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When it comes time for you to shop for a new vehicle, there’s a Better Way to do it.  With Crown’s everyday low
prices and financing, you can shop and be confident that you’re getting a great deal.  And, with over 200 acres of
new and used vehicles, you’ll be sure to find exactly what you’re looking for.

Crown has 14 automotive brands at nine dealership locations throughout Pinellas County.  For the past forty years
servicing the Bay Area’s automotive needs, we’ve learned that there’s a Better Way to service our customers.  We
start by treating every customer like you would want to be treated; we call this our Ten Commitments. This 
employee code crystallizes our sincere desire to provide the finest service, care and attention to detail that you would
expect and more.  It’s important to us to be responsible corporate citizens and neighbors in that we are supporters of
various cancer and health related foundations and institutions in the Tampa Bay area, such as the Bayfront Health
Foundation, H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center, PARC and the Pediatric Cancer Foundation. We are also a supporter of the
education system through, and in partnership with, the Pinellas County Education Foundation and the Gus Stavros
Center which  touches every child in the Pinellas County School system. We care about our community like you do
because we live and work here. 

No matter what you’re looking for, Crown hopes to find a way to provide it for you and we think we can do it in a
Better Way. That’s why, we truly feel we’re The Better Way to Buy.

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
www.CrownCars.com   

Every used car is backed by The
Crown Used Car Confidence
Plan. The Plan includes:

*Crown agrees to beat any dealer’s advertised price on
any in stock vehicle with  an identical year, make, model,

trim, condition and equipment within 5% of mileage.

Just minutes away from South Tampa.

14 franchises in 9 locations
to better serve you. No

matter what you are 
looking for, you are never
far away from the Crown

Better Way to Buy.

101 point total vehicle inspection

Reconditioned by factory trained 

technicians

Complete vehicle history report

Backed by Crown’s warranty and 

available warranty extensions of 

up to 100,000 miles. 

Selection guarantee

Low price guarantee*�

�

�

�

�
�
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Securities offered through Florida Investment Advisors at The Bank of Tampa are not insured by the FDIC or any other government agency. They are not deposits or other 
obligations of, or guaranteed by, Florida Investment Advisors or The Bank of Tampa and are subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal amount invested. 
Florida Investment Advisors and The Bank of Tampa are subsidiaries of The Tampa Banking Company. Banking products provided by The Bank of Tampa, member FDIC.

SIPC coverage is not the same as the federal deposit insurance provided by the FDIC. It does not protect investors against a decline in the market value of securities. SIPC gen-
erally protects customers against the physical loss of securities if the broker/dealer holding the securities for the customer fails. SIPC protects cash and securities held in a bro-
kerage account up to $500,000 with a $100,000 limit on cash. Information is available from your registered representative regarding additional protection outside of SIPC.

A. Gerald Divers, Chairman of the Florida Investment Advisors Board, and R. Fenn Giles Jr., President and Chief Investment Officer

Investment Advisory Services

Our investment officers allocate your investments across 

a diversified portfolio according to your personal objec-

tives. Your financial advisor also has access to more than 

15 nationally-recognized money managers offering a  

diverse selection of separately managed accounts.

By working with our financial professionals, you’ll be 

able to develop the long-term personal relationship that 

is necessary to fully realize your goals. Call Fenn Giles at 

872-1270 for a review of your investment portfolio.

A Full Range of  

Financial Services  

From Experienced  

Professionals You  

Know and Trust.

An affiliate of The Bank of Tampa

601 Bayshore Boulevard, Suite 960
Member FINRA/SIPC

A Registered Investment Advisor

www.FloridaInvAdv.com
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As the worst earthquake in two centuries hit Haiti, 
the poorest country in the western hemisphere 
it quickly became clear that the pain, suffering, 
and devastation was horrific. This natural disaster 
created havoc for humanitarian operations because 
of the destruction of much of the infrastructure, 
such as roads and hospitals, in the capital, which 
was the hardest hit.  It is disasters such as this 
one that shine a light on how important basic 
necessities are to the residents of a community.

Here at home, The Junior League of Tampa is committed to providing for the 
basic needs of children and families in our own community.  The objectives 
are clear – feed the hungry, comfort the sick and improve self-confidence in 
the minds of those recovering from or impacted by substance abuse.

On page 22 you will read about the Food 4 Kids program. This program 
provides food for all children enrolled in the Kids’ Café program at Wilbert 
Davis Boys and Girls Club with a bag full of food that is nutritionally 
adequate for the children to eat over weekends and holidays when the 
meals they typically receive at school and at the club are not available.  

Additionally, the League is in its last year of a long partnership with the 
Children’s Cancer Center.  League volunteers build a brighter day for 
families touched by cancer through the sponsorship of a Fall Festival and 
Spring Carnival, which each draw crowds of more than 200 people. Our 
volunteers provide support for the weekly Oncology and Sickle Cell Support 
nights and we assemble special love bundles with items that the children 
newly diagnosed with cancer can use while at the hospital for treatments. 
Read more about the Children’s Cancer Center project on page 28.

The Junior League of Tampa partnered with the Drug Abuse Comprehensive 
Coordinating Office (DACCO), an organization that provides treatment 
services to men and women facing drug addiction. Our volunteers help 
build healthy families by implementing training programs to help women 
build healthy family relationships, maintain a donated clothing closet, and 
assisted with the build-out of the DACCO lobby and playground spaces. 
Read about the Spa Day event for women at DACCO on page 26.

Also in this issue, you will learn about League members who have already 
celebrated their 95th birthdays and are a true testament of what “League 
for a Lifetime” truly means.  These remarkable women who have seen and 
impacted many changes to our League and the Tampa Bay community 
over the years, are an inspiration to us all and we are honored to learn from 
their experience.

It is our hope that reading this issue will help you to recognize that each 
of us can make progress toward fulfilling the basic needs of our fellow 
citizens and that it will inspire you to make a difference.  As Mother Teresa 
said, “If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.”

Providing for Basic Needs of our Community
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The Junior League of Tampa
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President’s Perspective
  

In 1901, a 19-year-old New York City 
debutante named Mary Harriman 
ventured beyond the comfort of 
her surroundings and rallied 80 
like-minded women to work to 
improve child health, nutrition and 
literacy among immigrants on the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan. 
Mary’s wealth enabled her to assist 
others, but it was her determination 
to seek out those in need that 
truly made a difference. Through 
Mary’s efforts, The Junior League 

movement was born and a commitment to providing basic needs 
to disadvantaged children and families spread across the United 
States. Today there are 292 Junior Leagues operating within four 
countries (United States, Canada, England and Mexico). 

The Junior League of Tampa has been committed to helping 
disadvantaged children and families in our community since 
1926. One of our first projects was operating a Tuberculosis 
Preventorium. From 1927-1938, the members of The Junior 
League of Tampa managed the Preventorium and cared for its 
young patients. I recently came across a record book from the 
1920s. The number of children affected by the disease and cared 
for by our volunteers was remarkable. While our direct assistance 
at the Preventorium ended after 11 years, the League continued 
to impact the health of children in our community. In 1940 we 
financed a county wide comprehensive study on tuberculosis and 
were instrumental in hiring the first TB specialist in Hillsborough 
County. 

In addition to the Preventorium, The Junior League of Tampa 
focused on assisting women and families. In 1933 we opened 
the Salvage Shop, which not only helped to raise funds for the 
League’s efforts in the community, but it created jobs for 36 
unemployed women. Along with Junior League volunteers, the 
women collected, remade and distributed over 26,000 garments 
to the American Legion Auxiliary. The shop salvaged clothes and 
salvaged lives. 

Throughout the years, The Junior League of Tampa has had 
many other projects dedicated to providing basic needs and 
support to disadvantaged children and their families. In 1965 
we provided clothing and essential items to children living at the 
Children’s Home (a group home for children awaiting adoption). 
In 1989 we started Baby Bungalow to support parents and build 
stronger families in our community. Currently four of our projects 
focus on providing basic needs to disadvantaged children and 
their families. They are DACCO, Food 4 Kids, Children’s Cancer 
Center and Kids in the Kitchen.

Many parents in our community face difficult challenges 
everyday. Some parents do not have enough money to feed their 
children on the weekends, some struggle to end their substance 
dependence and some receive heart breaking news that their 
child has been diagnosed with cancer. Through projects like Food 
4 Kids, DACCO and Children’s Cancer Center, The Junior League 
of Tampa provides much needed support and essential items to 
assist such families. These projects are highlighted in this issue. 
 
Each of the projects mentioned, provides meaningful stories of 
the impact The Junior League of Tampa makes in the lives of 
many children and families in our community. The projects can 
also have an impact on you. Children’s Cancer Center will be 
hosting a Spring Carnival for children diagnosed with Cancer (and 
other blood borne illnesses) and their families and any member 
is welcome to volunteer. As the Sustainers found out in the fall, 
our Food 4 Kids project offers members an opportunity to bag 
and distribute enough food to feed 170 children for the weekend. 
Finally, the DACCO committee will sponsor “mommy and me”  
and betterment workshops this spring to assist mothers and 
women overcoming substance abuse. As with any of our projects, 
the chairs welcome volunteers beyond their committees. 

Finally, on behalf of all of the children and families we serve, 
our project partners, and our members, I would like to thank 
our donors for their support during our Annual Campaign. The 
economic challenges facing our community are great, but the 
generosity of our donors is extraordinary. Thank you to our 
corporate donors and grant partners who continued their support 
of The Junior League of Tampa at all levels. And thank you to 
our individual donors where we had a 50 percent increase in 
participation. Because of your generosity and commitment to our 
community, we were able to exceed our goal by $23,000 for a 
total of $168,000. As you read about our projects and the efforts 
of our amazing volunteers, realize none of it would be possible 
without you. 

All the best, 

Jennifer Carlstedt 
President, 2009-2010 
  
   

An Extraordinary Legacy of Providing Basic Necessities
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Kristen Morris
Laura and Ryan Muldoon
Anne Nelson
Kelly Nelson
Jovanna Nogues
Lori Osborne
Brandi Ottinger
Sandra Palmer
Lauren Patterson
Sarah Perron
Cindy Peterson
Nicole Phister
Kandice and Greg Porter
Emily Preston
Christine Prpich
Ileana Raymond
Susan Rickles
Greg and Melinda Rix 
Genevieve Robinson
Andrea Rottensteiner
Ashley Rushing
Laura Sansone
Julie Sargent
Jinny and Chris Sass
Julia Scalfaro
Mark and Monica Schmalz
Paul and Sheri Schobert
Krystal R. Schofield
Ann Sells
Stephen and Melissa Shelton
Elizabeth Sheridan
Diane Shin 
Sara Shipherd
Barbara Skyrms
Jennifer Simpson-Oliver 
Gil and Julia Smith 
Janet K. Smith

Peter and Jenny Spencer
Pamela Speiring
Jennifer and Marc Stauffer
Laura Stevenson
Peter and Jennifer Strawser
Kerri Sullivan 
Upik Suwarno
Cindi and John Sutton
Kelly Swords
Jason Tarokh and Susanna Martinez Tarokh
Branon and Michelle Thames
Allison Thompson
Tammy and Blake Thompson
Martha H. Thorn
Mrs. Dawn A. Tiffin
Carolyn Tillery
Marianne and Joe Touger 
Tristan Tully
Heather Trkovsky
Jennifer Valdes
Sarah Valentine
Eliot Van Dyke
Heather and Jay Vermette
Sarah Vincent
Christina Volini – Volini Real Estate Group
Caroline Vostrejs
Shannon Walsh
Sarah Walters
Sarah and Stephen Ward
Lauren and Shamus Warren
Elizabeth Watson
Laura Webb
Heather Werry
Anne and David Williams
Tiffany Williams
Pete and Carolyn Wilson
Lauren Withrow
Jan Wynne
Lori Youmans
Pete and Melissa Young 
Alisha Zambito
Marcy and Jeff Zyonse

In-Kind Donors

Adria’s Inc.
Anchored in Style
Barefoot Wines
Bejewel Designs LLC
Shannon and Stuart Brown
Celebrate You! Jewelry
Celsius Marketing |  Interactive
Chris’s Cookies, Cupcakes & Gifts
Clementine Monograms
D’Lites Emporium
Datz Delicatessen & Wine Loft
Debbie Morgan 
Discovery Toys
Effect Specialist
First Citrus Bank
The Florida Aquarium
Gift Designs by Sheri/ Circuits & Bumps Inc.
Daniel Giron
Grand Events of Florida, LLC
The Grape at International Plaza

Grymes Cannon Floral Designs
Ideal Image
Intimate Apparel Solutions - Discreet  
  Chic Accessories
Isabella Adams
Dr. Shane Kkohane
Leap Frog Marketing, LLC
Magnon Jewelers, Inc.
MatchWare
Matthew and Susan Gentile
Nicole Geller Photography
PRP Wine International
The Recipe Organizer 
Renaissance Resort at World Golf Village
Saks Fifth Avenue
Sephora Brandon Town Center
Signs by Tomorrow
Loralee Koontz with South Tampa Dermatology
Stein Mart Corporation
TradeWinds Island Resorts
Lisa and Michael Trentalange,  
   Trentalange and Kelley, PA
Unique Gift Art
V6 Vodka Empire Distillery
Waldorf Astoria Orlando and Hilton Orlando 
Bonnet Creek
The Write Stuff 
Zunker Games

Matching Gift Companies
Adobe Systems
Alliance Bernstein
Bank of America
Baxter Healthcare
CA, Inc.
Helios Education Foundation
JP Morgan Chase
Kimberly-Clark Foundation
MatchWare, Inc. 
Merck & Co., Inc.
Numara Software

Grants or Other Gifts
Eckerd Family Foundation, Inc.
Glazer Family Foundation
Saunders Foundation
Sweetbay Supermarket

Media Partners
St. Petersburg Times
Tampa Bay Metro
Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine
WQYK

Names in Bold  denote Donors of 5+ years      	
Names in *Bold Italic denote Donors of 10+ years

This edition of The Sandspur includes a cumulative 
listing of gifts received from June 1, 2009 - 
December 31, 2009, the submission deadline for 
this issue.  Gifts received after this date will be listed 
in the next edition of the The Sandspur.  If you have 
any corrections or additions for future lists, please 
contact Kelly Nelson at kellynelson@yahoo.com.
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In addition to the generosity of our Annual Campaign Donors, 
The Junior League fof Tampa would like to thank the following 
members for underwriting the final cookbook of our Culinary 
Collection, Capture the Coast debuting in September, 2010.

Donors
Mary Lee Nunnally Farrior  

Mrs. Lee M. Bentley  

Terrie Dodson and Mark Caldevilla  

Campbell and Don Burton  

Betsy and Drew Graham  

Adajean Lott Samson  

Pam and Brett Divers  

Louise Ferguson and Stella Thayer  

Ashley and Eric Carl  

June S. Annis  

Nancy Mynard and Barbara Ryals   

2009-10 Provisional Class and Liaisons  

Past Presidents: Jennifer L. Johnson, Jen Carlstedt,  
Betsy Graham  

Past Cookbook Chairs: Danielle Andres Welsh, Terrie Dodson, 
Taylour Smedley Shimkus, Laurie Ann Burton  

Past Sustainer Presidents: Patty Ayala, Sally Hardee, Helen 
Brown, Nadyne Hines Julie Lux, Patti Henderson Cowart, 
Rosann Martin Creed, Liz Reynolds

Birthday Bounty Group: Lisa Andrews, Christy Atlas-Vogel, 
Danelle Barksdale, Barrie Buenaventura, Renee Dabbs, Katherine 
Frazier, Lisa Gabler, Suzanne Gabler, Michelle Hogan, Leigh Kaney, 
Trish Lane, Mindy Murphy, Joellyn Rocha, Carla Saavedra, Michelle 
Schofner and Susan Thompson. 

Thank you for your support!

Meet The Girls

Call Today To Reserve  
Your Apartment Now!

(813) 251-6064

The Inspiration For Our New Sky Lounge.
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Commemorative Gifts 
This edition of the Sandspur includes a cumulative listing of  
commemorative gifts received from May 1, 2009 through December 31, 
2009.

{ In Honor of the birth of

Bennett Hilliard Barrow, Jr., son of Bennett & Heather Barrow
Alston and Merritt Barrow
Amber France
David and India Witte
Drew and Betsy Graham
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Paul and Jennifer Sober

Addison Marie Belfatti, daughter of  Ralph & Roddy Belfatti
David and India Witte
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Jim and Suzanne Koutroubis

Baby Beyer, baby of Sonya & Bret Beyer
David and India Witte

Sarah Katherine Boulware, daughter of Ron & Emma Boulware
David and India Witte
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Helen Straske
Joanne Baldy

Nicholson Oaks Brownstein, son of Evan & Suzanne Brownstein
Brita Wilkins Lincoln
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Lee Lowry

Jacob Lee Carlson, son of Bill & Stacy Carlson
David and India Witte
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Paul and Jennifer Sober
Tracie Domino

Gates Elizabeth Carswell, daughter of Trey & Kim Carswell
Amber France
David and India Witte
Drew and Betsy Graham
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Shamus and Lauren Warren
Tracie Domino

Emelia Katherine Caskey, daughter of John & Wendy Caskey
Court and Sarah Terrell

Witten James Graff, son of James & Ansley Graff
Lisa Lockhart

Aidan Bennett Hahn, son of Jeff & Stacy Hahn
David and India Witte
Ed and Jen Carlstedt

Elle Rachel Hunter, daughter of David & Rebekah Hunter
David and India Witte
Megan Berrigan

Rachal Marie Kestner, daughter of Justin Kestner & Valarie Lewis Kestner
Drew and Betsy Graham
Megan Berrigan
Tom and Andrea Layne

Gavin Michael Muldoon, son of Laura & Ryan Muldoon
David and India Witte

Adley Grace Nalywajk, daughter of Karen & Mark Nalywajko
Joe and Gretchen Dominguez
Megan Berrigan

Sophia Nichols, daughter of Brock & Sue Nichols
David and India Witte
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Paul and Jennifer Sober

Wilson Poe, son of Charlie & Corey Poe
David and India Witte
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Megan Berrigan

Elizabeth Kathryn Sober, daughter of Paul & Jennie Sober
David and India Witte
Drew and Betsy Graham
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Lisa Lockhart
Robert and Jenifer LeBeau

James Whitfield Warren V, son of Lauren & Shamus Warren
Chris and Shannon Coram
Betsy and Drew Graham
Carla Cornett

Charley Weaver, son of Sarah & Chad Weaver
Kerri Sullivan

Charlie Williams, son of David & Anne Williams
Nicole Phister
Terri Parnell
Ed and Jen Carlstedt

William Blaine Yeager, son of Brooks & Christina Yeager 
Joe and Gretchen Dominguez

Lilah Zamore, daughter of Robert & Alyson Zamore 
David and India Witte
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Joe and Gretchen Dominguez
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Tracie Domino

{ In Memory of

Matt Frost, son of sustainer Mary Frost Feingold
Alston and Merritt Barrow

David Hanlon, husband of sustainer Hazel Hanlon
Julianne McKeel

Hugh MacFarlane
Julianne McKeel

Anne Mills, Sustainer
Ed and Jen Carlstedt
Leslie Mills Minder

Evelyn Lightsey O’Neal, Sustainer
David and India Witte

Augusta Woods, daughter of sustainer Mrs. Harrison Giddens 
Julianne McKeel

Frannie Reynolds, sustainer 
Donna and Rick Barrs

{ In Recognition of

Marriage of Kelly (Nelson) and Christopher Bell
Paul and Jennifer Sober

Marriage of Danielle Dennis
Robert and Jenifer LeBeau
Ed and Jen Carlstedt

Marriage of Jennifer and J. Heath Johnson
Sara Cooper

Marriage of Steely (Sims) and Roberto Taglione
Robert and Jenifer LeBeau

Past President Susan O’Neal Thompson, CPA, for being named 
partner in the firm of Christopher, Smith, Leonard, Bristow & Stanell, P.A.
David and India Witte

Engagement of Angie Fox and Chet Ratliff
Clara Reynolds

Birthday of Kathleen Thaxton
Angela and Bob Weck
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Often, when children are experiencing difficulty adjusting to 
life, the focus is only on the “problem” or painful behaviors and 
emotions. Parents react this way regardless of whether it is a 
minor life adjustment or a major mental illness. Recently, there 
has been a movement in the children’s mental health field to 
direct interventions in a positive way. In other words this means, 
“What does it look and feel like when things are going well?” A 
child’s well-being and state of mental health can be defined as 
the ability to:

•	 Experience satisfaction and happiness

•	 Learn successfully

•	 Plan and accomplish tasks

•	 Connect to other people

When our children are feeling and doing these functional behaviors 
on a regular basis, parents can feel confident that their child will 
flourish and do well in his/her life. When kids struggle with the 
ups and downs throughout their normal childhood development, 
it can cause worry and anxiety for parents. However, for children 
with emotional and behavioral health issues, these challenges 
become more amplified and normal worries and concerns can 
become overwhelming for parents. Fortunately, there are effective 
strategies that can help children to regain those abilities that define 
child well-being and avoid parent’s feelings of helplessness, 
frustration and hopelessness.

When assessing whether or not your child is experiencing normal 
developmental issues or experiencing a more serious emotional, 
behavioral or mental health problem, several important questions 
need to be addressed:

• 	What signs and behaviors of positive well-being is 	 	
	 my child still showing? Is my child still learning?  
	 How about connecting with others? 

• 	What signs of distress is my child showing?

•	 What factors might explain the distress?  
	 Has a trauma recently occurred?

•	 Most importantly, how can the answers to these  
	 questions help my child to regain his/her sense of well-being?

Meeting the needs of a child in distress and supporting the 
family can be accomplished in many ways. Extended family and 
friends that understand the situation can be of great support 
and help. Places of worship, school personnel, or involvement 
in activities that build upon the child’s interests and capabilities 
also can be effective. Sometimes it is necessary that children be 
assessed and treated by a mental health professional in order to 
get the help they need. In addition to determining the strength 
and overall needs of a child, a mental health professional should 
carefully access:

•	 What thoughts, feelings and behaviors are 	 	
	 occurring?

•	 How is the distress affecting the child and family?

•	 How is the child’s functioning and well-being  
	 being limited?

When strength based strategies are used to regain the child’s 
well-being, a child and their family can be empowered. The focus 
is on building upon the foundation already existing with new skill 
sets and supports. In essence, a strength-based approach builds 
hope and resilience. Gone are the days where medication alone 
is the answer to emotional, behavioral or mental health problems. 
Clinicians use many therapeutic options that focus on the child 
and his/her family. 

The following is a life story of a mother and her family who have 
journeyed from helplessness and despair to having hope and well 
being for her child.

 

“I believe children have the resilience to 
outlive their sufferings, if given a chance.” 
—Ishmael Beah, former child soldier in Africa

Guest Column: 
Achieving Hope and Well-Being for Our Children’s Success
By John Mayo, licensed child therapist, deputy executive director of Success 4 Kids & Families

      and Donna Harrison, parent



I agree with Mr. Beah; Children are resilient 
and can overcome any adversity, if they 
receive the appropriate type of support. My 
son is a classic example of the success that 
can be achieved with appropriate intervention. 
As a parent of three children and grandparent 
of several grandchildren suffering with 
mental illness, I’ve experienced the pain and 
agony, firsthand. At times, I felt hopeless 
and helpless. Then with help, I learned that 
with perseverance, we can help our children 
succeed and re-establish their sense of well-
being. For my family, a new formula was born 
in that helped us during our struggle with 
childhood mental illness: 

Hope + Belief + Action + Resilience = Success
My son was diagnosed with severe ADHD at the age of three. He 
was also painfully introverted as a child and required medication 
until he enrolled in a private high school in Tampa. When he 
became depressed, I sought assistance and received help from 
mental health professionals who used a holistic approach with 
my child and family. The clinicians inspired my son to research 
ADHD. He discovered that children with ADHD had a tendency 
to hyper focus, and he channeled this tendency to maximize his 
academic work. My son continued to receive professional help 
throughout his high school career. I am proud to report that my 
son stayed on the honor roll and successfully graduated high 
school. He was able to do all of this without medication. 

My favorite motto is: “We believe and they 
achieve.” The professionals who assisted me 
believed in me as a struggling parent, and they 
believed that my son could achieve his goals.

My son currently attends a university, and I 
foresee him on the dean’s list in the near future. 
I have also graduated from being a hopeless 
and helpless parent to becoming a bilingual 
case manager who educates other families 
on the redeeming power of well-being, hope 
and support. I also help to empower them with 
the tools they need to assist their children in 
managing their sufferings and achieving 
success.

“To be hopeful is based on the fact 
that human history is a history of 
compassion, sacrifice, courage and 
kindness. To live in defiance of all that 
is bad around us is a marvelous victory,” 
—Howard Zinn  

This family’s story provides an excellent example of how a child 
and his family can re-establish a sense of well-being even while 
battling significant mental health issues. 
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A Different 
Degree of Thinking.
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813.930.8888 | celsiusmarketing.com
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Exceptional Professionals is a group of business women who love their work as well as appreciate their volunteer involvement 
in the Junior League of Tampa. We help you take care of your “To Do” items so you can concentrate on what is important to you. 

 

Simplify Your Life 
           By Calling An Exceptional Professional

Your Health

Caroline Hatton, LMHC  
In Home Family Coaching and Counseling
Family Directions
I help make your family enjoyable.
813.915.1600

Jan Cornelius, DDS
Periodontic and Implant Dentistry
Mention JLT for a free consult.
jcornel2@tampabay.rr.com • www.DentalImplantCenter.net
813.254.4568

Your Home
Jennie Smith, Jennie Smith Interiors (FL License #0001644)

Full Service Residential & Commercial Interior Design
Visit my shop for unique designer items.
2713 S. MacDill Ave.-just N. of Bay to Bay Blvd.
813.839.7637

Clare Robbins
Emerson Robbins Portraits Consultants
Fine Art Portraiture
3302 W. Bay to Bay Blvd. Ste. 102
813.831.2787 • clare@emersonrobbinsportraits.com

Joellyn Rocha
Joellyn Rocha Designs LLC
Residential & Commercial Interior Decorating
”Current Trends To Timeless Decor”
813.902.8400 • joellyn@jrochadesigns.com

Nancy Blake, Realtor
Keller Williams Realty-Tampa Central
Specializing in S. Tampa & the Beaches, one relationship at a time. 
813.892.1688 cell • nblake@kw.com

Your Financial Concerns
Krista Allred, Mortgage Lender
FBC Mortgage LLC
When you have a mortgage question, just call. I make it easy.
In House Underwriting and Rush Closings.
813.766.3313 cell • kallred1@aol.com

Denise Cassedy, 401K & Investment Planning
Cassedy Financial Group
Let us help achieve your financial goals.
813.251.0004 office
813.765.6061 cell

Laura Webb, Webb Insurance Group
Independent Insurance Agent Representing
Many National Companies For Home, Auto & Business 
www.webbinsurancegroup.com
813.887.5531

Your Legal Concerns

Kim Miller, Title Company Marketing Representative
Alday Donalson Title
Make sure your home purchase has clear title!
kbmiller525@msn.com
813.876.3771 office • 813.230.0236 cell (Call for Title Quote!)

Linda Courtney Clark, Bankruptcy Attorney
Family, Civil and Criminal Law
Protecting Your Rights With Integrity!
lindacclarkpa@tampabay.rr.com • www.lindacclarkpa.com
813.935.7755

Your Professional Success
Christina Boe, Customized T-Shirts and Apparel
Ultra Screen Printing
Your T-Shirt Company. Screen Printing, Embroidery 
& Promotional Products.
cboe@ultrascreenprinting.com • 813.248.9000

Gail Frank, Resume Writer
Frankly Speaking
Job Seeking Tip: A Resume Is Your Marketing Piece!
www.callfranklyspeaking.com
813.926.1353

Kristin Kiser, Internet Expert
New Fusion Media
Digital Marketing Solutions That Drive Results.
kristin@newfusionmedia.com • www.newfusionmedia.com
813.486.3920

Your Life
Cindy Covington, Dog Walking & Pet Sitting Service
Tampa Dogs Gone Walking-Owner
Caring For Your Pets With Love.
STPetsitter@gmail.com
813.928.3505

Kimberly Davis, Independent Consultant
Swiss Skin Care, Weight Loss, Aromatherapy
Arbonne International
kimtodd.davis@verizon.net
813.767.5835

Jennifer Pauly Peterson, Graphic Designer
JP Creations
Creative Ideas For All Your Graphic Needs.
j.pcreations@verizon.net
813.294-9808

We look forward to hearing how we can simplify your life.
We welcome additional services not yet represented. 
Contact Exceptional Professionals and join us for lunch! 
Call Krista Allred at 813.766.3313.
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In September of 2008 the Food 4 
Kids committee met for their first 
time at America’s Second Harvest of 
Tampa Bay’s food bank on Adamo 
Drive.  Everyone was unsure what 
to expect and just exactly what 
would be accomplished.  One year 
and over 60,000 pounds of food 
later the Food 4 Kids project is 
another amazing success story of 
The Junior League of Tampa.

During the first several months, 
there was not always food on shelves for the members to bag, 
the warehouse was always hot and often others looked at the 
committee with questions as to what exactly they were doing 
there.    Over time and as the committee learned what to look for, 
foods that would appeal to the children that were served while 
meeting their nutritional needs, they also learned what those who 
worked at the food bank went through on a daily basis.  How the 
employees came to work every day trying their best to help as many 
people as possible without burning out from the overwhelming 
need for food in the community.  Realizing that these dedicated 
people come to work in a hot warehouse everyday without losing 
faith in their mission made the few times a month the League was 
there seem like an easier task to take on.

Gradually the committee and the food bank employees worked 
together to purchase and bag food for the 170 children.  They 
would take home the food to help their families make ends meet 
on weekends when the children were not getting their meals at 
school or at the Wilbert Davis/Belmont Heights Boys and Girls 
Club.  The League members not only learned the best way to 

find the most food for the children but also something about 
the overall needs of children and families who are hungry in our 
community.  So often there were people shopping not only for 
their organization, charity or church but often for themselves.  It 
was heartbreaking to see the food bank as more than a warehouse 
that held supplies but rather as the only option for food for many 
people.  The committee began to look at trips to the local grocery 
store for their own families as more than just a chore, it became 
something that they had always taken for granted.

The experience of the project came full circle when the committee 
was finally able to meet the children who were taking the food 
home to their families.  The children began to write thank you 
notes and send pictures of the food in their homes.  During 
Thanksgiving, the League was able to purchase a turkey for each 
family to have for the holiday.  While most children would not 
even know or show much interest in a turkey before it is on their 
plate, the children here were excited to pick out their turkey and 
bring it home.  There was a sense of pride for many in being the 
one to bring home the meal for all of the family to enjoy.   One 
of the greatest memories of last year was when a committee 
member commented on the overstuffed backpack of a child 
getting on the bus to go home that evening. She thought the 
child was bringing home a large number of books but when she 
touched the backpack she realized that it was cold.  It was then 
she realized that the child had taken her books and other items 
out of her backpack to put the turkey inside.  She did not want to 
risk anyone taking her turkey. It was the most important thing she 
was bringing home that week. 

We often think of League projects in terms of what we give. We 
know the number of children served, the books distributed, the 
backpacks given out.  But do we ever stop to think of what we 
get?  What we have learned? 

All of our projects teach us something about our community.  
They teach us as members to give back and to help out our fellow 
mankind.  They teach us to better understand what others may 
be going through during a difficult time. They teach us the power 
of service. 

As members of The Junior League of Tampa we hope that for 
each of us there is a project that teaches us something about 
ourselves. 

JLT Focus Area: Basic Needs of Children and Families
By Wendy Brill
Community Vice President
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Letters from the Food 4 
Kids Project Recipients
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FOOD 4 KIDS. 
Impact For Life. 

By Jaime R. Girgenti

Never before has the work of the women in The Junior League of 
Tampa been so crucial. Suffering through what many are calling 
the worst recession since World War II, America is experiencing 
an uprising in the number of households that are “food insecure,” 
meaning that they lack consistent access to adequate amounts 
of nutritious food.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Economic Research Service 
released its annual study in November of 2009 measuring food 
security in the United States. The alarming results show that one 
in six Americans are food insecure. Even more shocking is that 
one in four children live in a food-insecure household. 

In 2008, 49.1 million Americans (16.4%) lived in a food insecure 
household, compared to 36.2 million (12.2%) in 2007. 8.3 million 
(21%) households with children are food-insecure households 
compared to 6.2 million (15.8%) in 2007.

To help battle this alarming problem of hunger in America, 
specifically as it relates to children, The Junior League of Tampa 
has partnered with the food bank America’s Second Harvest of 
Tampa Bay and implemented the project Food 4 Kids. Put into 
service in 2008, the project is assisting and making a difference 
in the lives of the children that regularly visit the Wilbert Davis/
Belmont Heights Boys and Girls Club in Ybor City. 

The goal of Food 4 Kids is to assist and further the mission of 
America’s Second Harvest Kids Café program. Kids Café is a 
national program, the largest of its type, which strives to provide 
free, prepared, nutritious food to hungry children. Children are 
served hot, balanced meals every weekday after school and all 
year long in a safe, accessible environment.



www.jltampa.org | SPRING 2010	    23

America’s Second Harvest of Tampa Bay started its first Kids Café 
in 1997, and now has 10 locations throughout the Bay area, most in 
local Boys and Girls Clubs. About 1,000 meals are served weekly to 
children from the ages of 5 through 12 years of age. 

While the Kids Café focuses on feeding needy children Monday 
through Friday, JLT’s Food 4 Kids project ensures that those same 
children have nutritious meals to enjoy throughout the weekend. 

The 15-member committee meets twice each month to assemble 
meal bags for the children to take home with them as they leave the 
Boys and Girls Club on a Friday evening. Each meal bag will include 
one breakfast item, one dinner item, and a fruit and vegetable. Sarane 
Harrell, Chair of the Food for Kids committee, stated, “The Junior 
League of Tampa is responsible for the distribution of 1,000 pounds 
of food, on average, every other week.” 

The Food 4 Kids committee also enjoys planning special events for 
the children of the Boys and Girls Club such as holiday gatherings 
and book fairs. Catie Baker,  Assistant Chair of the Food 4 Kids 
committee, said, “I love this project because I think it is of critical 
importance that children and their families have food. I think this 
project provides great insight into the needs of our community.”
 
To learn more about America’s Second Harvest of Tampa Bay Kids 
Café, please visit them on the web at www.a2htampabay.org. 

Food 4 Kids Committee

Chair – Sarane Harrell

Assistant Chair – Catie Baker

Committee Members 

Stephanie Andrews

Lisa Bowen

 Alyssa Brownell

Carrie DeJose

Taylor Dowdell

Noell Fowkes

Stacy Gramling

Lynne Hildreth

Erin Jackson

Melissa Moran

Stephanie More

Kristi Resch

Jennifer Stauffer

Marlene Sundquist

Margaret Vickers

Food 4 Kids Past Chair

Wendy Brill

To nourish children and 
raise them against odds 
is in any time, any place, 
more valuable than to fix 
bolts in cars or design 
nuclear weapons.
- Marilyn French





Thanks  
for making 
a difference.

>

From one community-minded organization  

to another, the St. Petersburg Times  

salutes the Junior League of Tampa.  

Through the hard work of your  

members, Tampa Bay is a brighter  

place to live.  

SP58184

To subscribe to the Times, call  
877-843-8463 or visit TampaBay.com>
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DACCO Committee:
Chair – Sarah Perron

Committee Members:
Darla Nutter
Mary Ann Dellegatto
Debbie Lawrence 
Wendi Lee
Suzanne Lehner
Laurel Moore
Jennifer Nagel
Shannon Reid
Hannah Tropsha 

Past Chairs:
Lauri Kleman/Whitney Moyer
Corinne Gaertner
Laura Stevenson

DACCO, Drug Abuse Comprehensive Coordinating Office, 
is an organization who provides direct services to 25,000 
persons annually through award-winning drug prevention, 
intervention and treatment programs. Thousands more benefit 
from DACCO, including family members, friends, neighbors, 
co-workers whose lives are indirectly impacted by those with 
substance use disorders. 

The DACCO committee of JLT has an opportunity to not only 
impact the organization’s mission of “…working for a 
drug-free community: one person, one family at 
a time,” but we also have the chance to be impacted as well. 
So what does the committee’s involvement look like? This past 
October, it looked like painted nails, a fresh new do, a touch 
of eye shadow, and more; overall, an uplifting, rewarding, skill-
building “Spa Day.”

Eleven women from the adult in-patient program earned the 
privilege to participate in Spa Day, of which The Grand Salon 
graciously provided services. Each woman enjoyed a lovely 
brunch, received a make-up and hair makeover, a manicure, a 
private interview skills session, a gift bag and a trip to the JLT-
sponsored, in-house boutique for a new ensemble of business 
attire. With the generous donations and support from the entire 
League, more than a truckload of clothing and accessory items 
were added to the boutique last fall.

Spa Day was an opportunity to not only prepare the women for 
their upcoming entry and re-entry into the working world, a critical 
component of their programs, but also to provide a healthy dose 
of self-esteem and confidence.

“Spa Day is really special for the committee because we have 
the opportunity to interact one-on-one with the DACCO women 
and really see firsthand how we can make a positive difference in 
their lives simply through the way the women can look, feel and 
communicate in their new drug-free world,” said Sarah Perron, 
DACCO Chair.

Later in the month, the committee hosted a Family Bonding 
Night for nearly 50 qualifying women and their children. The 
fall-festival, costume-themed party featured cookie decorating, 
crafts, games, and pizza. Each child was provided a goody bag 
and every family had a keepsake photo taken. Special thanks 
to John Parker Jr. for donating his photography and the printed 
photos, as many of the women have limited or restricted visitation 
with their children. 

In February, the committee will again host Spa Day for the new 
group of qualifying women, in conjunction with a Valentine’s Day-
themed Family Bonding Night for a chance to reconnect and 
reach out to the DACCO community.

Thanks to the generous donations of League members and our 
community partners, the DACCO committee is constantly amazed 
by these women and their progress. We greatly appreciate the 
opportunity to see and feel firsthand how the League impacts our 
community and the result it has on each of us as well.

    Working for a Drug-Free Community
    By Brandi Reeves
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They May Be!
Women live longer, so their money has to last longer.
Women generally have fewer years in the workforce, taking time to be with their children.
Women are less likely to receive pension income in retirement and may also receive lower Social Security payments
when they retire, due to fewer years in the workforce.
The good news…women know how to invest and grow their money because women ask questions and tend to stay
the course.
Even if you don’t currently manage your family’s finances, make sure you know as much about them as if you were
managing the money yourself, because you may have to some day.
We can help you understand your investment and insurance needs. We at AXA Advisors are a client-focused
financial services leader providing wealth protection strategies, asset management and financial and estate
planning strategies to individuals in your area.

Are Women’s Financial Needs Different Than Men’s?

Securities and investment advisory services offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (1290 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY 212-314-4600), member FINRA, SIPC.
Annuity and insurance products offered through AXA Network, LLC and its subsidiaries. GE-44486(a)(co) (6/08)

www.axa-equitable.com www.divorceplanningfs.com

Pamela Worden Robert Kokol, CFP®, MBA, CDFATM

(formerly Sisemore)

Divorce Planning + Financial Strategies
4890 West Kennedy Boulevard
Suite 800
Tampa, FL 33609
Tel. (813) 466-3148
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The Junior League of Tampa is an active supporter of the 
Children’s Cancer Center. The Children’s Cancer Center is a 
nonprofit organization that provides educational, emotional, 
and financial assistance to children who have cancer or blood 
disorders. The League provides volunteer support, creates love 
bundles for the children at the Children’s Cancer Center, and 
organizes a Fall Festival and Spring Carnival. These efforts are 
organized by the Children’s Cancer Center Committee. This year, 
the committee is headed by Suzy Mendelson. 

The Children’s Cancer Center Committee had an active fall 
season—the highlight being the Fall Festival. The festival was held 
on November 14, 2009, at the Tampa Bay Baptist Conference 
Center. The festivities entertained over 150 children and their 
families. The committee organized numerous activities for the 
children such as hayrides, pony rides, face painting and crafts. 
There was also pumpkin painting and the ever-popular bounce 
house for the children to jump in until their hearts’ content. 

 

League members supervised the children while they enjoyed all 
the fun the festival had to offer. Food for the event was provided 
by Lee Roy Selmon’s. The committee members and Junior 
League volunteers helped create an unforgettable day for both 
the children and their families. For children and their families who 
are forced to deal with daily struggles of cancer, the Fall Festival 
provided them with something invaluable—an opportunity to 
just let loose and be kids. By all accounts, Suzy and the entire 
Children’s Cancer Center Committee created a wonderful event 
enjoyed by all. 

Love bundles were also created this fall and winter. The 
committee puts together love bundles for children who were 
recently diagnosed with cancer. The love bundles include games, 
toys, crosswords and puzzles. The Children’s Cancer Center 
advises the committee of names of children who have been 
recently diagnosed with cancer, and the committee creates the 
love bundles and delivers them to the children in their hospitals. 

Children’s Cancer Center: Providing Emotional Support
By Jacqueline Taylor

Chrissy Prpich and Nora Gunn at the Fall Festival
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The love bundles are intended to comfort the children, as well 
as provide activities for the children while they await treatment 
in the hospital. 

Heading into the spring season, the Children’s Cancer Center 
Committee is organizing the Spring Carnival. The Spring Carnival 
will provide another day of fun and activities for the children and 
families at the Children’s Cancer Center. The committee is hard 
at work preparing what is sure to be another successful event. If 
you would like more information on the Children’s Cancer Center 
visit the Children’s Cancer Center Web site at 
www.childrenscancercenter.org.

Childrens Cancer Center Committee:
Chair – Susan Mendelson
Assistant Chair – Charlotte Gage

Committee Members: 
Shelley Barger
Gina Barsema
Allison Belcher
Ceci Berman
Jennifer DiCecco
Staci Fraser
 Nora Gunn
Christi Harrington
Jamie LaRussa
Mary Hall Lester
Jovanna Nogues
Elizabeth Pento
Christine Prpich
Jennifer St. Jacques
Upik Suwarno

Past Chairs
Christina Canody
Heather Barrow
Suzanne Koutroubis
Stacie Dickey
Kim Clarke
Michelle Schofner
Terrie Dodson
Nina Jennings
Jill Buhler
Kristie Salzer

Children’s Cancer Center Fall Festival

Kate Crawford and Melissa Guinta at the Children’s Cancer 
Center Fall Festival
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Our next President-Elect 
was born at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Tampa in 1972.  
Her parents met in college 
in Washington, D.C. and 
had settled in Tampa.   Her 
father was an attorney 
who had grown up in 
Alabama and Clearwater.  
Her mother, now a League 
Sustainer, was a native 
of Columbus, Ohio and 
served her community as a 
wife, mother, and volunteer.  
Family time included many 

church-related activities and weekend afternoons sailing on 
Hillsborough Bay.  The eldest of two children, our President-Elect 
credits the love and support of her parents and younger brother 
for making her who she is today.
 
She grew up in Culbreath Bayou and entered kindergarten at 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Day School where she remained until 
eighth grade.  One of the highlights of her school years included 
announcing that she would be the first female president 
of the United States when interviewed by her third grade 
classroom newspaper.   She was also honored to be chosen 
by her peers to place a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier at Arlington Cemetery on the eighth grade class trip 
to the Nation’s capital.   This is one of her fondest memories. 
 
Our President-Elect’s first Junior League experience began in 
elementary school.  While her mother spent afternoons working 
on The Sandspur,  she went crabbing along the seawall with 
Pie, the League’s housekeeper.   They would catch the crabs 
with string and chicken necks and boil them in the kitchen for 
Pie’s supper.  Aside from editing The Sandspur, her mother also 
served as Ways and Means Chair and Future Planning Chair of 
the League.

Captivated by the neighborhood babysitter, Susan O’Neal (now 
Susan Thompson, a past JLT President), and her stories of camp 
life at Merrie-Woode, our President-Elect soon followed her to 
North Carolina for the summer session.  Early on she demonstrated 
confidence and determination and at the young age of 8, she 
spent her first six-week camp session away from home.  Over the 
years, she spent many summers paddling the Whitewater Rivers 
of western North Carolina and eventually taught kayaking as a 
counselor, following in the footsteps of Susan.   It was not until 
she got married, and at the request of her husband, that she quit 
spending her summers at Merrie-Wood.
 
Berkeley Preparatory School was the location of our President-
Elect’s high school career.   She chaired the Prom Committee, 
played soccer, and graduated with honors in 1990.  This was also 
the place where she met her husband-to-be for the first time.  
Years later they would reconnect back in Tampa after college.  
 

Our President-Elect attended Washington and Lee University 
were she pledged Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority.  She was the 
secretary of her pledge class and served as secretary of her 
chapter.  She majored in both European History and Studio Art.  
Lifelong friendships were formed during her college years, many 
resulting from medical issues she faced during college.  These 
medical complications forced our President-Elect to change her 
career focus from law to education and instilled within her a lifelong 
compassion to those dealing with disabilities.  During this difficult 
period she also developed a very focused ability to plan and deliver 
projects and commitments significantly ahead of the deadlines. 
 
Our President-Elect’s teaching career evolved through past 
volunteer experiences.  In high school, she served as a SERVE 
tutor, Metropolitan Ministries nursery assistant (both past JLT 
projects), and a Sunday School teacher.   During college, she 
helped at two different preschools for underprivileged children.  
She completed her education by obtaining her Master’s degree 
at the University of Florida.  

It was during her graduate years at The University of Florida, where 
she rekindled her romance with her husband-to-be, who was living 
in Tampa at the time.  Our President-Elect was married to Clarke 
in 1998 and taught for 5 years in local Episcopal schools in 4th 
grade, 2nd grade, and kindergarten.  One of the most rewarding 
moments was taking over the kindergarten classroom of her 
former kindergarten teacher, Mary Jane Stewart, at St. Mary’s.  
Mary Jane, a Sustainer, was also one of her League Sponsors. 
 
She joined the League in 1998.   This was an incredibly busy 
time for her as she had a new job, was planning a wedding, 
and was supporting her mother, who was undergoing 
treatment for breast cancer.   When she wanted to extend her 
Provisional year in order to spend more time with her mother, 

Family Tradition of League Leadership Continues

The Hobby Family- Laura, Clark and their children Charles and Virgina



her mother bluntly told her, “Cancer won’t kill me, but it 
will kill me if you quit the Junior League.”   Thirteen years 
after her mother’s original diagnosis, we are thrilled and 
thankful that her mother, Lynda Vawter, is here with us today. 
 
Our President-Elect’s League work has included chairing a 
Provisional project, 2 years of service on the Thrift Sale steering 
committee, and chairing two projects, Cookbook, and the 
Holiday Boutique.  She served three years on the Community 
Research and Project Development Committee and as both 
Community Vice President and Membership Vice President.  
She credits the League with giving her increased confidence, 
training her in financial management and improving her public 
speaking and interpersonal skills.  

When not volunteering, she most enjoys time spent with her son, 
Charles, who is in 2nd grade at Roosevelt; her daughter, Virginia, 
who attends preschool at Small Blessings; and her husband, 
Clarke.  Additionally, she loves to read, exercise, and sew.  Most 
recently she has started teaching as an adjunct professor in 
the Education department at the University of Tampa.  And on 
any given day, you will find her up at 5:00 am writing one of the 
many hundreds of thank you notes she is famous for.  Her love 
for the League and passion for our Mission are evident to each 
and every person that she meets.  

Congratulations to our 
2011-2012 JLT President 

Laura Vawter Hobby

2009-2010 President Jennifer Carlstedt, 2011-2012 President Laura 
Hobby and 2010-2011 President Betsy Graham

Laura with her daughter Virginia, 
mother Lynda Vawter and kindergarten teacher 
and League Sponsor, Mary Jane Stewart at the 
Holiday Gift Market.
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG!
  
It’s time for all of us to begin sweeping out 
and starting over with clear minds and new 
ideas. Budding and reinventing ourselves 
for the new year. With this year’s theme 
being, “The Legacy of the League,” I had 
an idea that you could help me with for the 
summer issue of The Sandspur. It would 
really be interesting if you could send me 

an e-mail or a letter as to what you remember to be the most 
unbelievable and memorable thing the Junior League did while 
you have been a member. My e-mail is tgcreed@verizon.net and 
my address is 106 49th Street, Holmes Beach, FL 34217. 

I was thinking about the time we did a citywide Toast to Tampa 
event! It was in 1982. We had a huge party at Curtis Hixon 
Park which I co-chaired with Robbin Bertran. We built gazebos 
ourselves, with the help of husbands, made two story banners 
for the two story posts, brought in large trees, erected a dance 
floor with a railing that we built, decorated the stage for the 
entertainment and had reserved tables. Nell Lee Keen, then 
Sustainer President, got Peter Duchin to play, which was quite a 
coup, and Maurice Williams and The Zodiacs. Tickets were $60 
per person. Pene Herman, then President, remembers there were 
cocktails served at different new buildings all over downtown with 
everyone ending up at Curtis Hixon. Now that was a fundraiser! 
We were fearless! 

Back to the present, the Sustainers haven’t been idle this winter. 
Our group has been out and about and our thanks go out to the 
many who worked hard! At the Fall Cocktail Buffet, Annlynn and 
Julian Byrd hosted 110 people at their home for a fabulous kick 
off party for the holidays. 

It was truly a beautiful evening and the planning was perfect by 
Chair Nadyne Hines with the help of Co-Chair Wendy Garraty. 
The food was wonderful thanks to Denise Chavez of Chavez at 
Home, one of our own members.

Food 4 Kids was a great success. Liz Reynolds organized the 
Sustainers to pack food for the children going home for the 
holidays. The Food 4 Kids program is an ongoing JLT project 
thanks to Sarane Harrell.

Home for the Holidays was a group of events that were held 
during the first week of December and you’ll see coverage in 
this issue of the Sandspur. Toast and Taste at Betsy Best’s home 
was absolutely wonderful! Lisa Andrews chaired this yearly event 
and as usual did a bang up job. All recipes were compliments 
of Junior League cookbooks past and present. The committee 
for the new cookbook coming out soon, made some samples of 
what we have to look forward to. We also had great examples 
of the recipes from our existing cookbooks made by volunteers. 
Yum!

The Sustainer sponsored food drive, November 15-December15; 
resulted in 200 lbs. of food and $1,800 in contributions for food 
for Metropolitan Ministries Family Shelter. Thank you to Britton 
Cisneros for taking on this very special Sustainer Project. This gift 
from the League was very welcomed as they ran short on food. 
Thank you Leaguers for your thoughtfulness during such a trying 
Holiday season for many. 

The Community Service Scene in Tampa—Opportunities for 
Sustainers was a giant success thanks to Chairs Beth Fontes 
and Lisa DeVitto. The speakers, Robin DeLavergne from Tampa 
General Hospital Foundation, Melinda Chavez Ongoing Executive 
Director of Tampa Business Foundation, and Betty Tribble Vice 
President of United Way, were very successful in bringing us all 
up to date on what is happening in Tampa.

Sincerely Yours,
Rosann Martin Creed
Sustainer President

2009-2010 Sustainer Officers 
Sustainer President..................................Rosann Creed 
Vice President/President Elect.................Elizabeth Reynolds 
Recording Secretary.................................Wendy Garraty 
Corresponding Secretary.........................Sue Cox 
  

2009-2010 Committee Chairs 
Sustainer Liaison......................................Elaine Sweeny 
Assistant Sustainer Liasons.....................Cindy Hooks Morrison
                                                                 Tina O’Connell
Program Chairman...................................Beth Fontes 

Spring Luncheon Taste & Toast................Lisa Andrews
	 Wendy Pepe 
Day at the Races......................................Connie Derrick 
	 Eleanor Nesbit 
Bridge Group............................................Joanne Baldy
	 Helen Straske 
Lunch Bunch............................................Scottie Klein 
Transfers...................................................Lesley Dobbins
	 Julie Lux 
Antiques, Art Trips & Seminars.................Marsha Lane 
Investments..............................................Connie Detrick 

Victory Garden..........................................Mary Kay Ross 
  

Sustainer News

Committee
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Mark your calendar!
JLT Sustaining Membership Calendar 2010

MARCH 

15	 The Bridge Group meets at Headquarters 

19	 Sustainer Spring Cocktail Buffet, Note Date Change! 	
	 Greg Ekizian home on Ardsley

24 	 Day at the Races! Tampa Bay Downs

APRIL 

14	 New Sustainers and Transfers Luncheon at TYCC

29	 Sustainer Spring Luncheon and Meeting

MAY 

4	 JLT Annual Meeting

Sustainers pose for a group photo at Holiday Gift Market 

The Sustainer sponsored food drive for Metropolitan Ministries

Sustainer lunch at the Holiday Gift Market

Success has nothing to do 
with what you gain in life or 
accomplish for yourself. 
It’s what you do for others.
- Danny Thomas
 
 



Women with a Vision: Honoring The Junior League 
of Tampa’s Most Senior Sustainers 

League for a Lifetime
The Junior League of Tampa is proud to recognize the following women who have given decades of service to the League and the Tampa 
Bay community. All of these women have celebrated their 95th birthdays and continue their League membership. We are inspired by 
their accomplishments and leadership.

Marjorie Moore Chunn Cochran
Mrs. Cochran joined the League in 1946.

A Belated Happy Birthday to Mrs. Cochran, who turned 95 on January 8.

Louise Lykes Ferguson
Mrs. Ferguson has the honor of being the League’s longest living member, having joined in 1934.

Mrs. Ferguson will be 98 years old this May.

Martha Sale Ferman
Mrs. Ferman joined the League in 1946

We congratulate Mrs. Ferman on her  96th birthday this July 2.

Harriett Bize Lenfestey
Mrs. Lenfestey became a JLT member in 1959.

She celebrates her 101st birthday on August 29.

Dorothy Littler MacEwen
Mrs. MacEwen joined the Junior League of Tampa in 1939.

A Belated Happy Birthday to Mrs. MacEwen, who turned 97 in January.

Eleanor Morris
Mrs. Morris became a JLT member in 1937.

She turned 95 on January 9.  Congratulations!

Sarah Stuart Trice
Mrs. Trice started her League career in 1944.

Happy 96th Birthday in December.
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After a year and a half of research, recipe collection, testing, 
tasting, photo shoots and copywriting, Capture the Coast, Volume 
4 in The Junior League of Tampa Culinary Collection, is nearing 
completion. As you peruse this issue of The Sandspur, Capture 
the Coast is in the hands of our layout editors at Favorite Recipes 
Press and is on schedule to debut this September. 

Not surprisingly, our membership responded with great enthusiasm 
to the call for assistance with this latest contribution to the Culinary 
Collection. More than 500 recipes were submitted and tested by 
275 volunteer cooks. The New Cookbook Development Committee 
worked hard to select and perfect the more than 100 recipes that 
we felt best expressed the flavors, sights and traditions of the West 

Coast of Florida. These unique recipes showcase local ingredients, 
the melding of our rich cultural heritage and our ability to create 
and enjoy the perfect meal in a fabulous outdoor setting. 

Tampa is an idyllic place to live and visit—from our powdery 
beaches and crystalline waters to the abundant farming 
communities of East Hillsborough County, we are able to enjoy the 
outdoors and all that it has to offer virtually year-round. Bringing all 
of this to life through beautiful tablescapes, picturesque scenery, 
and delicious food, Capture the Coast creates the perfect recipe for 
casually elegant al fresco entertaining. 

To tease your senses, we are sharing one of our favorite recipes 
selected for Capture the Coast. Paradise Salad wowed our entire 
committee with its unique combination of flavors and textures—a 
tropical party in our mouths! Enjoy!

Capture the Coast: Nearing Completion

Whisk together mayonnaise, sour cream, cream of coconut, lime 
juice and apricot preserves to make dressing. This can be made 
ahead and stored in refrigerator.

Mix fruit, salad greens and almonds and serve with dressing.

Prep Time: 15 minutes 

 

Ingredients

2 Packages spring mix lettuce

1 Whole Pineapple

1 Pint Strawberries, sliced

1 ½ Cups Grapes, sliced in half

1 Pint Blueberries

1 Granny Smith Apple, chopped

½ Cup Honey Roasted Slivered Almonds

¾ Cup Mayonnaise

¼ Cup Sour Cream

8.5 Ounce Can of Cocoo Lopez Cream of Coconut

3 Tablespoons Lime Juice

2 Tablespoons Apricot Preserves

Paradise Salad



Shannon Walsh
  
Member status: 
Active 
  
Junior League 
Member Since: 
2008 
  
Current Placement: 
Provisional Liaison

  
Occupation: Marketing & Event Planning
  
Family: My parents live locally. I live with my 
brother, TJ, and my boyfriend, Ray
  
I Wish I Knew How To: Speak another 
language. I travel to Europe for work and I 
would love to be able to communicate better 
when I am there
  
If I Could, I Would: Travel the world. I still 
want to visit Australia and Ireland
    
Favorite Thing About Tampa: I love the big 
city, small town feel of Tampa

Community Activities: Children’s Cancer 
Center, the Susan G Komen Foundation 
(3-day), Mary Lee’s House, Relay for Life, 
the Arthritis Foundation and Alzheimer’s 
Association
  
Three Accomplishments You are Proud of: 
My relationships with others, purchasing my 
home and paying off my car
  
Something You Wish Someone Had Told 
You Earlier: Not to take myself too seriously
    
Your Life Philosophy on A Bumper Sticker: 
Everyone deserves a lifetime
  
What Experience has Changed You Most: 
Going away to college
  
My Worst Habit is: Stretching myself too thin 
by trying to tackle too many things 
  
Favorite JLT Placement: Provisional Liaison 
  
One Thing People Would Know About You:  I 
like to workout
  
One Thing People Wouldn’t Know About 
You: Drank a beer from the Stanley Cup  
  

Shannon Graves Polizzi 

Member status: 
Active 
  
Junior League 
Member Since: 
1997
  
Current Placement: 
Transfer  			 
	            

Occupation: New to Tampa and looking!
  
Family: Greg Polizzi – husband, 2 dogs – 
Brandy (15), Rocky (7) and Buddy the cat
  
I Wish I Knew How To: Scuba dive
  
If I Could, I Would: Travel the world
    
Favorite Thing About Tampa: I love being 
close to the beach
  
Community Activities: Sea Grapes – The 
Florida Aquarium’s Fine Wine and Food 
Festival, Alpha Omicron Pi Tampa Bay 
Alumnae Chapter
  
Three Accomplishments You are Proud of: 
My faith, values & morals, my marriage, my 
job & accomplishments working for President 
George W. Bush
  
Something You Wish Someone Had 
Told You Earlier: Everywhere there are 
opportunities--opportunities to live a better 
life, learning, adventure and experiences.  
Reach out and grab them

Your Life Philosophy on A Bumper Sticker: 
Live. Love. Laugh
  
What Experience has Changed You Most:  
My childhood growing up in Europe
  
My Worst Habit is: I hit the mute button on 
the TV remote during commercials
  
Favorite JL Placement:  Junior League 
of Washington – Co-Chair for A Capital 
Collection of Holiday Shops (similar to JLT 
HGM) 

One Thing People Would Know About You: 
I’m  always smiling and laughing
  
One Thing People Wouldn’t Know About 
You:  I spent the night on a US Navy Ohio-
class ballistic nuclear sub 
  

Molly Warfel  

Member status: 
Provisional

  
Junior League 
Member Since: 
2003 

  
Current Placement: 	
Provisional

Occupation:  Owner, Bella Bridesmaid
  
Family:  Engaged to Robert James, daughter 
of Jill & George, sister to Claire (Active in JL 
Greenville, SC), Juli, & Betsy (Provisional in JL 
Greenville, SC).  
 
I Wish I Knew How To:  Keep plants alive 
  
If I Could, I Would: Subsist on an all carb diet
    
Favorite Thing About Tampa: 
It has always felt like home
  
Community Activities: Outside of JLT, 
working with the Humane Society and The 
Straz Center for the Performing Arts 
  
Three Accomplishments You are Proud 
of: Opening my own business, running a half 
marathon, owning a home
  
Something You Wish Someone Had Told 
You Earlier:  It was all leading to this!
    
Your Life Philosophy on A Bumper Sticker: 
Keep trying until you get it right
  
What Experience has Changed You Most: 
Falling in love with the right man
  
My Worst Habit is: Shopping 
  
One Thing People Would Know About You:  
I like to stay busy
  
One Thing People Wouldn’t Know About 
You:  I do my best work under pressure

JLT Featured Members
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$250 Resort Credit

Time for YOU to sway in a beachside hammock and toast 
the sunset with a tall tropical drink. The perfect beach 
getaway is right in your own backyard.

Get a $250 Resort Credit toward food and beverage, 
activities, spa services or shopping … perfect for a romantic
weekend, girlfriends getaway, or a family vacation with a
treasure chest of fun for the kids.

It’s time to

Call 800.360.4017 or visit JustLetGo.com/JRLG for details and
to print out your resort credit.

TW SandspurAd 3-10  1/8/10  7:51 AM  Page 1

          Let us help you 
   relax naturally...
◊ Massages ◊ Organic Facials

◊ Nail Services ◊ Waxing

◊ Airbrush Tanning 

(813) 837-1509
3415 S. Manhattan Ave. 
Tampa, FL 33629
www.bluelotustampa.com

Take 15% off 
any service 

mm#23059

4811 KELLY ROAD, TAMPA , FL 33615   phone  813 .885.1673

admiss ions @ berke leyprep.org    www.berke leyprep.org

Our advice to students? 

DRINK FROM  
EVERY FOUNTAIN.
From microbiology to Mandarin Chinese, from  

rock climbing to robotics, from Faulkner to  

film, at Berkeley Preparatory School we surround  

students with opportunities that nourish their  

thirst for learning. Experience Berkeley for yourself.

A PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 12, INDEPENDENT COEDUCATIONAL DAY SCHOOL IN TAMPA, FL

Berkeley puts people in the world 
who make a positive difference.
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What is The Junior League of Tampa Endowment 
Fund and why do we need it?
The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund (The Fund) is a 
permanent endowment fund that was established to ensure that 
our League is able to maintain fiscal stability and fervently pursue 
our Mission without being radically affected by changes in the 
economic climate or decreases in lifelong membership. 

Each year, The Junior League of Tampa depends on annual 
support to fulfill its Mission to promote voluntarism, develop 
the potential of women, and improve communities through 
effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. The annual 
fundraising campaign, Holiday Gift Market and cookbook sales 
support our community projects and League programs, while 
membership dues cover administrative expenses. However, none 
of these provides long-term financial security nor protects the 
viability of our League. 

A strong endowment fund will ensure a revenue stream that will 
augment, but not replace, the annual fundraising campaign, 
Holiday Gift Market, cookbook sales and membership dues. This 

will give us the opportunity to pursue exciting, new opportunities 
or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating an 
additional financial hardship for The Junior League of Tampa or 
our members. 

How does The Fund Work?
Gifts made to The Fund are never spent but rather are invested 
and managed by the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay 
(CFTB, www.cftampabay.org). Currently, 100 percent of interest 
earned on gifts is returned to The Fund to increase The Fund’s 
value. Once The Fund reaches $500,000, a portion of the earnings 
generated by The Fund will be used to cover future operating 
needs, which might include funding special community projects, 
supporting new training initiatives, providing JLT membership 
scholarships to those in financial need, covering unanticipated 
expenses or financing capital expenditures.

What are The Fund’s short-term and long-term 
goals?
Our long-term goal is to raise $500,000 or more, known as our 
“Hike to a Half Million.” More immediately, our goal is to secure 
$75,000 in donations by August 2010 in order to receive a 

The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund
Leaving a Legacy...Sustaining our Service
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$25,000 matching grant from the CFTB and increase The Fund 
to $100,000. This matching grant will expire if we have not raised 
$75,000 or more by August 1, 2010, and The Junior League of 
Tampa will lose the entire $25,000 pledged from the CFTB. To 
date, we have received donations totaling approximately $45,000, 
so we are $30,000 away from our $75,000 short-term goal. Taking 
into account the matching gift from CFTB, each donation made 
this year would be immediately increased by 63 percent!

Who manages The Fund?
The Fund is invested and managed by leading industry experts 
through the CFTB according to the CFTB’s diversified asset 
allocation model. Additionally, The Fund management is 
closely monitored by The Junior League of Tampa Endowment 
Committee, which consists of select Actives, Sustainers and 
Community Advisory Board Members.

Why should I support The Fund?
Your support is essential to meeting both our short-term and 
long-term goals. Your participation in The Fund will ensure the 
long-term security and stability of the League for our membership 
and our community. Simply put, your gift is your ability to Leave a 
Legacy that will allow the League to Sustain our Service. 

As expressed by Fund Legacy Founders Don and Campbell 
Burton, an established endowment fund “is very important to 
the structure of a strong organization in that the money will be 
allowed to grow and will be there when there is an out of the 
ordinary need such as a special project, needed improvements 
or heaven forbid, catastrophe.”

How much should I give?
There are many opportunities for giving, at all contribution levels, 
and in honor of any special event! The Junior League of Tampa 
has established the following levels of support for donations to 
The Fund:

Legacy Founder	 $25,000.00 +	

Sustaining Founder	 $10,000.00 - $24,999.00	 	

Founder	 $5,000.00 - $9,999.00	

Benefactor	 $2,500.00 - $4,999.00

Sponsor	 $1,000.00 - $2,499.00

Contributor	 $500.00 - $999.00

Supporter	 $250.00 - $499.00

To make it easier for you to support this critical campaign, your 
donation or pledge can be spread out over several months 
or years. We recognize that donors may choose to make an 
immediate gift, a planned gift, or a combination of the two, and 
we will work with you to accommodate both types of giving. 
Whatever your decision, the greatest impact is made the moment 
you decide to participate!

How will my gift be recognized?
The Founders Circle includes Legacy Founders, Sustaining 
Founders and Founders who contribute during the initial 
phase of our fundraising efforts. Founders Circle members will 
be permanently recognized on The Junior League of Tampa 
Web site and at the top of all current and future Endowment 
Fund promotions and publications. Additionally, members 
of the Founders Circle will be listed on a plaque located in a 
prominent location at The Junior League of Tampa Headquarters.  

All donor levels listed above will be recognized on The Junior 
League of Tampa website, The Sandspur, The Spur of the Moment, 
Annual Profile, and Endowment Fund publications in the year of 
the donation. Donations below $250 will be recognized through 
The Junior League of Tampa Commemorative Fund. 

What is the Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society?
The 1926 Society is comprised of League members and friends 
who indicate to the Endowment Committee that they have 
included The Junior League of Tampa in their will, estate plan or 
foundation. The 1926 Society enables you to leave your legacy 
in our community by supporting the future of our League and its 
members.

How do I contribute to The Fund 
or become a member of The 1926 
Society?
The Fund is your opportunity to Leave your 
Legacy on our community by ensuring The 
Junior League of Tampa is able to Sustain our 

Service in the future. We have made it very easy to contribute 
to The Fund by providing several outlets for donations and 
pledges. 

Contribute (or pledge) online at www.jltampa.org. 
Click on the ‘Support Us’ tab, then ‘Donate Online’ where you 
can select ‘Endowment Fund’ to make a direct donation. 

Mail a check made payable to:
The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund directly to 
Headquarters at 87 Columbia Drive, Tampa, FL 33606. 

Contact our Endowment Chair:
Heather Barrow at (813) 839-8262, to arrange for pledges payable 
over an extended time period, more complex donations or to 
discuss becoming a member of The 1926 Society. 

“As the old song goes . . .
the wise man builds his house 

upon the rock . . . 
The Endowment is the ROCK”

 - Sustainer Campbell Burton, 
   JLT Endowment Fund Legacy Founder 
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Thanks to the committed efforts and participation of our Actives, 
Sustainers, Provisionals, sponsors, merchants and shoppers the 
6th Annual Junior League of Tampa’s Holiday Gift Market was a 
HUGE success! The 2009 Holiday Gift Market broke records with 
our total attendance, our total tickets purchased at the door, our 
daily purchased ticket numbers and our daily HGM attendance! As 
the JLT’s largest fundraiser, these results will allow us to continue 
to financially support our many JLT projects like Food 4 Kids, The 
Glazer Children’s Museum, Connected by 25 and DACCO.

A special thank you from Chairs Sheri Schobert and Nicole Hubbard 
to the HGM Steering Committee – Angela Ardolino, Cristina Blunt, 
Natalie Bugg, Kim Carswell, Casey Christopher, Sara Cooper, 
Kimberly Davis, Nicole Gitney, Tabitha Jones, Mary Riding, Jinny 
Sass, Krystal Schofield, Melissa Yates, Susan Zelenka. We could not 
have done it without the amazing support and hard work of these 
talented women! 
  

Friday, November 6th  • Saturday, November 7th • Sunday, November 8th
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Highlights of the 2009 Market
Total attendance was 9,476 a 26% increase over last year. WOW!
3841 tickets were sold at the door, an amazing 40% increase over 
last year! Thank you to Sara Cooper and the Ticket Committee! 
An amazing weekend of sales for our 142 thrilled merchants, 
recruited through the tireless efforts of Jinny Sass and the Merchant 
Committee.

Well over 1000 hours of volunteer service were given in support of The 
JLT’s largest fundraiser scheduled by Mary Riding and the Placement 
committee. 

PR increases in all areas! Thank you to Natalie Bugg, Nicole Gitney 
and Tabitha Jones!
_____________________________________________________________

Bubbles, Baubles & Belles

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2009 Kickoff party such 
a FUN success!! We had an increase in attendance by an amazing 
100%!!! Our VIP limos topped out at 12 and a GREAT TIME was had 
by all! Thank you to the Kickoff Committee and Coordinator, Sue 
Zelenka. 

To check out your pictures and to order please go to 
www.joephototampa.com, Click VIEW PHOTOS and then search 
Junior League Holiday Gift Kickoff.
 
The pictures ordered will have the name of the event, the date, and 
the Bubbles, Baubles & Belles logo. What a wonderful memento of a 
wonderful Girls Night Out! 
_____________________________________________________________

Marketing, Media and PR – HGM in the news and on 
the air!! 

We continue to increase our marketing and PR efforts each year 
and this year saw additional coverage in all areas!!  Some highlights 
included:

OVER 100,000 color flyers and 100 posters strategically distributed 
throughout the Hillsborough County area and as far south as 
Bradenton! 

For the FIRST TIME we had live media coverage from ABC Action 
News who were onsite on Saturday, November 7th! 

In addition, Betsy Graham and Jen Carlstedt appeared on ABC Action 
News, 10Connects, and Fox News 13 to promote HGM – well done 
ladies!  

Our newly edited 30 second television commercial ran repeatedly on 
NBC, CBS and FOX, and Brighthouse Networks during widely popular 
shows such as Regis and Kelly, Martha Stewart and Dr. Phil. 
We also hit the radio airwaves on a multitude of stations including a 
live remote from our media partner WQYK featuring live call-ins on 
Friday, November 6th. 

Print ads in the St. Petersburg Times Publications, Go Momma, 
Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine, South Tampa Magazine, Tampa Bay 
Metro, Tampa Bay Illustrated and new this year were features in local 
MOMS groups and HOA newsletters! 

We continue to utilize digital media in the form of billboards on both 
CBS and Clear Channel locations.  

Our members continue to be our best asset – 500 car magnets on 
cars driving all over the bay area, over 250 lawn signs at houses all 
over Hillsborough County, and the use of social networking outlets 
such as Facebook and Twitter also gave our members an additional 
way to inform the public about The League’s largest fundraiser.  
_____________________________________________________________

Thanks to our Members! 
Thank you to all of our members who got their tickets out to the 
community and got shoppers through the door! Your efforts certainly 
paid off with increases in overall attendance and in daily numbers 
though the door! Once again – well done! 

A special thank you to those Active members who went above and 
beyond with 15+ people who attended  
15 - Taylor Dowdell, Jessica Grimsley, Dena Hilderbrand,  
       Julie Knost, Kathleen Purdy, Catherine Sanders, Sarah Vincent
19 - Kimberly Davis 
22 - Stephanie Schwindt 
29 - Courtney Rawlins 
48 - Meghan Fields 

And our big winner for Most Tickets Through the Door is our very 
own Co-Chair Nicole Hubbard with a whopping 69 tickets! 
Congratulations, Nicole, on the fun South Tampa Dermatology prize 
package! 

Our Provisionals also had some shining stars – thank YOU ladies! 
15 - Christina Thompson, Paola Gruner 

And Gianna O’Connor who had 20 tickets come through and won 
the Clarisonic Skin Cleansing System! Way to go! 

Once again, we celebrate the success of the 2009 HGM and THANK 
EVERYONE for their contribution and commitment! 

Mark your calendars now for the 7th Annual Holiday Gift Market 
November 5th – 7th! We’ll see you all at The Florida State Fairgrounds!   
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          The    Cambridge
 Christian School
    Experience

6101 N. Habana Avenue, Tampa  www.Cambridge-Christian.com
(813)872-6744 Ext. 228  Christian college preparatory curriculum

“Cambridge instilled in our four boys the virtue and passion of achieving their highest potential in academics and in
faith. Cambridge nurtured their individual talents for future career options. From piloting a small single engine airplane
to engineering the avionic products that are an essential part of those aircrafts, from studying abroad in France and 
gaining hands on experience through a co-op at NASA to researching wheelchair propulsion biomechanics for a master’s 
thesis, from interning in South Korea to researching and developing alternative ways to power vehicles more efficiently, 
these are just a few of their passions they live out day to day. And now with our last son ready to begin his college 
           journey in the fall, the opportunities are endless. Our experience at Cambridge Christian School... priceless.” 
                              Mark & Anna Eicholtz, Proud parents of four Cambridge Christian School graduates

A school is the stories of its 
people. This is one of those stories.
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Carol Garner
JLT Sustainer

& 

Krista Maddox
JLT Active

A Softer Approach...
Exceptional Results.

(813) 340-0505
www.GarnerMaddoxTeam.com

Contact us for any of the following services:

Branding (a.k.a. logos, corporate identity)

Signage

Direct Mail

Invitations

Exhibits & Tradeshows

Banners

Promotions 

Brochures & Sales Kits 

Publications

Print Services 

Advertising 

E-marketing

4115 W. Spruce St. 
Tampa, FL 33607 
813.864.1200  
www.sensory5.com 

Looking for your marketing piece to 



Provisional Education - The Provisional Education 
Committee consists of the Chair, two Assistant Chairs and 14 
Provisional Liaisons committed to ensuring that the Provisionals 
have a memorable and educational experience. The Committee 
also has a Project Coordinator who coordinates the seven 
Project Committees which are charged with assisting with 
either the clients or employees of Mary Lee’s House (MLH). 
Besides shepherding a provisional group through this exciting 
experience, each liaison is also assisting the MLH committees, 
which are working to enrich the MLH experience.  As you can 
see - Together we shine brighter! 

Committee Members:
1st row- Cathy Kamm, Laura Hobby (CVP), Terrie Dodson, 
Shannon Walsh
2nd row- Wendi McAleese, Bridgette Howell, Tisha Bue-
naventura, Caroline Vostrejs
3rd row- Lisa Lockhart (Chair), Jessica Grimsley, Aspen Kahl, 
Katie Shelnut, Sara Evans

Not pictured- Kelly Atzenhoefer, Casey Carefoot, April Gib-
son, Cristina Godwin, Kerry McGucken, Heather McKean, 
Jennifer Pressley

Committee Spotlights

Fundraising - The Fundraising Committee is responsible 
for the Annual Campaign and works in conjunction with Holiday 
Gift Market to support the projects and programs of Junior 
League.   The Committee  is broken into  five subcommittees: 
Commemorative Fund, Corporate Donor, Individual Donor, In-
Kind Donor and Patrons Party.  The Committee started before the 
Summer planning, coordinating and implementing the fundraising 
strategies to increase member participation, maximize corporate 
contributions  and reach the goal of $145,000.   Through the 
amazing efforts of the entire Committee and with the assistance of 
our Executive team, we have raised $168,000. 
  

Committee Members:
Back Row: Laura Baker, Kristen Kiser, Katherine Agliano, Terri 
Parnell (Chair) and Stephanie Rumbley (Chair)
Front Row: Nicole Phister, Elise Gres, Anne Williams and  
Sarah Ward (Asst. Chair)

Not Pictured: Beth Kalicki, Kealoha Deutsch, Sue Nichols, 
Rebecca Garbrick, Kelly Bell

Gift Shop – The Gift Shop Committee sells merchandise 
to members that they can enjoy in their everyday lives while 
also promoting The Junior League of Tampa throughout our 
community. These items include shirts, grocery totes, buttons 
and much more. The Committee takes pride in introducing new 
items that the members will enjoy, so this year the gift shop 
will be selling JLT koozies and Tervis Tumblers. Net proceeds 
from the Gift Shop help cover the administrative costs of the 
League.

Committee Members:
Pictured from left to right: Sarah Perry, Amy Loar, Cynthia 
McGuiness, Christina Canody, Kimberly Hannah (Assistant 
Chair/Treasurer), and Anna Glover (Chair)
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Sustainer Liaison - 
The Sustainer Liaison and her 
committee facilitate connections 
between Sustainers, particularly 
younger Sustainers, and the 
League.  The Sustainer Liaison 
works with the Sustainer Task 
Force and Sustainer officers 
to put on events of interest 
to Sustainers, including Back 
to the League Day, Sustainer 
training events, and an event to 
welcome new Sustainers.  The 
Sustainer Liaison also edits the 

Hot Flash email, which has succeeded in delivering targeted 
announcements and JLT information to our Sustainer 
members. 

Committee Members:
Pictured:  Elaine Sweeney (Chair).  

Not pictured, Tina O’Connell (Assistant Chair),  
Cindy Morrison (Sustainer Leadership Assistant)

  
Transfer - The Transfer Committee welcomes ladies 
who transfer into The Junior League of Tampa.   Events are 
planned throughout the year to provide the newest transfers 
the opportunity to meet league members, get acquainted to the 
Tampa area, and learn about The Junior League of Tampa.  We 
welcome these ladies and encourage you to come out to our 
events and meet our newest members!

 
Committee Members:
Pictured from left to right: Sandra Palmer (Assistant Chair), 
Caroline Foss (Transfer), Dora Vilensky (Transfer),  
Kathleen Thaxton (Recording Secretary), Kerri Sullivan. 

Not pictured; Paula Sincell (Chair), Sara Cooper, Katie Johnson, 
Wendy McMullen, Andrea Rottensteiner, Jenny Spencer, Allison 
Thompson, Eliot Van Dyke and Sara Vincent. 
 

The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society. 

1926 Society

1926 Society
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Connect To Us!



The League...Out and About
Gasparilla Invasion Party

Trixie Gillespie and daughter, Caroline, enjoy the 
Gasparilla festivites

The Jose Gaspar and Ye Mystic Krewe of Gasparilla passing by JLT 
headquarters accompanied by a flotilla of locals.

Children enjoyed balloons, games, crafts and snacks while awaiting the 
pirate invasion

Gretchen Dominguez and Corey Poe welcome the little pirates Sophia and Olivia Gray sporting their preppy pirate dresses

Jennifer Dehnert and Christina Matassani host the 
little pirates at the arg-ts and crafts table
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Home for the Holidays

Stephanie Snipes and Stacy Fender

Sarah Kodedek, Carolina Briggs, Amy Ayres, Jessica Shea, Tracie Domino

 

Holiday Gift Market Kickoff

Danielle Post, Nicole Hubbard, Sheri Schobert, Betsy Graham Wendy Brill, Stephanie Wiendl, Lee Lowry

Steely Taglione and Aspen Kahl Chloe Cullinan, Keaolha Deutsch, Beth Benn and Georgia Kane
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The League...Out and About

2010-2011 Executive Committee was announced at the February General Membership Meeting
(L-R) Kathleen Thaxton, Brita Wilkins Lincoln, Stephanie Wiendl, Laura Hobby, Betsy Graham, 
Lee Lowry, Wendy Brill, Heather Barrow, Lisa Lockhart

2010-2011 Executive Committee

Rough Riders Teddy Bear Donation

Community Action Committee

Committee at the FACTors Breast Cancer Education Conference

Rough Riders donate 500 teddy bears to JLT projects

Loralee & Stephen Koontz enjoying the party

Patrons Party

Paula and Mike Cardoso at the Patrons 
Party
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Christina Volini and her kids at the Children’s Halloween PartyChristy and Taylor Ann Guemple and Callie, Jack and Kate Cathey

Brien, Lane and Elizabeth Burkett Sarah Perron and her little pixie, Annabelle

 Cookie decorating at the Halloween carnival

Sarah and Anna Valentine enjoying some sweet treats 
at the Halloween carnival

Children’s Halloween Party at the League

Patrons Party

www.jltampa.org | SPRING 2010	    53



54	 www.jltampa.org | SPRING 2010

Every 
One 
Counts 

“There is no finer investment for any community than 

putting milk into babies.”— Sir Winston Churchill

Priceless 
Human Involvement 
made by DACCO 
committee, lifting 
women up during 
their recovery from 
substance abuse

pounds of food “filled the empty bellies 
of low income children during the week

JLT Capital Investment opened the doors for DACCO facility

60 Pediatric Love Bundles 

provided to children newly 

diagnosed with Cancer
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