
FALL 2017

POTENTIAL



2  |  Fall 2017





4  |  Fall 2017

ED
IT

O
R'

S 
LE

TT
ER

MARGARET CASHILL

What does “potential” mean to you?

I've been reflecting on the term and how it relates to the members of The Junior League of 
Tampa. It’s part of the League's mission statement, “developing the potential of women.” It’s 
also the theme of the fall issue.

Some of the stories I find most inspiring describe how people overcame obstacles to achieve 
their goals, whether they aspired to become a better person or to improve the world around 
them. I think many people who join JLT are of a mindset to do both. Fortunately for us, the 
League offers abundant opportunities to develop our potential.

As a result of our League experiences, we have exposure to community issues. We hone our 
skills. We gain confidence. We enjoy friendships and shared experiences. We have endless 
opportunities to give back. The members of JLT, through their involvement in the organization, 
set and achieve goals.

For examples, look no further than the pages within. You will read about committee leaders 
trying out new ideas. You will hear from a President who believes in the League’s ability to 
develop future success. You will get to know a President-Elect who followed a path of new 
opportunities across the country. You will meet the Provisional class preparing to carry on the 
tradition into the future.

JLT provides us with opportunities for voluntarism, leadership development and friendship, and 
supports us as we strive to reach our potential. It also opens our eyes to new possibilities, both 
for ourselves and for the community we serve. We at The Sandspur look forward to sharing 
those stories.

On a final note, I would like to say farewell to my Sandspur Co-editor Chrissy Doligalski, who 
has relocated to North Carolina. Thank you Chrissy for your leadership and guidance over the 
last year. We will miss you.

Margaret Cashill
Editor

THE  D ISTANCE WE’ LL  GO
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BEHIND THE BALUSTRADES

KATIE CAPPY

For many, the start of a new year rings on January 1. People look 
to the year ahead with renewed hope for seizing opportunities and 
setting a new course. 

For me, fall has always been the start of the new year. As a child, 
fall greets you with back-to-school supplies, friends missed, 
challenges ahead. Depending on where you live, the seasons may 

begin to change and there is a crispness in the air. School is back in session, and our lives regain 
their routine and consistency. I have been able to parlay this feeling of newness first as an educator, 
and now as a parent. 

To me, the arrival of fall represents the start of the new year and a time to celebrate and anticipate all 
the potential that exists.

Potential is defined as having or showing the capacity to become or develop into something in the 
future. Each year, the 1,900 volunteers who comprise The Junior League of Tampa reflect on what 
can be in the year ahead.

As an organization, JLT is fortunate to experience the chance for reflection and renewal each year. 
We spend each summer onboarding our newest leadership team, welcoming our newest members 
and preparing for a year of community impact and member development. There is no better way to 
sum up this time of year than endless potential.

This issue will introduce you to our 2017-2018 leadership team, our newest Provisional class, an 
innovative new approach to a longstanding project, and a collaboration that formed from our 90th 
Anniversary Legacy Projects.

With each example, you will see that the year ahead is full of endless potential. I speak on behalf of 
all of our members when I tell you how excited we are to open a new year!
 
Warmly,

Katie Cappy
President, 2017-2018

www.jltampa.org  |  9
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we are
T A M P A

bringing community together

sixty-five years of teaching, learning, and 
building meaningful friendships

open house
november 7 • 6:00 p.m.

www.stjohnseagles.org 
information@stjohnseagles.org

Tampa-Central/South 
1155 S Dale Mabry Hwy. 

Tampa, FL 33629 
(813) 515-6891

NothingBundtCakes.com

17-MF-0230-08091_Fall_.3-7x4-9_V2.indd   1 8/16/17   3:25 PM

Save the Date!
Past Young Entrepreneurship Program (YEP) winner Janeé Scarle, owner and designer 
of Old City Calligraphy, plans a chalkboard workshop just in time for the holidays.

For additional details and to register to attend, please visit jltampa.org.

TUESDAY, DEC. 5. 6:30–8pm  | MAIN ROOM AT JLT HEADQUARTERS

We hope we will see you there!
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With the ebb and flow of our economy, many 
nonprofits are at risk. The trend surfacing in 
these struggling organizations is the creation of 
an evolving category of membership known as 
Sustainers. So ladies, we are trendy… cutting 
edge. 

Deeply rooted in the success of The Junior League 
of Tampa is the role of Sustainers. We are its 
backbone, its heart, its soul. Our Actives make 
it thrive with their energy, passion and purpose. 
Together we are a reckoning force. On a mission to 
maximize our potential, we need each other. 

The value of being a Sustainer is priceless. The 
rewards are monumental. These statements come 
from my heart. As a little girl, my mother, Betty 
Wood, instilled in me a sense of pride for the 
League. She emphasized how important being a 
good member was to the organization. I must give 
to receive. Through the years I began to see the 
League as my mother does. This spring my bold 
statements regarding the worth of the League and 
being a Sustainer were truly validated. 

On April 19, 2017, I was looking forward to 
attending the Sustainer Spring Luncheon. The 
event was special to me for several reasons. I 
would be attending with my mother, it was her 
birthday, and with the turning over of the gavel, I 
would be the Sustainer President. I was so excited 
about sharing this new role with my mom. But, 
that’s not what happened. 

That morning, my husband called my mother to 
wish her a happy birthday. Since he is a medical 
doctor, she shared with him that on the previous 
evening she had chest pains. Soon thereafter, I 
was charging over to my mother’s home to take 

her to the emergency room, despite her resistance. 
She certainly did not want to spend her birthday in 
the ER. After all, she had the luncheon to attend 
and dinner at Bern’s planned for the evening. As 
expected, Betty was dressed to the nines from 
head to toe with just the right jewelry to match her 
outfit. Yep, that’s my mom! 

In the ER, she was true to form, flirting with all 
the cute doctors. I tried to convince myself that 
her bubbly personality that morning meant she 
was physically fine. I was wrong. My mom had had 
a heart attack. Over the next 48 hours, she was 
transported to Tampa General Hospital, taken into 
the operating room for a heart catheterization, 
had two stents placed in her arteries and was 
back at home. I am overjoyed to say that on my 
mom’s birthday, they gave her life. This happened 
so quickly as a result of the magic of networking. I 
was immediately on the phone with very amazing 
Sustainers of the League. They made it happen. 
That’s priceless.

Betty and I look forward to seeing you this year at 
the many League events. I encourage you to spend 
time with my mom. She will make you laugh, smile 
and love being a Sustainer.

Sincerely,

Betsy Chambers

BETSY CHAMBERS

THE MAGIC OF 
NETWORKING

2017-2018  
SUSTAINER OFFICERS & CHAIRS

BETSY CHAMBERS: Sustainer President 

LESLIE JENNEWEIN: President-Elect 

ALYSIA EKIZIAN: Recording Secretary 

ELIZABETH KURZ: Corresponding Secretary 

GWYNNE YOUNG: Sustainer at Large 

GINGER DOHERTY: Sustainer Chair 

BETH SCHATZBERG: Sustainer Chair 

ANDREA WEBB: Sustainer Chair 



www.jltampa.org  |  13

BUSY YEAR AWAITS THE SUSTAINERS 
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KENDRA MCCAN 
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously served as a contributing writer for The Sandspur. She 

has worked as a civil litigation attorney in Tampa since 2013 and lives with her fiancé Chance. She enjoys running, attending 
concerts and spending time with her family.

by KENDRA MCCAN

For more information on upcoming Sustainer events,  
please contact Sustainer President Betsy Chambers  

at schambe2@tampabay.rr.com.

Fall Bridge Event

The Junior League of Tampa is excited for another great year of 
collaboration with our growing membership of Sustainers who continue 

to contribute to the League and carry on invaluable friendships. 

OCTOBER 17

Lunch Bunch

Fall Cocktail Party

OCTOBER 24

NOVEMBER 10

DECEMBER 6

Fall HGM Luncheon



14  |  Fall 2017

KID 
 APPROVED

AN INDEPENDENT EPISCOPAL DAY 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS  
IN PRE-K TO GRADE 12
www.berkeleyprep.org/openhouse

Berkeley – where your natural born  
explorer will grow

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSES: Grades 6 to 12: October 22 | Pre-K to Grade 5: October 24 
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As The Junior League of Tampa continues its 
efforts to maximize community impact and realize 
its full service potential, this year’s Executive 
Board is excited to introduce the League’s newest 
committee: Volunteers at Large.

The Volunteers at Large Committee “will be 
going out into the community to promote JLT and 
advocate for our core issues alongside other like-
minded community partners,” Committee Chair 
Jenny Schroeder explained.

Specifically, this committee will work closely with 
other nonprofit organizations in the area to provide 
volunteers and other support for events and 
projects in line with JLT’s mission and core issues 
focus. 

For its inaugural year, the committee intends 
to collaborate on five to 10 major community 
partnership events through the spring.

Internally, the Volunteers at Large Committee will 
also provide volunteers and support to various 
JLT community outreach projects such as Food 
for Kids, Love Bundles and Family Literacy. 
Additionally, through events such as this fall’s 
Community Partnership Lunch (a coordinated 
effort with the JLT 
Public Relations 
and Marketing 
Committee), the 
Volunteers at Large 
Committee seeks 
to facilitate and 
encourage large-
scale community 
collaboration 
between individuals 
and organizations 
with similar service 
and impact goals. 

The concept behind the Community Partnership 
Lunch is to bring together members of the 
community (including those who already partner 
with JLT) to highlight and discuss JLT’s community 
outreach projects, legislative priorities and 
successes from the past year’s legislative session. 

Through its collaborative efforts, the Volunteers at 
Large Committee aims to strengthen and facilitate 
community impact with both internal and external 
contributions to various service projects and 
organizations in the area.

by KENDRA MCCAN

JLT’s Newest Committee: Volunteers at Large 
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KENDRA MCCAN 
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously served as a contributing writer for The Sandspur. She 

has worked as a civil litigation attorney in Tampa since 2013 and lives with her fiancé Chance. She enjoys running, attending 
concerts and spending time with her family.
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by ALEX PALERMO

PHOTOGRAPHER: Brit tany Elise Photography, www.brit tanyelise.com

2017-2018   Executive Board

Meet the members of the 2017-

2018 Executive Board. They 

come from the local area, across 

the country and abroad. They 

are united in their dedication to 

The Junior League of Tampa 

and their belief in its potential to 

change lives for the better. 

Katie Cappy
The daughter of a Navy pilot, Katie Cappy has lived 
all over the United States. When she moved to 
Tampa, she had no idea it would be the place she 
would call her permanent home. Then Katie met her 
husband Ryan, who was born and raised in Tampa, 
and she has been here ever since. The Cappys have 
two children.

Katie joined the League in 2003. On the subject 
of what the League means to her, she said, “I have 
always enjoyed the ability of the League to meet 
women where they are in life. Both personally 
and professionally, my life has changed drastically 
since 2003, and there has always been a League 
placement perfect for my ability to engage. I have 
also learned that this is truly an organization where 
the more you give of your time and talent, the more 
you receive in impact, awareness and development 
of yourself and the community which we all call 
home.” 

This year as President, Katie is honored to represent 
the League in the community. She looks forward 
to expanding community outreach to ensure the 
League is positioned to help break the cycle of 
poverty for disadvantaged children and families.

When asked who has influenced her life, Katie 
credited her parents for always encouraging her to 
pursue her dream. She also explained that at this 
point in her life, she is inspired and motivated to 
show her children that learning is a lifelong journey, 
and that there is tremendous value in finding one’s 
passion and following it. 

In preparation for her role as President, Katie 
acknowledges her family, friends and the women of 
the League. “In this role, it truly takes a village and I 
am tremendously grateful for the support,” she said.

Katie recently presented the membership of the 
League her favorite quote, which comes from an 
unknown source. It was, “Purpose is the reason you 
journey. Passion is the fire that lights your way.”  

With regards to the quote, Katie said, “I don’t think 
truer words could be spoken about the League and 
its members. All have a passion or purpose when 
they seek out membership, and it is amazing to 
watch those passions and purposes grow, evolve 
and strengthen through the work we have the 
opportunity to do within the community.”
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ALEX PALERMO
Originally from Niceville, Florida, Alex is an attorney at Burr & Forman, LLP practicing business litigation, employment law and 

insurance defense. She and husband Anthony have a daughter named Rory. In her free time, Alex loves spending time with them 
as well as boating, running, working out, reading and binge watching episodes of Friends.  17

Jenny Spencer
Originally from Massena, N.Y., Jenny Spencer moved to Indiana 
when she was 16. She played softball at Indiana University, and 
after graduating, came to the Tampa area for physical therapy 
clinicals and settled here. Having grown up where it snows most 
of the year, Jenny knew she wanted to be a part of a vibrant 
and active area. She met her husband Peter sailing at Davis 
Island Yacht Club, their home away from home. The couple has a 
daughter, Ava (7), and a son, Evan (5).  

Jenny is a Realtor with Palermo Real Estate Professionals and 
director of medical services for Innovative Medical Services. In 
both roles, she is able to help fulfill her love of helping others.

As Community Director, Jenny’s goals include working with 
community leaders to address the needs of the community, 
working with the Strategic Planning Committee, continuing to 
educate the community about JLT and its projects and working 
in collaboration with League leadership to be sure it is the best 
representative it can be in the community. Jenny said she feels 
most connected to JLT when she watches friends and peers she 
has mentored become leaders.

Isabel Dewey
Born in Spain to Cuban parents, Isabel Dewey grew 
up in Satellite Beach. She is an industry learning and 
knowledge leader with IBM. Isabel has been married 
to John for 16 years, and the couple has three sons, 
Evan (12), Daniel (10) and Gabriel (7).  

Isabel joined The Junior League of Las Vegas in 2001. 
Speaking to her goals as President-Elect this coming 
year, she said, “I would like to focus on membership 
initiatives that will continue to drive and grow member 
participation at all levels. Additionally, I want to ensure 
that all of our members feel comfortable on Digital 
Cheetah and can easily engage with their committees 
and membership at large.”

When asked when she feels most connected to the League, Isabel said, “When I see women that I work 
with feeling empowered. It is immensely gratifying and I’m thankful for the opportunity to work with so many 
phenomenal women.”

The most influential people in Isabel’s life are her parents, who fled Cuba without speaking English and 
completely started over with their seven children. “Whenever I feel like something is a bit overwhelming, 
reminding myself of their ability to be successful in overwhelming circumstances definitely puts things in 
perspective,” Isabel said.
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Taylor Jones
A fourth-generation Tampa resident, Taylor Jones has 
deep roots in the community. Her entire family lives 
in Tampa, and she loves that her children will grow up 
surrounded by relatives. She and her husband Wesley 
have a daughter Blakely (2.5) and another daughter due in 
October.

Taylor, this year's Membership Director, joined the League 
in 2009. She has enjoyed learning from past placements 
and credits her past Membership and Community Project 
placements as the foundation of her League career. These 
placements taught her how JLT affects the community 
and members. Taylor recounted, “I have been able to take 
away such memorable experiences volunteering and also 
engaging with members that have helped me to become 
the leader I am today.”

When asked who influences her, Taylor cited the many 
women she has met throughout her time in the League. 
“I have been fortunate to have gained mentors who have 
helped guide me and push me to my fullest potential. I am 
always learning from those around me and feel leadership 
is all about learning.” Her favorite quote: “The most 
powerful leadership tool you have is your own personal 
example.”

Caroline 
Vostrejs
Caroline Vostrejs was born in Stuttgart, Germany, 
and moved to the United States when she was five 
years old. She was raised in Ocala and attended the 
University of Florida. Caroline is director of business 
development for The Beck Group in Tampa.

This is the first year on the Executive Board for 
Caroline, this year's Finance Director. She joined 
the League in 2007. One of her most memorable 
placements was serving as HGM  
Co-chair in 2012. “I learned a great deal that year 
about myself, the League and about running a 
large-scale event. It was so much work, but so very 
rewarding,” she said. “The best part was working 
with the HGM team and then sharing our success 
together. Each placement I’ve had thus far has taught 
me something new or introduced me to a new person. 
That’s my favorite part about the League.” 

Caroline is married to Ryan, and they have two dogs, 
Goose and Hawk. Caroline is the oldest of three. Her sister, Andrea, is also a JLT 
Active member, and her mother Diane is a Sustainer. Caroline credits her mother 
for teaching her the importance of giving back. She said of the League, “It is rare 
to find a place where it’s safe to make mistakes; JLT affords us this opportunity.”

PHOTO BY: Abbey Saxton Photography



Kate Caldarelli
Kate Caldarelli’s family came from Boston originally, and she lived 
in eight different states growing up. She met her husband Brian at 
work in Atlanta when they were both employed in finance. The couple 
moved to London for four years before making Tampa home. They 
have two sons, William (5) and Joey (3). The family recently settled on 
Davis Islands and love living in Tampa.

Kate joined The Junior League of London in 2010 and transferred to 
Tampa in 2012. She has enjoyed all her roles in the League, but her 
favorite has been Strategic Planning Director. She loved it so much 
that she has continued in the same role for a second year. 

“You really get an understanding of all the time, effort and dedication 
the entire League gives to our community,” Kate said. “In this role, I 
was able to move our strategic plan forward and help teams develop 
processes that will help sustain and grow the League going forward. 
That’s exciting to see.”  

This year marks the last year of the League’s current strategic plan. 
Under Kate’s leadership, the Strategic Planning Committee will 
develop the priorities and objectives for the next three to four years. 

Ginny Garcia
A native of Orlando, Ginny Garcia is a proud graduate of the 
University of Florida. Her mother and grandmother were both 
members of the The Junior League of Greater Orlando. Ginny is 
a registered client service associate and practice manager for 
a team of Ameriprise financial advisors. She is married to Mike 
and she has two stepchildren, Drew (9) and Gabby (7). 

This year's Leadership Director, Ginny joined the League 
in 2007. Through her many placements, she has had the 
opportunity to learn a great deal about JLT—from membership 
to community and most recently, finance. She has participated 
in conversations and planning around the League’s new 
governance structure, and most recently on the expanded role 
of Nominating. When describing her time on the Nominating 
Committee, Ginny said, “It was inspiring to hear from the 
talented women in our organization. It also helped me gain a 
new perspective on effective leadership for JLT.”

Ginny credits her husband for supporting her and the mission 
of JLT. She said, “I love that I’ve been able to share my passion 
volunteering with my family. Drew packed backpacks with the 
Love Bundles Committee last year and is ready to do more.”

www.jltampa.org  |  19
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Leslie Hodz
Originally from Atlanta, Leslie Hodz attended high school 
in Palm Harbor and college at the University of Florida. 
She is married to Adam and the couple has two children, 
Payton (3) and Blake (1), as well as an English Bulldog 
named Walker.

Leslie joined JLT to fulfill her lifelong love of volunteering. 
Her most memorable placement to date was Fundraising 
Chair, which prepared her for her role as Fund 
Development Manager. This year, she is Secretary.

“You get out of JLT what you put in,” she said. “I feel most 
connected when I’m working with a smaller group to 
accomplish a goal or put on an event, like working with our 
Dragon Boat event team this past year on our inaugural 
event.” 

Although many members of the group did not know one 
another when they began, they spent countless hours 
working hard and learning along the way. The event was a 
major success that raised money to support the League’s 
mission, created awareness for the League and, according 
to Leslie, built strong, meaningful relationships. That’s 
what JLT means to her: impacting the community and our 
own lives at the same time.

Leslie's favorite quote comes from the comedian Steve 
Martin: “Be so good they can’t ignore you.” 

Gwynne Young
Gwynne Young was born in Durham, N.C. Her family moved 
to Tampa in 1955 for her father’s residency at Tampa General 
Hospital. Tampa has been home ever since. Gwynne joined the 
League in 1976 and served as President from 1985 to 1986. She 
served on the AJLI Area Council from 1986 to 1987, and she 
also served on the AJLI Board from 1987 to 1989. Gwynne's first 
placement was the Child Abuse Task Force that created the Child 
Abuse Council, which went on to become Champions for Children. 
Being a part of that group during its formative years was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience for her.

In her position as Sustainer at Large, Gwynne sees an opportunity 
to be involved in the League and provide support, guidance and 
advice to the Executive Board. Gwynne said she feels most 
connected to JLT when she has the opportunity to attend and 
participate in events like The Luminaries and see the good work 
the League continues to do. 

“The Junior League gave me the opportunity to be involved 
in a wide variety of community service and to create lifelong 
friendships,” she said. “That is what it means to me: opportunity, 
involvement, friendship.
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Why settle for bland & boring when you can enjoy 
the quickest fix that’ll power you up to be your best? 
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bring out the awesome in you.

If you are what  
you eat, be 110% 
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by ALEX PALERMO

2017-2018

Members of the Management Council share creativity, passion and a proven 

dedication to The Junior League of Tampa. Each member, in describing her vision 

for the year ahead, revealed her belief in the potential of her role and of JLT. The 

Management Council, now in its third year, oversees management and operations 

and handles day-to-day decisions of the League. 

Andrea Sahawneh
Originally from Budapest, Hungary, Andrea Sahawneh 
has lived in the United States since graduate 
school. Andrea joined the League in 2013. She has 
cherished her time working with the PR and Marketing 
Committee and credits the experience for much of 
her institutional knowledge of the League. She also 
spent several years with Communications, which 
helped her gain an in-depth understanding of the 
League’s mission, operations and each of its projects. 
As Advocacy Manager, Andrea looks forward to 
becoming more involved in raising awareness of JLT 
issue areas as well as influencing policy makers and 
the community to take action. She explained, “The 
Junior League of Tampa alone has tremendous power 
in building understanding and support of our causes 
in the community and I’m excited to participate in the 
collaborative work and impact of all Florida Leagues 
in changing attitudes, policies and practices.” Andrea 
and her husband Ala have two daughters, Claudia (10) 
and Sophie (6).

Fiona-Lee Gerr ard
Fiona-Lee Gerrard was born in Washington, D.C., and moved to Florida in 
high school. She attended Baylor University in Texas, has lived in Tampa 
since 2003 and joined JLT in 2013. Her most memorable placement was 
her experience as a Provisional Mentor. “I had an amazing Provisional 
year and I loved being able to share my experience with the incoming 
members,” she said. “I hope to continue sharing all that I have learned in 
my placements with other League members.” As this year’s Community 
Education Manager, she plans to add new projects that will impact and 
serve more people in the community. Constantly inspired by the amazing 
women in JLT, she credits League members for empowering her to be a 
better leader. Fiona-Lee has two adorable "fur sisters" and hopes to one 
day get married and start a family.
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Courtney Bilyeu
Courtney Bilyeu was born into a Navy family in Monterey, 
Calif. She attended high school at Copenhagen 
International School in Denmark, received a bachelor’s 
in mass communications from James Madison University 
and is an alumna of Alpha Sigma Tau sorority. She and 
her husband Allan, a retired Special Forces Lieutenant 
Colonel, have called Tampa home since 2012. Courtney 
joined the League in 2013. Her goal as Communications 
Manager is to inform and promote JLT, its brand, 
membership, mission and products. She aims to develop 
new ideas and inventive ways to promote JLT to gain both 
attention and an understanding of what the organization 
does. Courtney feels most connected to JLT at General 
Membership Meetings. “I still get excited walking through 
the front door and seeing so many friendly faces and the 
excitement on our Provisional members’ faces,” she said. 
“I’ve spent the majority of my life moving quite a bit and 
JLT has provided my first feeling of truly belonging to a 
community. JLT means the world to me!”

Lindsay 
Dorr ance
A Tampa resident since 2004, Lindsay 
Dorrance is from Jacksonville, Ill. She 
joined the League in 2009. This year, 
as Community Child Welfare Manager, 
she intends to engage members and 
help everyone understand why the 
League does what it does. Although 
she originally joined JLT to meet people 
and learn about the community, Lindsay 
said the League has given her more 
than she could have imagined. “Some 
of the trainings that I have attended are 
experiences that I never could have had 
in the ‘real’ world. I have been given a 
place to try new things while being in a 
safe place to fail. Even more than that, 
I have made lifelong friends and we will always share 
this common bond.” When asked who has influenced her 
life, Lindsay answered her husband Sam. “He is the first 
person I go to for any kind of advice and he supports 
me any way he can,” she said. This support includes 
helping Lindsay set up for countless events and General 
Membership Meetings when she was Arrangements 
Chair. The couple has two children, Sloane (5) and  
Owen (3).
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Ashley Watters
Ashley Watters joined the League in 2012 when she moved 
to Tampa for work without knowing a single person in town. 
Originally from Tennessee, Ashley said Tampa has become her 
home because of the friends she has made. It is also where  
she met her husband Jack. The couple was married last fall 
and have one "fur baby" named Floppy. Ashley has spent the 
majority of her League career in Membership and Community 
placements. Her favorite placement was serving as the 
Provisional Education Chair last year. She loved educating new 
members about the League and meeting so many incredible 
women. Looking forward to the coming year and her role as 
Fund Development Manager, Ashley said, “I am extremely 
excited to be on the fund development side of the League and 
tie everything we do back to how our mission is funded. The 
League is definitely pushing me outside of my comfort zone with 
this role, but I know the skillsets that I gain this year will be so 
valuable to my future in the League and also in my career.”

Meghan McGuire
Born in London, Meghan McGuire moved seven times before graduating high 
school in Marietta, Ga. A proud Florida State University graduate, Meghan loves 
to travel and study history, including family ancestries for her family and friends.  
Since she joined the League in 2009, Meghan has experienced a variety of 
placements, including some she never would have selected. JLT leaders saw 
in her something even she did not see in herself, and they nudged her to try 
them. Those opportunities led Meghan to where she is today. At the top of 
her to-do list as Membership Manager is to focus on member satisfaction. 
She wants members to feel engaged, empowered and an important part of 
the organization. When asked what JLT means to her, Meghan said, “It means 
change. Change in me as a person, change in our community, change in how 
we work together and it has certainly changed my life for the better.”

Bethany Zeller
Bethany Zeller hails from the Midwest, home of the “red hot” 
Cardinals. She moved around for work, living in both Seattle 
and the San Francisco area. This is her second time living in 
Tampa and, she said, hopefully her last, as she loves calling it 
home. Bethany joined the League in 2012. Her most memorable 
placement was serving as the Abolish Assistant Chair. Serving 
in that capacity was an eye-opening experience that helped her 
better understand the issue of human trafficking in the Tampa 
area. This year, as Operations Manager, she looks forward to 
encouraging members to use the new website and making 
necessary improvements to headquarters as the League 
determines a long-term plan for the facility. “I’m also excited 
to shake things up a bit with increasing the ‘fun factor’ of our 
General Membership Meetings,” she said. Bethany loves to 
quote Maya Angelou, who said, “People will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how 
you made them feel.”
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Shannon 
Tompkins
Originally from Houston, Shannon Tompkins was 
raised in Brandon. She joined JLT in 2009, and 
her first active placement was Provisional Mentor. 
Shannon, who is this year’s Treasurer, said her 
passion is helping and guiding others. “I have loved 
serving on Management Council to see the inner 
workings of the League, but I also love working 
with other committees,” she said. “I can’t wait to 
see what Holiday Gift Market does this year. I am 
also excited to work with the Marketplace team!” 
Shannon thanked her husband Ray for his endless 
support of her and her involvement in JLT. She also 
joked that it doesn’t hurt that he is an accountant 
willing to answer all her finance questions. The 
couple married in February 2015 and welcomed 
their first child, James, in January 2017. “JLT is a 
group of volunteers that doesn’t necessarily have 
the time, but they have the passion and heart to 
serve others and leave the community better than 
when they found it,” she said.

Kitty Forenz a 
A native of the Clearwater/Safety Harbor area, 
Kitty Forenza attended the University of Florida 
and joined JLT in 2012. Kitty, who works in 
health care consulting, said philanthropy and 
service are her life’s greatest work. As Assistant 
Treasurer, she plans to work with the Chairs 
of Gasparilla and Luminaries to continue to 
improve the events while looking for new ways to 
highlight the League’s mission, values and goals 
to the Tampa community. When asked who has 
influenced her life, Kitty said, “My parents are the 
epitome of selfless humans and have taught me 
the importance of giving without expectations. 
They raised me to speak up during times of 
inequality and strife, and to value times of 
growth–all of which make us more well-rounded, 
worldly and more prepared for what lies ahead.” 
She and her husband Mat live in Channelside 
with their geriatric and lovable bulldog Harley. 
Kitty's favorite quote, from Mahatma Gandhi, 
ties perfectly with her passion for service: “The 
best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.”



26  |  Fall 2017

Endowment:  
Allison Torrence

Arrangements:  
Brandy Waltzer

Enabling Fund:  
Lauren Gstalder

Children’s  
Literacy Project:  
Heather Walsh

By-Laws/
Parliamentarian: 
Marie Hebbler

Dragon  
Boat Event:  
Tina Patel

Community 
Advisory Board: 
Chloe Cullinan

Fundraising — 
Annual Campaign: 
Dossie Marrone-
Ward

Food 4 Kids: 
Melissa Knight 
Nodhturft

Fundraising 
Evaluation:  
Becky Ho

Grants:  
Dulcinea Kimrey

Human Trafficking 
Awareness: 
Elizabeth 
Dunsmoor

Holiday  
Gift Market:  
Shelby Tuttle

JLT Marketplace- 
Cookbooks:  
Lauren Sanchez

Gasparilla 
Invasion:  
Rachel Jackson

Dragon  
Boat Event:  
Megan Tetro

Family  
Literacy Night: 
Katie Selman

Fundraising — 
Corporate: 
Brittany Stahl

Girl Power!:  
Julia Martinez

Holiday Gift 
Market: Carlee 
Cone Bowdoin

Impact 
Newsletter:  
Cathy Kamm

Kids Connect: 
Allison Smedley

JLT Marketplace- 
Merchandise: 
Megan Rindone

Headquarters: 
Jenny Augustyniak

Community Action: 
Kenisha Ray

L E ADERSH IP  COUNC I L 
2 0 17-20 18
PHOTOGRAPHER: Rick Maupin Photography



www.jltampa.org  |  27

Placement:  
Jennifer Dutkowsky

Project Development 
and Evaluation: 
Kendra Velilla

Placement Mentor: 
Avery Colman

Public Affairs: 
Lindsey Parks

Provisional Education: 
Laurel Moynihan

Sustainer:  
Andrea Webb

Training:  
Erin Cassidy

Toastmasters:  
Sarah Walters

The Sandspur: 
Christina Doligalski

Spur of the Moment: 
Meg Bock

Transfers: 
Rebecca Towner

Technology: 
Carmelita Hui

The Sandspur: 
Margaret Cashill

Luminaries: 
Jessica Stravino

Luminaries:  
Sarah Martisek

Kids in the Kitchen 
Provisional Project: 
Kathryn Crowe

Ready to Achieve: 
Kara Rapozo

Legal:  
Amber McDonnell

Love Bundles: 
Nicki Mohr Hall

Sustainer: Beth 
Schatzberg

Sustainer:  
Virginia Doherty

Social:  
Kara Bernstein

Sustainer 
President:  
Betsy Chambers

Strategic 
Planning:  
Caroline Foss

Public Relations 
and Marketing: 
Maggie McCleland

Meeting Manager: 
Stephanie Haas

Volunteer  
At-Large:  
Jenny Schroeder



by LYNDSEY SIARA

A person’s potential is like a “huge ocean unsailed,” 
motivational speaker Brian Tracy once said. “A new 
continent unexplored, a world of possibilities waiting 
to be released and channeled toward some great 
good.”

This quote is fitting for Isabel Dewey, The Junior 
League of Tampa’s 2017-2018 President-Elect, 
who looks forward to channeling not only her own 
potential, but the collective potential of the more 
than 1,900 women she soon will lead.

Look out, Tampa!

A native Floridian, Dewey joined The Junior League 
of Las Vegas in 2001, and later joined The Junior 
League of the Emerald Coast in Destin, Florida. 
When her husband John completed his military 
service in 2007, the couple relocated to Tampa and 
Isabel joined JLT soon after.

Moving to Tampa was an easy choice, she said. 
Having jobs and family in the area made the 
arrangement even sweeter. 

After spending her early childhood in Spain, Dewey 
knew only the English words for “hi” and “cookie” 
when her family moved to the United States. They 

settled in Satellite Beach, on the east coast of 
Florida, where she repeated kindergarten so she 
could improve her English. Dewey later graduated 
from Florida State University. She and John are 
high school sweethearts and married shortly after 
she finished graduate school at the University of 
Chicago. 

Today, the Deweys live in South Tampa and have 
three sons, Evan (12), Daniel (10), and Gabriel (7).

Dewey traveled the path to President-Elect with 
conscientious contemplation and the occasional 
unexpected turn. She was planning to become a 
Sustainer when several friends asked whether she 
had considered the role of President.

“People saw in me potential that I had not identified 
within myself,” Dewey said.

This sparked a meticulous evaluation of herself 
and the role. Do I have the skills, time, personal 
qualities, and drive to take on this role? she asked 
herself. To inform her decision, she sought feedback 
from past Presidents and Executive Board members.

After countless pro/con lists and discussions with 
friends and family, Dewey arrived at a resounding 
YES!

A self-described “unconventional” choice for the 
role—she has never served on the Executive Board, 
part of the traditional path to the presidency—Dewey 
sees her appointment as an opportunity to view JLT 
leadership roles from new perspectives.

“Someone’s potential may be best met on a different 
path,” she said. “That is true with me.”

As she prepares for presidency, Dewey draws on 
lessons from her professional background, League 
experiences and other community work.

In her role as an industry learning and knowledge 
leader at IBM, she provides education and internal 
collaboration across the 12 industries IBM operates 
within. Her 22-person team primarily develops 
internal educational materials.

Within JLT, Dewey has served as Training Chair, 
Kids Connect Chair and Public Affairs Chair, as well 

RELEASING THE POTENTIAL WITHIN

“FEW 

ORGANIZATIONS 

RIVAL THE JUNIOR 

LEAGUE WHEN 

IT COMES TO 

HARNESSING 

AND DEVELOPING 

THE POTENTIAL 

OF WOMEN TO 

MAKE POWERFUL 

POSITIVE 

CHANGE IN OUR 

COMMUNITIES.” 
 – ISABEL DEWEY

Isabel Dewey:
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not spending time with her husband Joe and daughter Sydney.
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as a member of the Nominating 
Committee. These positions taught 
her about the various aspects of the 
League.

Dewey’s service goes beyond JLT. 
She is also an appointed member of 
the Hillsborough County Children’s 
Services Advisory Board, which 
advises on a variety of programs 
geared toward helping marginalized 
children in the community. The 
knowledge of Hillsborough County 
foster homes that Dewey gained will 
inform her work on numerous JLT 
projects.

Among Dewey’s priorities are 
engaging Sustainers through 
mentoring opportunities, fostering 
diversity and, her main area of focus, 
enhancing the member experience. 
She believes that all members, 
regardless of life circumstances 
at a given time, should have the 
experience they want in JLT. Dewey 
hopes members can leverage the 
new points system to enhance their 
League experience, whether they 
have one hour a week or 20 to 
dedicate to JLT. 

Katie Cappy, 2017-2018 President, 
said Dewey will bring a “focus 
on leadership and development” 
to the role that will provide “the 
opportunity for everyone to realize 
and encounter their potential.”

Dewey plans to cultivate the 
potential for members, as others 
have done for her, and to channel 
that collective potential to improve 
the lives of children and families in 
the community.

“Few organizations rival The 
Junior League when it comes 
to harnessing and developing 
the potential of women to make 
powerful positive change in our 
communities,” she said.

Congratulations, Isabel! Here’s to an 
outstanding leader and a future full 
of promise.
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by LYNDSEY SIARA

Talk. Read. Sing. This simple concept has the 
potential to change the trajectory of a child’s life.

Significant adversity impairs a child’s development in 
the critical first three years, according to the Center 
on the Developing Child at Harvard University. “The 
more adversity a child faces, the greater the odds of 
a developmental delay.”

Understanding the value of research on early 
brain development, The Junior League of Tampa, 
in collaboration with community organizations and 
leaders, has begun a grassroots effort that focuses 
on awareness. 

On April 27, JLT co-hosted the Community 
Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect with 

Champions for Children (CFC), an agency that 
provides research-based education and prevention 
services to children and families throughout 
Hillsborough County.

The event honored the history and connection 
between the organizations. It also revitalized the 
discussion about the “next steps” in the overlapping 
areas of focus.  

Attendees ranged from concerned citizens to 
representatives from child- and family-focused 
community groups. The marquee topic was early 
brain development. Key players, including Mike 
Carroll, secretary of the Florida Department of 
Children and Families (DCF), discussed the best way 
to address this issue. 

T A L K I N G  I S  T E AC H I N G:  
JLT, Community Leaders Collaborate on Early Brain Development Initiative
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Following the conference, task forces formed to 
initiate “next step” conversations over the summer. 
From these efforts, the Talking is Teaching initiative 
came to be. 

The still-percolating ideas include educational 
brochures in healthcare facilities, partnerships 
with diaper companies and media advertisements. 
Programs implemented in other states have provided 
a guiding light. What will come is a three- to five-year 
community plan to address early brain development as 
it relates to our community’s children.

“Intentional interactions” are the key to development, 
said JLT Community Director Jenny Spencer, who has 
been intimately involved in these efforts.

“The goal is to make parents and caregivers aware 
that they need to intentionally interact with their baby,” 
Spencer said. “Talk to them, tell them what you are 
doing, read to them, sing—because it plays a crucial 
role in brain development and social skills.” 

Agreement among leaders
Early investment in linguistic development creates 
stronger attachment between parent and child, which 
in turn creates a thriving baby and strong family units.

Early brain development expert George Halvorson—
the architect of the Talk. Read. Sing. Initiative—also 
believes that talking, reading and singing to infants 
and young children will encourage brain development. 
Conference attendees favored this simple approach. 
It costs nothing and it is easy to understand and 
implement in daily life.

The magnitude of early brain development is not lost 
on community leaders. A host of challenges, including 
kindergarten readiness, child abuse and neglect, 
teen pregnancy, incarceration and unemployment all 
connect with early brain development. 

With the understanding that parents and caregivers 
are a child’s first teachers, community leaders agreed 
that the awareness effort must start in the third and 
“fourth” trimesters. With all this information on the 
table, the question became What exactly do we do? 

With organizations like JLT and CFC, among others, 
working together with passion and purpose, the 
potential for positive change in our community has no 
limit.

“The goal is to make parents 

and caregivers aware 

that they need to 

intentionally 

interact with 

their baby.”  

– Jenny Spencer, 

JLT Community 

Director

Common goals, shared history 

JLT laid the framework for these efforts 
more than 40 years ago when it hosted a 
two-day child abuse seminar in 1976.

From that meeting, the Child Abuse 
Council—known today as Champions for 
Children—was born. Through its child abuse 
prevention and family education programs, 
CFC works to build strong families in the 
Tampa area. 

As its origins reveal, CFC’s goals and efforts 
relate closely to those of JLT. 

The agency’s partnership with JLT is “vital,” 
according to Executive Director Brian 
McEwen.

“We are so enthusiastic about all the activity 
taking place between our two organizations 
and the opportunities to serve our shared 
community in meaningful ways,” he said.
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by CHRISSY DOLIGALSKI

When a Community Project showed promise, The 
Junior League of Tampa identified the opportunity 
and ran with it. The result is the relaunch of Ready 
to Achieve in 2017 as the facilitator of Leadership 
Academy, a program that encourages successful 
independent living and improved high school 
graduation rates for young adults between the ages 
of 14 and 18 in the system of care, also known as 
the foster care system. 

A popular placement among League members, 
Ready to Achieve traditionally has put on events for 
children in the system of care. When the League’s 
Executive Board and Project Development and 
Evaluation Committee (PDEC) conducted its 
scheduled review of the committee, it saw potential. 

Over the past two years, The League revisited, 
revised and relaunched Ready to Achieve, and now, 
early results bode for a promising year ahead.

A population in need
Children and young adults within the system of 
care have always been an important population for 
the League. A major point of concern has been the 
transition out of foster care and into independent 
living. 

Prior to 2014, young adults had to move out of the 
foster care system at age 18. In 2014, legislation 
passed that allowed those young people to remain 
with their foster families voluntarily up to age 21. The 
goal was to allow them to become more established, 
independent and successful adults. 

“It’s tough when you’re getting too old,” said Jennifer 
Del Valle, who served as 2015-2016 PDEC Assistant 
Chair. “These kids, at this age–there’s so much 
potential to shape their future.” 

Ready to Achieve Prepares to 
Serve Hillsborough County Youth



www.jltampa.org  |  33www.jltampa.org  |  33

CHRISSY DOLIGALSKI
Chrissy is a fourth-year Active and past Sandspur Editor. Originally from North Carolina, Chrissy enjoys spending time with her 

husband Mike and son Will. They recently relocated from Tampa to their home state.

 33

Given the lack of clearly-defined project objectives, 
as well as the transition of system of care operations 
in Hillsborough County to Eckerd Community 
Alternatives in 2015, the timing was right to relaunch 
Ready to Achieve. 

Understanding the problem
Once PDEC recommended continuing Ready to 
Achieve with significant changes, the need for 
further research became apparent, and a research 
year was slated for 2016-2017. Del Valle chaired 
Ready to Achieve during this League year.

She and a small group of women set out to explore 
the system of care in Hillsborough County and to 
create the framework for a revised vision of Ready to 
Achieve. 

“We knew right away that what we 
needed was going to take time to 
develop,” Del Valle said. 
“We needed to research curriculum. We needed to 
evaluate current and potential partners, we needed 
to see what was working well in other projects, and 
we needed an objective and measurable project 
outcome.”

The outcome arrived quickly. Early on, the group 
identified low high school graduation rates as a 
key problem within the population. The group also 
identified the need to serve a specific population 
with consistency. Previous Ready to Achieve events 
had been open to many children of various ages 
within the system of care. In addition, it was rare for 
a child to attend events consistently throughout the 
year. These factors limited the impact the League 
could have on a single child’s life. 

Taking a page from the Girl Power! project book, the 
Ready to Achieve Research Committee saw promise 
in targeting a group of young adults at a greater 
rate of consistency. (The Girl Power! project holds 
monthly events with the same group of 20 young 
women who reside at Joshua House.) 

With a general framework and a desired outcome 
selected, the next step was curriculum research. 
Fortuitously, Andria Rogers, president of Train 
Up First, a social and emotional learning content 
company, had approached Katie Cappy, then 
League President-Elect, with a related idea. Rogers 
offered to donate copies of a training book she had 
developed that encompassed personal branding, 
positive attitudes, work ethic, values and self-control. 

It was the right fit. 

Ready to Achieve: 2017 and beyond
Kara Rapozo, the 2017-2018 Ready to Achieve Chair, 
leads a committee of four event coordinators and 
12 general placement committee members. Already 
hard at work, the team has planned nine sessions, 
five curriculum meetings and four events. These 
include a holiday event that likely will be tied into 
another League project such as Love Bundles and 
a shopping event similar to “Shop & Show” (a career 
event with mock interviews), as well as a graduation 
and party to complete program completion.

TD Bank has provided a grant to fund Leadership 
Academy this year.

Leadership Academy has accepted, at most recent 
count, 15 young adults into the 2017-2018 program. 
The application process was designed to convey 
the idea that participation in Leadership Academy 
is a significant step for a young person to make and 
that the League is fully committed to participants’ 
success.

Rapozo and her committee members look forward 
to combining consistency, relationship-building and 
meaningful work with the same small group of youth. 

“I foresee this as the start of something really big,” 
Rapozo said. “This will hopefully be a legacy within 
The Junior League of Tampa. I imagine that years 
from now, Ready to Achieve will still be going and 
bigger than we could have imagined.”

READY TO ACHIEVE – REVITALIZED 

2015 -2016 : PDEC review year

2016 -2017: Research year

FALL  2 017: Ready to Achieve relaunch
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Five Junior League of Tampa Management Council 
members attended the Organizational Development 
Institute in Pittsburgh June 9-11. They brought back 
leadership lessons, insights from Leagues across the 
country and a renewed sense of mission, as well as a 
confidence-boosting pose (more on that later).

The Association of Junior Leagues International 
(AJLI) holds ODI each year. The conference focuses 
on leadership.

“Our product is trained women leaders,” said Naomi 
Chavez Peters, ODI speaker. “We train our members 
to become leaders in our communities, either in 
nonprofit leadership or in using their leadership 
training in their for-profit work.”

The event provides mission-based training in areas 
such as community impact, member development, 
fund development, marketing and communications, 
governance and internal operation. This year, the 
event also highlighted diversity and inclusion.

ODI’s focus extends beyond individual learning 
to building the League’s organizational capacity, 
said JuWon Choi, AJLI’s Director of Learning. ODI 
delegates can apply the skills they learn at their 
Leagues back home.

“It’s not unusual for us to see a delegate returning 
for another track as her role at the League changes,” 
Choi said. “But for most of ODI delegates, it is their 
very first AJLI conference and their first opportunity 

to feel first-hand the power of the Association and 
the Junior League movement on a large scale.”

The Tampa delegates joined about 200 League 
members from across the country. Each took part in 
an intensive training track relevant to her position.

Ashley Watters, JLT’s Fund Development Manager, 
attended the training track Diversified Fund 
Development: From Fundraising to Comprehensive 
Funding. 

“Being new to the fund development side of the 
League, it was very eye-opening listening to other 
Leagues’ fundraising tactics and strategically 
thinking about each of our fund development 
resources and events, and making sure we meet 
those objectives,” Watters said. 

Other Leagues have evaluated fundraisers in 
greater depth than JLT, Watters said. Understanding 
the importance of the practice, JLT created a 
Fundraising Evaluation Committee similar to the 
Program Development Education Committee 
(PDEC), which analyzes projects.

Another takeaway for Watters was the way larger 
Leagues use Digital Cheetah for fundraising. For 
example, The Junior League of Washington (D.C.) 
uses a “Submit a Lead” button on its member 
homepage to allow members to submit corporate 
fundraising leads. JLT has added the same to its 
homepage.

by SUZY MESMER 

Management 
Council Members 
Bring Back League-building 
Lessons from ODI in Pittsburgh 
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SUZY MESMER 
 Suzy is a first-year Active who works in PR and marketing. A two-time graduate of the University of 

Nebraska's journalism school, she spent most of her career in sports and news broadcasting.  
She and her husband Aaron are the proud parents of their baby boy Jackson.  35

FRONTRUNNERS
Courtney Bilyeu, JLT’s Communications Manager, 
attended Marketing and Communications: Building 
Relationships, Engagement & Understanding. As 
she learned about the challenges other Leagues 
face, she reflected upon JLT’s strengths. 

“We’re one of the frontrunners,” she said. “We’re one 
of the largest Leagues and we seem to be doing 
everything AJLI wants us to be doing.” 

Bilyeu came away from the experience with a new 
goal: to create a one-minute promotional video for 
JLT.

Lindsay Dorrance, JLT’s Community Child Welfare 
Manager, attended Achieving Community 
Impact: Creating Lasting Changes for Healthier 
Communities, and Bethany Zeller, JLT’s 
Operations Manager, joined Building Internal 
Capacity: Strengthening Your League’s Operating 
Infrastructure. 

At the fifth track, Chavez Peters presented 
Membership Development: Creating Tomorrow’s 

Community Leaders. A leadership and 
organizational development consultant and Past 
President of The Junior League of Palo Alto-
Mid Peninsula in California, Peters has led the 
membership track for ODI since 2010.    

“Members want to be connected,” Peters said. 
“Connected to the mission, connected to each other. 
It’s up to the placed membership leaders to create 
the conditions for those connections to happen. You 
can create connections through storytelling.”

ODI welcomed two keynote speakers on Saturday, 
June 10. Vicki Clark, an AJLI facilitator experienced 
in board development, strategic planning and 
volunteer resource development, presented Taking 
Action: Moving Toward Diversity and Inclusion. 

Tacy Byham, Ph.D. led the second presentation, 
Lead Like a Girl. Byham, CEO of Development 
Dimensions International (DDI), showed the group 
how to do a “Power Pose” to boost confidence 
before a meeting or presentation (see pictures). 

Don’t be surprised if you see attendees striking their 
“Power Pose” at headquarters before a meeting! 

CONNECTION 
ACROSS LEAGUES
Members who attended ODI benefitted 
from collaboration with other Leagues 
and mentorship from AJLI leaders. 

“I sat at the table with the largest 
Leagues that included Seattle, Jackson, 
Los Angeles and D.C.,” said Ashley 
Watters, Fund Development Manager. 
“We discussed the fundraising strategies 
and events of each of our Leagues, but 
it didn't end there. We have stayed in 
contact and have been emailing weekly 
with each other to ask questions, obtain 
additional resources and find new ways 
of evaluating our fundraisers.”
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Understanding of the importance of giving back, members of The Junior 
League of Tampa volunteer locally to help children and families. For some 
members and associates, the call to help those in need takes them beyond 
the Tampa area and even outside the country. 

One of those members is Active Katelyn Dervay. A pharmacist by 
profession, Dervay has traveled to Haiti with two different groups (Project 
Medishare and People for Haiti) on a total of eight trips, the most recent in 
March.

The 2010 Haiti earthquake inspired Dervay to volunteer in the Caribbean 
nation. She made her first trip with Project Medishare the following year. In 
Haiti, she collaborates with local medical professionals to help residents. 
She has worked in a hospital as well as in areas that lacked health care 
services.

“The mission trip came from wanting to give back using my abilities,” she said.

by JOANIE OBEN

In the Spirit of 
Service, League 
Members, 
Associates 
Venture Overseas
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JOANIE OBEN
Joanie is a first-year Active. She is a yearbook and newspaper adviser at a South Tampa high school. In her free time, she 

volunteers as an international officer for her sorority, Alpha Delta Pi, and loves watching Miami Hurricanes football. Go 'Canes!

Around the time she made her first trip to Haiti, Dervay 
began her Provisional year at JLT. 

“I loved going to Haiti and giving to their communities,” 
she said. “I also wanted to meet needs [in Tampa]. The 
League became an opportunity to give back here and 
help people who are local. It worked out well.”

In the years since, Dervay has continued medical 
missions as well as her service in the League, most 
recently with Foods 4 Kids. She completed a trip with 
People for Haiti after learning about the organization 
from fellow League member Tammy Denbo, who sits on 
the board of directors.

Reflecting on her volunteer experiences abroad, Dervay 
noted the personal rewards they offer. “People think 
they’re going to give a lot,” she said. “The surprising 
thing I found, and that most people do, is how much you 
get out of it. You take away so much.”

There is the need for a range of skills, Dervay said. 
Duties may include reading to children or helping out 
at schools, in addition to providing medical services. 
“There are so many groups out there that do so 
much for other countries, and they need all types of 
volunteers.”

 
AJLI partnership enables volunteers service abroad  

 

League members looking to volunteer overseas 
may find a fitting opportunity through the 
partnership between The Association of 
Junior Leagues International and Cross-
Cultural Solutions (CCS), a New York City-
headquartered nonprofit that specializes in 
“meaningful volunteer service” abroad. 
 
CCS works with Leagues to customize volunteer 
missions trips for groups. The organization offers 
experiences that provide “cultural immersion” 
and the chance to work alongside community 
members. CCS also works with individuals 
interested in volunteering independently. 
 
For additional information, please visit 
crossculturalsolutions.org/ajli.

Summer in 
East Asia

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Junior League of 
Tampa’s Madeline Morris 
travels to East Asia to 
volunteer every summer. 

Morris has assisted at a school for 

children with special needs as well as 

a government orphanage. She travels 

with a team of teachers, physical 

therapists, occupational therapists 

and other volunteers.

“It reminds me people are people no 

matter where you go,” said Morris, 

office assistant at JLT headquarters.

Morris has completed six trips 

through Global(x), the missions entity 

of North Point Ministries. Based in 

Alpharetta, Ga., North Point is the 

parent organization of six Atlanta-

area churches, as well as a global 

network of partner churches.

To JLT members contemplating 

such a trip, Morris said, “Just go for 

it. Don’t worry about being qualified. 

Just take the leap.”
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by LAUREN CROMER

To understand a League’s potential, consider its 
newest members.

When it comes to attracting bright, promising 
Provisional members, The Junior League of Tampa is 
a success story among Leagues. 

JLT welcomed 150 Provisional members at two 
orientation retreats in June.

The members of this year’s Provisional class are 
community advocates ready to take charge and lead 
amazing projects, those involved in the retreat said.

Participants received an introduction that included 
an overview of the League’s community impact, how 
it funds its mission and its Kids in the Kitchen (KITK) 
project, Provisional Education Chair Laurel Moynihan 
told The Sandspur.

They also heard what to expect during their 
Provisional year, Moynihan said. 

With women ranging in age from 24-39, the well-
rounded group is ready to bring its talents to the 
table. Leaders of 16 mentor groups held summer 
socials to encourage members and mentors to bond. 

The first kickoff meeting, held Aug. 
8, provided an in-depth overview of 
the Provisional project as well as 
information on Willingness to Lead 
(WTL) positions. General placement 
for the project followed the meeting. 
These ladies are ready to go!

“This year’s project is fresh with 
new ideas and responsibilities to 
make KITK the best year yet,” said 
Kathryn Crowe, KITK Chair. “Family 
Food Fest has been added back 
to the table and the ladies are 
thrilled to make this the pinnacle 
of the year serving our Community 
Partners.”

The Family Food Fest (FFF) spring 
event will arrive on the heels of the 
Luminaries Award Luncheon and 
the hugely popular Dragon Boat 
Races.
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KITK is working hard on the 
kickoff events as well as on the 
WTL retreat for the Provisionals 
in leadership roles. This year’s 
rollout includes an interactive, 
collaborative curriculum. Crowe’s 
team will apply new tactics when 
assigning general placement roles 
at each site, being mindful of the 
overall Provisional experience. The 
members of KITK are committed 
not only to serving children in the 
community but also to serving 
Provisional members, helping 
them to discover their own passion 
and purpose. This is bound to be 
a year to remember for the 150 
ladies recently welcomed into the 
family!

The overall theme for 
the upcoming year is 
#passionandpurpose. Moynihan 
and Crowe look forward to leading 
their teams to help new members 
find their passion and develop 
their purpose.

We can’t wait to see what this year 
holds for the League!

LAUREN CROMER
A Tampa native, Lauren Cromer is a licensed mental health counselor and marriage and family therapist currently employed by 
Metropolitan Ministries. Lauren lives in the Westchase area with her boyfriend Tirso and stepdaughter Ava. She has been an 

Active member of JLT for four years.  39

“This year’s project is fresh with new ideas and responsibilities  

to make KITK the best year yet.” —Kathryn Crowe, KITK Chair
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www.smeds.org

•Challenging Academics              •Competitive Athletics        •Performing and Visual Arts
•Foreign Language Instruction    •Religious Education           •Advanced Technology
•Video Production Activities        •Global Studies                     •Community Service
                                                            •Exciting Enrichment Opportunities

Admission Information Night
Monday, November 13, 7 p.m.
Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade

2101 S. Hubert Avenue, Tampa   (813) 258-5508

Please join
us at our
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Each office is independently owned and operated.

RUTH GIORDANO    SARAH CASEY    SUSAN BALDWIN    CINDY HADLOW    ANNE DEPURY

B A L DW IN  C A S E Y
REALTY  GROUP
813.875.3700



www.jltampa.org  |  4141 41

BRANDY BAKER
Contributing Writer Brandy is a first-year Active and Tampa native. Currently working in development at a local nonprofit, Brandy 

enjoys spending her free time at the beach, reading, thrifting and kayaking.

The Junior League of Tampa’s Public Affairs 
Committee is motivated for the year ahead.

Fresh from The Junior Leagues of Florida State 
Public Affairs Committee 2017 Summer Conference, 
the group has new ideas and a strengthened 
understanding of the potential of their committee. 

Held in Melbourne in July, the Summer Conference 
featured a medley of speakers, presentations and 
workshops.

Committee members heard from leaders of the 
Brevard Economic Development Commission, 
Kennedy Space Center, Children’s Hunger Project 
and various state and county officials, as well as JLT’s 
own Amber Smith. Her presentation, Advocacy 101, 
outlined the legislative process.  

The Public Affairs Committee is tasked with informing 
and educating League members and the public 
about local and state legislation that affects the 
League’s issue areas. The committee also is part 
of the larger Junior Leagues of Florida State Public 
Affairs Committee (SPAC). This group has monitored 
legislation and advocated for issues of importance in 
communities for more than 40 years. 

All told, SPAC represents 25 Leagues and more than 
11,000 women from across the state. 

To give an idea of what this group accomplishes, the 
Florida law that requires safety seats in motor vehicles 
for children between the ages of 4 and 7 began as 
an idea proposed by SPAC. For 15 years, the group 
advocated and pushed for this issue to become a 
law, and it succeeded! Just this past year, SPAC 
supported the elimination of sales tax on diapers and 
feminine hygiene products (the so-called “Pink Tax”) 
and it, too, passed!

The summer conference that the committee attended 
is one of three annual SPAC conferences that occur 
throughout Florida. The Winter Conference, always 
held in Tallahassee, is highly anticipated. It “allows 
committee members to truly be involved in the 
legislative process and advocate for JLT’s mission and 
our community,” said JLT Public Affairs Committee 
Chair Lindsey Parks.

The event also gives committee members the 
opportunity to meet one on one with Tampa area and 
state representatives and senators. 

As the Public Affairs Committee has grown over the 
last five years, it has enhanced JLT’s relationships 
with officials throughout Tampa, Hillsborough County 
and at the state level. As committee members build 
relationships with elected officials, they advocate for 
legislation related to human trafficking, education, 
access to healthy food and other issues relevant to 
the League and the children and families it serves.

W O R K I N G  F O R  A  P U R P O S E :
JLT’s Public Affairs Committee 
by BRANDY BAKER

HOW CAN I BECOME INVOLVED?  
One way to learn more about the Public Affairs 
Committee is to attend one of its events. The 
committee is working with Training to roll out  
several events over the course of the upcoming 
League year. Stay tuned!
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What is a 
Luminary?

A person who inspires 
or influences others, and 
who is prominent in a 

particular sphere.

Since 2015, The Junior League of Tampa has 

honored individuals for their contributions to the local 

community through The Luminaries, an annual awards 

program held in partnership with WEDU PBS.

With more than 90 years of history and the reach of 

1,900 members, JLT is in a prime position to partner 

on a program that celebrates impactful and ongoing 

leadership, empowerment, advocacy and distinction.

A May 5 luncheon at the Hilton Downtown Tampa 

recognized the 2017 Luminaries: the Honorable 

Betty Castor, the Honorable Katherine Essrig and J. 

Thomas Touchton. A WEDU PBS special shared the 

honorees' inspiring stories and the Tampa Bay History 

Center preserved them in a permanent collection of 

digital biographies.

Each year, the JLT invites members of the community 

to nominate individuals who have created a tangible, 

lasting impact.

The Luminaries accepted nominations for the 2018 

program through Aug. 31, 2017.

For more information about the program, the 

nomination process and deadlines, please visit 

jltampa.org/luminaries or contact Sarah Martisek and 

Jessica Stravino at luminaries@jltampa.org.

SARAH MARTISEK 
A native of Chicago, Sarah Martisek works in marketing.  

She owns four dogs and loves to spend time outdoors. This is her fourth year in JLT.
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by SARAH MARTISEK 
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From new activities to extra aisle room, 
HGM has it wrapped up 

After a wildly successful 2016 Holiday Gift Market 
attracted more than 21,000 attendees and raised 
more than $270,000, how does The Junior League of 
Tampa raise the bar for this year's event?

That’s the question The Sandspur had in mind when 
we sat down with 2017 HGM Co-chairs Carlee Cone 
Bowdoin and Shelby Tuttle. We wanted to learn 
what’s new, what’s exciting and, most importantly, how 
will we continue to break ground?

First things first. The most significant change over last 
year, Tuttle said, will be the addition of square footage 
at the Florida State Fairgrounds. Last year, HGM 
occupied the 88,000-square-foot Expo Hall. This 
year, the event will occupy the 52,000-square-foot 
Entertainment Hall, in addition to the Expo Hall.

The expansion represents a return to HGM's roots. 
When HGM relocated to the Fairgrounds from Port of 
Tampa Cruise Terminal 3 in 2006, it started out in the 

Entertainment Hall. In 2011, the event expanded into 
the Expo Hall.

“We quickly outgrew that space,” Tuttle said. “But 
we’ve gone full circle and are ready to welcome the 
additional space with open arms.”

The expanded square footage will allow HGM to 
offer an additional 45 booths. This will open up 
opportunities for new merchants. Exactly how many 
will depend on the size of the booths they occupy. 
Last year's event had 150 merchants. 

The extra space will also allow for wider aisles, 
reducing congestion and easing the flow of traffic 
through the market.

by BRANDY BAKERS H O P  F O R  A  P U R P O S E  A T

2017 SCHEDULE: NOV. 9–12
TIMES: 
Thursday, Nov. 9, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.  
(HGM Preview Party - ticket required)

Friday, Nov. 10, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 11, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 12, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

LOCATION: 
Florida State Fairgrounds 
4800 U.S. Highway 301 N., Tampa, FL 33610

Holiday Gift Market on Social Media
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheJLTHGM

Twitter: @JLTHGM

Instagram: @holidaygiftmarket

Web: www.jltampa.org/hgm

by BRANDY BAKER
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BRANDY BAKER
Contributing Writer Brandy is a first-year Active and Tampa native. Currently working in development at a local nonprofit, Brandy 

enjoys spending her free time at the beach, reading, thrifting and kayaking.

by BRANDY BAKER

New events planned, favorites from last 
year returning 

In recent years HGM has introduced live music, family-
friendly gatherings and creative concierge service 
such as the “Man's Cave” and “Mother's Nook.” The 
innovation continues in 2017.

The committee has announced two new special 
events for the upcoming HGM. A craft beer tasting 
featuring beer paired with bites of food will be held 
Friday evening. In order to accommodate the event, 
HGM will extend its hours until 8 p.m. In previous 
years, the event concluded at 6 p.m. on Friday. On 
Sunday, it will wrap up at 3 p.m., two hours earlier than 
in previous years.

Another new event, “Santa's Workshop” will offer 
kids an opportunity to help Saint Nick’s team finish 
crafts. Thanks to JLT's friends at Bricks 4 Kidz and 
Kraftologee, the workshop, scheduled Friday and 
Saturday, will be full of activities.

Breakfast with the Princesses will return this year, as 
will Cookies with the Clauses. Santa will offer special 
times for “Santa Snaps,” ensuring everyone the 
chance for a picture with him without having to wait in 
line. 

It’s nearly that time of year again, time for red and 
green everything, holiday music and merriment and of 
course for HGM. Let the countdown begin!

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
PROGRAM WINNER NAMED

Raised in Guatemala, 
Lisbeth Pacheco 
developed an 
appreciation for coffee 
at an early age. After 
a career in food 
science/research 
and development, she 

wanted to make a “direct impact.” Coffee, she 
said, was the perfect choice. 

Pacheco, founder of Ethos Coffee Roasters, has 
been named winner of the 2017 Holiday Gift 
Market Young Women’s Entrepreneur Program.

Founded in 2016, Ethos represents “the 
culmination of a long-time dream to use my 
science and business training and experience 
to create a product, and a company, that does a 
lot of good—for our customers, our farmers, our 
planet and our community.”

As YEP winner, Pacheco will receive a premium 
booth and “spotlight” signage and a special 
mention in the HGM shopping guide, as well as 
media opportunities.

YEP is open to women 40 or younger at the time 
of application who are the majority owners of their 
business. Their products should offer a distinct 
and original contribution to the HGM selection.

2017 Holiday Gift Market Committee Chairs 
Shelby Tuttle and Carlee Cone Bowdoin
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RS Donations to The Junior League of Tampa support our mission-driven 
programs and projects. Each year, our annual donors support special 
events and contribute as individuals, foundations and businesses in 
support of our mission. 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
DONORS

PLATINUM 

DEX Imaging, Inc.♦
Hyde Park Village♦

SILVER 

Kendra Scott - Hyde Park  
    Village♦
Betsy and Steve  
    Chambers♦♦♦

BRONZE 

USAmeriBank♦
Carla and Punit Shah♦

PATRON

The Ambersley Family  
    Foundation (The Kamm  
    Family)♦
Courtney and Allan  
    Bilyeu♦♦
Britt Blume

Entela Caisse

Kate and Brian Caldarelli♦♦
Su Thi Ho Campo

Katie and Ryan Cappy♦♦
Stacy Carlson and Greg  
    Baier♦♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Lindsay Carter♦♦
Lynne Crotty

Isabel & John Dewey♦♦
Tracie M. Domino♦♦♦
Lindsay and Sam  
    Dorrance♦♦
Simon & Elizabeth  
    Dunsmoor♦♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦♦

Tara and Drew  
    Eckhoff♦♦♦
Laura Everitt♦♦♦
Vicky and Jon Fiddelke -  
    Bayshore Title♦♦
First Citrus Bank - Jessica      
    Kendall Hornof♦♦♦
Ginny and Mike Garcia♦♦
Fiona-Lee Gerrard♦♦
Stephanie and John Haas♦
Mary Hillery

Leslie and Adam Hodz♦♦
Nicole and Matt Hubbard♦♦
Lorraine and Jeff Korb♦♦
Rachel Jackson♦♦
Julie and Rob Johnston♦♦
Elizabeth and Ben  
    Mackie♦♦
Julia N. Martinez♦♦
Meghan McGuire -  
    Equinix♦♦
Kelley and Robert Merck♦♦
Jennifer L. Moore♦
Melissa Knight Nodhturft♦♦
Diania Pimenta, Abora  
    Travel - Dream Vacations♦
Lisa and Kevin Reeves♦♦
Kristi and Brad Resch -  
    SBJ Resch Family  
    Foundation, Inc.♦♦
Beth M. Schatzberg♦♦
Jenny and Peter  
    Spencer♦♦
Brittany Stahl♦♦
Lauren Companioni  
    Strahan♦♦
Megan Tetro♦♦
Kendra Velilla♦
Heather and Mark Walsh♦♦

Laura Walsh/Laura  
    Walsh Events♦
Nell Ward♦♦
Ashley Watters♦♦
Bethany Zeller♦
Ashley Zohar♦

CONTRIBUTOR

Chloe Cullinan♦♦
Garrett and Nicole  
    Garcia♦♦♦
Nicole Gitney♦♦
Sarah and Brian Gremer♦
Dulcinea and Bill Kimrey♦
Patti Lee♦
Elise and Gar Lippincott

Caitlin and Taylor Ralph♦♦
Alicia Maria Thomas and  
    Anthony Joseph Bruno

Andrea Webb♦♦♦

FRIEND

Haleigh Almquist/Hush  
    Little Baby♦
Sarah Balmer♦♦
Casey Barile♦
Kathryn Bostick♦♦
Kristen Brady♦
Kelsey and Chris Bulnes♦
Shelbie Bynum

Emily David

Alexis Dempsey♦
Kealoha and Justin  
    Deutsch♦♦
Lisa DiGiore♦
Laura Hummel

Taylor and Wesley  
    Jones♦♦
Cheryl Currie Kilcoyne♦♦
Sarah and Benjamin  
    Kodadek♦♦
Tom and Andrea Layne♦♦♦
Dori Marlin

Stefanie McQueen♦
Morgan and Christopher  
    Nobo

Brittany Schrader

Jenny Clara Schroeder♦
Jennifer and Marc  
    Stauffer♦♦
Elise Szafranski♦
Traci Temmen

Lynette Tozier♦♦
Shelby and Burton Tuttle♦♦
Caroline Vostrejs♦♦
Julie Ward♦
Teneille A. Williams♦♦
Kristin Wilson♦♦
Caroline Wright♦
Gwynne A Young♦♦♦

SUPPORTER

Tanya Marie and Luis  
    Acevedo♦
Robin Acevedo

Beth Ahmedic

Allison Akers♦
Caitlin M Alessandro♦
Brittani Alexander♦
Whitney Allen

Amazon Smile♦

To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a 
gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/annual-campaign.

For questions, contact fundraising@jltampa.org.
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Christine Amodeo

Brittany Elise Photography -  
    Brittany and Zachary  
    Anderson♦♦
Loren Anderson

Lindsay Apperson♦♦
Rebecca Arends

Katie Arndt♦
Kelsey Arsenault♦
Stefanie Astrab

Jenny Augustyniak♦
Maren Auxier

Jennifer Azzarelli

Dayton Baird♦♦
Tori Baptist♦
Amy Bass♦
Bridgette Bean

Devin Bedgio

Alyssa Beene

Jenni Bell♦ 

Haley Bell♦
Rebecca Benedict♦♦
Trimeka Benjamin

Lauren M. Bentz♦♦
Carrie Bien♦
Lauren Bird

Morgan Blake

Christina Blood

Anne Bloomquist♦
WhatSUP Paddle Sports

Ellen Boczarski♦
Kristin Bodin♦
Kelsey Bohannan

Ashley Collado Borrego♦♦
Kara Bosworth

Emily Boucher♦
Carlee Bowdoin♦
Dixie Brady

Jen and Chris Branton♦♦
Flavia Bravo♦
Hannah Brenenstuhl

Jana and Jeffrey Bridge♦♦
Melanie Brown♦♦
Danielle Brown

Brittany Brunetto♦
Kimberly Bryce

Jessica Burley

Michele Burns

Shannon Burrows♦

Jenna Bye

Laura Byrne♦♦
Katie Cabana

Jennifer Calhoun♦
Kate Callaway♦
Laura and Mark Campbell♦♦
Christine Campo

Lindsay Capito

Melissa Caraminas

Kelly Carey♦
Jackie Carricato

Marissa Carter

Erin C. Cassidy♦♦
Alexandra Cata-Ross♦
Sarah Catalano

Catalina Marketing  
    Charitable Foundation

Molly Molloy Catlett♦
Lauren Catoe♦♦
Julie Cayse

Mallory Cecil

Melissa Chaney♦
Miranda Chapman

Kathryn Chappetto♦
Virginia Charest♦
Mary Katherine Charles

Christen Christian

Dr. Christine Clark

Natalie Sargent Clark♦♦
Kim and Jeff Clarke♦♦
Casey Clayton

Stephanie Cleason

Tracy B. Clouser

Coberly Plastic Surgery

Courtney Cohen

Andrea Cohen

Emily Colamarino♦
Lauren Connors♦♦
Abigail Cory♦
Mary Beth Courier

Sarah Couture♦
Courtney and Joe Cox♦♦
Alyssa Emiliucci Cox♦
Nancy and Steve Crane♦
Carol Crofton♦
Lauren Cromer

Jennifer Crooker♦
Katie Crowe

Rachel Cruz

Jessica Cruze Kimbler

Meredith Cullen

Heather Curtis

Rebecca Dallas♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦♦
Rebekah Daoud♦♦
Melissa Davidson

Brittany Davis

Elena and Justin Day♦♦
Shanida De Gracia

Trish Dean

Margaret Clark♦
Hannah DeBevoise

Meg DeBonis♦
Lauren M. DeLuna♦
Kim Demkovich

Tammy B Denbo

Katelyn Dervay♦♦
Kady Diaz

Ginger and Steve Doherty♦
Meghan Dolan

Dohnia Dorman♦
Kathryn Douglass

Lisa and Bryan  
    Dreisbach♦♦♦
Chelsea Drinkard

Holly Dutton

Sarah and Jake Edwards

Mary Ashley Edwards♦
Ashley Ehrman

Danielle Eichmann

Samantha Ekholm

Alysia Ekizian

Michelle Elwonger

Sara Katherine Ennis♦
Autumn Etheredge

Lauren Evanovich

Gina Evans♦♦
Jessica Evanson♦
Sherri Fabbiano

Amanda Feenaughty

Laura Fender♦♦
Irene G.M. Ferguson♦
Breanna Fila

Jessica M. Fitzgerald♦♦
Alexandria Florio

Lynn Footlick♦♦
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Foss♦♦
BeverlyAnn Foster♦

Alexandra Fowler

Allison Fox♦
Amber France

Claudeane Frank

Jessica Burns Fugate

Dora Furman♦♦
Lindsey Fussell

Michelle Gallagher

Kristina Gandre♦
Samantha Gant

Lucy Garcia♦♦
Regan Garner♦
Marlow Garner

Sydney Gates

Amy Gatto♦
Jillian Gauld♦♦
Kendell Generelli♦
Elizabeth George♦
Tiffany Gershen

Martini Gibbons

Katelyn Giglio

Alicia Glasser♦
Sarah Gogliormella♦
Charya Goldsmith

Jessica Goodman

Kaila  Gosselin♦♦
Alexandra Graham♦
Kristina Granger♦
Erin Greco

Danielle Green

Kylie Gross

Nora Gunn

Amy Guzzo♦♦
Nicki Mohr Hall♦
Heather Hall

Caitlin Hamlin♦
Jan Han

Lauren Hanley♦♦
Elizabeth Harris♦♦
Cali Harrison

Stephanie Hart

Alex Hartig

Hildie Haviland

Ashley Hayes♦♦
Marie and David Hebbler♦♦
Mary Helton♦♦
Miranda Henderson♦
Christina Hernandez

continued on next page
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Dana Hess♦♦
Jen Hettinger♦
Sarah Hieber♦
Morgan Holmes

Wysteria Holt

Melissa Horvath♦
Andrelina Howard

Shellie Huffmaster  
    Vandersluis♦♦
Carmelita and Danny Hui♦♦
Karen Hussey♦
Monica Illas

Robert and Molly James♦♦
Jamie Jenkins

Emery Johannes

Ashley Johnson♦♦
Kaitlyn Johnson♦
Samantha Johnson♦
Erin McWhorter Jones

Shelby Jones

Kristin Jordan♦
Ashley Justice

Kourtney Kellin

Natalie LaRosa Kelly♦
Kelley Kilpatrick♦
Jennifer Kimball

Elicia Kimble Dick

Ashlee Kinback

Dr. Jasmine King♦♦
Ashleigh King

LaKisha Kinsey-Sallis

Janine Kiray♦
Monica Kirkland

Kadie Kluttz♦
Kelly Kraft

Alissa Kranz♦
Mr. and Mrs. Jared Krukar♦♦
Elizabeth Krystyn

Lauren Kuschel

Michael & Jeni La Paglia

Maja Lacevic

Kimberly Grucza♦
Annie Lam♦
Kim and Neil Lamis♦
Mary Frances Landis

Angela Lanza♦♦
Nikki LeClair

Erika and Scott Lee

Angie Lemont

Laura Lenhart

Nicholle Leonard♦
Michelle Leslie♦
Marsha Leventry

Cassie Levy♦
Kat Lewis♦
Amber Lewis♦
Caitlin Lewis

Elisa Congelio♦
Sarah Ling♦
Stephanie Loboda

Ashley Looney♦♦
Missie Saterbo♦
Shelby Lopez

Ms. Kimberly  Loux

Julie Lux

Kristen Maduri

Liz Makofske♦
Jennifer Malone♦
Samantha Manning

Kimy Marino♦♦
Danielle Marone

Stefanie Coren Marotta

Ashley Martin♦
Rona Martin

Sarah Martisek

Erniesha Mason

Mia Mastracchio♦
Esther Mathew♦
Marysue and Jim  
    Mathews♦♦
Lydia Mauritson♦♦
Amanda May

Susan Mazuchowski♦
Kendra McCan♦
Maggie McCleland♦♦
Jennifer McDonald♦
Amber Schonbrun  
    McDonnell♦♦
Kristen McFarland♦
Alessandra McGrath

Sara McIntire♦♦♦
Joan McKay♦
Debra L McKell♦
Sterling and Melissa  
    McLamore♦♦
Louise McLead♦
Mallory McLean

Cameron McNabb♦

Nicia Mejia

Lauren Melnick

Sara Melvin♦
Ashley Meredith

Kristina Merritt

Michael and Annette  
    Messina

Jennifer Miles

Kelly Miler

Carrie Minerva

Crystal Mirabella

Emily Monahan

Cherie Monarch Frontera

Erika Montanez

Michelle Montgomery

Alicia Moon♦
Kinsey Moore

Danielle Moreda

Christina Morse

Merritt Mosley♦♦
Victoria Motes♦♦
Rachel Moyers

Laurel Moynihan♦♦
Karrie Mueller♦♦
Monica Murphy♦♦
Cassidy Murray♦♦
Sarah Myers♦
Erika Myers♦♦
Anne Myers♦♦
Alissa Myers♦
Natasha Nascimento

Shannon Nehrig

Sarah Nelson

Desire Nelson

Stacey Borsik Niebles♦♦
Mary Christiana Nieves♦
Valerie Noel♦
Emily Nolan♦
Morgan Nolan

Selina Daryl Norfleet

Lisa K. Nugent

Alice Oben

Hilary O'Brien

Casey O'Brien

Emily O'Connor♦
Stephanie Olivo-Schulte♦
Jenny Olson

Emily Olson

Mackenzie Ombres

Ms. Kim O'Neill

AnnaMarie Otero

Alyssa Pacetti

Maggie Packer

Jillian Pantano♦♦
Sarah Pariseau

The Parisi Family - Carissa,  
    Steven and Charlotte♦
Hannah Parker

Lindsey Parks♦♦
Adriana Parrino

Tina Patel♦
Kaylie Erickson

Sarah & Nick Peet♦
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peluso♦
Cecelia Perez

Karen F. Perry♦
Rachael Phillips

Amanda Z. Polo♦
Whitney Prall

Jessica Primiani♦
Lisa Primiani

Natassja Prose

Lauren Pulido

Kara Rapozo♦
Adrienne Rea♦
Ashley Rector

Katie and Blake Rehberg♦♦
Lauren Rehm

McKay Rehwinkel

Lauren Reid♦
Frances N. Reitz

Hayley Reteneller♦
Betsy Ridley

Kitty Forenza♦♦
Sarah Riley

Gail Rinaldi

Megan Rindone♦♦
Lisa Robbins

Emily Read♦
Kristin Robertson

Carolyn Robinson♦
Sarah Roddenberry

Jennifer Rodgers♦♦
Natalie Rodriguez♦
Jessie Roeder♦♦
Lauren Rose♦
Alma Royster♦
Katelyn Rumenik♦
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Shelly Rumenik♦
Jennifer Russo

Amanda Rustmann

Shirin Rustomji

Courtney Ryals

Jessica Rybicki♦
Marie Sabina♦
Andrea Sahawneh♦♦
Lucielle Salomon

Lauren Sanchez♦
Mandy Sanders

Karyn K. Sbar

Elizabeth Scarola♦
Karry Schuele♦♦
Katherine C. Scott♦♦
Nicole Seeley

Allison Selby

Katie Selman♦♦
Clare Sessums♦
Alexis Shahnasarian♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦♦
Jill Shaw

Ann Sheppard

Amy Pullen Shoukry♦
Denyse Sierra♦
Coley Simmons

Cortnie Simmons

Catherine Simon

Kambria Sims

Dori Siverio-Minardi

Amber E. Smith♦♦
Amanda Smith♦♦
LaShawn Smith

Brittany Smith

Alexandra Smith

Sara Smith♦
Elisha M. Snyder♦♦
Brittany Spaziano

Kim Stabler♦
Allison Stahl

India Stallings

David and Sophie  
    Steinberg♦
Lilly Stern

Erica Stevens♦
Abby Stevens♦
Morgan Stillo

Jessica Strathman♦
Jessica Stravino♦

Betty Street

Anna Samaha Streufert

Ashley Stultz♦
Meghan E Sullivan♦
Mychael Sumby♦♦
Danica J. Sun

Stephanie Swinson

Hannah Tait♦
Elle Tallent

Kendyl Tash♦
Katherine Thomas

Caitlyn Tierney

Mrs. Dawn Tiffin♦♦
Tricia Tindall♦♦
Danielle Tinsley

Shannon Tompkins♦♦♦
Allie and Ryan Torrence♦♦
Anna Tosone♦
Rebecca Towner♦
Mary-Whitney Tozier

Taylor Traviesa

Heather and Aaron  
    Trkovsky♦♦
Molly Tuschen

Jennifer Tyler♦
UnitedHealth Group

Lisl Unterholzner

Lauren Vagnoni-Holder

Jennifer and Jeffrey Valdes

Mandy and Doug Valenti♦♦
Lindsey Vance♦
Christiana A. Vento

Kristin Vick♦
Penny Vinik♦
Mary and Dean Vitello♦♦
Leanne Voiland

Bethany Votaw♦
Tena Vozenilek

Kara Walker

Allison Wallrapp♦
Kimberly Walters♦♦
Sarah Walters♦♦
Mackenzie Warmack♦
Morgan Watts

Laura Webb

Madeline Webster

Elizabeth Weibley

Stephanie Weinberg

Kristin Wells♦

Cori Welty

Jenna Wengler

Melissa Whitney

Julie Whitney

Ashley Whittemore♦
Julie L Whitworth

Jessica Wical♦
Anne and David Williams♦♦
Alison Williams

Tallee Ryan Williams♦
Emily Williams♦♦
Nazley Wilson♦
Melissa Winner♦
Natalie Winslow

Fallon Niesen Winston

Liz Wolfe

Jennifer Wonder♦
Nicole Wong♦
Katie Wyatt♦♦
YourCause, LLC 

Camille Zutes♦♦
Jenna Zwald

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS  
PRESENTING SPONSOR

Publix Super Markets, Inc.♦

SILVER SPONSOR 

South Tampa Dermatology♦ 

BRONZE SPONSOR

TECO Energy, an Emera  
    Company♦♦♦

GASPARILLA INVASION 
PARTY SPONSORS

COMMODORE

Jackson Dental

IN-KIND DONORS

Brittany Elise  
    Photography♦♦
Dwell Home Staging 

Happy’s Home Center♦
Joe Photo Tampa♦
Kendra Scott - Hyde Park  
    Village♦
Parties with Character -  
    Karrie Mueller and Laura  
    Byrnes♦

Rick Maupin Photography♦
Sensory 5♦
Shutterbooth Tampa –  
    Monique Turley♦
South Tampa Dermatology♦
Uniform Nametape, Inc. -  
    Avery and John  
    Colman♦♦

MEDIA SPONSORS

Beasley Media Group, Inc.♦
Tampa Bay Parenting  
    Magazine♦♦♦
Tampa Bay Metro♦♦
Tampa Bay Times♦♦
Weather Tite Windows♦

GRANTS

The Association of Junior  
    Leagues International, Inc.

The Frank E. Duckwall  
    Foundation, Inc. 

Google Adwords advertising  
    grant

Jabil♦
TD Bank N.A.

MULTI-YEAR DONOR 
DESIGNATIONS

♦= 2–4 years at any level 
♦♦= 5–9 years at any level 
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any 
level

Donor listing as of 
September 28, 2017.  If 
you believe your name 
has been omitted in error, 
please contact the Fund 
Development Manager at  
FundDevelopmentManager@
jltampa.org.
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A gift to the Commemorative Fund is a way to recognize a significant event in a JLT member's 
life — joining in their celebration or thinking of them in a time of sorrow. 
Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions
• Honor someone's service to JLT 
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one

To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your donation inside (cash or 
check only) or scan the QR code to be taken directly to our online donation site (credit or debit 
card). All commemorative gifts support The Junior League of Tampa's endowment. 

To learn more or to make a gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts.
For questions, contact funddevelopmentmanager@jltampa.org.

Alexandra Graham, 
Graham for winning 2017 Business 
Woman of the Year by the Tampa 
Bay Business Journal for the Retail/
Hospitality category 
 Katie Cappy 
 Marie Hebbler
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Isabel Dewey

Karla Mastracchio,  
for her nomination as 2017 
Business Woman of the Year by 
The Tampa Bay Business Journal
 Katie Cappy
 Kitty Riggs Forenza
 Marie Hebbler
 Jenny Spencer
 Lindsay Dorrance
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Leslie Hodz

Lauren Rehm,  
for earning UCF 2017 Class of 30 
Under 30
 Jessica Hornof
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Kelley Volenec,  
on her promotion to account 
executive at ChappellRoberts
 Katie Cappy

Sarah Gogliormella,  
on her new job with DanoneWave 
Foods
 Ashley Watters
 Meghan McGuire
 Stephanie Hass
 Jenny Spencer
 Lindsay Dorrance
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Jennifer Malone,  
on her acceptance into the 
American Institute of Certified 
Planners
 Laura Everitt
 Stephanie Haas

Lakisha Kinsey-Sallis,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 2018
 Ashley Watters
 Meghan McGuire
 Nicole Hubbard
 Jenny Spencer
 Lindsay Dorrance
 Cathy Kamm
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Austin Simon
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Katie Cappy

Ginny Viet,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 2018
 Meghan McGuire
 Nicole Hubbard
 Lindsay Dorrance
 Ginny Garcia
 Chloe Cullinan
 Cathy Kamm
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler
 Jenny Spencer
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Isabel Dewey
 Leslie Hodz
 Kate Caldarelli
 Katie Cappy

Caroline Vostrejs,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 2018
 Ashley Watters
 Meghan McGuire
 Nicole Hubbard 
 Marie Hebbler
 Jenny Spencer
 Lindsay Dorrance
 Ginny Garcia
 Chloe Cullinan
 Cathy Kamm
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Stephanie Haas
 Andrea Webb
 Isabel Dewey
 Leslie Hodz
 Kate Caldarelli
 Katie Cappy

Jessica Fugate,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 2018
 Meghan McGuire 
 Andrea Sahawneh 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Cathy Kamm
 Jenny Spencer
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Caroline Vostrejs

Susan Thompson,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 2018
 Cathy Kamm
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Marie Hebbler
 Jenny Spencer
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Katie Cappy

Sara Palmer,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 2018
 Jenny Spencer
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Austin Simon
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Katie Cappy

Dori Marlin,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa Bay class of 
2018
 Rebecca Towner
 Katie Cappy

Carmelita Hui,  
on her promotion 
 Caroline Vostrejs

Caroline Vostrejs,  
on her new position as Director of 
Business Development at The Beck 
Group
 Andrea Webb
 Katie Cappy

Monica Kirkland,  
for passing her CPA Exam
 Laura Everitt

CONGRATULATIONS TO

This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts received July 1, 2017 through September 18, 2017.
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Justin Henry,  
son of Jessica Kendall Hornof
 Meghan McGuire
 Ginny Garcia
 Chloe Cullinan
 Allie Torrence 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Laura Everitt 
 Isabel Dewey 

Darcy,  
daughter of Margaret Cashill 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Marie Hebbler 

Matthias John,  
son of Andrea Webb
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Marie Hebbler 

 Ginny Garcia 
 Chloe Cullinan
 Cathy Kamm
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Leslie Hodz
 Katie Cappy 

Alice Victoria Burns,  
daughter of Tracie Domino 
 Roia Barrios
 Nicole Hubbard
 Allie Torrence 
 Jenny Spencer
 Chloe Cullinan
 Cathy Kamm
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Marie Hebbler
 Meghan McGuire
 Ginny Garcia
 Leslie Hodz
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Isabel Dewey
 Katie Cappy

Cole Steven,  
son of Laura Capriati 
 Austin Simon

Sadie Miles,  
daughter of Lauren Strahan
 Brittany Anderson

Amelia Vann, 
daughter of Elise Szafranski
 Brittany Anderson

Amelia Rose,  
daughter of Allison Welter
 Brittany Anderson

William Jackson, 
son of Megan Rindone
 Shannon Tompkins
 Ashley Watters
 Katie Cappy

Veronica Kolby,  
daughter of Dossie Marone
 Ashley Watters
 Caroline Wright
 Katie Cappy

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF

BEST WISHES TO

Tricia Tindall,  
on her engagement to Heath Boucek 
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 

Kristina Granger,  
on her marriage to Kyle Roberts
 Allie Torrence
 Chloe Cullinan 

Meg Bock, 
on her marriage to Anthony Severino 
 Roia Barrios 
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Andrea Sahawneh 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Taylor Jones
 Katie Cappy

Dana Flesher, 
on her marriage to Keith Bacon
 Austin Simon

Victoria Baptist, 
on her marriage to Matthew Dowdle
 Kimberly Grucza

Stephanie Olivo-Schulte’s 
Husband 
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Stephanie Hass 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Taylor Jones 

Heather Walsh’s father Donald 
Phillips 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Avery Coleman 
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Meghan McGuire
 Nicole Hubbard 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Taylor Jones 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Katie Cappy

In memory of Jean Divers
 Berdina Morgan 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Leslie Hodz 

Marysue Mathew’s mother
 Jenny Spencer
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Meghan McGuire
 Stephanie Haas 
 Taylor Jones 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Katie Cappy

Madeline Morris’s grandfather
 Stephanie Haas 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Katie Cappy

IN MEMORY OF



52  |  Fall 2017

EN
DO

W
M

EN
T 

FU
ND

 
The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund 
Leaving a Legacy ... Sustaining Our Service

The Endowment Fund was established in 2006 in partnership with The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. 
The Fund ensures fiscal stability for The Junior League of Tampa, allowing members to focus on the League’s 
mission independent of the state of the economy or the size of membership. A strong endowment fund will ensure 
a revenue stream that will augment, but not replace, annual fundraising revenue generated through individuals, 
events, grants, corporate sponsorships and membership dues. This will give us the opportunity to pursue exciting, 
new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating an additional financial hardship for The 
Junior League of Tampa or our members. Commemorative gifts support the Endowment Fund.

The Junior League of Tampa considers it an honor to be designated as a beneficiary 
of an estate or foundation. We regard this type of planned giving highly and recognize 
donors through membership in The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society.

The program allows you to leave your legacy in our community by supporting the 
future of the League and its members.

Endowment Donors & Founders Circle

90th Anniversary Endowment Donors

90TH LEGACY FOUNDER 
Don and Campbell Burton
Betsy and Drew Graham

90TH SUSTAINING FOUNDER 
Suzanne and Evan Brownstein
Stacy Carlson
Solon F. O’Neal, Jr., in memory of Sherrill Bell O’Neal

90TH FOUNDER
The Dutkowsky Charitable Foundation
Laura Everitt
Dr. Michael and Ginny Garcia
Mark and Suzy Mendelson

90TH SPONSOR
The Ambersley Family Foundation/The Kamm Family
The Beck Group
Kate Caldarelli
Katie and Ryan Cappy
Tara and Whalen Clark
Cindy and Tony Coney
Marie Hebbler
Nicole and Matt Hubbard
Melissa and Phil Nodhturft
Dada Pittman
Jenny and Peter Spencer
2015-2016 Inaugural Management Council
2015-2016 Leadership Council, in honor of Stacy Carlson

90TH CONTRIBUTOR
Fran Dupuis
Tom and Andrea Layne
Marysue and Jim Mathews
Gianni O’Connor
Ginny Veit
Caroline Vostrejs

90TH SUPPORTER
Mildred Lewis, in honor of Alden Lewis Sollner, Lisl Unterholzner,  
     Gloria Johnston Sparkman, and Anne Wilson King
Selena Ward
2015-2016 Endowment Committee

The Founder’s Circle  
Endowment Donors

LEGACY FOUNDERS
The Junior League of Tampa
Campbell and Don Burton
The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS
Betsy and Drew Graham
Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, in memory of Kenneth Charles Kane

FOUNDERS
Heather and Bennett Barrow
Allison and Adam Burden, in memory of Sandee Simpson
Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes
Laurie Ann Burton
Stacy Carlson
Pat and Calvin Carter
Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.
Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers
First Citrus Bank, in honor of Jessica Kendall
Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III
Jenay and Kevin Iurato
Helen Kerr
Ann Sells and David Miller
Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana
Terri D. Parnell
Mary, David and Abigail Persky
Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley
Lavinia Witt Touchton, in memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

Donor List as of September 19, 2017. Donations less than 
$250 are recognized through the Commemorative Fund.

THAN K YOU TO OU R I NAUG U RAL 

M E M B E R OF TH E 1926 SOCI ETY, 

MARTHA SALE FE R MAN.



Come join us for lunch!
Exceptional Professionals is a group of Junior League women who balance work, family, and volunteer goals 
with grace and a smile.  We have been meeting monthly for 18 years to share ideas, stay connected, and build friendships.  
We recently added quarterly seminars to support all working women.  Give us a call and we will send you a calendar for the 
upcoming seminars. 

Contact Exceptional Professionals and join us for lunch!  Call or text  Krista Allred at 813-766-3313.

Krista Allred
FBC Mortgage LLC
Mortgage Lender (NMLS #319001) 
kallred@FBChomeloans.com
813.766.3313 

Nancy Blake PA
Luxury Properties International  
Keller Williams Realty
Nblake@kw.com
813.892.1688

Denise Cassedy
Cassedy Financial Group
Securities offered through First  
Allied Securities, Inc. 
813.251.0004

Linda Courtney Clark
Family, Civil, Criminal  
and Law
linda@lindaclarklaw.com
813.935.7755

Jan Cornelius, DDS
Periodontic and Implant  
Dentistry
DentalImplantCenter.net
JanCornelius@DentalImplantCenter.net
813.254.4568

Renee Dabbs
Renee Dabbs, LLC
Results driven strategic consulting.
renee@reneedabbsllc.com
813.382.5378 

Christina Anton Garcia
Anton Castro Law
Family, Divorce, Custody &  
Modification
813.907.9807 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hannah Gross
Guardian Restoration
Disaster Restoration and  
Construction Services
guardianrestorationservices.com
727.212.1202

Jessica Kendall Hornof
First Citrus Bank 
Administrator and Security  
Member FDIC Business and Personal  
Banking Services 
firstcitrus.com
jkendall@firstcitrus.com
813.786.4421

Kim Miller
Majesty Title Services
Make sure your home purchase  
has clear title!
kmiller@majestytitle.com
813.230.0236

Jennifer Pauly Peterson
jpcreations
Graphic Designer
jpcreations.me
813.294.9808

Jennie Smith
Jennie Smith Interiors  
(FL License #0001644)
Residential and Commercial  
Interior Design
Visit my shop at 2713 S. MacDill Ave.
813.839.7637

Diane Rottensteiner
Huntington Learning Center
SAT/ACT/AXVAB exam prep
diane@hlctampa.com
813.908.1000 

Lynette Russell
MomSource Network
Helping women find flexible 
employment opportunities
lynette@momsourcenetwork.com    
813.358.4996

Clare Robbins
Emerson Robbins  
Portraits, Consultants, Fine Art  
Portraiture
Clarerobbins@me.com
813.928.6902

Amy Tamargo
Selective College Consulting, Inc.
College Admission Experts
atamargo@selectivecc.com
813.598.8695

Laura Webb
Webb Insurance Group
Home, Auto & Business
Webbinsgroup.com
813.887.5531

Christy Atlas-Vogel
Marketing Direction
Your Part-Time Marketing Executive
cvogel@marketingdirection.com
813.526.1870

Elaine Sweeney
Strut Fashion
On air personality, fashion stylist,
Youtube Fashion Channel  
strut.fashion
813.468.0424

Irene Ferguson
Seacoast Bank 
Sr. Vice President
Commercial/ Equipment financing
Irene.Ferguson@seacoastbank.com
813.263.8581 

Carlee Cone Bowdoin
Business Management  
Consultant  
Carleebowdoin.com 
813.335.2232
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WHO'S WHO IN THE LEAGUE

Avery Colman, PL ACEMENT MENTOR CHA IR 

A simple project can mean a great deal to a community in need. Avery Colman learned 
this lesson as Placement Mentor for Love Bundles, her first Willingness to Lead 
placement. This year as Placement Mentor Chair, she intends to encourage mentors to 
strive to make a difference—for individual committees as well as for members. Colman, 
a ninth-year Active, has held a variety of positions on numerous committees. She 
spent three years as an Arrangements Committee member (including a term as Chair), 
three years as a Placement Mentor (also including Chair) and has served on JLT 
Marketplace. A graduate of the University of Florida, Colman proudly supports Florida 
State University and the University of Tennessee. In 2014, she attended the BCS 
National Championship football game in Pasadena, Calif., where she cheered on the 

Seminoles as they won. In addition to watching football, she likes to read, paint and knit, especially baby 
blankets for friends who are expecting. Colman works as the office manager of a marine construction 
company. She and her husband own two dogs and two cats whose names all start with the letter “B.” 

Amber Lewis, PROVISIONAL EDUCATION RECRUITMENT 
COORDINATOR, REA DY TO ACHIEVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER

Amber Lewis dived right into her Provisional year as a Project Coordinator for Kids in 
the Kitchen. As a first-year Active, she is Education Recruitment Coordinator for the 
Provisional Education Committee and a member of the Ready to Achieve Committee. 
Lewis is passionate about Ready to Achieve and the opportunities it will provide the 
children involved. A University of Tampa alumna, Lewis majored in advertising and 
public relations and minored in marketing and dance. While volunteering for UT, she 
lived with a family in Jamaica and helped build playgrounds at local schools and also 
taught children. She has danced for the UT dance team and cheered for the Tampa 

Bay Lightning and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. In March, Lewis plans to host a cheer clinic for young 
girls in the community. She and her husband Ethan have been married for three years. 

Kenisha Ray, COMMUNITY ACTION COMMITTEE CHAIR

A Tampa native born at Tampa General Hospital, Kenisha Ray is a fourth-year Active 
member of JLT. As Chair of the Community Action Committee, she looks forward to 
meeting new people and bringing new nonprofits into the fold. Her previous placements 
include Provisional Mentor, a double placement as Girl Power Event Coordinator and 
Holiday Gift Market Young Entrepreneurship Program Committee Member, as well as 
Family Literacy Night Chair. Ray has taught at the Amy Gail Buchman Preschool at 
Congregation Schaarai Zedek since 2001. When she’s not teaching, she enjoys spending 
time with her 18-year-old daughter, a recent Plant High School graduate who is beginning 
college in Washington, D.C. Ray also enjoys history and politics. Last year, she helped her 
cousin campaign for state representative. “Politics has lit a fire under me,” Ray said. 

by LAUREN CROMER



LAUREN CROMER
A Tampa native, Lauren Cromer is a licensed mental health counselor and marriage and family therapist currently employed by 
Metropolitan Ministries. Lauren lives in the Westchase area with her boyfriend Tirso and stepdaughter Ava. She has been an 

Active member of JLT for four years.  55

Meet a few of our fabulous members who not only share their passion for 
volunteering their time and talent with the League, but also find time to have exciting 
family and professional lives and interesting life experiences.

Kara Rapozo, REA DY TO ACHIEVE CHA IR

Kara Rapozo joined JLT in 2014 and currently chairs Ready to Achieve. She 
is excited about the #passionandpurpose theme and its possibilities for 
her committee. Rapozo became familiar with the League in 2012 when she 
attended a birthday party for a 16-year-old boy who had never had a birthday 
party. At the time, she was working for the Department of Children and Families 
(DCF), and she supported the event as a Tampa Bay Buccaneers cheerleader. 
Rapozo’s mother was a professional baker who made birthday parties a big deal 
in her home, and the event struck a chord. After meeting Nicole Hubbard, 2016-
2017 League President, Rapozo decided to join the League. Today, she is glad 
she did. She meets many women who inspire her and has many opportunities to 

give back to the community. Rapozo works as a national outreach representative in business 
development for Rogers Behavioral Health, a nonprofit behavioral health hospital. She is also 
a member of the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce and the International Association for 
Eating Disorder Professionals.

Nealy Wheat, SUSTA INER

In the early phases of Nealy Wheat’s career, she had three mentors who 
provided encouragement, advice and a listening ear. These days, Wheat, chief 
financial officer of the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce, gives back by 
providing guidance to fellow women. Since joining JLT in 2012, Wheat has 
served on the Technology, Holiday Gift Market and Love Bundles committees. 
She treasures her experience with Love Bundles, she said, and she particularly 
enjoyed bonding with members as they shopped for, packed and delivered 
items to the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office. Wheat and her husband 
Nathan live in South Tampa with two rescued “fur babies” named Buster and 
Belle. She enjoys cooking, reading, yoga and travelling. Wheat is also a cancer 

survivor who has been cancer-free for 10 years. Her advice to new Provisionals: “You will 
get back tenfold what you put into it. Be present and enjoy the year. It goes by way too fast!”

"You will get back tenfold what you put into it." - Nealy Wheat
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Read about our great community projects, 
interesting membership, fabulous donors and 
issues affecting the Tampa community.

jltampa.org/sandspur

Keep a finger on the pulse of what's going on in 
the League.

jltampa.org

Find information highlighting the work we are 
doing with our community partners.

jltampa.org/community

Enjoy some "face" time.

facebook.com/TheJuniorLeagueofTampa

Follow us on Twitter

@JLTampa  
@JLTpresident

Support our community projects

jltampa.org/support

Find cookbooks & other League merchandise

jltampa.org/jlt-culinary-collection-
cookbooks

Look at every issue this year of The 
Sandspur and see highlights from The 
Junior League of Tampa's social media 
channels. Members are encouraged 
to be part of the conversation by using 
the hashtags given by our friends on 
the PR and Marketing Committee. 
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QUANTIFYING 
OUR IMPACT
The Junior League of Tampa is growing, thriving and 
making a difference. Members get a sense of this as they 
serve on committees, volunteer in the community and 
participate in General Membership Meetings. The impact 
also plays out in terms of numbers over the course of 
the year. These figures quantify, as of June 1, committee 
output, website reach and Provisional class size, and shed 
light on JLT's potential as it enters a new League year.

7,127BAGS PACKED  
(YEAR-TO-DATE AS OF JUNE)

1,514 BACKPACKS DELIVERED 
(YEAR-TO-DATE AS OF JUNE)

279 CHILDREN SERVED  
(YEAR-TO-DATE AS OF JUNE)

8,602 JLT WEBSITE HITS  
(MAY, 2017)

150 NEW MEMBERS  
WELCOMED TO THE LEAGUE!

COMMITTEE: FOODS 4 KIDS

COMMITTEE: LOVE BUNDLES

COMMITTEE: CHILDREN'S LITERACY - 
	          IN SCHOOL READING

COMMITTEE: PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING

COMMITTEE: PROVISIONAL EDUCATION

CONNECT 
WITH US



traciedomino.com 813 .810.0621tracie@traciedomino.com  

Photo courtesy of Justin DeMutiis Photography

MaryJane Wermuth      Jordan Prosser!
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U South Tampa
Medical Aesthetic Boutique

Botox/Dysport   |    Ultherapy   |    Microneedling   |    Skin Care   |    Fillers   |    Kybella   |    Threads


