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Shaping History
TANYA EGGER

A year ago, when I took on the placement 
of editor of The Sandspur, I wondered 
what I was getting into. I was a journalist 
but I was a television reporter. I know all 
about breaking news but I was not familiar 
with page counts, ad sales, or tables 
of contents. Now, as I look back on this 
year as editor, I am thrilled to have been a 
part of this amazing publication. We have 
been able to share the story of The Junior 
League of Tampa from the beginning when 
twenty-two women formed this dedicated 
volunteer organization. It was fascinating 
to read about Marion Partrick as the first 
president and how the-then Tampa Service 
League welcomed 100 women to its first 
Provisional class. In just their first year, 
they made a true impact on the community, 
working 6,350 volunteer hours and netting 
$1,800 from a charity ball.

When I asked to see the blueprints for 
our League Headquarters for one of our 
articles in the fall issue, it was like I hit gold. 
Looking at the architect’s original drawings 
was like taking a step back in time. For 
the first 38 years of the League, members 
did not have a place to call home, instead 
meeting in places around town. On June 8, 
1959, Tampa’s Mayor Nick Nuccio deeded 
the land that was part of Marjorie Park to 
The Junior League of Tampa for just $1.00. 
The building was complete in 1964. Now 
when I walk up to our Headquarters, I look 
at the beautiful flowers and the plants 
that line the brick walkway and think of 
the members who helped to plant them. 

When I step into Headquarters, I take an 
extra few minutes to look at the black and 
white photos of our past presidents on the 
walls wondering what it must have been 
like to lead this dynamic group of women 
in the ‘30s, ‘40s, ‘50s, and beyond. 

Throughout our history, The Junior League 
of Tampa has developed the potential of 
women and improved our communities 
through effective action and leadership of 
trained volunteers. It has been a fascinating 
look back over the years to see the 
members who in the ‘60s and ‘70s took 
the League from a small town group of 
do-gooders, to a group that helped pass 
local, state, and federal laws.
 
In this issue, we look to the future of the 
League. As members, we are shaping the 
League’s history as we continue to carry 
out the Mission. I am grateful for The 
Sandspur committee who helped carry 
out my vision this year. They have been 
just as excited as I have been to dig into 
the past of the League. I am proud to be 
a member of The Junior League of Tampa 
and can’t wait to see what the future holds 
for our members who remain committed to 
community impact. 

Tanya Egger
Editor

TANYA EGGER 
Editor, The Sandspur 

Active Since 2005
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The Crown Automotive Group thanks each of the 1,800 women of
The Junior League of Tampa who donate more than 75,000 hours
of service each year to helping families and charitable causes.
You make the Tampa Bay area a better place to live. 

We realize at Crown that our lives are intertwined. Not only
through the automobile related work we do but in other ways,
such as how our families and yours are supported in our
communities through education, the arts, and the great medical
services available to all of us. Like you, we realize that there are
those less fortunate than us and we strive to help as we can in our
way to support those organizations. In that way, we are all related.

The Crown Automotive Group is proud to support The Junior
League of Tampa.

If we can ever help you with a vehicle purchase, you will find our
family of dealerships conveniently located along U.S. 19, just
minutes from Tampa.

ANNUAL DINNER   
Celebrate with the League as we look back at 
the accomplishments from the past year. See 
which members were chosen for their unwavering 
commitment to our community.28
OUR FUTURE 
See what is on the horizon for The Junior League 
of Tampa. It all starts with our members who are 
dedicated to fulfilling our Mission. 32
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THE LUMINARIES 
It was an enlightening day as The Junior League of 
Tampa honored three outstanding women and men who 
have made a lasting impact on the Tampa community. 
Read more on our amazing inaugural event.22

UP AND COMING LEADERS 
Training the next leaders of the League is a vital 
part of our organization. In our Conversations piece, 
we talk with three up and coming stars. 44

PARTNERSHIP 
It’s a win-win in this partnership! We have teamed 
up with the Tampa Bay Rays to make positive 
changes in our community.43
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License #150177
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LYNETTE RUSSELL

As I began this journey over 18 months 
ago, I was often asked “What do you want 
your legacy to be?” I struggled with this 
question because I never viewed this 
opportunity as something singular or about 
what I wanted. Being a part of an 89 year 
old institution like The Junior League of 
Tampa, I realize that many dedicated women 
came before me to pave the way. Like our 
members today, they dreamed big dreams 
for our community and then raised funds, 
secured resources and put in place all the 
necessary components to make those big 
dreams come to fruition. I am grateful to 
these women for the foundation they laid 
and the trail they blazed. At the same time, 
I am mindful that it is our responsibility to 
ensure this same future for those who will 
inherit this amazing organization.

Although the commonality of improving our 
community has been a constant over the 
decades, the League has evolved in many 
ways. In the past 15 years, I have personally 
seen how our Active membership has 
changed. Our membership has gone 
from approximately 30-40% working 
outside the home to 89% currently being 
employed. We continue to attract women 
who are passionate about the quality of 
life for children in Tampa, but every year, 
more women join with amazing talents 
and enviable resumes. Their training 
needs may not be the same as years past, 
but they are still looking to gain valuable 
volunteer leadership development that only 
The Junior League can provide.

As I reflect on the year and think about 
the League’s future, I am confident we 

are poised to continue building on our 
successes. The new Luminaries Award will 
continue to grow our community impact 
and diversify our fundraising efforts. The 
implementation of the Management Council 
will increase leadership opportunities within 
the League and sustain our organizational 
capacity for years to come. The upcoming 
redesign of our website will have a fresh 
new look and allow enhanced integration 
of services for members. These are just a 
few exciting things we worked on this year 
that will further the Mission of the League 
and leave a legacy for years to come. 

One of the greatest pleasures of being 
President of The Junior League of Tampa 
is the opportunity to see the amazing 
work being done from a “top of the 
tree” perspective—the ability to view the 
organization as a whole, to watch projects 
and programs collaborate and succeed and 
to know without a doubt that our community 
is benefiting from our efforts. Thank you all 
for allowing me to serve with you as we 
furthered our Mission. It has been the most 
amazing and rewarding journey I never 
thought I could or would take. 

Lynette Russell
President

LYNETTE RUSSELL 
President 

Active Since 2001

“A bird sitting on a tree is 
never afraid of the branch 
breaking because its trust 
is not on the branch but 

on its own wings.”
— Author unknown 

Building on the Successes
A f loral design boutique specializing  

in weddings & events

AndreaLayneFloralDesign.com

Photo by: Blue Lane Studio 
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Did you know that in 2014 there were an estimated 294 million emails sent every day 
worldwide? That amounts to a whopping 2.8 million emails sent every second! It’s no 
wonder that The Junior League of Tampa uses email as one of its most essential forms 
of communication, sending out over 132,000 emails per year. But email is really just 
a piece of the puzzle. To really understand how the League gets our message out, I 
turned to Communications VP, Danielle Post, to get the scoop on how we connect 
with our audiences, both internal and external.

Danielle, who has been an active member since 2006, believes that effective 
communication is the key to organizational excellence—it’s about listening and 
engaging in a real conversation. “In today’s age of instant communication, we seem 
to be in such a rush to push information out and often fail to realize everything to be 
gained from listening.” 

Social media has become an effective tool to help Danielle and her team learn what 
our members want and to increase organizational awareness. On Facebook alone, 
the League has 2,720 followers—an average reach of 866 people a day, 7,000 a 
week. With this level of engagement, Danielle has expanded our communications 
committee, which she explains “has no shortage of technical experts that keep us on 
top of the latest trends.”

Although social media plays an important role in the League’s communication strategy, 
a combination of both digital and traditional methods of communication are used to 
expand our reach. 

With the League’s unique demographic (members ranging from their early 20s to 
over 100 years), we face the challenge of making sure that the League is reaching 
everyone with the appropriate resources. “The League uses over a dozen tools for 
communicating with our members,” notes Danielle. “We are aware that our members 
prefer different forms of communicating, and we try to cater to all of them, no matter 
what season of life they may be in.” From traditional publications like The Sandspur 
to email communications and social media, the League is touching all the bases to 
ensure our voice is heard. 

As the League continues to grow, and the landscape of communicating evolves, 
Danielle believes that the future lies in the use of new and emerging technologies. 
One of the biggest challenges that we face, and one of Danielle’s biggest insights 
from this year, is effectively communicating the massive number of events that take 
place on a daily basis. “Our calendar is mind blowing, we are a very busy group of 
women,” she jokes. Finding a way to organize these communications is a goal for the 
upcoming year and investing in technology and automation will start us on that right 
path for our future.

COMMUNICATION IS KEY
A CONVERSATION WITH DANIELLE POST — COMMUNICATIONS VP

DANIELLE POST 
Communications VP 
Active Since 2006

by TARA DILLON 

With a strong commitment to 
service, clients and their needs 
are always my highest priority.

LAURA CAMPBELL | Realtor®

Please call for your real estate needs  813.990.9554 
LauraTampaBay@gmail.com  |  HomesTampaBayArea.com Each Office Independently 

Owned and Operated

The Junior League of Tampa currently circulates quarterly publications including 
The Sandspur magazine and IMPACT Newsletter as well as weekly and bi-
weekly Sandblast emails. You can also receive League information through our 
social media sites, JLT website, print and broadcast media relations and our 
single topic, stand alone emails.

TM

Why settle for bland & boring when you can 
enjoy the quickest fix that’ll power you up to be 
your best? Our expert chefs prepare our super-
delicious fitmeals with only the freshest, all-natural 
ingredients to bring out the awesome in you.

If you are what  
you eat, be 110% 
awesome.

South Tampa  |  Carrollwood  |  Countryside  |  St. Petersburg  |  SOHO

Brandon  |  Downtown Tampa
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The Role We Play
by DADA GLASER

2014–2015
Sustainer Officers
	Sustainer President 
Dada Glaser

President-Elect 
Susan Kynes Baldwin
 
Recording Secretary 
Elaine Sweeney

Corresponding Secretary 
Denise Cassedy

Another year has flown by! And we have another group of “new” Sustainers who will 
soon be striking out on their own. What role will they play in the future of the League?

I personally would like one of our roles to be identifying and encouraging young 
women to join The Junior League of Tampa. The League leads women to raise their 
involvement in their community and teaches them how to do it. Later, when they 
become Sustainers, they continue to give back to their communities. And Sustainers 
do make an impact. 

Cindy Coney had a full League experience (she is a former JLT President) and 
developed her leadership skills right here at the League. Diagnosed with Lupus as a 
young woman, Cindy developed and then shared her resiliency, her vast experience, 
and leadership skills with patients as well as with those who treat them. She has 
helped to raise more than $150,000 a year for patient research and support for 
Lupus. Cindy is this year’s Sustainer of the Year! She does not stop.

After Mary Lee Farrior went sustaining, she started REACH OUT, a child counseling 
service, which evolved into her founding and funding Mary Lee’s House—a Child 
Protection and Advocacy center. Mary Lee volunteers and fundraises for the children 
helped by Mary Lee’s House. She does not stop.

Betty Wood, a member since 1957, continued on with her “can do” spirit after 
sustaining and she has never quit on our community or the organizations she 
supports. Betty uses her imagination and funny, endearing personality to solicit 
funds for community causes. The number of events that she has chaired, promoted 
and publicized must be well into the hundreds. She does not stop.

Mindy Murphy, another former JLT President, credits the League for being her 
springboard into the position of President and CEO of The Spring of Tampa Bay. 
They said if she could run The Junior League of Tampa, that they were confident 
that she could run The Spring. And she has, not just run it, but she has grown it into 
a hugely successful program benefiting our entire community. She does not stop.

With great pride we recognized and honored our 50-year members who inspire 
us to continue a tradition of faithful support of The Junior League of Tampa at our 
Spring Meeting. Honorees included Joanne Baldy, Elaine Bogue, Marietta Crosby, 
Mary Catherine Gould, Sally Hill, Bonnie Judy, Nootchie Smith, Joanna Stephens 
and Carol Turpin. Congratulations and our sincerest thanks to these members for 
living the legacy.

Everywhere I turn, I find inspirational League Sustainers. They continue to look 
outside themselves and into their community for opportunities to help others and 
to promote the common good. 

Best wishes for a wonderful summer.

Sincerely, 

Dada Glaser
Sustainer President 
2014–2015
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s the demands of our lives pile on and the pace 
of society moves quicker and quicker, it is no 
wonder that our health and overall wellness take 

a back seat to our never ending to-do lists. With the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life, it is easy to see how 
getting enough sleep, eating a well-balanced diet and 
keeping our bodies active become mere suggestions as 
opposed to necessities in our daily routines. We asked 
two well-known health professionals, Catherine Lynch, 
M.D., a gynecologist and Associate Vice President at 
the University of South Florida College of Medicine, 
and nutritionist, Myrna Haag, to shed some light on 
the subject of wellness, and to help us understand that 
we don’t need to totally transform our lives in order to 
be healthy and productive. With the help of a few key 
essentials, any busy woman can get back on track to 
wellness starting today. 

In this day and age, women are wearing more hats than 
ever and it seems as though our roles in our household, 
career, and personal lives keeps growing and growing. 
It is important that we do not neglect our health. As Dr. 
Lynch explains, if we don’t take care of our mental and 
physical health first and foremost, we “don’t feel well, 

might be more fatigued, are not as productive and may 
even experience low self-worth.”

The way Myrna Haag sees it, a person cannot truly be 
productive without being healthy. 

“You can function, but you cannot give true intention to 
what you would like to be, do or accomplish without being 
well,” Haag adds. “I challenge you to ask yourself now, 
are you merely functioning or are you being productive 
and instrumental at x, y, or z?” 

So what are the first steps to understanding one’s own 
health? Realizing that good nutrition, exercise and proper 
sleep all play a role, and that good health equals better 
productivity, on the job and in life. 

“Neglecting our bodies and not exercising won’t make us 
feel good overall and when we don’t feel good, we feel 
the effects the next day,” remarks Lynch. “We may seem 
crankier, snappy, hungry, tired, which not only affects 
you but all those around you. Eating a well-balanced 
diet, getting enough sleep, and fluids helps with our 
menstrual cycle as well. A few easy steps to getting 

by LAUREN CROMER

HEALTH &  
  WELLNESS
a lifelong commitment  

A

back on track are to avoid caffeine and sweets. Also, getting 
enough sleep is key! A solid eight hours of restful sleep in a 
quiet, dark room without any electronics or distractions can 
in some cases be more important than exercise.” 

For Haag, a well-balanced diet is absolutely essential. When 
she speaks about nutrition and wellness, she challenges 
people to be conscious of everything they put in their body. 

“A diet can put you in a state of disease, or it can take you 
out of one,” she explains. “The three components of a diet 
that people should keep in mind are nutrition, balance and 
condition. What nutrients does your food provide you? Your 
fuel should be a balance of protein, carbohydrates, sugars, 
and fats. It’s also important to know your pre-existing 
conditions and how this can play into your overall wellness.”

While many of us, at one time or another, have tried to 
make wellness a priority, only to fall off the wagon and get 
discouraged, Lynch says its important to remember that 
making life changes takes time. “Wellness needs to be an 
on-going process where we are assessing what works and 
what does not,” she explains. “Since everyone is different, 
different routines and styles will work for different people. 
We must understand that we need to re-evaluate our 
wellness over time. An interesting study called the Women’s 
Initiative Study found that if a person walks thirty minutes 
a day three times a week, they can decrease their risk 
of breast cancer by eighteen percent as well as overall 
improved cardiac health. Moral of the story: more exercise 
equals better health.” 

“People can make the decision to get healthy in an instant,” 
adds Haag. “It is like turning a switch on. If you don’t make 
the personal commitment, you are always waiting for it to 
happen. Telling yourself that you have both a mind and a 
body and although I won’t win every day, I am making a 
decision to start. The small steps count and making the 
decision to start is the first of these small steps.” 

So is there a magic pill, diet, or drink that can make us all 
healthy and well? Absolutely not, but it’s important not to 
get discouraged.

“There will be times you will not want to eat right or go 
work out, but having a supportive partner will help keep 
you accountable and keep you going when you want to 
quit,” states Lynch. 

For Haag, wellness includes taking a little time for yourself 
each day. Meditation and yoga are great ways to connect 
body, mind, and spirit. 

With just a little commitment, movement, quality sleep and 
well-balanced diet, anyone could be well on their way to the 
best version of themselves. 

CATHERINE LYNCH, M.D. 
Gynecologist and Associate Vice 

President at the University of South 
Florida College of Medicine

MYRNA HAAG
Nutritionist
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he Junior League of Tampa believes that the 
power of one individual can make a difference 
in our community. WEDU believes in the power 

of storytelling to inspire. When the two organizations 
partnered together this year, the result was The 
Luminaries, an annual award honoring inspiring leaders 
who have made a lasting community impact in the Tampa 
Bay area. The award is special because it includes the 
opportunity to capture and preserve the winners’ unique 
stories through a digital biography—ultimately providing a 
lasting memoir of the winner’s impact on our community. 

WEDU will air those biographies, which will then 
be shared for generations to come through online 
distribution and in a permanent display at the Tampa 
Bay History Center. This will inspire others to be the 
change they want to see in their community.

In his opening remarks at the award luncheon on May 
15, 2015, Mayor Bob Buckhorn reminded the 320 
attendees that each of us has an obligation to leave 
our community better than we found it. 

“This is what these three Luminaries do every day,” he 
told the crowd. “They’ve done it for decades and we are 
a better city today because of it.” 

The Junior League of Tampa chose each Luminary for 
their lasting impact on the Tampa Bay community. Below 
is a summary of their accomplishments. 

Richard Gonzmart describes himself as the “4th general 
caretaker of the Columbia Restaurants of Florida.” 
When he was just three-and-a-half years old, Gonzmart 
knew what he wanted to do—be like his grandfather, 
who carried on the family business. To Gonzmart, the 
Columbia represents Tampa’s culture, its history and its 
commitment to the community.

Gonzmart has become a dedicated advocate for 
educational initiatives and a supporter of childhood 
cancer and prostate cancer research efforts.

Gonzmart’s legacy all comes down to making a 
difference in the community and in the lives of others. 
Humbled to be chosen as a Luminary, he wants people 
to know that the recognition he receives for his civic 
work is unimportant. 

“You do things that are right,” the restaurateur said. 
“Do things to help others and good things happen.” 
Accepting his award, he summarized his thoughts this 
way, “We’re just the caretakers. I took the torch from my 
mom when she passed away and I’m simply carrying it 
for my daughters and their children.”

Sister Claire LeBoeuf, CSC, has spent the past 
35 years founding programs aimed at preventing or 
alleviating child abuse and neglect. Born on a small farm 
in New Hampshire, Sister Claire’s early childhood was 
carefree, until her mother passed away unexpectedly 
when she was 13. The event brought a traumatic and 
abrupt halt to her childhood, after which, she didn’t feel 
like she belonged. She entered the Sisters of the Holy 
Cross when she was 17 with 23 young women, and 
from the start, it was a place where she felt that she 
truly belonged. 

“There isn’t a single experience in your life that doesn’t 
contribute to what you want to do,” LeBoeuf said. Her 
experiences after her mother’s death led to her passionate 
desire to find “a safe, stable and permanent environment 
for every child living in this country and abroad.” 

She’s aware that that’s a tall order. “No matter how many 
or how few, the goal is simple,” she added. “If I can find 
some a home, and someone else looks at our program 

T

PRESERVING THE PAST. INSPIRING THE FUTURE.
Award Luncheon

by HEATHER TRKOVSKY

 Sister Claire LeBoeuf, CSC Governor Bob Martinez Richard Gonzmart 
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and says here’s a way to encourage adoptive families to adopt the 
children, then I will have done not only what I can do today here, but 
what others can do that I won’t ever know about, and that’s okay.”  
LeBoeuf’s life work has led toward that singular goal. In 2004, 
she founded New Life Village, a multi-generational community of 
support for seniors, parents and children coming out of the foster 
system. Through all her works, LeBoeuf doesn’t see herself 
as a Luminary, but says she’s honored and humbled to think 
that somebody, somewhere sees her as a light. “What you do, 
although it doesn’t seem significant on that day, all put together, 
and by the grace of God, it is a wild and wonderful thing.”

Governor Bob Martinez is the grandson of Spanish immigrants. 
Born in Tampa he excelled at sports early on and played baseball 
and basketball during his time at Jefferson High School and the 
University of Tampa. He credits that experience for teaching him 
that being a bystander isn’t acceptable. 

After 16 years with Hillsborough County Public Schools, first 
as a teacher and then representing the teachers in their union 
contracts, it occurred to Martinez that he could use his experience 
with the government to improve the city he loved. Much to his 
surprise, the progress he made as Tampa’s mayor attracted 
the attention of state political leaders who supported his run 
for Governor of the State of Florida. His time as Governor was 
punctuated by lasting efforts in environmental preservation and 
education, two passions stemming from his early life in Tampa. 

Since returning home, the City of Tampa has been lucky to 
have the former governor as an active director or officer for 
numerous local boards, including The University of Tampa, 
Tampa-Hillsborough Economic Development Corporation and 
Lowry Park Zoological Society of Tampa. 

Martinez’s legacy is one of leadership. “You have to put in 
effort,” he said. “You can’t just be a leader by talking. You have 
to execute leadership.” 

In accepting his Luminaries award, he told the crowd, “My journey 
was about people. I was never in construction, but I have built 
people.”

The Junior League of Tampa’s choice of award winners and 
WEDU digital biographies will memorialize the essence of these 
great Luminaries to inspire future leaders in our community. It 
is our duty to take the light of these Luminaries and expand it.

Inaugural Luminaries Chair Melissa Knight Nodhturft and Committee members
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Celebrate |THE GIFT OF GIVING
by CANDACE ROTOLO

his year’s Annual Dinner was a reminder of the 
expression, “The more you give, the more you 
receive.” The evening was a night to celebrate 

the many accomplishments we achieved during the 
2014–15 year, as well as honor several individuals whose 
extraordinary efforts exemplify the Mission of The Junior 
League of Tampa.
 
Outgoing President, Lynette Russell highlighted some 
of those accomplishments, which included providing 
more than 50,000 volunteer hours, raising $550,000 

to support The Junior League of Tampa Mission, growing 
our membership, developing a new strategic plan, the 
implementation of a new leadership structure, and 
hosting several community forums to further solidify our 
place as civic leaders.
 
As incoming president Stacy Carlson received the gavel, 
she reminded all of us that no matter what committee 
each member chooses, the glue that holds us together is 
our commitment to our community. It was an extraordinary 
night as we celebrated the gift of giving.

  T

ACTIVE OF THE YEAR – ASHLEY TARDIFF

Ashley chaired Family Food Fest this year and will chair the new Community Outreach 
Committee in 2015–2016. Membership Vice President Suzy Mendelson says Ashley 
brings her, “joyful, graceful spirit to everything she does. She is fully engaged and 
perfectly calm. Ashley always works to make sure community partners feel cared for and 
appreciated. She ensures committee members are included, inspired, and supported.” 

INSPIRING LEADER OF THE YEAR – MELISSA KNIGHT NODHTURFT

“She approaches every task with a focus on excellence. She meets and supports all of 
our members. Yet she is not afraid to push people out of their comfort zone to grow as 
volunteers and leaders,” said President Elect Stacy Carlson when describing our honoree 
Melissa Knight Nodhturft. Melissa chaired the new Luminaries Award Committee. “She told 
me more than once, I have no idea what I am stepping into, but I will do it.” Stacy added, 
“We are all lucky that she did. Melissa and her team took the challenge and ran with it.” 

SUSTAINER OF THE YEAR – CINDY CONEY
*Presented to a Sustainer who has shown outstanding volunteer service in the 
community after the age of 40.

Cindy Coney is described as, “passionate, proactive, and professional.” Cindy is a past 
president of the League and has helped countless other local organizations as well. Her 
fellow Sustainers honored her as an innovator and an inspiration dedicated to teaching 
children and adults. Cindy founded the Tampa Walk to End Lupus Now, after being 
diagnosed with Lupus in her early 20s. She posts a weekly blog on her website where 
readers call her “an ambassador of hope.” She was raised in Tampa and has made a 
lasting impact on this community, as a dedicated volunteer with an unsinkable spirit.

MARTHA FERMAN SPIRIT AWARD – ANGIER MILLER
*Given to a member that shows achievement, dedication, and selfless spirit as they 
move into Sustainer status

Angier has the ability to “see the big picture of where the League is headed while also 
giving great attention to detail,” explained Suzanne Brownstein, last year’s Spirit Award 
winner. Angier took leadership roles in a variety of League committees through the 
years, including Holiday Gift Market, Treasurer, Secretary, Placement, and Fundraising. 
She also worked on a number of the League’s Communications pieces. Suzanne said, 
“Angier’s impeccable style allows her to see the League through a lens unique to her, 
and throughout that vision she has escalated the brand of JLT.”

COMMITTEE OF THE YEAR – FUNDRAISING 

Fund Development Vice President Nicole Hubbard says just one quote describes this 
powerhouse of women, “If your dreams don’t scare you, then they aren’t big enough.” The 
Fundraising Committee ended the year with some amazing numbers. Members tripled 
the funds raised for the Gasparilla Invasion Party, they introduced the first Corporate 
Fundraising Lunch and Learn to a room full of new potential donors, and they ran an 
energetic Annual Campaign putting the FUN back in fundraising. “They took this committee 
to all new heights this year, with a passion I have never seen before,” added Nicole. 
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 WHAT’S NEXT 
by ANGELA PARONE

reparing for the future is something that The 
Junior League of Tampa has done since 
its inception. Founded in 1926, a group of 

women created a mission and committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women, and 
improving communities through effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. The women of 1926 
may not have known it then, but they were carving the 
future of the League from its very start. 

Fast forward to the present and you have an organization 
of over 1,800 women who still carry the torch of that very 
mission to this day. 

Stacy Carlson, President of The Junior League of Tampa 
(JLT) for 2015–2016, believes that members today are 
the ones who shape our tomorrow. “Dedicated members 
are what makes it possible for the League to develop and 
maintain a strong reputation and solid track record as an 

“TWENTY YEARS FROM NOW YOU WILL BE MORE DISAPPOINTED BY THE THINGS THAT YOU DIDN’T 
DO THAN BY THE ONES YOU DID DO. SO THROW OFF THE BOWLINES. SAIL AWAY FROM THE SAFE 

HARBOR. CATCH THE TRADE WINDS IN YOUR SAILS. EXPLORE. DREAM. DISCOVER.” – MARK TWAIN

FOR THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF TAMPA 

 P

effective corps of volunteers and leaders committed to 
community impact, says Carlson.” “Members at all points 
along the continuum are contributing to the future of JLT 
through the common thread that binds us together—a 
commitment to our Mission.” 

As we start our trek to our 90th birthday, we start the year 
with many new changes tied to our strategic direction. 
This next year we will have a brand new leadership 
structure in place to help strengthen our leadership 
development, mentoring of women and delivery of our 
projects and programs. The newly created Management 
Council will have nine members selected to oversee each 
of the essential areas of our work, including Advocacy, 
Communication, Community Education and Child Welfare, 
Fund Development, Membership, Operations and 
Treasury. Through the addition of managers, members 
will have more leadership opportunities and support with 
the day to day operations of the League.

Also heading into next year, the League will expand 
Community Projects. Each year, The Junior League of 
Tampa invests thousands of volunteer hours in community 
agencies and programs that align to our Mission and 
further the League’s impact in the community. Among the 
new projects for the 2015–2016 year is the Community 
Outreach Committee. The committee, chaired by Ashley 
Tardiff, consists of four coordinators and 25-30 placement 
members. The team plans to collaborate with existing 
League projects, including Kids in the Kitchen, Food 4 
Kids, Children’s Literacy, Kids Connect and H.E.A.R.T 
to implement complimentary done in a day events aligned 
to the purposes of each of these projects.

Tardiff is particularly excited to start this new committee. 
“This committee will play a vital role in bringing together 
not only various JLT committees but also collaborating with 
community partners to further JLT’s Mission of improving 
communities through effective action,” she says. 

Finally, at the center of the League is our members. 
Members fall along a continuum from entering as 
Provisionals to Actives to Sustainers and at each stage 
there are strategies in place to strengthen connections 
to the League and among each other. For example, 
Sustainers represent our largest area of membership. 

As Sustainer Liaison, Suzanne Brownstein explains, these 
League leaders have helped pave the way not only for 
Active and Provisional members, but also for the League’s 
prominence in the community. 

“Effective communication between Actives and Sustainers 
brings greater cohesiveness to us as a League, and allows 
us greater understanding of what the rest of us are doing 
to help the community on a daily basis, whether in the 
League or outside the League,” Brownstein states. “When 
the Sustainers are more aware of what the Actives are 
involved in, they can lend support and wisdom to those 
efforts. When the Actives are more aware of the legacy 
of the Sustainers and how Sustainers have deployed their 
League experience in the community, they can learn from 
them and be inspired by the women who came before 
them.”

One way of integrating members across the membership 
cycle are opportunities for members to work together. 
This year, some Sustainers are serving as volunteers on 
Active committees. Not only does this provide a valuable 
training opportunity to our Sustainers, this type of activity 
helps keep Sustainers connected to some of our more 
mission critical and unique areas of work. Additionally, 
Sustainers can bring a particular expertise and League 
knowledge to our active membership bringing full circle 
our commitment to the development of women.

As a League, we are always looking ahead and taking 
action to improve. Andrea Layne, the 2014–2015 
Strategic Planning Chair explains, “The goal of all of 
strategic planning is to ensure that our League will be 
here, executing our Mission, for the next 100 years.” Layne 
added, “We have such a rich history. By looking forward 
and planning improvements that make our processes 
more sustainable and our organization more responsive 
to the changing needs of the modern members, we build 
upon this truly remarkable foundation.” Our collective 
members and leaders make us strong, and that strength 
will provide us with a bright and solid future.

Constant improvement has always been a commitment 
of our League. Planning for the future is one way we 
ensure the League remains relevant and impactful for 
years to come. 



34  |  Summer 2015 www.jltampa.org  |  35

AN
NU

AL
 C

AM
PA

IG
N

Donations to the Annual Campaign support the programs and projects of The 
Junior League of Tampa (JLT). Each year we ask individuals and businesses in the 
community, as well as our Membership, to support our Mission by donating to the 
Annual Campaign. Donations to the Annual Campaign are not used to pay for any 
general operating expenses, which are financed by membership dues and other 
administrative sources.

To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/annual-campaign
For questions, contact fundraising@Jltampa.org
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Gosine Anesthesia
Kaila Gosselin♦
Ansley and Jamie Graff♦♦
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Miranda Henderson
Carrie Ann Henry
Nancy Hepner
Kristi Hernandez
Vanessa and Karl Herrmann♦
Dana Hess♦
Kirsten Higgins♦
Kate Hiles♦♦
Sally S. Hill♦♦♦
Marissa Holdorf♦♦
Miray Ross Holmes♦
Alison Huffaker
Luke Huffmaster
Noah Huffmaster
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Hui♦
Jennifer and Jeffrey Hunt♦♦
Cady Huss♦
Karen Hussey
Marissa Moss Hyman/Marissa  
    Moss Photography♦
Stacy Hyman♦
Monica Illas♦
Kristin and Andrew Ingram
Betsy Isaak♦
Kelly Jackson♦
Rachel Jackson♦
Cindi Jacobsen♦
Aleks Jagiella♦
Jamie Jenkins♦
Ashley Johnson♦
Mary Hope Johnson♦
Mrs. Jennifer Johnson♦♦
Sandra Johnson
Taylor Jones♦
Julie Junkermann
Selma Kapo♦
Nichole Katulich♦
Kara Keller♦
Megan Kelly
Natalie Kelly♦

Carly Kennedy
Jill Kiely
Allison Kimball
Dulcinea Kimrey
LaKisha M. Kinsey-Sallis
Gale Kirby
Monica Kirkland♦
KKP Security Group/KC Poulin
Loralee Koontz/The Mack 
    Center♦♦
Emily Kropp
Meredith Kuebler
Malloy and Nathaniel  
    Lacktman♦♦
Shawn D. Lambert
Kimberly LaPorte♦
Emily E. Lazarou♦
Wendi LeBrocq♦
Nikki LeClair
Erika and Scott Lee♦
Lauren Lee♦
Rachel Lee♦
Brooke Leske♦
Mary Hall Lester♦♦
Jennifer Libous♦
Libby Lifsey
Mrs. Erika Lindsey♦
Sarah Ling
Lisa Lockhart♦♦
Emily and Gary Loduca
Courtney Loebel♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦
Ashley Looney♦♦
Michelle Mabe
Heather Mackin♦
Erin Macy♦
Kristen Maduri♦
Rachel Kistner Magee♦
Tiffany Maholm
Tara Mahtani♦
Molly Malloy
Christine Malpartida♦♦
Brandi Maniscalco
Margaret Mariani♦
Dossie Marrone♦
Ashley Martin♦
Leah Martin
Marissa Martin♦♦
Wilma C. Martin♦♦
Alyssa Martinez
Caro Massari♦
Jamie Massaro
Mae Mastrorio♦
Christina and Nick Matassini♦♦
Esther Mathew
Marysue and Jim Mathews♦♦
Erika Matos♦
Lydia Mauritson♦
Amanda May♦♦
Kendra McCan
Lisa McCarthy♦♦
Denise McCaskill♦♦
Maggie McCleland♦
Liz and Kyle McCollum♦
Linda Carol McDonald♦

Kristen McFarland
Vivian Santiago McIlrath♦
Sara McIntire♦♦
Carol McKee
Erin McKenney
Melissa and Sterling McLamore♦
Kimberly McLaren
Tara McLaughlin♦♦
Nicole Melendez♦♦
Sara Melvin
Ana Mendez♦♦
Bonnie Mentel
Annette and Michael Messina♦
Sara Messina♦
Alison and Chris Meyer♦♦
Janelle M. Miller♦
Kim and Michael Miller♦
Marcelite Manuel Miller♦♦
Megan Miller♦♦
Jenn Millman♦♦
Michelle Mobley♦
Colleen Moffett♦
Katherine Molinari♦
Alison Monahan♦♦
Cherie Monarch♦
Sondra Monroe-Stockton♦
Jennifer L. Moore
Lynette Morales♦
Leah and JR Morell♦
Jessica Morgan♦
Lindsay Morgan
Nadine K. Mortensen♦
Lesly Morton
Merritt Mosley♦♦
Victoria Motes♦
Mackenzie Munger♦
Caroline Murphy
Julie and Jim Murphy
Monica Murphy♦
Cassidy Murray♦
Sarah J. Murrow♦
Ashley Musolino♦
Ann Musser♦
Anne Myers♦
Erika Read Myers♦♦
Sarah Myers
Samantha Neides
Tiffiny Newton♦
Bailey Nicholas♦
Stacey Borsik Niebles♦
Dr. Eunice Nieves
Lisa K. Nugent♦♦
Noelle and Sean Oakman♦
Hilary O’Brien♦
Jacqueline H. O’Connor♦
Kate O’Hara
Jennifer and Paul Olson♦
Elise O’Malley♦
Danielle Osbrach
Kristin Carpenter O’Steen♦
Jessica Overfelt
Kayley Pace
Carson Padgett
Chelsea Padgett♦
Jillian Pantano♦

Lindsey Parks♦
Angela Parone♦
Adriana Parrino♦
Courtney Parrott♦
Kara M. Partin
Tina Patel
Amy Patenaude♦♦
Sarah Schelling Peet♦
Katie Perkey♦
Katie Persons
Cindy Peterson♦♦
Lauren Petrie♦
Camaria Pettis-Mackle
Molly Phillips♦
Dada A. Pittman
Rayane Plyler♦♦
Anita Popp♦♦
Julianne Porter♦
Catie Prawer♦♦
Emily Preston♦♦
Tiffany and Scott Price♦♦
Meghan Prior
Jennifer Putnam♦
Gael Ragone
Lindsey Ragsdale♦
Cindy Ramm♦♦
Ms. Kenisha Ray
Michelle Raymondo
Jill Reeves♦
Lisa Reeves♦
Katie and Blake Rehberg♦
Mrs. Brooks Reilly♦♦
Hayley Reteneller
Erin B. Reynolds♦
Emily Lauren Rice♦
The Richey Family♦
Kitty Riggs♦
Michelle Mayo♦♦
Judy Rivais and Joe Rivais
Dr. Desiree Rivers
Barbie Roberts♦
Heather and Adam Robyak♦♦
Amanda Rockwood♦
Jennifer Rodgers♦
Deborah and Roger Rodriguez
Jessie Roeder♦
Charlsey Roman
Candace Rotolo
Danielle Roverts♦
Shelly Rumenik♦
Ashley Rushing♦
Jenn Russo - JLT
Amanda Rustmann♦
Amber Rutkin
Andrea Sahawneh♦
Priscilla Sale
Shannon Sampson♦
Christina Sansonetti♦
LM Sawyer and Jerry Kerby♦♦
Julie Scalfaro♦♦
Jamie Schabacker♦
Steve Schack
Erica Schneider♦
Ellen Schnitzlein♦
Krystal Schofield♦♦

Stephanie Schroeder
Karry Schuele♦
Katherine Scott♦
Erin and Marc Seaverson♦♦
Lindsay and Brian Seel♦
Joanna and Stephen Segundo♦
Rachel Semago♦
Shelley Sharp♦
Kristi Shaw♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦
Avril Shelton♦
Beth Shultz♦
Lyndsey E. Siara♦
Austin G. Simon♦
Helena Simon
Marti Simon♦
Sallie Ann Sims♦
Dorimar Siverio-Minardi♦♦
Meghan Gallagher Sladek♦
Amy Slater
Allison Smedley
Amanda Smith♦
Elisha M. Snyder♦
Alden and Rick Sollner♦
Alison St. Cyr♦
Brittany Stahl♦
Janet and Mike Starkey♦
Michaile Stein♦
Jessica Stephenson
Abby Stevens
Karla Stevenson♦
Laura Stevenson♦♦
Sarah Stockstad♦
Lauren Companioni Strahan♦
Jessica Stravino
Shannon Strong♦
Stacie Stuart♦
M Stull♦
Ashley Stultz
Cindi Sutton♦
Hannah Tait
Paulina Tam
Ashley Tardiff♦
Susanna Martinez Tarokh and Jason 
    Tarokh♦♦
Sarah Taylor♦
Lucy Teague♦
Christina and Coleman Thompson♦♦
Beth and Colin Thompson♦♦
Caitlyn Tierney
Mrs. Dawn Tiffin♦♦
Tricia Tindall♦
Kimberly Hannah Trammell♦
Heather and Aaron Trkovsky♦♦
Shelby Tuttle♦
Elisa Underhill
Jennifer Valdes♦
Ginny and Tom Veit♦♦♦
Margaret Vickers♦♦
Mary Vitello♦
Michelle Vivacqua♦
Caroline Vostrejs♦♦
Brandy Waltzer
Jennifer Ward♦
Selena and Curtis Ward♦

Laura Warren♦
Christi Watson
Marni Weaver♦
Caitlin Weber♦
Kristin Wells♦
Allison Welter
Alyssa Wennlund♦
Coley Westerberg
Mary Whalen♦♦
Melissa Whitney♦
Ashley Whittemore♦
Caterina Whitwell♦
Emily Williams♦♦
Jennifer Williams
Teneille Williams♦
Cari Wolczynski♦
Caroline Wright
Katie Wyatt♦
Lindsay Yarbrough
Cally Yvel
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Zahn♦♦
Kellie Ziemak♦
Camille Zutes♦

IN-KIND
A Piece of Cake
American Bartending School
Ashton Woods Homes
Balloon Sunsations
Bayshore Contracting Corporation
The BlissBooth
The Blue Hen
Brittany Anderson Photography
Cabot Creamery♦
CBS Radio
Celsius Marketing Interactive♦♦
Cheese Please
Clementine Monograms♦
Avery and John Colman/ Uniform 
    Nametape♦♦
Convergence Consulting Group
Datz♦
Diamond Pilates
Doormet: Gourmet Cafe-Delivery
Ducky’s Sports Lounge
Emmy and Rynne
Essentials Massage, Facials and Nails
Farm House Fresh
First Citrus Bank♦
Flora Fine Flowers and Events
The Florida Aquarium♦
Florida Holocaust Museum♦
Fiona-Lee Gerrard♦
Grand Events of Florida♦
Happy’s Home Centers
Healthcare Professional Liability 
    Specialists
Jamberry Nails
Joe Photo Tampa/Matt Nassif♦
LabCorp
The Mack Center♦
Nature’s Table Cafe/Krista and Tim 
    Kleman
Painting With A Twist - Tampa
Pink Palm - A Lilly Pulitzer Signature 

    Store
Rex Goliath
Rick Maupin Photography
Sensory 5♦
ShutterBooth Tampa/Monique 
    Turley♦
Tampa Bay Metro Magazine♦♦
Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine♦
Team Enterprise
Tito’s Handmade Vodka♦
Via Musica Productions
Westshore Pizza and Cheesesteaks
Yogurtology

MEDIA PARTNERS
CBS Radio: WQYK and Q105 ♦♦
TBT ♦♦
Tampa Bay Metro ♦♦
Tampa Bay Parenting ♦♦

COMPANY MATCH
3M
Abbvie
ADP
Aetna
AIG
Alliance Bernstein
Ameriprise Financial
Avis Budget Group
Bank of America
BIC
CA Technologies, Inc
Cengage Learning
Covidien
CR Bard
Delicato Family Vineyards
Gannett
Helios Education Foundation
J.P. Morgan Chase
Macy’s
Merck & Co, Inc.
Merrill Lynch
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Network for Good
Pohlad Family Giving
Saint-Gobain
Socius Insurance Services, Inc.
T Rowe Price
Tampa Pallet
US Lumber
Well Care

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS

SILVER
Nordstrom♦♦
TECO Energy♦♦

BRONZE
The Bank of Tampa♦♦♦

PATRON
Suncoast Chrysler Jeep Dodge♦

GASPARILLA SPONSORS

SILVER
Tampa Bay Rays Baseball Ltd.♦

BRONZE
ASKTHEDOM.COM – 102.5 FM 
    THE BONE
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP♦♦
South Tampa Kids Dental Krewe♦

PATRON
L & L Fire Protection/Rhonda and 
    Duane LeCornu
Majesty Title Services, LLC
Sparkman and Sparkman, PA
Stahl & Associates Insurance

LUMINARY SPONSORS
In Partnership with WEDU

SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR
Calhoun International LLC 
Florida Blue Foundation
Mr. Richard Gonzmart 
Betsy and Drew Graham ♦♦♦
Helios Education Foundation
NorthStar Bank
TECO Energy♦♦
Stella and Bronson Thayer
Lavinia and Lee Touchton♦♦

LANTERN SPONSOR
The Dutkowsky Family
Harris & Hunt, PA
University of Tampa

TABLE SPONSOR
13 Ugly Men Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Caspers Company McDonald’s  
    Restaurants
Terrell and Joe Clark♦♦♦
The Home Association, Inc.
La Coop, PA - General and Forensic  
    Psychiatry
Lightning Foundation
Moffitt Cancer Center
Virginia and Phil Nodhturft, Jr.
Mr. Ayman Rizkalla

MULTI-YEAR DONOR DESIGNATIONS
♦= 2–4 years at any level 
♦♦= 5–9 years at any level 
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any level

Donor list as of May 20, 2015. 
If you believe your name has been 
omitted in error, please contact 
Fundraising Chair, Leslie Hodz at 
fundraising@JLTampa.org



38  |  Summer 2015 www.jltampa.org  |  39

CO
M

M
EM

O
RA

TIV
E 

FU
ND A Commemorative Gift is a way to recognize a significant event in a Junior League 

member’s life — joining in their celebration or thinking of them in a time of sorrow.

Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions
• Honor someone’s service to JLT 
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one

To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your donation inside 
(cash or check only) or scan the QR code to be taken directly to our online donation site 
(credit or debit card). All commemorative gifts support The Junior League of Tampa’s 
endowment. 

To learn more or to make a gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts
For questions, contact endowment@jltampa.org

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF

CONGRATULATIONS TO

Anna May, 
daughter of Amanda & Joseph 
May	
 Beth Thompson
 Jordan Donnelly 

Chloe Olivia Popovics,
daughter of Nichole Katulich & 
Mike Popovics	
 Taylor Jones

Christian James Benjamin, 
son of Trimeka & Anthony 
Benjamin	
 Lynette Russell
 Marie Hebbler

Blakely Elizabeth Jones, 
daughter of Taylor & Wesley 
Jones 	
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Jenny Spencer
 Laura Everitt
 Lynette Russell
 Nicole Gitney
 Sarah Kodadek

Adoption of Tyler, 
son of Heather Mackin	
 Megan Duffey

Finn Michael Dupuis, 
son of Francine Hewes Dupuis	
 Lynette Russell
 Shannon Walsh
 Stacy Carlson

Gunnar Garcia, 
son of Nicole Garcia
 Sarah Kodadek
 Stacy Carlson

Julia Elizabeth Hornof, 
daughter of Jessica Kendall & 
Jason Hornof 	
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Krista Koteles 
 Lynette Russell
 Marie Hebbler
 Megan Duffey
 Nicole Gitney
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzanne Brownstein

Cora & Caroline, 
twins of Mary Ellen & Roy 
Collins	
 Sarah Walters

Henry Hettinger Foss, 
son of Caroline & Peter Foss	
 Krista Koteles 
 Sarah Kodadek
 Suzanne Oaks Brownstein

Margaux Elisabeth Plyler, 
daughter of Rayane & Jay Plyler	
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Jenny Spencer
 Sarah Walters
 Stacy Carlson

Lorenzo Bennett Gomez, 
son of Amy & Nelson Gomez	
 Katie Cappy 
 Marie Hebbler
 Sarah Walters

Kaelyn Leigh Fender, 
daughter of Laura Fender	
 Suzanne Brownstein

Michael Maxton Glidewell, 
son of Margaret & Phil Glidewell 
 Krista Koteles 
 Nicole Gitney

Mason Michael Fontana, 
son of Christina & Joe Fontana
 Lynette Russell

Mona Baker, 
daughter of Courtney Baker	
 Katina Markowski
 Selena Ward

Olivia Grace Gstalder, 
daughter of Lauren & Chris 
Gstalder 	
 Gretchen Dominguez

Sydney Lane Siara, 
daughter of Lyndsey & Joe Siara
 Nicole Gitney
 Taylor Jones

William Stephen Donnelly, 
son of Jordan & Jimmy Donnelly	
 Nicole Gitney
 Shannon Tompkins

Henley Rose Hardiman, 
daughter of Kelli & Buddy 
Hardiman	
 Krista Koteles

Adalynnn Grace, 
daughter of Shelly & Matt 
Rumenik 
 Ginger Doherty 
 Meghan Sladek

 

Beau,  
son of Joanna Chapman 	
 Shannon Tompkins  

Evelyn Molly Andersen, 
daughter of Molly & Chris 
Andersen
 Laura Everitt
 Shellie Huffmaster

JeanAnn Cone Bowdoin, 
daughter of Carlee & William 
Bowdoin 	
 Jordan Donnelly 
 Lynette Russell
 Sarah Walters
 Stacy Carlson

Julia and Sophia, 
twin daughters of Courtney 
Haygood 
 Kristin Wilson
 Meg Bock
 Sara McIntire
 Shannon Tompkins 

Margaret Jane Reintjes, 
daughter of Bethany & Steven 
Reintjes
 Sarah Walters

Jacob Michael Johnson, 
son of Jennifer & Heath Johnson
 Lindsay Dorrance
 Sara McIntire

Chloe Cullinan, 
on her successful completion 
of the Salesforce.com Certified 
Administrator Test 
 Krista Koteles 

Laura Ward, 
for being elected Circuit Court 
Judge, Group 20	
 Lynette Russell

Active of the Month Nominees, 
A. Jagiella, C. Balco, M. Whalen, 
M. Repplinger, D. Furman & L. 
Freeman	
 Marie Hebbler

Alex Haddad,  
for her place in the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal ’s 2014 Up & 
Comers Class	
 Nicole Gitney
 Shannon Tompkins 

Andrea Layne,
on the expansion of her business, 
Andrea Layne Floral Design	
 Krista Koteles

Bridgette Howell, 
on her new ante/postpartum 
clinical nurse at TGH
 Gretchen Dominguez

Erin Cassidy, 
for being named the incoming 
President of Emerge Tampa Bay
 Jessica Overfelt

Erin Seaverson, 
for qualifying for the 2016 Boston 
Marathon	  	
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Sarah Kodadek
 Stacy Carlson

Cherie Monarch,
for being appointed to 
2015/2016 Food 4 Kids Chair
 Sarah Walters

Hannah Gross, 
on her new job as Director 
of Business Development at 
Guardian Restoration Services, 
Inc.	
 Krista Koteles 

Jenay Iurato, 
for being honored with the Luis 
“Tony” Cabassa Award from the 
Tampa Hispanic Bar Association 
because of her dedicated work 
on human trafficking	
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Sarah Kodadek

Marlo Cervi, 
for making Chairman’s Club and 
Rep of the Year for RTI
 Jenny Spencer
 Marie Hebbler
 Sarah Kodadek
 Sarah Walters
 Stacy Carlson
 Lorraine Korb 

Megan Bock and Kristin 
Wilson, 
on a very successful 11th Annual 
Holiday Gift Market
 Krista Koteles  
 Nicole Gitney

Melissa Knight Nodhturft,
for being appointed Secretary of 
the Junior League’s 2015–2016 
Executive Board	
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Jenny Spencer
 Jordan Donnelly 
 Marie Hebbler
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzy Mendelson
 Krista Koteles 
 Nicole Gitney
 Lynette Russell

Roia Barrios,
for being appointed to 
Hillsborough County ’s Citizens 
Advisory Committee
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Jenny Spencer
 Katina Markowski

Danielle Dennis,
for being appointed Strategic 
Planning Director of the Junior 
League’s 2015–2016 Executive 
Board	
 Danielle Post
 Lynette Russell
 Fiona Gerrard
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Jennifer Rodgers
 Jenny Spencer
 Jordan Donnelly 
 Marie Hebbler
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzy Mendelson

Suzy Mendelson,
for being named in the Top 
10 Under 40 by South Tampa 
Magazine
 Krista Koteles 
 Lynette Russell
 Sarah Kodadek
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Stacy Carlson

Trimeka Benjamin,
for her place in the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal ’s 2014 Up & 
Comers Class 	
 Marie Hebbler

2014/2015 Community Action 
Committee,
for a successful year and 
for being named the April 
Committee of the Month		
 Suzy Lopez

Nicole DeLoach Hubbard,
for being appointed President-
Elect of the Junior League’s 
2015–2016 Executive Board	  	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Jenny Spencer
 Jordan Donnelly 
 Katina Markowski
 Marie Hebbler
 Sara McIntire
 Sarah Walters
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzy Mendelson
 Lorraine Korb 
 Lynette Russell

Dr. Kathryn Hall,
elected first woman President 
of Florida Facial Plastic Surgery 
Society	 	
 Nicole Hubbard

Georgia Kane,
for being appointed to 
2015/2016 Food 4 Kids 
Assistant Chair	
 Sarah Walters

Nicole Hubbard,
for being nominated as a finalist 
for the Tampa Bay Business 
Journal Health Care Hero 	 	
 Katina Markowski
 Nicole Gitney  

Elena Day,
January Active of the Month	
 Marie Hebbler

Karla Stevenson,
for her place in the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal ’s 2014 Up & 
Comers Class 	
 Krista Koteles 

Nicole Geller,
on her placing 1st in her race	
 Gretchen Dominguez

Shantell Noble McLean,
for being honored at the USF 
fast 56 ceremony. “The Fast 
56 identifies, recognizes and 
celebrates the world ’s fastest 
growing USF Bull-owned or 
Bull-led businesses”	
 Sara McIntire

Stacy Jacobs Carlson,
for being appointed President of 
the Junior League’s 2015–2016 
Executive Board 	 	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Jenny Spencer
 Jordan Donnelly 
 Katina Markowski
 Marie Hebbler
 Lynette Russell
 Suzy Mendelson

Sustainer Attorney General 
Pam Bondi,
for being elected for another 4 
years	
 Emily Roberts Kropp

Suzy Hays Mendelson,
for being appointed Community 
Director of the Junior League’s 
2015–2016 Executive Board	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Jenny Spencer
 Jordan Donnelly 
 Marie Hebbler
 Lynette Russell

Melissa Snively,
or being elected to the 
Hillsborough County School 
Board District 4	
 Lynette Russell

Marissa Dietz,
on her new job	 	
 Hayley Reteneller
 Sarah Myers

Laura Everitt,
for being appointed Membership 
Director of the Junior League’s 
2015–2016 Executive Board 	 	
 Lynette Russell
 Stacy Carlson

Andrea Layne,
for being appointed Nominating 
Director of the Junior League’s 
2015–2016 Executive Board 	 	
 Lynette Russell
 Stacy Carlson
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This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts 
received February 22, 2015 through May 18, 2015.

IN MEMORY

Ken Beytin,
father of Michaile Stein
 Hannah Gross
 Megan Duffey 

Anne Garrison Kelly,
 Nan Kelly Wilson 

Denise Cassedy’s Mother,
 Suzanne Oaks Brownstein

Elaine Sweeney’s Brother,
 Suzanne Oaks Brownstein

JLT Active Krystal 
Schofield,
 Jenny Spencer
 Krista Koteles 
 Lynette Russell
 Nicole Gitney
 Selena Ward
 Stacy Carlson

Jose Luis Abreu,
father of Cristina Abreu
 Hannah Gross

Stacy Carlson’s 
Grandmother,
 Jenny Spencer
 Laura Everitt
 Lynette Russell
 Marie Hebbler 

Leslie Hodz & Laura 
Fender’s Grandmother,
 Hannah Gross

Tom Hanley,
father of Lauren Hanley
 Hannah Gross

Jennifer Palacios 
Johnson’s Grandfather,
 Sara McIntire

Hillsborough County Public Schools 
Magnet Programs INSPIRE Students to...

Arts • International Baccalaureate • Engineering 
STEM • Environmental Science • Preparatory Academies

For more information, contact the Choice Information Line at 813.272.4692 or visit choice.mysdhc.org

ACHIEVE EXCEL DISCOVER

Tired of  Looking Tired?
Schedule a complimentary consultation ($150 value) and  
mention promotion code ‘ResetNow’ to receive an addition-
al savings on treatments. Call 1-813-367-1915 today.

adamscheinermd.com

Restore. Reveal. Reclaim.™

Featured on Dr. Oz and 
The Doctors 

[ May not be combined with other promotions or specials. ]

Casey Christopher,
on her engagement to Tom 
Gaggin
 Isabel Dewey
 Jenny Spencer
 Katina Markowski
 Marie Hebbler
 Megan Duffey
 Nicole Gitney
 Sarah Kodadek
 Shannon Tompkins 

Alex Haddad, 
on her marriage to Anthony 
Palermo 
 Nicole Gitney
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Ashley Hayes 

Krista Dietrich, 
on her marriage to Ian Koteles	
 Gretchen Dominguez
 Nicole Gitney 

Courtney Loebel, 
on her marriage to Joe Cox 
 Shannon Walsh

Lucy Teague,
on her engagement to Garrett 
Garcia 
 Beth Thompson
 Krista Koteles 
 Nicole Gitney
 Sarah Walters 

Allison Hebert, 
on her engagement to LaMarcus 
Edwards Barr Stainton 
 Nicole Gitney
 Sarah Walters
 Shannon Tompkins  
 Stacy Carlson 

Natalie Capone, 
on her marriage to Mario 
Rodriguez 		
 Caroline Vostrejs 

Colleen Balco,  
on her marriage to Adam Moffett
 Sarah Walters

Erin Dye, 
on her marriage to Rob Lastra
 Jessica Overfelt

Jessica Kendall, 
on her marriage to Jason Hornof	
 Nicole Gitney

Lauren Bennett, 
on her marriage to Eric Kuschel
 Sarah Walters

Shannon Walsh, 
on her marriage to Ray Tompkins
 Laura Byrne
 Megan Bock
 Selena Ward

Stacie Patterson, 
on her marriage to Matt Stuart 
 Ashley Hayes 

Courtney Loebel, 
on her engagement to Joe Cox 
 Jessica Overfelt
 Nicole Gitney 

Charlsey Reed, 
on her engagement to Justin 
Roman	  
 Nicole Gitney

Kelly Morningstar,
on her engagement to Kyle 
Stewart
 Jordan Donnelly 

Kristin Trimble,
on her engagement to Ryan Nail
 Danielle Post
 Sarah Walters

Mychael Fenlon,
on her engagement to Stefan 
Sumby
 Nicole Gitney

BEST WISHES TO
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Endowment Fund

SPONSORS
Terrell and Joe Clark

Endowment Committee 2012–13

 
The Founders Circle

LEGACY FOUNDERS

The Junior League of Tampa

Campbell and Don Burton

The Community Foundation  

of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS

Betsy and Drew Graham

Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane,  

In memory of Kenneth Charles Kane 

FOUNDERS

Heather and Bennett Barrow

Allison and Adam Burden, 

In memory of Sandee Simpson 
Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes

Laurie Ann Burton

Stacy Carlson

Pat and Calvin Carter

Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.

Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers

First Citrus Bank,  

In honor of Jessica Kendall

Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III

Jenay and Kevin Iurato

Helen Kerr

Ann Sells and David Miller 

Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana

Terri D. Parnell

Mary, David and Abigail Persky

Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley

Lavinia Witt Touchton,  

In memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

Donor List as of December 8, 2014
Donations less than $250 are recognized 
through the Commemorative Fund. 

Thank you to our inaugural member of  

the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman.

The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund 
Leaving a Legacy...Sustaining Our Service

Launched in 2007, The Junior League of Tampa (JLT) Endowment Fund is a 
permanent fund established to ensure that our League is able to maintain 
fiscal stability and fervently pursue our Mission without being radically 
affected by changes in the economic climate or decreases in lifelong 
membership. JLT can draw interest on the fund, but it will never touch 
the principal of the fund. A strong endowment fund will ensure a unique 
revenue stream that will give the League the opportunity to pursue exciting, 
new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating 
an additional financial hardship for the organization or its members. All 
commemorative gifts support The Junior League of Tampa’s endowment. 

 
Donating to the Endowment Fund is as affordable as your next double 
espresso or 18 holes. To make it easier for you to support this critical 
campaign, your pledge of $1,000 or more to The Fund can be paid over a 
five-year period. For a small amount each week, you can Leave your Legacy 
and ensure The Junior League of Tampa is able to Sustain Our Service forever. 
 
 

1 WEEK 1 MONTH 1 YEAR 5 YEARS

Coffee break $5 $21 $250
Sponsor
$1,000

On the go lunch $10 $42 $500
Benefactor 
$2,500

Lunch for two $21 $83 $1,000
Silver Legacy 
$5,000

Dinner and a 
movie for two

$42 $167 $2,000
Gold Legacy
$10,000

A round of golf 
for two

$104 $417 $5,000
Platinum Legacy
$25,000

To learn more about the Endowment Fund and to make a gift online, visit  
http://www.jltampa.org/endowment-fund.

For questions, contact endowment@jltampa.org

The Junior League of Tampa considers it an honor 
to be designated as a beneficiary of an estate or 
foundation. We highly regard this type of planned 
giving and recognize donors through membership 
in The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society.

The 1926 Society enables you to leave your 
legacy in our community by supporting the future 
of our League and its members.

COMMUNITY PARTNER: TAMPA BAY RAYS
by LAUREN MOORE

The Tampa Bay Rays are hitting home runs, both on and 
off the field. They are leaders in the community when it 
comes to philanthropic efforts. Jamie Patterson, Senior 
Manager of Community Relations, has helped the Rays 
increase their community outreach by joining forces 
with The Junior League of Tampa. The Rays not only 
sponsored the JLT Gasparilla Invasion Party this past 
January, but they were also supporters of the recent 2015 
Luminaries Award Luncheon. 

The Rays’ support of the League has continued in other 
ways as well. For instance, the Rays most popular mascot, 
Raymond has attended Family Food Fest for the past 
two years. It was just one of the more than 350 events 
that Raymond, fellow mascot, DJ Kitty, and Rays players 
attend each year to encourage fans to be healthy, active, 
engaged citizens. Just like JLT, the Rays concentrate their 
community efforts on literacy, access to opportunities, 
and pathways to success through education.

“Both mascots support our community partners first 
and foremost,” adds Patterson. “Raymond loves to visit 
libraries, schools, summer camps, and will make visits to 
local hospitals to cheer up kids who need a laugh.”

Last summer, Patterson and then-JLT Fund Development 
Vice President Nicole Hubbard helped coordinate the 
inaugural Summer Slide Shoe Drive at a Rays game, 
which benefited the League’s Love Bundles project. 

“We had a great response from our fans, who either 
donated new pairs of shoes or made monetary donations 
to the program,” explains Patterson. The League also 
participated in a group ticket fundraiser for the game 
with the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Department.  

Patterson was especially impressed with the Love Bundles 
program, adding that, “children who have been removed 
from their homes due to abuse and neglect are sometimes 
left with nothing to call their own. Providing them with 
necessities like shoes can make such a difference in their 
confidence and ability to go to school with their heads 
held high.”

In her 10 seasons with the Rays, Patterson has had 
the opportunity to work with many organizations in the 
community, but is most impressed with the work and 
Mission of The Junior League of Tampa. 

“The League’s passion for addressing issues facing the 
Tampa Bay community is evident and the dedication of 

their volunteers is unmatched. It is clear that every member 
of the organization stands behind its mission. They are 
involved in some of the most important areas of need in 
our community and they are really making an impact. From 
the human trafficking campaign, to supporting youth aging 
out of foster care and the work being done in communities 
like Sulphur Springs, they are changing things and it’s really 
exciting to see.”

The Senior Vice President of the Tampa Bay Rays, Mark 
Fernandez, is also a big supporter. He serves on the 
League’s Community Advisory Board, which provides 
strategic guidance to the Executive Board. “JLT is making 
great strides to better our community every day through 
the work they do to support children and families,” says 
Mark Fernandez. 

In the future, both the Rays and the League look forward 
to building on the existing partnership and doing more 
great things together. 

The League’s passion for 
addressing issues facing the 
Tampa Bay community is 

evident and the dedication of 
their volunteers is unmatched.
— Jamie Patterson, Senior Manager of Community Relations

“
“
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Training leaders is an integral part of The Junior League of Tampa’s 
Mission. Each year, members have an opportunity to take on new and 
challenging positions where they can grow their skills. 

Actives Kate Caldarelli, Elena Day and Trimeka Benjamin are up-
and-coming leaders of the League. Next year, Kate will serve on 
the League’s Management Council as the Community Child Welfare 
Manager, Elena will be Luminaries Award Event Chair, and Trimeka will 
chair the Public Relations Committee.

We spoke to all three women to learn about how the League has 
prepared them for the year ahead.

How have previous placements prepared you to serve in your 
new position? 

KC: While I was a member of the Junior League of London 
(UK), I chaired a committee called Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library, which was similar to our Children’s Literacy project. 
Having no experience with grants, I was quickly educated on how 
they worked. Here in JLT, I was assistant chair for Provisional 
Education, last year. There are a number of complexities and 
diversely talented individuals involved in that committee, which 
provided me with a unique perspective and skill-set to serve in 
my new role.

ED: As a Provisional, I was chair for The Spring, and during my 
first year as an active member, I served as a Provisional Mentor. 
This year, I was on the Abolish Committee as Coordinator. I’ve 
gained experience with strategic planning, project and time 
management, and how to work within a committee to execute 
events. I’ve also learned the importance of organization and 
communication within large committees. All of these positions 
helped me learn how to plan and delegate.

TB: I previously sat on the Strategic Planning Committee under 
the leadership of Andrea Layne. Her direction helped me 
understand the strategic priorities of the League which has 
allowed me to contribute to the committee. 

CONVERSATIONS: 
by NANCY BURKE

ACTIVE Kate Calderelli 

ACTIVE Elena Day

ACTIVE Trimeka Benjamin

What advice would you give to other members of 
the League who may want to pursue a leadership 
position?

KC: Go for it! Just because you think you might 
not have the right skill set doesn’t mean you can’t 
do it. You don’t have to be a tenured member 
of the League. I was a transfer, and have only 
been in Tampa a few years. Personally, I was 
mentally ready for a leadership role, so I thought, 
“Why not, go interview for a management council 
role?” Because of what I have done in my career 
and in past roles in The Junior League, I was able 
to show that I was ready for more responsibility.

ED: If a League member has any desire to pursue 
a leadership position, they should go for it. You 
always hear, “The League is the best place to 
fail,” and it’s true. It’s the best place to challenge 
yourself, and you will have such a great support 
system of women by your side, that you shouldn’t 
worry about failure. We all are members of the 
League because we want to give back to our 
community, and taking on a leadership role is 
one of the best ways to positively affect people 
in our community. 

TB: I have two pieces of advice: first, do it! 
Second, be willing to understand why things 
are as they are first. Be prepared to go slow at 
first in order to go fast shortly after. I know that’s 
hard to do because we all are leaders in our own 
right, but this is a rare and fulfilling opportunity 
to listen, learn and hear a perspective that you 
otherwise would never have in your life if it 
weren’t for JLT. 

What are you most looking forward to most next 
year, and what will be your biggest challenge?

KC: Even though I have been in the Junior 
League for a while, I still consider myself new. 
I transferred to Tampa from the London Junior 
League in 2012. So compared to many others 
who have either chaired, or are familiar with our 
community projects, I am still learning about 
each one. It’s like starting a new job for me, 
which makes me nervous and excited at the 
same time! 

ED: My biggest challenge will be chairing my 
first committee as an Active member. I also 
look forward to learning, growing, and using 
my leadership skills; and collaborating with the 
different community members. As a committee, 
I hope we put on a successful event and watch 
our efforts come to fruition.

TB: I am looking forward to learning as much 
as possible from people who have been in the 
League longer than I. I also can’t wait to leverage 
my amazing team. But my biggest challenge will 
be that we may want to take on too much, and I 
will have to consistently be mindful of that. 

How do you stay organized and make time for all 
of your commitments? 

KC: I am all about lists! If I don’t put it on a list or 
in my calendar, it won’t get done. I often create 
a detailed action plan with due dates and clearly 
defined steps. That way I can make sure I am 
making progress and keeping up with deadlines. 
I even do “old school” lists with paper and pencil. 
There is just something satisfying about crossing 
an action item off when it is complete.

ED: I identify what is important to me, such as 
family, friends, work, voluntarism and exercise; 
then I prioritize and find the time for my 
commitments each week. I actually rely on my 
old-fashion planner and make lists to help me 
coordinate. 

TB: Organization is not my biggest strength 
and I make mistakes. I’m comfortable admitting 
when I make those mistakes and do everything 
possible to make it right. That’s a part of being 
human. To minimize this, I give 100% to what 
needs me. And I juggle — I wear many hats that 
expect priority at all times. As women, we know 
how to juggle, how to prioritize, and how to look 
like a duck! We look graceful above water and 
the moment you look underneath the water, you 
see those legs kicking and pushing forward 
making amazing progress with the perception 
of precision and grace. That’s how I give the 
appearance of organization. 

“A leader takes people where they want to go. A great leader takes people where 
they don’t necessarily want to go, but ought to be.” – Rosalynn Carter
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4811 KELLY ROAD, TAMPA, FL 33615   813.885.1673   BERKELEYPREP.ORG

An independent day school for boys and girls in Pre-K to Grade 12

A PASSION 
for MUSIC

KATIE,  GRADE 6

admissions.berkeleyprep.org/Katie

Opportunities abound  

to discover your passion  

at Berkeley.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE LEAGUE
All of our members give of their time and their money to make sure The Junior League of Tampa 
continues to be an influential part of the community. But our members are amazing in their 
professional and personal lives as well. Meet just a few…

WENDY BRILL | Sustainer | Active: 1997
 
Wendy grew up in Tampa on Davis Islands and has spent most of her career working in 
government relations. Currently she is the Senior Director of Government Relations for the 
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce. She worked for many years for local and state 
elected officials and also served on many campaigns.
 
Wendy served in numerous leadership positions including the Executive Board but her favorite 
was chairing the first year of the Food 4 Kids project. Wendy also loved being Community 
Vice President because; “I could play a small role in all of the projects.” She loved her time 
as an Active member of the League. “I can honestly say many of my closest friends and 
mentors are people I met in the League.”

 
Wendy is a mother of two boys, 8 and 10. Her husband, Jonathan, travels for work so she says she is fortunate to have 
family nearby who are always willing to step in and lend a hand. She is very proud of her volunteer work with JLT and 
she continues giving her time to help others. Wendy volunteers with Hyde Park United Methodist, St. Mary’s Parents 
Association, Amaryllis Garden Club, and Tampa Prep Alumni. 

DESIREE RIVERS | Provisional 
 
Desiree is a woman of faith, family, and the pursuit of excellence through education and 
service to others. She is married to her college sweetheart and they have three children, 
Kayla, London and Chloe.
 
Desiree has a PhD in health education and she is an administrator and teaching faculty 
member at both the USF College of Medicine and the USF College of Public Health. 
She directs a statewide Florida Health Equity Research Institute; teaches medical and 
public health students; conducts research and publishes and presents her work locally and 
nationally. She is a member of the Greater Tampa Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc. 
and partners with many organizations helping children in the community. “The civic, cultural, 

and educational programs afforded to our children are integral to shaping them into the leaders of tomorrow.”

Desiree loves that the Tampa Bay community has such rich diversity—racially and ethnically, culturally, economically, 
and professionally. “With such diversity, there’s an overall love and respect for all people. She joined JLT to engage 
with like-minded women dedicated to empowering others through leadership and philanthropy. Desiree just received 
the Provisional class award of “Most Likely to be JLT President.” Desiree loves to travel. She also enjoys singing and 
dancing, she was even the lead singer in a girls’ group in high school singing R & B hits. I see a JLT band in the future!

BETH SCHATZBERG | Sustainer | Active: 1992
 
Beth served in many leadership positions throughout her Active years in JLT chairing 
projects including Baby Bungalow, Commemorative Fund, and Hospice’s Camp of Love. 
“One project called the Parent Support Project was amazing. We developed safety packets 
for day care centers, worked with law enforcement and came up with logos - so many 
things that I never thought I would have the chance to do, let alone the knowledge and 
ability.” Beth has continued volunteering, serving her 15th year on the Board of Directors 
for Mary Lee’s House.

She and her husband Ronnie are celebrating their 23rd year of marriage and they have 
two children. They are constantly on the move with their children’s activities. “You never 

really know how much children can impact you until you’ve seen them grow into young adults. We are very proud of 
our kids and love who they have become.” She loves living in Tampa, calling it a small town with lots of personality. 

Beth started dragon boat racing 10 years ago. She tried out for Team USA three years ago and made the team that 
traveled to Milan, Italy to compete in the International Dragon Boat Races. She was part of the Masters Women’s team 
that won 1 silver and 5 bronze medals. She also traveled to Poland last year as part of the coaching staff for Team 
USA with the group that won the overall ranking of the Best National Federation Team. “It was an honor to be included 
with so much talent and determination.”

CAITLIN HAMLIN | Provisional
 
As a Provisional member, Caitlin has truly enjoyed meeting the dedicated women members 
of the League. “The caliber of women in the League is unmatched. They are impressive and 
it’s fun to be a part of their lives as they achieve even more.” She is excited to become more 
involved in the Abolish Movement and other Tampa initiatives to fight human trafficking.
 
Caitlin and her husband just celebrated their fourth wedding anniversary. They both earned 
two degrees from the University of Florida and are die-hard Gator fans, never missing home 
football games. Their dog is named Alli, short for Alligator. Caitlin works in Healthcare 
Administration for Shriners Hospital for Children-Tampa. However, she is most passionate 
about her Rodan + Fields business where she is a top leader working with a nationwide 

team helping people change their skin and their lives. She is an active member of the St. James United Methodist Church.
 
There are some things that might surprise you about Caitlin. “I love public speaking, whether it’s to a room of 5 or 500. 
I also love the outdoors and have been backpacking along the Appalachian Trail.” She and her husband are working 
towards their PADI Open Water Scuba Certification. In 2005, Caitlin earned th Girl Scout Gold Award and as a result, 
was selected as the speaker for the Women of Distinction Luncheon where she had the honor of introducing Jane 
Goodall as the Keynote Speaker.

NICOLE GITNEY | Placement: Kids Connect | Active: 2008
 
The first JLT event Nicole volunteered for was a Kids Connect adoption event during her 
Provisional year. “I was hooked from that point forward. I loved meeting the kids, interacting 
with the families, and hearing about the matches and ultimate adoptions was so impactful.”
 
In 2004, she began working at St. Joseph’s Hospital as a pediatric nurse. In 2008, her focus 
shifted from bedside nursing to the clinical technology side of health care. As an Advanced 
Clinical Education Specialist, her focus is on the design, build, implementation, and ongoing 
optimization of different types of health care technology.
 
Nicole loves anything to do with water! She has recently taken on two new water sports, 

including dragon boat racing and paddle boarding. “I have enjoyed dragging my friends out to investigate different parts 
of the Tampa Bay area via paddleboard.” The most important part of life for Nicole is her family. “I have an extremely 
close immediate and extended family who love and support me through everything.” She recently added an addition to 
her family, a Soft Coat Wheaten Terrier puppy. Nicole says what she loves about JLT is the sense of security and support 
from the women. “I have had so many great mentors and I appreciate how they push you to the next level, while walking 
beside you and helping you every step of the way.” 

by TANYA EGGER
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Head to the Visit Tampa Bay Visitor Center 
and peruse a treasure chest of gi� s and 
gear. Mention this ad and get 10% off !

SHARE TAMPA’S 
TREASURES
GIFTS FOR FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS.

Official Tampa Bay Visitor Center
615 Channelside Dr.  •  Suite 101A
Tampa, FL 33602 • (813) 226-0293

Head to the Visit Tampa Bay Visitor Center 
and peruse a treasure chest of gi� s and 

SHARE TAMPA’S 

get fab in-a-flash

bodybyblo.com
blomedry.com

blo|body tampa
4102-2 West Boy Scout Boulevard,
Tampa, Florida 33607 • 813 877 2639
blotampa@blomedry.com

Whether you’re going for a pretty and polished 
mani/pedi, or flawless tresses Blo|Body Tampa 
will make your wildest beauty wishes come true, 
seven days a week. 

Plus! Junior League members get $5 off of any service 
for a limited time, with the code bloheartsjlt! 

Hillsborough Community College –

Putting Tampa Bay to Work 

HCC is an equal access/equal opportunity educational institution.

HCC_Sandspur_8x10.5_workforce.indd   1 4/7/15   2:02 PM
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Spring Luncheon 50-Year Members

Spring Luncheon - Host Committee

Sustainer Emeritus Tea

The Luminaries committee at Leadership Training

The Luminaries committee, A Bright Future!

Press conference on Human Trafficking legislation

Spring Dinner
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Press conference after two Human Trafficking 
bills passed the FL. Legislature

Membership Social at TopGolf

Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce Women 
of Influence Luncheon

HEART Year End Social
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Food 4 Kids

Ready to Achieve Graduation Party

Food 4 Kids

Food 4 Kids

Ready to Achieve End of Year Social

Community Enrichment Grant from the 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office

2015 Dottie Berger MacKinnon Wings of Inspiration award from 
Friends of Joshua House Foundation, Inc.

Food 4 Kids

Sustainer Day at the Races Hostesses

Family Food Fest

Family Food Fest

Family Food Fest

Family Food Fest

Sustainer Day at the Races 
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UE As we wind down another year, we reflect on the accomplishments of The 
Junior League of Tampa members. Our members dedicated more than 

50,000 volunteer hours to the various nonprofit organizations we support. 

Here are a few ways we impacted the community for the better. 

200
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE 

PACKETS PROVIDED AS PART 
OF SCHOLASTIC SUCCESS

7 FINALIZED ADOPTIONS THOUGH 
OUR KIDS CONNECT PROGRAM

PROVIDED $25,000 IN GRANTS 

HANDED OUT  7,396 BAGS OF FOOD 

AND SERVED 384  KIDS EACH WEEK. 

Distributed 9,127 books 
as part of our Children’s 

Literacy program

$208,403 net revenue raised by 
2014 HGM, over 14,000 people 

through the door

12 nominations 
received for 
Luminaries

13 quality of 
life events held 
for children in 

foster care
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