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MARGARET CASHILL

In life, we meet some incredibly passionate people (as well as others with very little 
passion). If you are a passionate person, you have purpose, drive and, most likely, a sense 
of the bigger picture. 

At one point early in my adulthood, I found out a girl I had gone to school with had 
completed a marathon to support a cause important to her. This was before participating 
in charity races had become as popular as it is today. I was astonished that she ran 26.2 
miles! Inspired, I put on my sneakers and began to prepare for an upcoming four-mile race. 

This happened at a point in my life when I had little interest in anything other than the 
occasional crossword puzzle. I completed the race, in the top 75 percent of my age group 
no less, and proceeded to run several half-marathons over the next four years. 

A video of my most recent finish at the 2011 Florida Holiday Halfathon shows a man 
dressed in a head-to-toe elf costume crossing the finish line ahead of me. To be certain, 
I was never the fastest runner, nor the most prolific. Still, the decision to take up running 
represented a turning point for me. I began to appreciate life's possibilities and to pursue 
them. 

When I joined The Junior League of Tampa, I met people who lived life passionately and, 
what’s more, shared a drive to make the world a better place. 

Consider the story of Betsy Chambers, Sustainer President, who made it her mission to 
help victims of abuse following her work in the state attorney's office; or of Provisional 
Natasha Nascimento, who founded Redefining Refuge, a shelter for victims of human 
trafficking. Then there are the members of our League who reported to emergency 
operations centers during Hurricane Irma. Their dedication and bravery need no 
explanation.

These are just a few of the passionate people you will meet in this issue. Perhaps their 
stories will have the same effect on you that my former classmate who ran a marathon had 
on me years ago. May you be inspired to run after your passion, mindful of the possibilities 
waiting for you down the road.

Margaret Cashill
Editor

T H E  PU RSU I T  O F  
L I F E ’ S  POSS I B I L I T I ES 
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MARGARET CASHILL, Editor
An Active member of JLT since 2011, Margaret works in marketing 
communications. She lives in South Tampa with her husband and 
two daughters. In her free time, Margaret enjoys reading, listening to 
audiobooks and working out.

NANCY “JOANIE” OBEN, Features Editor
Joanie is a first-year Active. She is a yearbook and newspaper adviser 
at a South Tampa high school. In her free time, she volunteers as an 
international officer for her sorority, Alpha Delta Pi, and loves watching 
Miami Hurricanes football. Go ‘Canes!

KENDRA MCCAN, Assistant Editor
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously 
served as a contributing writer for The Sandspur. She works as a 
construction litigation attorney in Tampa and grew up in Orlando. She 
enjoys running, attending concerts and spending time with her family.

SUZY MESMER, Copy Editor
Suzy is a first-year Active who works in PR and marketing. A two-time 
graduate of the University of Nebraska’s journalism school, she spent 
most of her career in sports and news broadcasting. She and her 
husband Aaron are the proud parents of their baby boy Jackson.

MARISSA HYMAN, Photographer
An Active member of JLT since 2011, Marissa is a wedding and 
portrait photographer and mother of two. She and her husband are 
both South Tampa natives and enjoy raising their girls among their 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins, all nearby, and enjoy toting 
them on far-flung travels around the world.

NICHOLE VILD, Photographer 
Nichole has been a member of JLT since 2013. She was with the 
Emerald Coast and Northern Virginia chapters before transferring to 
Tampa in 2015. She is a U.S. Army logistics officer. Her spare time is 
spent traveling, running and chasing her nieces and nephews around 
with a camera.

LAURYN CRAPARO, Advertising Coordinator 
A second-year Active, Lauryn works as an events and communications 
coordinator for a national law firm. She enjoys spending time with her 
husband and daughter as well as cheering on the Florida Gators.
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BEHIND THE BALUSTRADES

KATIE CAPPY

As I started this League year, I told members I was inspired by 
the following quote:

"PURPOSE IS THE REASON YOU JOURNEY. PASSION IS 
THE FIRE THAT LIGHTS THE WAY."  —ANONYMOUS
 
As an organization made up of volunteer leaders, it is truly 
passion that guides The Junior League of Tampa’s women to 
devote the time they do to our community.

Now, as we turn the calendar to a new year and reach the 
halfway point of our current League year, it is our pleasure to 
highlight not just League members who follow a passion to 
light their journey, but also fellow community members who are 
also led by passion.

You will read about Natasha Nascimento—a JLT Provisional—
and Geoffrey Rogers, two community leaders inspired by a 
passion to give human trafficking survivors a voice. Nascimento 
and Rogers committed their lives to not only helping the 
survivors, but also championing their cause.

You will see a preview about our May Luminaries luncheon. As 
we prepare to announce the winners of the 2018 Luminaries 
award, I could not help but be reminded of the incredible 
women and men in our Tampa community who have dedicated 
their lives to being agents of change and leaving our town a 
better place for those coming behind them.

Finally, you will meet our 2017-2018 Community Advisory 
Board. These dedicated leaders help the League ensure that 
we are truly serving the community in its greatest capacity 
and maximizing the impact we have the power to make. Their 
passion for community is varied and runs deep. We are truly 
thankful for the service of this accomplished group.

I hope you have a purpose for your journey and a deep and 
abiding passion that serves as your fire.

With passion,

Katie Cappy
President, 2017-2018

www.jltampa.org  |  9
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10  |  Winter 2017

LE
TT

ER
S 

TO
 T

HE
 L

EA
G

UE

10  |  Winter 2017



www.jltampa.org  |  11



12  |  Winter 2017

Arrrrrgh
T A M P A

we value community

celebrating our sixty-sixth year of Tampa 
tradition in the Gasparilla Children’s Parade
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What is a 
Luminary?

A person who inspires 
or influences others, and 
who is prominent in a 

particular sphere.

Since 2015, The Junior League of Tampa has honored 

outstanding individuals through The Luminaries, an 

annual program held in partnership with WEDU PBS.

The Luminaries recognizes the qualities of leadership, 

empowerment, advocacy and distinction, with a goal 

to preserve the legacies of individuals who effect 

positive change in the community.  

Led this year by Co-chairs Sarah Martisek and Jessica 

Stravino, the Luminaries Committee plans to hold the 

2018 Luminaries luncheon at the Bryan Glazer Family 

JCC on MAY 11, with registration starting at 11 a.m., 

followed by an hour-long program beginning at noon. 

 

The 2017 Luminaries—the Honorable Betty Castor, the 

Honorable Katherine Essrig and J. Thomas Touchton—

received recognition at a luncheon on May 5, 2017. A 

WEDU PBS special chronicled their stores, which the 

Tampa Bay History Center preserved in a permanent 

digital collection. 

With more than 90 years of history and 1,900 

members, JLT is in an excellent position to celebrate 

community members who make a difference. The 

League invites all members of the community to 

consider nominating someone they know who 

exemplifies the qualities of a Luminary. 

MARGARET CASHILL
An Active member of JLT since 2011, Margaret works in marketing communications. She lives in South Tampa with 

her husband and two daughters. In her free time, Margaret enjoys reading, listening to audiobooks and working out.
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by MARGARET CASHILL
THE LUMINARIES SETS DATE FOR 2018 LUNCHEON TO HONOR INSPIRING LEADERS 
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As a young lawyer working at the state attorney’s 
office, I was assigned to the sex crimes division.  
I am very sad to say that a majority of my victims were 
children under the age of 12 who had been physically 
and sexually abused by a parent, step-parent, relative 
or family friend. Daily, I listened to innocent, trusting 
children painfully describe unspeakable acts of 
violence. Passion quickly became my driving force 
to be the voice for these children in the courtroom 
and to anybody I could make listen. I witnessed the 
frustration of overworked and underpaid children's 
services employees trying to place the victims in safe 
homes. It became my mission to make a difference.

I reached out to family and friends to tell my 
unthinkable stories. It was and always will be a very 
painful topic. Often I encountered truly caring people 
who were grateful for my efforts but did not want to 
hear of such atrocities in our community. I was known 
to passionately respond, "These children did not 
choose to hear, see or feel this horrendous abuse …
nor should we have a choice to turn a deaf ear." With 
such a bold statement, my mom and dad became my 
biggest advocates. I knew in my heart that others 
would listen and so I turned to The Junior League of 
Tampa. The women of this organization did not let me 
down. They listened and took action. Within the year, 
the League launched the Foster Family Recruitment 
Project. In light of the frighteningly low levels of 
families willing to open their homes to abused 
children, the League created the "Share Your Heart, 
Share Your Home" marketing concept. We were in the 
news and our logo appeared on bus stop benches, 
billboards and pamphlets. People were listening. I saw 
hope for these children. 

The League supported the project for several years. 
The focus on children in need gathered amazing 
momentum. Projects to follow included the Program 
for Pre-School Sexually Abused Children, Kids’ 
Rights/Guardian ad Litem, Kids’ Connection, Baby 
Bungalow, Love Bundles and Mary Lee’s House, 
to name a few. We tackled literacy and hunger and 
strived to make a positive impact on children at risk. 
Many projects addressing the needs of children 
continue to thrive in our organization. We have even 
taken on human trafficking. We are an organization 
with open hearts and minds, ready to listen and to 
take action. This is passion. Thank you, women of The 
Junior League of Tampa. I am so proud of you.

Passion to help children will always be at the center 
of my heart. In 1998, I made a statement in the 
President’s Perspective section of The Sandspur that 
I continue to support: "Throughout the remainder of 
this year, and for years to come, allow me to challenge 
each of you to remember less fortunate children … 
the ones whose nightmares never end, whose tears 
never stop, whose fears never go away, and who long 
for loving arms to comfort them." 

Making a difference begins with passion.

Sincerely,

Betsy Chambers

BETSY CHAMBERS

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIFE 
OF A CHILD

2017-2018  
SUSTAINER OFFICERS & CHAIRS

BETSY CHAMBERS: Sustainer President 

LESLIE JENNEWEIN: President-Elect 

ALYSIA EKIZIAN: Recording Secretary 

ELIZABETH KURZ: Corresponding Secretary 

GWYNNE YOUNG: Sustainer at Large 

GINGER DOHERTY: Sustainer Chair 

BETH SCHATZBERG: Sustainer Chair 

ANDREA WEBB: Sustainer Chair 

It became my mission to make a difference."
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U P C O M I N G  S U S T A I N E R  E V E N T S

F E B R U A R Y  2 8 T H

Sustainer of the Year 2018  
Nominations Due  

M A R C H  7 T H

Day at the Races  
Don't miss this fun, Annual Event!

M A R C H  2 4 T H

Sustainers Spring Volunteer Opportunity: 
Special Olympics 

A P R I L  9 T H

Spring Cocktail Party at Roux 

A P R I L  1 9 T H

New Sustainer Luncheon  
at Tampa Yacht & Country Club 

A P R I L  2 0 T H

Sustainer Spring Luncheon  
and 50-year member recognition at HQ



16  |  Winter 2017

Cynthia Gandee Zinober
Disney’s Magic Kingdom is only an 

hour away, but Florida’s first "magic 
kingdom" is in JLT’s backyard.

While the moniker may be new 
to some, Tampa natives and even 
transplants are likely aware of 

the rich history of the university 
named for its home city.

The University of Tampa now occupies 
what was the famed Tampa Bay Hotel from 1891 
to 1930. The lavish resort, opened by railroad 
tycoon Henry B. Plant, ended its run during the 
Great Depression. But today, under the renowned 
minarets, cupolas and domes of Plant Hall, you will 
find the Henry B. Plant Museum and its executive 
director, Sustainer Cynthia Gandee Zinober.

The southeast wing of Plant Hall, a U.S. National 
Historic Landmark, houses the Henry B. Plant 
Museum on the grounds of UT. When Zinober 
joined the museum, shag carpet still lined the 
hallways. After developing the museum’s inaugural 
mission statement, her first order of business 
was to remove the beautiful, but not era-specific 
chandeliers and other artifacts that did not reflect 
the period the museum aimed to preserve.  

Zinober set out to collect only objects original to 
the hotel. Twenty-nine years later, the museum 
resurrected the Gilded Age with its artifacts, 
pictures and décor. In 1998, the museum earned 
national accreditation by the American Alliance 
of Museums, a distinction reserved for about 4.5 
percent of museums nationwide.

Over the years, Zinober has drawn from many 
JLT experiences to manage the eight people on 
her staff and more than 80 volunteers who keep 
the museum running. Zinober’s JLT placements—
from her role as a Sandspur Photographer to 
working in the Judeo-Christian Health Clinic 
to volunteering at the Tampa Museum of Art—
introduced her to a variety of people.  

Zinober said the skills she learned are of particular 
use in relating to the volunteers, without whom 
the museum would not survive. In fact, League 
volunteers staffed the museum check-in desk and 
gift shop through the early 1990s. The museum’s 
curator of 35 years is also a JLT Sustainer, again 
demonstrating how JLT is woven into the fabric of 
the museum.  

If you haven’t yet, take a few hours to stroll the 
halls of the museum, see Zinober’s years of passion 
and bring to fruition her purpose of educating the 
community about Tampa’s rich history.  

Clara Reynolds
"Developing the potential of 
people around you—giving 
them the power to take 
something and make it 
their own—almost always 
yields results tenfold better 
than simply completing the 
task yourself," Sustainer Clara 
Reynolds said. 

Reynolds, who became a Sustainer in 2010, said 
her training and experience in JLT taught her the 
value of empowering others. Now, as the president 
and CEO of the Crisis Center of Tampa Bay, 
Reynolds utilizes 11 years of League lessons to 
fulfill the organization’s mission. 

Reynolds’ League experiences equipped her 
with the skill sets necessary to begin a nonprofit 
organization, Success 4 Kids & Families. S4KF 
was born out of her work with children dealing 
with severe emotional and behavioral challenges. 
When it began in 2005, S4KF consisted of seven 
staff members who offered support and services 
to people dealing with depression, learning 
difficulties, anger management, bullying and 
other behavioral health issues. It was a League 
connection that made the creation of S4KF 
financially feasible. 

by LYNDSEY SIARA

Sustainers Pursue Goals with Passion,  
Draw Lessons From League Service
The Junior League of Tampa owes a great deal to its Sustaining members. They comprise the League’s largest 
membership class, support its good works and supply knowledge and insight gained from experience. Through 
their achievements in professional and charitable arenas, Sustainers shine a positive light on JLT. You get out 
what you put in, as the saying goes. These Sustainers cited lessons learned in their various placements as the 
source of principles, leadership skills and passion that have driven them to achieve their goals.
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LYNDSEY SIARA
Lyndsey has been an Active member of JLT since 2013. She is a judicial staff attorney and enjoys reading and yoga when she is 

not spending time with her husband Joe and daughter Sydney.

 17

As Reynolds recounts, her mentioning that S4KF 
needed a line of credit to another League member 
led to a meeting with a bank that eventually provided 
that lifeline. For Reynolds, this demonstrated the 
power of the connection the League provides to 
women willing to help one another. 

Ten years later, S4KF has become a key 
stakeholder in the community. In 2015, Reynolds 
transitioned into her current role at the Crisis 
Center. Whether she was removing a child from a 
home as a child protective investigator or working 
with incarcerated children as a school social 
worker at a juvenile detention center, Reynolds 
always found herself on the tail end of people’s 
crises. At the Crisis Center, she has “the honor of 
being with people in their most desperate hour,” 
she said. Now at the forefront of people’s crises, 
Reynolds and her team ensure that no one in the 
community has to face a crisis alone and that each 
person has the tools to move forward. 

The role often brings Reynolds back to her various 
JLT committee chair positions. “Successfully 
running a nonprofit is very similar to running a 
good committee—just on a larger scale,” she said. 

When it comes to leading her staff, Reynolds 
draws on her experience as Training Chair. “Here 
is what we need to get done, but how we do that 
is up to you—let’s dream together,” summed up 
her attitude that year. Reynolds empowered her 
committee members to do more. 

On an organizational level, she encourages volunteers, 
donors and other participants to involve themselves 
in a way that benefits both the organization and the 
person—something she learned from the League’s 
approach to community involvement. Reynolds has 
found that harnessing these ideals can transform 
any organization and allow its members to fulfill their 
purpose in the community.  

Michelle Bremer
Fashion and styling are 
passions of Sustainer Michelle 
Bremer. Although she has 
more than 20 years of fashion 
industry experience, it wasn’t 
until she approached the age 

of 40 that she acted upon the 
advice she now gives others.

"Your level of commitment is the game changer," 
she said. "Go for it and put in 110 percent."

Bremer’s Runway Translator, a full-service fashion 
styling firm, provides a platform of services such 
as closet auditing, personal shopping and styling 
for both personal and commercial clients. In a 
year’s time, Bremer has become a featured fashion 
expert on a daytime morning news show and a 
fashion contributor for Tampa Bay Parenting 
magazine. 

Soon she plans to launch "Style Finder Boutique 
Bus Tours," a champagne party bus tour to 
several local boutiques where Bremer provides 
professional styling. This ladies outing has the 
makings of a staple of JLT’s social calendar. 
In fact, the League has played a huge role in 
Bremer’s journey. She has League members as 
clients, and their connections provided stepping 
stones. Bremer’s JLT experiences laid the 
foundation for much of her success, she said. 

The dichotomy of being Technology Chair one year 
and Social Chair another helped Bremer grow. 
Through JLT, she learned tangible skills such as 
marketing, website design, event planning and 
public speaking, as well as intangible skills like 
leadership, teamwork and commitment. Both sets 
of abilities helped her succeed in professional and 
charitable work outside the League.

For her last Active placement, Bremer brought her 
passion to Girl Power! , styling girls in the program 
and teaching them about fashion. After nearly 10 
Active years in the League, Bremer transitioned into 
Sustainer status at the start of this League year.

Bremer said the League taught her about 
combining passion and purpose. It’s no surprise 
that she applies her talents to charitable work in 
the community. For Grow Into You Foundation, a 
nonprofit that supports teens in the foster care 
system, Bremer shops and thrifts for theme-
specific costumes to style the teens for the 
organization’s annual charity ball.

One of Bremer’s lifelong dreams has been to serve 
on the board of directors for Dress for Success 
Tampa Bay. To that end, she organizes monthly 
styling events with her retail partners, with 10 
percent of sales benefiting the nonprofit. Having 
combined her passion for fashion and desire to 
make a positive impact on the community, Bremer 
feels complete in her life’s work.
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Kathryn Bursch
Kathryn Bursch grew up in Alexandria, Minn., and studied at the University of Minnesota, where 
she received a degree in broadcast journalism. Her first reporting/anchor job was in Grand 
Forks, N.D. In 1987, she moved to Tampa to report and anchor for WTOG-TV. She became 
a reporter at 10News WTSP in 1999 and currently is the station’s manager of strategic 
partnerships. Bursch has been honored for her work and has received several Emmy, regional 
Edward R. Murrow and Associated Press awards. Outside of work, Bursch stays busy with her 
family, including her husband and teenage son. She plays the violin in the Suncoast Symphony 
Orchestra and also enjoys horseback riding.
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Lissette Campos
Lissette Campos is the director of community affairs for WFTS TV ABC Action News. 
The six-time Emmy Award-winning journalist is also the recipient of the prestigious Silver 
Circle Award from the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. Campos’ broadcast 
journalism career spans more than 25 years and includes undercover reporting in Moscow 
and Havana. She joined the news anchor team at ABC Action News in 2001. In her current 
role as community affairs director, Campos created the Emmy Award-winning “Taking Action 
Against Domestic Violence” campaign, which has earned more than a dozen national, regional 
and state journalism awards and is credited with a 77 percent increase in calls to the Florida 
Domestic Violence Hotline.

Sheriff Chad Chronister 
Veteran law enforcement officer Sheriff Chad Chronister has served with the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office since 1992. He has a bachelor’s in criminal justice and a master’s 
in criminology from St. Leo University, and is a graduate of the FBI National Academy's 
260th Session. He became the top law enforcement officer in Hillsborough County on Sept. 
30, 2017, upon his appointment by Gov. Rick Scott. Sheriff Chronister was most recently 
the colonel in charge of the Department of Operational Support. He is co-chairman of the 
Regional Domestic Security Task Force, Region IV Tampa Bay. He credits his family and faith 
for his successes. His grandfather Jack Bentivegna instilled in him a passion for service to 
others, to work for the greater good and to always fight the good fight. This sparked his desire 
to enter law enforcement. "Nanu" Jack served his country as a decorated Marine in combat 
missions at Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima and Guam during World War II. He passed away in 2013, 
but his spirit and legacy live on. Sheriff Chronister has earned many commendations. His civic 
associations include board membership positions with Friends of Hillsborough County Animal 
Services, Boys & Girls Clubs of Tampa Bay, Jason Ackerman Foundation, More Health Inc., 
Brooks-DeBartolo Collegiate High School and the Tampa Bay Sports Commission. A native 
of York, Pa., Sheriff Chronister is married to Nicole DeBartolo and has two sons, Asher and 
Zack, and two dogs, Mona and Lola. He enjoys spending time with his family the most.

Joseph Clark 
Joseph Clark served as president of the Eckerd Family Foundation, a spend-down limited 
life charitable foundation, from its formation in 1999 until its closing in 2013. The foundation 
focused on strategies supporting youth at risk in Florida, North Carolina and Delaware. Clark 
currently serves on the national board of Eckerd, the child welfare provider in Hillsborough and 
Pinellas counties, and as chair of Eckerd Community Alternatives, Circuit 13. He is a member 
of the board of directors of the Tampa Hillsborough Homeless Initiative and a founding 
member and past chair of Social Venture Partners, Tampa affiliate. He is active in numerous 
other community service organizations. After graduating from Union College with a bachelor’s 
degree in industrial economics, he earned his J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law. 
Prior to forming the foundation, he practiced civil trial law and was a shareholder for 25 years 
at Shackleford, Farrior, Stallings & Evans (now GrayRobinson). Clark and his wife, Terrell, a 
JLT Sustainer, have two sons who also reside in Tampa with their families.

by BRANDY BAKER
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BRANDY BAKER
Contributing Writer Brandy is a first-year Active and Tampa native. Currently working in development at a local nonprofit,  

Brandy enjoys spending her free time at the beach, reading, thrifting and kayaking.

The Honorable Virginia Covington
In 2001, Judge Virginia Covington was appointed to Florida’s Second District Court of Appeal 
by Gov. Jeb Bush. With the appointment, she became the first Cuban-American woman in the 
state of Florida to serve on any appellate court. She served on that court until 2004, having 
been nominated by President George W. Bush and confirmed by the U.S. Senate to a lifetime 
position as a U.S. District Judge. She is the first Hispanic district court judge in the Middle 
District of Florida. Judge Covington completed her J.D. at the Georgetown University Law 
Center. She received a Master of Business Administration and Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Tampa.

Sheff Crowder
Sheff Crowder has been the president of the Conn Memorial Foundation since 1993. The 
foundation provides leadership and grants to Hillsborough County nonprofits focusing on the 
educational achievement of children and youth in low-income neighborhoods. It also supports 
the education of Tampa Bay’s nonprofit leaders. Crowder and the Nonprofit Leadership Center 
have worked with the Sykes College of Business at the University of Tampa to offer a graduate 
certificate or Master of Business Administration in nonprofit management. He is passionate about 
cultivating a nonprofit heart, a business mind and a leader’s spirit in the local nonprofit sector. 

Robin DeLaVergne
Robin DeLaVergne, a past JLT President, was appointed executive director of the Tampa 
General Hospital Foundation and senior vice president of TGH in July 2005. Prior to that she 
served as vice president of membership and marketing for the Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce. DeLaVergne is a member of the Women in Leadership & Philanthropy program 
at the University of South Florida, the TGH Foundation's Women’s Leadership Council, 
Florida Philanthropic Network, the Association for Healthcare Philanthropy, USF Town & 
Gown, Leadership Tampa Alumni, Junior Achievement’s Circle of Enterprising Women and 
the Philanthropy Leadership Council of the Advisory Board. She has served as an honorary 
commander for the 6th Air Mobility Group at MacDill Air Force Base. She is also a past chair 
of the Tampa Chamber and the Tampa Bay Partnership's CEO Direct Program, as well as a 
past board member for Metropolitan Ministries and United Way. She serves on the boards of 
directors for the Tampa Downtown Partnership and the Tampa Chamber. Among several recent 
distinctions, DeLaVergne was named JLT's Sustainer of the Year in 2017. She is a graduate of 
USF, where she received a master's of science in audiology.

Jeff Eakins 
Superintendent of Hillsborough County Public Schools Jeff Eakins is a consummate 
educator who guides the district through the servant leadership lens. One of his first steps 
as superintendent was to work with the school board to develop the district’s new mission 
and vision, “Preparing Students for Life.” The district’s first-ever five-year strategic plan 
was designed to increase high school graduation rates to 90 percent by the year 2020. 
In less than three years under Eakins’ leadership, Hillsborough County Public Schools 
graduation rates have increased 6 percent. In 2017, the American Heart Association 
named Eakins national Administrator of the Year. Eakins has received numerous other 
awards and recognition throughout his career. He is a graduate of the 2011 Leadership 
Tampa Class, co-chair of the Leadership Tampa 2015 Education Committee, and he 
serves on the boards of directors for the Florida Association of Instructional Supervisors 
and Administrators and the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County. As Eakins continues 
to guide the school district towards positive growth, he remains an advocate for equity, 
diversity and inclusion for all. 
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Elizabeth Frazier
Elizabeth Frazier is the executive director of the Lightning Foundation and senior vice president 
of philanthropy and community initiatives for Amalie Arena. Frazier has led a transformation of 
the Lightning Foundation and the Lightning’s community relations department and has helped to 
spearhead dozens of impactful community programs throughout the Tampa Bay region. Frazier has 
a bachelor’s in comparative literature with a certificate in European cultural studies from Princeton 
University and a master’s in business administration from the Darden School of Business at the 
University of Virginia. She is the daughter of Joanne Frazier, JLT Sustainer and past President.

Yvonne Fry
A native Floridian, Yvonne Fry grew up as a farmer's daughter in Plant City, where her family 
grew strawberries, organic vegetables, and had a chicken farm with 60,000 chickens. A 
graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi, Fry's daily life is a mixture of marketing, 
technology and big ideas! As an expert in the telecommunications and IT industry, Fry owns 
Lines of Communication, a full-service telecommunications management and auditing 
company. Fry is also CEO of Fry Entertainment Inc. An activist in causes close to her heart, 
she embodies servant leadership with her dedication to helping numerous organizations 
involving women, children, education and political issues. Fry was named one of Florida 
International University's Top 25 Women Entrepreneurs in Florida in 2011, honored with the 
Plant City Chamber Chairman's Award in 2014 and was named one of the Girl Scouts of West 
Central Florida's Women of Distinction in 2016. Fry has two children and enjoys catching trout 
and snook in Tampa Bay with her fishing guide, Mark Ober.

John Giordano 
John Giordano has been a member of the Bush Ross law firm since 1985. He 
attended the University of Florida and earned degrees in accounting, law and tax law. 
Giordano is JLT’s legal counsel and a standing member of the Community Advisory 
Board. He is the husband of Ruth Giordano, JLT past Sustainer President, and father 
of Active Elizabeth Mackie.

Mark Fernandez
Prior to joining USAmeriBank, Mark Fernandez founded the corporate advisory firm EMF 
Consulting, which assists organizations in marketing, community outreach and business 
development strategies. A 25-year veteran of the sports and entertainment industry, 
Fernandez served as senior vice president of the Tampa Bay Rays, overseeing corporate 
sales and marketing efforts, broadcast operations, community relations efforts, the Rays 
Baseball Foundation and team merchandising operations. Fernandez joined the Rays from 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, and prior to that he was with the Phoenix Suns organization. 
Most recently, Fernandez served for two years as board chairman for United Way Suncoast, 
having also chaired United Way’s Annual Campaign and Tocqueville campaign in recent 
years. In 2010 he was the inaugural recipient of the organization’s Community Advocacy 
Award. In addition to numerous community leadership programs and civic activities, he 
serves on the boards of directors for the Helios Education Foundation, University of South 
Florida Foundation, Tampa General Hospital Foundation, United Way Suncoast, Greater 
Tampa Chamber of Commerce, American Heart Association, Hillsborough Education 
Foundation and the Tampa Hillsborough Homeless Initiative.

Bruce Faulmann
Bruce Faulmann is vice president of sales and marketing for The Tampa Bay Times and a 
member of the Times board of directors. He served as publisher of Florida Trend, a Times 
affiliate publication, from November 2008 to October 2009. Before joining the Times 
Publishing Company, Faulmann spent 24 years in the daily newspaper business, most recently 
as vice president of advertising for The Tampa Tribune. Faulmann is a graduate of the 
University of Florida, earning his bachelor’s degree in advertising.
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Denise Glass
Denise Glass is the president of Sensory 5, a marketing and advertising agency headquartered 
in Tampa. Through Sensory 5, Denise has helped various local nonprofits (JLT, High Risk 
Hope, Joshua House and others) by providing in-kind graphic design and volunteer services. 
Glass has been a member of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) for 12 years, serving 
on the organization’s board for four years. Connections Campaign, a program Denise created 
for the Tampa Bay Chapter, received an International MPI Rise Award. In her free time, the New 
Jersey native and University of South Florida graduate enjoys following the USF Bulls football 
team and spending time with her husband of 25 years and their two rescue dogs.

Miray Holmes
Miray Holmes was named manager of community partnerships and neighborhood engagement 
by Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn in March 2013. In this capacity, Holmes serves as Mayor 
Buckhorn’s main liaison to the neighborhood associations and as their voice at City Hall. She 
also works with community partners and private entities to make Tampa’s neighborhoods a 
better place. Holmes recently worked as the director of community relations for the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers and the Glazer Family Foundation. Prior to that, she worked in community 
marketing at Reliant and corporate marketing positions with the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association and Atlanta Centennial Olympic Games. Born and raised in Washington, D.C., 
Holmes holds a bachelor’s degree from Howard University. She is mother to daughter Julia.

Dianne Jacob
Dianne Jacob, senior vice president and director of client and community relations at PNC Bank 
- Florida West, manages the sponsorship and philanthropic funding for the company in Orlando, 
Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota and Naples. She deploys the bank’s resources based on a 
strategic plan for its regional growth through community building. This involves sponsorships in the 
arts and for economic development organizations, as well as grants in early childhood education. 
Throughout her professional career, she has dedicated her time to community building and servant 
leadership. She served on more than 30 boards (and chaired more than eight of those boards). 
She also developed a charity to distribute prom dresses to girls through the Hillsborough County 
School system. Jacob has received numerous awards for her service, most notably the prestigious 
Parke Wright III Leadership Award given to distinguished alumni of Leadership Tampa, as well as 
the Leadership Florida Chairman’s Award for valuable contribution to the creation of the young 
professional group CONNECT Florida Statewide Leadership Institute.

Grayson Kamm 
Every day, Grayson Kamm gets to show off successful students and connect the community with 
its future as the communications and media officer for Hillsborough County Public Schools. As the 
chief of communications for the eighth-largest school district in the United States, Kamm oversees 
media relations, school marketing and more for the district, which prepares 200,000 students 
for life every day. He previously served as communications director for the Museum of Science 
& Industry (MOSI) in Tampa and as a television journalist for more than 13 years, specializing in 
stories on space, science and politics. Kamm attended the University of Florida, where he proposed 
to his wife on the field of the Gators’ football stadium with 40,000 fans in the stands. She said 
"yes," and he is now married to JLT Active Cathy Ambersley Kamm, an attorney with the law firm 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon in Downtown Tampa. They have two young sons, Collier and Merritt.

Gene Marshall
Gene Marshall is a founding board member and initial chairman of Northstar Bank, a 
community bank headquartered in Tampa. He is also a consultant with Success Sciences, 
Inc. Marshall joined the Chase Manhattan Bank in New York City in 1969. After spending 
21 years in various management positions in global risk management, international 
custody operations and global securities services of the global bank, he moved to the retail 
banking sector and relocated to Tampa Bay in 1990. He was named senior vice president 
of JPMorgan Chase in 1993. He retired in June of 2004 and continues to be active in 
the community. Currently he serves on the boards of Tampa General Hospital, the David 
A. Straz Jr. Center for the Performing Arts, WEDU PBS, The University Area Community 
Development Corp. and The Council for Educational Change.
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Ronda Parag
Ronda Parag is the publisher and managing editor of Tampa Bay Metro and Tampa Bay 
Weddings magazines. Parag believes in giving back to the community and has volunteered 
many hours to local charities. She is an advisory board member for The Salvation Army of 
Hillsborough County, past trustee for The Spring of Tampa Bay and member of the Gold 
Membership Committee for the Tampa Museum of Art. She supports many additional nonprofits. 
Parag graduated from the University of Florida with a bachelor’s in business administration and 
has been married to Stephen P. Parag, II for 30 years. They have one son, Evan.

Kelley Parris
Kelley Parris currently serves as executive director of the Children’s Board of Hillsborough 
County. She holds a graduate degree in organizational management from Troy University and 
an undergraduate from the University of Alabama. Parris previously served as the director of 
the Alabama Department of Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention, which was awarded the 
2013 Auburn University Innovative Programs in Government Award for its work to end child 
death in the (0-3) demographic from abusive head trauma and unsafe sleep. Most recently 
she received the 2014 Secretary’s Award from the Florida Department of Children and 
Families for community partnership. Parris has worked in the field of child abuse prevention, 
domestic violence prevention and mental health for 30 years. 

Marlene Spalten
Marlene Spalten joined the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay as president and CEO in 
October 2012. She previously was executive director of the Baptist Health Foundation and a vice 
president of Baptist Health, Jacksonville’s largest community-owned hospital group. Prior to her 
career with Baptist Health, Spalten was associate head of school/advancement and planning 
at The Bolles School in Jacksonville. She graduated from Cornell College with a bachelor’s in 
English. She is a Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) and a fellow of the Association for 
Healthcare Philanthropy (FAHP). A 1999 graduate of Leadership Jacksonville, she was named a 
“Woman of Influence” by the Jacksonville Business Journal in 2011.
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Bruce Narzissenfeld
Bruce Narzissenfeld recently retired after 32 years with TECO Energy. His last role was as 
vice president of marketing, customer service, business development and fuels operations. 
He was responsible for the business functions that directly connect with customers and the 
communities served by Tampa Electric and Peoples Gas. A resident of Tampa since 1985, 
Narzissenfeld received his Bachelor of Science in accounting from the University of Florida 
and a Master of Business Administration from the University of Tampa. He is a Certified Public 
Accountant. Narzissenfeld currently serves as chair of Visit Tampa Bay and is on the boards of 
the Tampa Bay Sports Commission and The Tampa Club, and previously was a board member 
of Meals on Wheels. 

The Honorable Sandy Murman
Sandy Murman was elected County Commissioner in 2010, representing District 1. She was re-
elected without opposition in June 2012, and subsequently re-elected to her third term in November 
2016. Commissioner Murman was elected by her fellow commissioners as vice chairman of the 
BOCC for 2016-17. She served as chairman of the BOCC for 2014-15, and as vice chairman in 2011, 
2012 and 2013. Prior to joining the County Commission, she completed eight years as a member 
of the Florida House of Representatives from 1996-2004. Rep. Murman was the first Republican 
woman to hold the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore in the Florida House of Representatives. She is 
focused on economic development and bringing jobs to Hillsborough County; transportation, where 
she works with local leaders to craft future effective transportation policy; ending homelessness 
in the county; fighting the opioid crisis locally; continued improvements to customer service and 
communications between the county and its citizens; and providing high-quality critical children’s 
services. Commissioner Murman is a graduate of Indiana University. She is married to local attorney 
Jim Murman. Their daughter Michele Murman Bradner is an Active JLT member.
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Representative Ross Spano 
State Rep. Ross Spano serves on the Choice and Innovation Subcommittee, Civil Justice 
Subcommittee, Health Quality Subcommittee, Higher Education & Workforce Subcommittee 
and Judiciary Committee. While serving in legislature, Rep. Spano authored legislation aimed 
at allowing human trafficking victims to move on with their lives by allowing judges “to vacate 
certain criminal convictions if the offender can prove that they committed them under duress,” 
as would happen in a situation in which someone had been illegally trafficked.

Jonathan Stein, CPA 
Jonathan Stein is a graduate of the University of South Florida. He is a shareholder with Rivero, 
Gordimer & Company, P.A., and has considerable auditing/accounting experience with nonprofit 
and governmental organizations. As the League’s CPA, he serves as a standing member of 
the Community Advisory Board. Stein is involved with a variety of nonprofit organizations in the 
Tampa Bay area.

The Honorable Ralph Stoddard 
Judge Ralph Stoddard was elected Circuit Judge to the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit in 1996, 
after 20 years of private practice. He has served in every division, has a particular interest in 
juvenile issues and has served as chair of both the Hillsborough County Juvenile Justice Board 
as well as the Community Alliance. Judge Stoddard graduated from the University of South 
Florida in 1969 and the University of Florida College of Law in 1975. He is a former adjunct 
professor of law at Stetson University College of Law. He and his wife Carmen have three 
daughters: Monica, Sarah and Brigid, who is a JLT Sustainer.  

Eric Ward
Eric Ward, director of security for Coca-Cola Beverages Florida, oversees security for the 26 
facilities and headquarters located within the state. Prior to joining the Coca-Cola team, Ward 
served 29 years in law enforcement and retired as the chief of police for the City of Tampa 
Police Department in 2017. During this time, Ward developed a strong leadership presence, 
earning the reputation of a crime fighter who embraced the opportunity to give back to the 
community. He excelled through the ranks, working in numerous divisions within the agency 
before accepting the appointment from Mayor Bob Buckhorn to lead a department of 1,300 
employees. His leadership role began early in his career as an officer and supervisor in 
the patrol division. Ward also worked as the Specialty Teams commander overseeing K-9, 
Mounted Patrol, Traffic, Air Service, Marine Patrol, Dive Team, SWAT, Hostage Negotiation 
Team, Bomb Team, Honor Guard and the Special Incident Management Unit. Ward continues 
to make contributions in the community by dedicating his time to worthy causes.

Curtis Wright
A lifelong resident of Lakeland, Curtis Wright is the manager of retail marketing 
communications - Lakeland Division for Publix Super Markets, Inc. He is a graduate of 
Lakeland Senior High School and received a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
with a concentration in management from Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory, N.C. Wright 
began his career with Publix in 2001 as a selector in the boxed meat/dairy warehouse. 
When not at work, Wright spends most of his timing coaching youth baseball and the 
offensive line on his son’s youth football team. He and his wife, Jennifer, a strategic 
procurement buyer in facilities purchasing for Publix, have been married for 11 years and 
have two young children.



by ALEX PALERMO

Emergency Operations Center:  
The Invisible Heroes
What did you do in the hours leading up to Hurricane 

Irma’s arrival? Most likely you remember vividly the 

fear, stress and anxiety you felt as you made difficult 

decisions for you and your family. 

Maybe you left town, not sure whether your house 

would be there when you returned. Maybe you stayed 

and fielded calls from worried friends and family, 

attempting to calm their nerves when your own were 

anything but calm. 

As Tampanians braced for disaster, the women and 

men of emergency operations centers took charge. 

An EOC is a central command facility responsible for 

coordinating resources and maintaining continuous 

operations during emergencies, such as hurricanes, 

as well as for certain special events. Two EOCs serve 

Tampa, one run by the City of Tampa and another by 

Hillsborough County. Several members of The Junior 

League of Tampa and its Community Advisory Board 

reported to work as EOC staffers during Hurricane Irma. 

Their stories remind us of the value of serving others, 

especially under severe circumstances.

H U R R I C A N E  I R M A  L O O M S
In the wake of Hurricane Harvey's destruction in 
Houston in late August, Hurricane Irma appeared to 
be an ominous, potentially devastating storm as it 
gained momentum in early September. 

Irma made history as one of the most powerful 
storms to leave the Atlantic Ocean, becoming a 
Category 5 hurricane with wind speeds up to 185 
miles per hour as it approached the continental 
United States. 

As Irma neared, weather experts reported forecast 
models showing a direct hit in Tampa. In a news 
conference the morning of Sept. 10, Tampa Mayor 
Bob Buckhorn said, "We know that we are ground 
zero for hurricane Irma. We have for 90 years 
avoided this day, but I think our day has come." 

Many residents headed to evacuation shelters. 
Many shelters had reached full capacity by Sept. 10, 
although they continued to admit evacuees.
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ALEX PALERMO
Originally from Niceville, Florida, Alex is corporate counsel at Syniverse Technologies.  

She and husband Anthony have a daughter named Rory. In her free time, Alex loves spending  
time with them as well as boating, running, working out, reading and binge watching episodes of Friends.  25

JLT Active Diania Pimenta served both the city and county EOCs in 
her capacity as a government liaison for the American Red Cross. Her 
job was to ensure that shelters were staffed and ready to open when 
needed. 

When asked why she volunteers, Pimenta said, "I'm able to do it. I have 
the skill sets and I enjoy doing it. I like to have a purpose."

Grayson Kamm, communications and media officer for Hillsborough 
County Public Schools and a JLT CAB member, oversaw the stocking 
and preparation of food and opening of schools for shelters. He served 
the county EOC. 

"You kiss your kids on the forehead and you go lock yourself in the 
emergency operations center for a few days," Kamm said. "It's mostly 
unnerving until the storm itself hits and then you don't think about it 
for a while because you have so much on your mind. You have to worry 
about getting your own family to a safe spot, and then you worry about 
every else's families."  

The county EOC is housed in a large room inside the county's Public 
Safety Operations Complex (PSOC), located within the headquarters 
for Hillsborough County Fire Rescue and Emergency Management. The 
building is built to withstand a Category 5 hurricane. 

Imagine a massive room filled with tables, phones, computers and 
representatives from all over the city or the county divided by function, 
including first responders, city and county employees, members of 
volunteer agencies like the American Red Cross, and members of the 
media. 

Among their many roles, EOC staffers issued evacuation orders, 
opened and staffed shelters, provided food and water, sand bags and 
other resources to the community, and coordinated family reunification.

L E A G U E  L E A D E R S 
D I S C U S S  D I S A S T E R 
P R E P A R E D N E S S  A T  
A J L I  C O N F E R E N C E
In the wake of disasters 
worldwide, The Association of 
Junior Leagues International 
held its 2017 Fall Leadership 
Conference in Salt Lake City 
Oct. 13-14. 

In a plenary session, Junior 
League of Tampa President 
Katie Cappy sat alongside 
members from the Houston, 
London, Mexico City and Las 
Vegas Leagues, all of which 
dealt with emergencies and 
disaster over the last year. 

Cappy described how JLT and 
the Tampa community prepared 
for Irma, as well as the key 
takeaways learned from the 
storm. 

Each member brought unique 
experiences to the discussion, 
but all stressed the importance 
of having a disaster plan in 
place and being able to execute 
it quickly to jump into action.
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"When you sign up for a job like this and you are 
surrounded by really dedicated people, you realize 
you are part of something bigger, and that helps 
because you realize there are so many people out 
there with substantial and immediate needs," Kamm 
said.  

Members of the media and media liaisons who 
reported to the EOC provided a service critical to 
people in the storm's path and to those who had 
evacuated. They shared information.

JLT Actives Kat Lewis, public relations strategist for 
Hillsborough County, and Kara Walker, senior media 
relations strategist for Hillsborough County, both 
served the EOC as public information officers. 

In their roles they put together press releases 
and messaging, responded to media inquiries and 
coordinated daily press briefings. 

"For me, working at the EOC during 
Hurricane Irma was a learning experience 
that I found extremely rewarding. We had to 
think quickly, be accurate and act as a team 
to get important information out to the public 
in a timely manner."  — Kara Walker

A F T E R  T H E  S T O R M 
Irma triggered the largest evacuation in Florida's 
history and devastated the Caribbean islands and 
the Florida Keys before it passed Tampa to the east 
as a Category 1 hurricane the night of Sept. 10. In 
the days that followed, evacuees returned to Tampa 
and, street by street, houses regained power. Local 
people began to resume their normal routines.

Throughout the weather event, EOC staffers left 
their families to take care of the community, and for 
this we regard them as heroes. Thank you to each 
and every EOC member for keeping the community 
safe.

The Junior League of Tampa 
lives its mission through service 
and leadership in our community.  

At CS&L CPAs, our mission is to 
provide an exceptional service to our 
clients, give back to our community,  and support our growing 
team. For more than 60 years, we have remained true to those 
values. 

As we expand our presence in Tampa, we  appreciate the 
opportunity to support The Junior League of Tampa and  
look forward to assisting you with your tax, estate, audit  
and accounting needs.

BRADENTON  ◆  SARASOTA  ◆  TAMPA

www.CSLcpa.com  ◆  (813) 490-4490

Susan O’Neal Thompson, CPA
Principal, CS&L CPAs

UNDERSTANDING YOUR UNIQUE NEEDS. 
CREATING EXCEPTIONAL SOLUTIONS.

A Beautiful Smile Can…
Leave a Lasting Impression

1906 S. MacDill Ave., Tampa, FL 33629 
813.374.2007 | www.perezorthodontics.com
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www.smeds.org

•Challenging Academics              •Competitive Athletics        •Performing and Visual Arts
•Foreign Language Instruction    •Religious Education           •Advanced Technology
•Video Production Activities        •Global Studies                     •Community Service
                                                            •Exciting Enrichment Opportunities

2101 S. Hubert Avenue, Tampa   (813) 258-5508

Now accepting applications for Pre-Kindergarten through 
8th grade for the 2018-19 academic year. Call today!
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RUTH GIORDANO    
SARAH CASEY    
SUSAN BALDWIN    
CINDY HADLOW    
ANNE DEPURY

B A L DW IN
C A S E Y
REALTY  GROUP

813.875.3700
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by LYNDSEY SIARA

On the coffee tables and kitchen shelves of Junior 
League of Tampa members, you will find League 
cookbooks. Their pages contain recipes for 
Gasparilla festivities, everyday meals, holiday get-
togethers and much more. 

These same pages share the League’s legacy of 
cookbooks, which began in 1961 with publication 
of The Gasparilla Cookbook and continues to this 
day. Read through the acknowledgments section and 
you will understand that compiling these cookbooks 
was no easy feat. It’s one thing to decide to publish 
a cookbook, quite another to determine financing, 
collect recipes, decide upon a name and otherwise 
prepare a cookbook for publication. 

Since the debut of The Gasparilla Cookbook, net 
proceeds from its sales and those of six additional 
cookbooks have helped the League invest millions 
of dollars into the Tampa community. What began as 
an innovative way to fund League projects became a 
lifeline for sustaining community projects.

Not only did the cookbooks generate income, they 
achieved iconic status.

The Gasparilla Cookbook was among the first 
publications included in Southern Living Magazine’s 

Community Cookbook Hall of Fame. The cookbook 
also earned a spot in the Walter S. McIlhenny Hall 
of Fame, a program named for the former president 
of Tabasco sauce producer McIlhenny Co. of Avery 
Island, La., who enjoyed and collected cookbooks.

A CHAPTER IN 
HISTORY  

The Gasparilla 
Cookbook became 
part of history when 
former first lady 
Jacqueline Kennedy 
was photographed 
carrying a recently-
purchased copy at the 
World Fair in New York 
City in 1964.

To the League’s good fortune, she held her copy in 
perfect form. The fierce pirate on the cover (holding  
a serving tray of delicious food no less!) appears 
prominently in the image. Although we don’t have 
the pleasure of knowing Jackie’s favorite recipe, 
we can only imagine she would have reveled in the 
cookbook’s pages. 

PASSION IN THE PAGES: 
The Legacy of JLT Cookbooks



LYNDSEY SIARA
Lyndsey has been an Active member of JLT since 2013. She is a judicial staff attorney and enjoys reading and yoga when she is 

not spending time with her husband Joe and daughter Sydney.
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More than 230,000 copies of The Gasparilla 
Cookbook were published, and now a limited 
number of copies of the 50th Anniversary Edition are 
available.

You need only flip the front cover of The Gasparilla 
Cookbook to know what it’s all about—a "treasure 
map of good eating." The cookbook celebrates 
Tampa’s diverse heritage, featuring Cuban, Spanish, 
Italian, Greek and Southern recipes, as well as 
cuisine from additional cultures. It highlights recipes 
from famous restaurants as well as heirloom recipes 
from local families. 

Following the success of The Gasparilla Cookbook, 
two additional cookbooks joined the party—A Taste 
of Tampa (1978, now out of print) and Tampa 
Treasures (1992). 

Embarking on a new leg of the culinary journey in 
the early 2000s, JLT set out to produce the first-
ever series of Junior League cookbooks. 

The Junior League of Tampa Culinary Collection 
presents a four-volume set of individual cookbooks. 
The collection consists of The Life of the Party 
(2002), Everyday Feasts (2004), Savor the 
Seasons (2006) and Capture the Coast (2010). 
Each unique in its own way, these cookbooks 
features recipe favorites from around Tampa Bay—
from cocktails for entertaining to holiday staples to a 
delicious seafood entrée.  

As any League member can attest, the cookbooks 
offer a wide array of culinary options. Novice and 
veteran chefs alike have earmarked their favorite 
recipes. 

"The Banana’s Foster in The Life of the Party is my 
favorite recipe," said Marketplace Co-chair Lauren 

Sanchez. Appropriately, this recipe is located in the 
"Grand Finale" section of the cookbook. "I grew up 
having Banana’s Foster in my family and you can 
never go wrong with it." 

The showstopper, Sanchez said, is the flambé.

While some recipes are flamboyant, others warm the 
soul with fond memories of cool afternoons in fall 
and sun-stained kitchens in which Grandma baked 
a warm apple pie. At least, those are the images the 
JLT Cookbook Blog evokes about the Apple Crunch 
Pie with Cinnamon Ice Cream recipe from The 
Gasparilla Cookbook. 

The blog features recipes from JLT’s cookbooks 
regularly. If you’re looking for inspiration or wish to 
buy one of the cookbooks, please consider following 
these social media outlets:

If League cookbooks do not yet line your kitchen 
shelves or add to your coffee table selection, you 
may also find them available for purchase on JLT’s 
website as well as through retailers such as Barnes 
& Noble. The Life of the Party also is available in 
e-book format. 

The cookbooks are popular, even quintessential 
bridal shower, housewarming and holiday gifts, and 
their sales support the League’s many causes. To 
borrow a line from the preface to The Gasparilla 
Cookbook 50th Anniversary Edition: You are invited 
to dig in!

JLT Cookbook Blog: http://jltcookbooks.wordpress.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/JLTMarketplace 
Twitter: @jltCookbooks 
Instagram: @jltmarketplace
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Apple Crunch Pie With Cinnamon 
Ice Cream From The Gasparilla 
Cookbook

6 juicy sour apples

1 cup brown sugar

1 cup flour

¼ pound margarine

Pare, core and slice apples, 
and put in pie plate. Mix 
flour and brown sugar, then 
add margarine and mix until 
crumbly. Sprinkle this mixture 
over apples and bake at 350◦ 
for about 30 minutes or until 
apples are done. Serve warm 
with cinnamon ice cream.

CINNAMON ICE CREAM:

½ pint whipping cream

1 quart vanilla ice cream

2 tablespoons sugar

1 tablespoon red-hot cinnamon  

1 heaping teaspoon cinnamon

Candy (optional)	

Whip the cream, add sugar 
and cinnamon. Soften ice 
cream, add cinnamon mixture 
and whip. If desired, add 
cinnamon candy. Freeze. 

Yield:  Serves 8 
Courtesy of Ms. Shirley R. Hanson

Banana’s Foster From  
The Life of the Party
We just couldn’t resist this New 
Orleans classic. To make ahead, 
scoop the ice cream into four 
dessert bowls and freeze. You 
may prepare the sauce up until the bananas 
are added and chill. Just before serving, 
warm the sauce, add the bananas, and serve 
over the ice cream.

½ cup (1 stick) butter

Dash of 151 rum

1 cup packed brown 
sugar

Dash of cinnamon

¼ cup banana liqueur

4 firm bananas, sliced

¼ cup dark rum

Vanilla ice cream

Melt the butter in a skillet. 
Stir in the brown sugar. Cook 
until melted and well blended. 
Add the banana liqueur, dark 
rum, 151 rum, cinnamon 
and bananas. Cook until 
the bananas are warm and 
softened; do not let bananas 
get mushy.

Scoop the ice cream into dessert bowls and 
top with the hot banana mixture.  
Serve immediately. 

You may also use the recipe for Nut Lace 
Cookies (pg. 100) and follow the directions 
for making the cookie cup. Serve the ice 
cream in the cookie cup and top with the 
warm banana sauce.

Yield:  4 servings

Featured Blog Recipe: Lauren’s Favorite: 
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Tampa-Central/South 
1155 S Dale Mabry Hwy. 

Tampa, FL 33629 
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JLT FORUM OPENS A DOOR

Once a vice president for IBM, Rogers left the 
corporate world in 2011 to focus on nonprofits. 
The JLT-sponsored Forum on Human Trafficking at 
Stetson University College of Law in 2013 provided 
his first exposure to the prevalence of child sex 
slavery.

"The Tampa Junior League is a big reason why I am 
doing what I am doing today," Rogers said. 

After spending years traveling and interviewing 
survivors, experts, activists, safe home operators, law 
enforcement officers and lawmakers, Rogers and 
his wife were called by God to dedicate their lives to 
eradicating human trafficking, he said.
 
Rogers joined Kevin Malone, a former Major League 

Baseball general manger, to found the U.S. Institute 
Against Human Trafficking. Headquartered in Tampa, 
the faith-based nonprofit works to prevent human 
trafficking in the United States, with offices in Los 
Angeles, Washington, D.C., and Austin, Texas.

With three boys of his own, Rogers understood boys 
were not immune. Yet there was a serious need for 
resources for the victims. He had to find a way to 
help. His vision for a safe home for boys led him 
to Nascimento, founder and executive director of 
Redefining Refuge, which operates a safe house in 
Hillsborough County for girls who have been victims 
of human trafficking. 

"We didn’t want to spend two to three years 
reinventing the wheel," Rogers said. "So, we thought, 
'let's engage one of the most successful safe home 
operators in the country—Natasha.'"  

by ALEX PALERMO Two Advocates' Courage to Effect Change

DID  Y OU  K NO W ?

According to UNICEF, there are 1.5 million human trafficking victims in the United States and Canada alone.

When The Junior League of Tampa launched its campaign 
to raise awareness about human trafficking, the effort not 
only shined a light on an epidemic, it inspired people to 
dedicate their lives to bringing about its end. 

Geoffrey Rogers is one such person. Earlier in 2017, 
he launched a safe home for boys who have survived 
sex trafficking, the first of its kind in the United States. 
Consulting on the project was Natasha Nascimento, a JLT 
Provisional who founded Redefining Refuge, a nonprofit 
dedicated to human trafficking victims.

Their story illustrates the profound ripple effect of an 
effective awareness campaign.

ONE CHILD IS TOO MANY: 



www.jltampa.org  |  33 33

ALEX PALERMO
Originally from Niceville, Florida, Alex is corporate counsel at Syniverse Technologies.  

She and husband Anthony have a daughter named Rory. In her free time, Alex loves spending  
time with them as well as boating, running, working out, reading and binge watching episodes of Friends.

INVOLVEMENT INSPIRES ACTION 

When she began her first job in finance, Nascimento could 
not yet have imagined where her career would take her.

Early on, she began to volunteer and attend public child 
welfare meetings. The constant casual mentions of "child 
prostitutes" at these meetings upset and disturbed her.  

"To me, it was an oxymoron," she said. "How could a child 
forced to do something be a prostitute? But no one else 
was shocked."

When many people think of human trafficking, they think 
of people being forced across borders. But that is not 
always the case, especially in Florida where there is an 
overabundance of vulnerable children.

Understanding the urgency of the issue, Nascimento spent 
two years researching human trafficking, particularly that 
of children. She discovered a cycle of abuse, a lack of 
awareness and an insensitivity toward victims. She realized 
she needed to change that.  

SOCIAL MEDIA A BREEDING 
GROUND FOR SEX 
TRAFFICKING RECRUITMENT 

With so many young people 
online, traffickers can target 
increasingly large populations. 
Perpetrators may pose a 
false offer of employment 
like a modeling job, share an 
invitation to a "college party" 
or otherwise coerce a young 
person. 

"Grooming" may begin by 
talking to a young person 
as a friend, offering praise, 
support, financial assistance 
or housing. 

Traffickers look for victims 
in physical locations as well 
as online. Schools, libraries, 
parks, shopping malls, youth 
centers and even group 
homes are also common 
grounds for recruitment.
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"Human trafficking was a taboo subject many 
people did not seem comfortable discussing, 
especially when it involved sexual abuse of children 
for profit, yet it was happening in our community," 
she said. "It was not just a 'third world' problem."  

In 2010, Nascimento founded Redefining Refuge to 
spread awareness about human trafficking. At the 
time, only two similar organizations existed: in New 
York and South Florida. With the passage of the 
Florida Safe Harbor Act of 2012, which established 
that sexually-exploited children should be treated 
as dependent and not delinquent children, the need 
for safe houses for survivors became clear.

Redefining Refuge renovated a house donated 
by a real estate company, and was ready to open 
in 2012, when a storm hit and fallen oak trees 
destroyed the structure.

Nascimento, who had left her job in finance 
to dedicate her life to Redefining Refuge, was 
devastated. It was back to square one. She found a 
new house, and with the help of family and friends, 
opened in 2013.

The house can accommodate as many as six girls, 
but no more than four stay at the house at a time so 
each can receive the care she needs. The home is 
staffed around the clock.    

COMMON PERSPECTIVES, SHARED VISION

As Rogers planned his home for boys, he enlisted 
Nascimento as a consultant. Together they used 
her girls' home as a model.

The home is built for five boys and currently has 
two boys living there. According to Rogers, the boys 
are doing exceptionally well.

When asked how the community can help in 
the effort to spread awareness, Rogers and 
Nascimento said the same thing: A society and a 
community must own the problem collectively.  

According to Rogers, "We as a society should 
certainly be able to stop the mass-organized rape 
of our nation's kids for profit. It's a social problem 
that, collectively, we should be able to end."

"We all belong to each other," Nascimento said. 
"Instead of viewing the kids as 'other,' if we view 
them as children and we own the problem, we can 
make Tampa a zero-tolerance community and we 
can change it."

In 2016, an estimated one out of six 

endangered runaways reported to the National 

Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

were likely child sex trafficking victims. Of 

those, 86 percent were in the care of social 

services or foster care when they ran.

 Images Courtesy of Redefining Refuge.

"HUMAN  T R A F F I C K I NG  WAS  A  TA BOO 
SUB JE C T  MAN Y  P EOP L E  D ID  NO T 
S E EM  COMF OR TA B L E  D I S CUS S ING . . ." 
—  N ATA SHA  N A SC IME N T O
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Why settle for bland & boring when you can enjoy 
the quickest fix that’ll power you up to be your best? 
Our expert chefs prepare our super-delicious fitmeals 
with only the freshest, all-natural ingredients to 
bring out the awesome in you.

If you are what  
you eat, be 110% 
awesome.

NOW OPEN: Westshore & Winter Park  |  South Tampa  |  SOHO
Countryside  |  Carrollwood  |  St. Petersburg  |  Brandon  |  Downtown Tampa

Wesley Chapel  |  Orlando  |  Plantation  |  Fort Lauderdale

get happy!

+
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1716 SOUTH DALE MABRY HIGHWAY | (813) 254-1251 | coton-colors.com
P E R S O N A L I Z E D  G I F T S  |  TA B L E T O P  |  B R I D A L  R E G I S T R Y  |  H O M E  |  C O L L E G I AT E  |  O R N A M E N T S

TAMPA COTON COLORS FLAGSHIP STORE
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by SUZY MESMER 

The motto of The Junior League of Tampa this year 
is "Passion and Purpose." For many JLT members, 
Toastmasters has bridged a gap by teaching 
them how to voice their passion and purpose with 
confidence and persuasion.

Toastmasters officially was chartered by JLT in 2015, 
became a JLT committee in 2017, and now has 24 
members including Actives, Sustainers, Transfers 
and Provisionals. The idea began in 2013, when this 
year's JLT Toastmasters Chair Sarah Walters was 
Training Chair.

"Public speaking was an area where I personally 
needed growth," Walters said. "As prior Social Chair 
the year before, I realized that a lot of our members 
didn't want to make our announcements at our 
General Membership Meetings."

Serving on the Membership Advisory Committee, 
Walters had access to membership survey feedback. 
Several members expressed interest in enhancing 
their public speaking skills, she found.

Rather than duplicate a program to train members 
in speaking, leadership and communication—all 
elements of the Toastmasters' mission and vision—
JLT found it could provide the training for its 
members through Toastmasters.

"Part of the thinking was that Toastmasters is 
a way to help the members of JLT to be better 
communicators and speakers," said Brenda Alloco, 
Toastmasters' immediate past district director for 
Florida Gulf Coast. "Part of JLT is to serve the 
community and foster and empower women to 
have courage and a voice in the workplace and 
community."

PERSONAL GROW TH, PROFESSIONAL 
ADVANCEMENT

And the program has done just that. Ginny Garcia, 
JLT Leadership Director, has been a member of 
Toastmasters since JLT offered the opportunity in 
2015. Toastmasters provided a safe place for her to 
step outside her comfort zone, as well as to make 
friends, she said.

"I'm an introvert, so public speaking absolutely 
terrifies me," Garcia said. "I joined Toastmasters as 
a way to build confidence and feel more comfortable 
speaking in front of people. What I love about 
our Toastmasters club is that our membership is 
exclusive to JLT members."

Toastmasters helped prepare Garcia for her duties 
as this year's Leadership Director, especially when 
it comes to speaking to membership about the 
Nominating process.

"Professionally, I had a speaking opportunity that 
resulted in new business opportunities for my 
company that I wouldn't have pursued if not for the 
skills I learned from Toastmasters," she said.

Another JLT Active, Ali St. Cyr, gives credit to 
Toastmasters for helping her find her voice as she 
embarked on starting her own small business. As 
broker/owner of Tomlin St Cyr Real Estate Services, 
St. Cyr relied on her Toastmasters training to speak 
in front of Tampa Bay’s leaders and to close deals.

Helping People Find Their Voice for Passion and Purpose

Toastmasters:
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TOASTMASTERS: AN INTRODUCTION

Toastmasters clubs vary from corporate, 
community, niche and even prison or 
commitment center clubs. Anyone 18 
and older may join with their annual dues. 
For those who do not have the financial 
means or who are under the age of 18, 
there are "gavel club" options. Those clubs are run the 
same way except members are not counted as a part 
of the District achievements or numbers and cannot 
participate in contests. 

Meetings are up to the individual clubs, but it's 
recommended they convene at least four hours a 
month. Some clubs meet weekly, while others are 
monthly or bi-monthly. Membership provides new 
members with two basic manuals, eventually moving 
on to advanced manuals of choice. Dues also include 
the monthly magazine, which features not only the 
achievements of members, but ideas of how members 
can make the most of the club. 

As to what a person must pledge to do 
as a Toastmasters member, there is the 
Toastmasters promise: 

As a member of Toastmasters International and my club,  
I promise...

•	 To attend meetings regularly

•	 To prepare all speeches and leadership assignments to 
the best of my ability, basing them on projects in the 
Toastmasters manual to prepare for and fulfill meeting 
assignments

•	 To provide fellow members with helpful, constructive 
evaluations 

•	 To help the club maintain the positive, friendly 
environment necessary for all members to learn and grow 

•	 To serve my club as an officer when called upon to do so  

•	 To treat my fellow club members and guests with respect 
and courtesy  

•	 To bring guests to club meetings so they can see the benefits 
Toastmasters’ membership offers

•	 To adhere to the guidelines and rules for all Toastmasters 
educational and recognition programs

•	 To maintain honest and highly ethical standards during 
the conduct of all Toastmasters activities

Source: Toastmasters International

"Toastmasters 
taught me 
how to harness 
my nervous energy 
into something positive," St. Cyr 
said. "I know that if I’m feeling those 
jitters, it’s an important moment; but 
Toastmasters has helped me gain 
confidence in any situation: speaking 
in front of large groups, working with 
clients or even in interviews on TV."

The program also had a positive 
impact on Toastmasters Coordinator 
Katelyn Rumenik, a JPMorgan Chase 
software engineer and third-year 
Active.

"Toastmasters has helped me grow 
professionally and personally to be 
an individual not scared of speaking 
in front of people," Rumenik said. 
"I have been asked to give many 
presentations at work by my boss 
and senior management because 
of the skills I have acquired through 
Toastmasters."
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GIVING AND GE T TING SUPPORT 

In the beginning, Toastmasters was dedicated 
to helping young men learn to speak, lead, 
conduct meetings, plan programs and work in 
the community. Ralph Smedley formed the club 
in 1924 to offer participants an opportunity to 
learn these lessons in a social setting. The name 
"Toastmasters" came from the popular term for 
a person who gave toasts at banquets and other 
occasions.

Toastmasters began admitting women in the 
early 1970s and appointed its first female 
president in 1985. 

The "Purpose and Passion" theme aligns with 
Toastmasters’ mission and vision to serve as 
the go-to place to train employees to become 
stronger communicators, evaluators and leaders. 

"To be a good leader you need to know your 
purpose and have a passion for the individuals 
who will trust and follow you," Alloco said. 
"Toastmasters can help you bring out one’s 
purpose as a leader, and with that can help the 
members of JLT communicate the purpose and 
passion each person has in giving and getting 
support to and from our communities."

Since its inception 93 years ago, 

Toastmasters has grown to more 

than 352,000 memberships in 141 

countries, with 16,400 clubs and 

counting. Florida supports three 

districts: 47, 48 and 84. District 

48 is six years old and includes 

the area from Hernando County to 

the southern tip of Collier County, 

including Hillsborough, Pinellas, 

Pasco, Manatee, Sarasota and 

Hardee counties. Lakeland and 

the center section of Florida up to 

Tallahassee is District 84, while 

District 47 includes Miami-Dade, the 

Bahamas, the Caribbean and Brazil.
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BREAKTHROUGH
MOMENTS

AN INDEPENDENT EPISCOPAL DAY 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS  
IN PRE-K TO GRADE 12
www.berkeleyprep.org/openhouse

Berkeley – immerse  
yourself in virtual worlds 
without ever leaving  
the classroom.

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE: Grades 6 to 12: January 17, 2018 | 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.
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by LAUREN CROMER

When Food 4 Kids Chair Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
joined Megan Carlson and Clarissa Rain of Feeding 
Tampa Bay at the September General Membership 
Meeting, they planned to discuss Hunger Action 
Month and the concept of food insecurity. But there 
was another, more imminent subject at hand.

It was Sept. 5, and Hurricane Irma was making plans 
of her own for the weeks that followed.

"Feeding Tampa Bay wasted no time preparing for 
the storm," said Carlson, community engagement 
manager for the food distribution organization, part 
of the national nonprofit network Feeding America.

Working with partner agencies, Feeding Tampa 
Bay stocked local pantries and rallied hundreds 
of volunteers to ensure that resources (including 
58,064 packed meals) would be ready. They also 
rolled out an emergency response distribution plan 
that would extend into 2018. 

"While the immediate response to the storm was 
impactful, Feeding Tampa Bay understands the 
strains put on families and communities long after a 
storm like Irma passes," Carlson said. 

For Nodhturft, the timing was right to share a 
Facebook message that would drive home the 
relevance of the Food 4 Kids Committee's mission. 

 
The post read in part: Not just when you need to 
plan for a storm... 1 in 4 children in Tampa Bay 
experience what so many of you are posting about 
today in the face of Irma...EVERYDAY! That's what 
food insecurity feels like. How can you help? 
Support our community partner #FeedingTampaBay 
through your time, talent and treasure! 

"They were trying to explain at the GMM what it 
means to be food insecure and what it feels like," 
Nodhturft said. "When [Irma] happened, folks were 
searching frantically for water and things like that. 
This is how it feels every day for people struggling 
with hunger."

The Partnership  
The Junior League of Tampa and Feeding Tampa 
Bay share a goal to address the problem of hunger. 
The organizations have been partners since 2009. 

About 50 percent of children in the United States 
are enrolled in a free/reduced lunch program, 
according to Carlson. But where do meals come 
from when they leave school on the weekends or for 
summer break? Many members of the community 
deal with a devastating uncertainty. The term is 
"food insecurity." 

Food 4 Kids works with Feeding Tampa Bay to 
provide meals to these children after the school 
day ends. JLT has put together hundreds of "meal 
backpacks" for children to bring home, and in doing, 
has made a dent in the food insecurity crisis. 

"At the time the bell rings Friday, they might not have 
another meal until Monday morning," Nodhturft said. 
"The goal of the committee is to bridge the gap 
between Friday afternoon and Monday morning so 
the child can come to school with a full stomach."

Nodhturft cited empirical studies that show hungry 
children are more likely to suffer from emotional 
and health issues. A regular, reliable meal schedule 
lessens anxiety, improves attention spans and gives 
children a better chance to learn when they return to 
the classroom. 

Shared Passion for Alleviating Hunger Drives 
League Partnership with Feeding Tampa Bay 
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Initiatives Ahead   
The committee dedicated the second Saturday of every month, 
from August through May, to packing food. The schedule has 
made it easier for League members to participate and offers 
logistical advantages. 

A challenge for Food 4 Kids is that it does not have a yearlong 
calendar. To this end, the committee is working with Feeding Tampa 
Bay to explore a partnership with a national program that provides 
assistance during summer months. Nodhturft intends to share 
additional information toward the end of the League year. 

Going forward, Nodhturft and the committee are working to 
create more meaningful distributions. "Not a handout, a hand-
up," Nodhturft explained. "It's an opportunity for a positive 
interaction." 

This spring, the committee plans a pilot program to gather 
ideas for the initiative that would launch the 2018-2019 
League year. It may involve assigning "Site Captains" for each 
of the League's six food distribution sites. Each would be a 
Willingness to Lead position. 

Interactions would be more personal, would feel like more of a 
collaboration and even have an element of fun. 

"They will come to know the space and children will be 
comfortable with the people they see," Nodhturft said. 

Food Insecurity    

More than 700,000 people 
in the Tampa Bay area are 

"food insecure," meaning they 
lack regular access to safe, 
nutritionally adequate food. 

They include working adults, 
children and elderly people. 
Feeding Tampa Bay delivers 
3.5 million meals per month 
and continues to develop 

programs and partnerships 
to provide healthy, fresh food. 

By 2025, the organization 
intends to deliver 115 million 

meals every year. Attaining the 
goal will "meet the need in our 
area and create a hunger-free 
Tampa Bay," said Community 

Engagement Manager  
Megan Carlson. 
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RS Donations to The Junior League of Tampa support our mission-driven 
programs and projects. Each year, our annual donors support special 
events and contribute as individuals, foundations and businesses in 
support of our mission. 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
DONORS

PLATINUM 
DEX Imaging, Inc.♦
Hyde Park Village♦

SILVER 
Kendra Scott - Hyde Park  
    Village♦
Betsy and Steve  
    Chambers♦♦♦
Mary Lee Nunnally  
    Farrior♦♦♦

BRONZE 
The Bank of Tampa♦♦♦
USAmeriBank♦
Terrell and Joe Clark♦♦♦
Carla and Punit Shah♦

PATRON
The Ambersley Family  
    Foundation (The Kamm  
    Family)♦
Erin and Jay Annis♦♦
June and Michael  
    Annis♦♦♦
Jenny Augustyniak/ The  
    Bar Method♦
Courtney and Allan  
    Bilyeu♦♦
Britt Blume
Adam and Allison Burden,  
    in honor of Fundraising  
    Chair Dossie Marrone♦♦♦
Entela Caisse
Kate and Brian Caldarelli♦♦
Su Thi Ho Campo
Katie and Ryan Cappy♦♦
Angelia Compton♦
Stacy Carlson and Greg  
    Baier♦♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Lindsay Carter♦♦
Tara and Whalen Clark♦♦
Cindy and Tony Coney♦♦♦
Sue and Frank  
    Courtright♦♦♦
Lynne Crotty
Sue and Don Cox♦♦♦

Dr. Hilary  
    Dalton/Dalton Dental♦♦
Margaret E. Davis♦♦♦
Robin Wright  
    DeLaVergne♦♦
Danielle Dennis and  
    Michael Beattie♦♦
Isabel & John Dewey♦♦
Tracie M. Domino♦♦♦
Lindsay and Sam  
    Dorrance♦♦
Simon & Elizabeth  
    Dunsmoor♦♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦♦
Tara and Drew Eckhoff♦♦♦
Laura Everitt♦♦♦
Alicia and Dominic Fariello♦
Laura Ferman Farrior♦♦♦
Vicky and Jon Fiddelke -  
    Bayshore Title♦♦
First Citrus Bank - Jessica  
    Kendall Hornof♦♦♦
Ginny and Mike Garcia♦♦
Christina and Gary  
    Garcia♦♦
Nicole Geller♦♦♦
Fiona-Lee Gerrard♦♦
Ruth and John  
    Giordano♦♦♦
Betsy and Drew  
    Graham♦♦♦
Hannah and Paul Gross♦♦
Lauren and Chris  
    Gstalder♦♦
Stephanie and John Haas♦
Mary Hillery
Becky and Sam Ho♦♦
Leslie and Adam Hodz♦♦
Nicole and Matt Hubbard♦♦
Betsy Isaak♦♦
Lorraine and Jeff Korb♦♦
Rachel Jackson♦♦
Julie and Rob Johnston♦♦
Brita and Rocky Lincoln♦♦
Elizabeth and Ben  
    Mackie♦♦
Julia N. Martinez♦♦
Meghan McGuire -      
    Equinix♦♦
Kelley and Robert Merck♦♦

Holly Miller♦
Jennifer L. Moore♦
Taylor and Jason Murray♦♦
Melissa Knight Nodhturft♦♦
Diania Pimenta, AboraTravel  
    - Dream Vacations♦
Lisa and Kevin Reeves♦♦
Kristi and Brad Resch  
    - SBJ Resch Family  
    Foundation, Inc.♦♦
Marie Sabina♦
Beth M. Schatzberg♦♦
Jenny and Peter  
    Spencer♦♦
Brittany Stahl♦♦
Jenness Steele and Scott  
    Bostic♦♦
Lauren Companioni  
    Strahan♦♦
Jenny Steinbrenner  
    Swindal♦♦♦
Megan Tetro♦♦
Susan and John  
    Touchton♦♦♦
Kendra Velilla♦
Heather and Mark Walsh♦♦
Laura Walsh/Laura Walsh  
    Events♦
Dossie and Benjamin  
    Ward♦♦
Nell Ward♦♦
Ashley Watters♦♦
Bethany Zeller♦
Ashley Zohar♦

CONTRIBUTOR
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.♦
Gina and Matt Barsema♦♦♦
Kathryn Bostick♦♦
Lillian Chor♦
Adele M. Clarke♦♦♦
Chloe Cullinan♦♦
Pam and Brett Divers♦♦♦
Josh Fairman	
Garrett and Nicole  
    Garcia♦♦♦	
Nicole Gitney♦♦	  
Sarah and Brian Gremer♦

Mary Helton♦♦
Rosemary Henderson♦♦
Michelle and Raymond  
    Hintson♦♦	
Patti Lee♦	
Elise and Gar Lippincott
Rosemary Sparkman  
    McAteer♦♦	
Caitlin and Taylor Ralph♦♦
Joan and Larry  
    Rayburn♦♦♦
Rivero, Gordimer and  
    Company PA♦♦	
Alicia Maria Thomas and  
    Anthony Joseph Bruno
Lavinia W.  
    Touchton♦♦♦	
Andrea Webb♦♦♦	

FRIEND
Haleigh Almquist/Hush  
    Little Baby♦
Tee Ann Bailey♦♦
Sarah Balmer♦♦
Casey Barile♦
Laurie and Tripp Barlow♦♦♦
Kristen Brady♦
Kelsey and Chris Bulnes♦
Shelbie Bynum
Pat Carter♦♦
Denise Cassedy♦♦
Beck and Ray Charles
Rosann Creed♦♦♦
Emily David
Alexis Dempsey♦
Connie and Miller  
    Detrick♦♦♦
Kealoha and Justin  
    Deutsch♦♦
Lisa DiGiore♦
Joyce and Michael  
    Gerwe♦♦♦
Dada Glaser♦♦
Kellie and Michael Haber♦♦
Sally Hardee♦♦♦ 
Nadyne Hines♦♦♦

To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a 
gift, visit jltampa.org/annual-campaign.

For questions, contact fundraising@jltampa.org.
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Mary Hulse♦♦♦
Laura Hummel
Jenay and Kevin Iurato♦♦
Taylor and Wesley Jones♦♦
The Write Stuff/Lynn and  
    Scott Kelyman♦♦♦
Cheryl Currie Kilcoyne♦♦
Sarah and Benjamin  
    Kodadek♦♦
Kelly and Joseph Lastra♦♦♦
Chrisi and David Laxer♦♦♦
Tom and Andrea Layne♦♦♦
Lagretta and Mark  
    Lenker♦♦♦
Allison and Tom Luzier♦♦♦
Dori Marlin
Stefanie McQueen♦
Phara and Scott  
    McLachlan♦
Julie and Jim Murphy♦
Lyris Newman♦♦♦
Morgan and Christopher  
    Nobo
Marsha Otte♦♦♦
Cindy and Gene Ramm♦♦
Heather and Adam  
    Robyak♦♦
Gwyn and Mark  
    Schabacker♦♦♦
Brittany Schrader
Jenny Clara Schroeder♦
Mike and Caroline Smith♦♦
Jennifer and Marc  
    Stauffer♦♦
Elaine Reif Sweeney♦♦
Elise Szafranski♦
Traci Temmen
Lynette Tozier♦♦
Ann S. Turner♦♦♦
Shelby and Burton Tuttle♦♦
Caroline Vostrejs♦♦
Julie Ward♦
Teneille A. Williams♦♦
Kristin Wilson♦♦
Whitney and Kevin  
    Woods♦♦
Caroline Wright♦
Gwynne A Young♦♦♦

SUPPORTER
Tanya Marie and Luis  
    Acevedo♦
Robin Acevedo
Beth Ahmedic
Allison Akers♦
Caitlin M Alessandro♦
Brittani Alexander♦
Whitney Allen
Amazon Smile♦
Christine Amodeo
Brittany Elise Photography  
    - Brittany and Zachary  
    Anderson♦♦
Loren Anderson
Kristen Antonello♦
Lindsay Apperson♦♦

Rebecca Arends
Katie Arndt♦
Kelsey Arsenault♦
Stefanie Astrab
Jenny Augustyniak♦
Maren Auxier
Jennifer Azzarelli
Suzanne Bainbridge♦
Dayton Baird♦♦
Brandy Baker
Tori Baptist♦
Amy Bass♦
Bridgette Bean
Devin Bedgio
Alyssa Beene
Jenni Bell♦ 
Haley Bell♦
Rebecca Benedict♦♦
Trimeka Benjamin
Lauren M. Bentz♦♦
Carrie Bien♦
Lauren Bird
Morgan Blake
Christina Blood
Anne Bloomquist♦
WhatSUP Paddle Sports
Ellen Boczarski♦
Kristin Bodin♦
Kelsey Bohannan
Ashley Collado Borrego♦♦
Kara Bosworth
Emily Boucher♦
Carlee Bowdoin♦
Dixie Brady
Jen and Chris Branton♦♦
Flavia Bravo♦
Jennifer Breazeale♦♦
Hannah Brenenstuhl
Jana and Jeffrey Bridge♦♦
Melanie Brown♦♦
Danielle Brown
Brittany Brunetto♦
Heather Bryant♦♦
Kimberly Bryce
Jessica Burley
Louise E. Burnett♦♦
Michele Burns
Shannon Burrows♦
Jenna Bye
Laura Byrne♦♦
Katie Cabana
Jennifer Calhoun♦
Kate Callaway♦
Allison Campbell
Laura and Mark Campbell♦♦
Christine Campo
Lindsay Capito
Melissa Caraminas
Casey Carefoot ♦♦
Christina Carey♦
Kelly Carey♦
Jackie Carricato
Marissa Carter

Margaret Cashill♦♦
Erin C. Cassidy♦♦
Alexandra Cata-Ross♦
Sarah Catalano
Catalina Marketing  
    Charitable Foundation
Molly Molloy Catlett♦
Lauren Catoe♦♦
Julie Cayse
Mallory Cecil
Sonia Cerundolo♦
Melissa Chaney♦
Miranda Chapman
Kathryn Chappetto♦
Virginia Charest♦
Mary Katherine Charles
Elizabeth Chavez
Christen Christian
Dr. Christine Clark
Margaret Clark♦ 
Natalie Sargent Clark♦♦
Kim and Jeff Clarke♦♦
Casey Clayton
Stephanie Cleason
Tracy B. Clouser
Coberly Plastic Surgery
Courtney Cohen
Andrea Cohen
Emily Colamarino♦
Elisa Congelio♦ 
Lauren Connors♦♦
Abigail Cory♦
Mary Beth Courier
Sarah Couture♦
Courtney and Joe Cox♦♦
Alyssa Emiliucci Cox♦
Nancy and Steve Crane♦
Jennifer Crawford♦
Carol Crofton♦
Lauren Cromer
Jennifer Crooker♦
Sheriss Crosskey
Katie Crowe
Rachel Cruz
Jessica Cruze Kimbler
Meredith Cullen
Tara Cunningham♦
Heather Curtis
Rebecca Dallas♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦♦
Rebekah Daoud♦♦
Melissa Davidson
Brittany Davis
Elena and Justin Day♦♦
Shanida De Gracia
Trish Dean
Hannah DeBevoise
Meg DeBonis♦
Catherine de laTorre♦
Lauren M. DeLuna♦
Kim Demkovich
Tammy B Denbo
Katelyn Dervay♦♦
Kady Diaz

Ginger and Steve Doherty♦
Meghan Dolan
Jule M. Doran♦♦
Dohnia Dorman♦
Kathryn Douglass
Lisa and Bryan  
    Dreisbach♦♦♦
Chelsea Drinkard
Holly Dutton
Patricia C. Dwyer♦♦♦
Sarah and Jake Edwards
Mary Ashley Edwards♦
Ashley Ehrman
Danielle Eichmann
Samantha Ekholm
Alysia Ekizian
Michelle Elwonger
Sara Katherine Ennis♦
Autumn Etheredge
Lauren Evanovich
Gina Evans♦♦
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew  
    Evans♦♦
Jessica Evanson♦
Sherri Fabbiano
Samm Fairlie
Amanda Feenaughty
Laura Fender♦♦
Irene G.M. Ferguson♦
Breanna Fila
Jessica M. Fitzgerald♦♦
Alexandria Florio
Lynn Footlick♦♦
Kitty Forenza♦♦
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Foss♦♦
BeverlyAnn Foster♦
Alexandra Fowler
Allison Fox♦
Amber France
Julia Francoeur
Claudeane Frank
Jessica Burns Fugate
Dora Furman♦♦
Lindsey Fussell
Michelle Gallagher
Kristina Gandre♦
Samantha Gant
Lucy Garcia♦♦
Regan Garner♦
Marlow Garner
Sydney Gates
Amy Gatto♦
Jillian Gauld♦♦
Janelee Gearhart
Kendell Generelli♦
Elizabeth George♦
Tiffany Gershen
Martini Gibbons
Katelyn Giglio
Alicia Glasser♦
Stacey Goen
Sarah Gogliormella♦
Charya Goldsmith
Amy Gomez♦♦

continued on next page
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Jessica Goodman
Kaila  Gosselin♦♦
Alexandra Graham♦
Kristina Granger♦
Erin Greco
Danielle Green
Sonya Greenidge
Kylie Gross
Kimberly Grucza♦
Amy Gomez♦♦
Nora Gunn
Amy Guzzo♦♦
Nicki Mohr Hall♦
Heather Hall
Caitlin Hamlin♦
Jan Han
Lauren Hanley♦♦
Elizabeth Harris♦♦
Cali Harrison
Stephanie Hart
Alex Hartig
Hildie Haviland
Ashley Hayes♦♦
Marie and David Hebbler♦♦
Mary Helton♦♦
Miranda Henderson♦
Christina Hernandez
Dana Hess♦♦
Jen Hettinger♦
Sarah Hieber♦
Morgan Holmes
Wysteria Holt
Melissa Horvath♦
Andrelina Howard
Shellie Huffmaster  
    Vandersluis♦♦
Carmelita and Danny Hui♦♦
Karen Hussey♦
Monica Illas
Robert and Molly James♦♦
Jamie Jenkins
Emery Johannes
Ashley Johnson♦♦
Jennifer and D. Blaine   
    Johnson♦♦♦
Kaitlyn Johnson♦
Samantha Johnson♦
Erin McWhorter Jones
Shelby Jones
Kristin Jordan♦
Ashley Justice
Kourtney Kellin
Natalie LaRosa Kelly♦
Kelley Kilpatrick♦
Jennifer Kimball
Elicia Kimble Dick
Dulcinea and Bill Kimrey♦
Ashlee Kinback
Dr. Jasmine King♦♦
Ashleigh King
LaKisha Kinsey-Sallis
Janine Kiray♦
Monica Kirkland
Kadie Kluttz♦

Kelly Kraft
Alissa Kranz♦
Mr. and Mrs. Jared Krukar♦♦
Elizabeth Krystyn
Lauren Kuschel
Michael & Jeni La Paglia
Maja Lacevic
Annie Lam♦
Kim and Neil Lamis♦
Mary Frances Landis
Angela Lanza♦♦
Nikki LeClair
Erika and Scott Lee
Angie Lemont
Laura Lenhart
Nicholle Leonard♦
Michelle Leslie♦
Marsha Leventry
Betsy Levy
Cassie Levy♦
Kat Lewis♦
Amber Lewis♦
Caitlin Lewis
Sarah Ling♦
Amanda Lins
Stephanie Loboda
Ashley Looney♦♦
Missie Saterbo♦
Shelby Lopez
Ms. Kimberly Loux
Julie Lux
Kristen Maduri
Liz Makofske♦
Jennifer Malone♦
Samantha Manning
Kimy Marino♦♦
Danielle Marone
Stefanie Coren Marotta
Ashley Martin♦
Rona Martin
Sarah Martisek
Erniesha Mason
Mia Mastracchio♦
Mae Mastrorio♦♦
Esther Mathew♦
Marysue and Jim  
    Mathews♦♦
Lydia Mauritson♦♦
Amanda May
Susan Mazuchowski♦
Kendra McCan♦
Maggie McCleland♦♦
Deborah McCormack
Jennifer McDonald♦
Amber Schonbrun  
    McDonnell♦♦
Kristen McDowell
Kristen McFarland♦
Alessandra McGrath
Vivian McIlrath♦
Sara McIntire♦♦♦
Joan McKay♦
Debra L McKell♦
 

Sterling and Melissa  
    McLamore♦♦
Louise McLead♦
Mallory McLean
Cameron McNabb♦
Nicia Mejia
Lauren Melnick
Sara Melvin♦
Ashley Meredith
Kristina Merritt
Suzy Mesmer♦
Michael and Annette  
    Messina
Jennifer Miles
Ashley Miller
Eliot Miller♦♦
Janelle Miller
Kelly Miler
Carrie Minerva
Crystal Mirabella
Emily Monahan
Cherie Monarch Frontera
Erika Montanez
Michelle Montgomery
Alicia Moon♦
Kinsey Moore
Danielle Moreda
Lindsay Morgan♦
Christina Morse
Merritt Mosley♦♦
Victoria Motes♦♦
Rachel Moyers
Laurel Moynihan♦♦
Karrie Mueller♦♦
Monica Murphy♦♦
Cassidy Murray♦♦
Sarah Myers♦
Erika Myers♦♦
Anne Myers♦♦
Alissa Myers♦
Natasha Nascimento
Shannon Nehrig
Sarah Nelson
Desire Nelson
Stacey Borsik Niebles♦♦
Mary Christiana Nieves♦
Valerie Noel♦
Emily Nolan♦
Morgan Nolan
Selina Daryl Norfleet
Lisa K. Nugent
Alice Oben
Hilary O'Brien
Casey O'Brien
Emily O'Connor♦
Jacqueline O'Connor
Stephanie Olivo-Schulte♦
Candy Olson♦
Emily Olson
Jenny Olson
Mackenzie Ombres
Ms. Kim  O'Neill
AnnaMarie Otero
Alyssa Pacetti

Maggie Packer
Shana Palmer♦
Jillian Pantano♦♦
Sarah Pariseau
The Parisi Family - Carissa,  
    Steven and Charlotte♦
Hannah Parker
Lindsey Parks♦♦
Adriana Parrino
Tina Patel♦
Kaylie Erickson
Sarah & Nick Peet♦
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peluso♦
Cecelia Perez
Karen F. Perry♦
Rachael Phillips
Sherie Pizzo
Amanda Z. Polo♦
Summer W Popejoy♦
Hannah Pothier
Whitney Prall
Jessica Primiani♦
Lisa Primiani
Natassja Prose
Lauren Pulido
Lindsey Ragsdale♦
Kara Rapozo♦
Adrienne Rea♦
Emily Read♦ 
Ashley Rector
Katie and Blake Rehberg♦♦
Lauren Rehm
McKay Rehwinkel
Lauren Reid♦
Frances N. Reitz
Hayley Reteneller♦
Clara Reynolds
Betsy Ridley
Sarah Riley
Gail Rinaldi
Megan Rindone♦♦
Lisa Robbins
Kristin Robertson
Carolyn Robinson♦
Sarah Roddenberry
Jennifer Rodgers♦♦
Natalie Rodriguez♦
Jessie Roeder♦♦
Lauren Rose♦
Kendra Ross
Alma Royster♦
Alexandra Rozas  
Katelyn Rumenik♦
Shelly Rumenik♦
Jennifer Russo
Amanda Rustmann
Shirin Rustomji
Courtney Ryals
Jessica Rybicki♦
Andrea Sahawneh♦♦
Lucielle Salomon
Lauren Sanchez♦
Mandy Sanders
Karyn K. Sbar
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Elizabeth Scarola♦
Karry Schuele♦♦
Katherine C. Scott♦♦
Kristin & Ryan Scully♦
Nicole Seeley
Allison Selby
Katie Selman♦♦
Clare Sessums♦
Alexis Shahnasarian♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦♦
Jill Shaw
Ann Sheppard
Amy Pullen Shoukry♦
Lyndsey E. Siara♦♦
Denyse Sierra♦
Coley Simmons
Cortnie Simmons
Austin and John Simon♦♦
Catherine Simon
Kambria Sims
Jennifer and Sam  
    Singleton♦♦
Dori Siverio-Minardi
Meghan Sladek♦♦
Alexandra Smith
Amanda Smith♦♦
Amber E. Smith♦♦
Brittany Smith
Kelsey Smith
LaShawn Smith
Sara Smith♦
Elisha M. Snyder♦♦
Ms. Nancy Sobus
Brittany Spaziano
Kim Stabler♦
Allison Stahl
India Stallings
David and Sophie  
    Steinberg♦
Lilly Stern
Erica Stevens♦
Abby Stevens♦
Laura Stevenson♦♦♦
Morgan Stillo
Jessica Strathman♦
Jessica Stravino♦
Betty Street
Anna Samaha Streufert
Ashley Stultz♦
Lauren A Suarez♦♦
Meghan E Sullivan♦
Mychael Sumby♦♦
Danica J. Sun
Stephanie Swinson
Hannah Tait♦
Elle Tallent
Ruth Tapley♦
Kendyl Tash♦
Katherine Thomas
Caitlyn Tierney
Mrs. Dawn Tiffin♦♦
Tricia Tindall♦♦
Danielle Tinsley
Shannon Tompkins♦♦♦

Allie and Ryan Torrence♦♦
Jeanne E Torrence
Anna Tosone♦
Rebecca Towner♦
Mary-Whitney Tozier
Taylor Traviesa
Heather and Aaron  
    Trkovsky♦♦
Molly Tuschen
Jennifer Tyler♦
UnitedHealth Group
Lisl Unterholzner
Lauren Vagnoni-Holder
Jennifer and Jeffrey Valdes
Mandy and Doug Valenti♦♦
Lindsey Vance♦
Christiana A. Vento
Kristin Vick♦
Penny Vinik♦
Mary and Dean Vitello♦♦
Leanne Voiland
Bethany Votaw♦
Tena Vozenilek
Claribel Waddell
Urmila Wadnerkar
Kara Walker
Allison Wallrapp♦
Kimberly Walters♦♦
Sarah Walters♦♦
Brandy Waltzer♦
Mackenzie Warmack♦
Laura Warren♦♦
Christi Watson♦
Morgan G. Watson♦♦
Morgan Watts
Laura Webb
Madeline Webster
Elizabeth Weibley
Stephanie Weinberg
Kristin Wells♦
Allison Welter♦
Cori Welty
Jenna Wengler
Melissa Whitney
Julie Whitney
Ashley Whittemore♦
Julie L Whitworth
Jessica Wical♦
Anne and David Williams♦♦
Alison Williams
Tallee Ryan Williams♦
Emily Williams♦♦
Nazley Wilson♦
Angie L Wing
Melissa Winner♦
Natalie Winslow
Fallon Niesen Winston
Liz Wolfe
Jennifer Wonder♦
Nicole Wong♦
Katie Wyatt♦♦
YourCause, LLC 
Camille Zutes♦♦
Jenna Zwald

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS  
PRESENTING SPONSOR
Publix Super Markets, Inc.♦

SILVER SPONSOR 
South Tampa Dermatology♦ 

BRONZE SPONSOR
TECO Energy, an Emera  
    Company♦♦♦

GASPARILLA INVASION 
PARTY SPONSORS
COMMODORE
Jackson Dental
Mann Orthodontics 

IN-KIND DONORS
A Spice Above 
Amalie Arena
Bavaro's Pizza Napoletana &  
    Pastaria
Bent Twig Designs
Bloomsbury & Sloane Inc
Botanica International  
    Design Studio♦
Brittany Elise  
    Photography♦♦
Bubbly Bartique 
Clean Juice Bar
Collectables by Gay Lord
Creative Accents FL 
Dale Mabry Crossfit
Dwell Home Staging
ECHO Handmade
Epicurean Hotel  
Fig and Julep
Happy’s Home Center♦
HayLo Photography
Healthful Revolution
Hula Bay Club
Joe Photo Tampa♦♦♦
Judy's Gifts & Jewelry, LLC
Kendra Scott - Hyde Park  
    Village♦
Liz Anthony Nutrition
Local Boy Outfitters
Northwoods Quilt Company
Parties with Character -  
    Karrie Mueller and Laura  
    Byrnes♦
Penelope T - Nickie Smith
Pepin Distributing
Rejane Monetti Moda  
    Fitness
Rick Maupin Photography♦
Sassybadge
Sensory 5♦
Shader Productions
Shutterbooth Tampa –  
    Monique Turley♦
South Tampa Dermatology♦
Spa Evangeline
Stitchery by Stacy
Swami Juice

Teal Bliss Boutique
The Baby Boutique at Tate  
    and Tilly 
The Bar Method Tampa
Uniform Nametape, Inc. -  
    Avery and John 
Colman♦♦
Old City Calligraphy 
Vintage Forever, LLC
Why Not Boutique/ Why  
    Tots Boutique

MEDIA SPONSORS
Beasley Media Group, Inc.♦
Tampa Bay Parenting  
    Magazine♦♦♦
Tampa Bay Metro♦♦
Tampa Bay Times♦♦
Weather Tite Windows♦

GRANTS
The Association of Junior  
    Leagues International, Inc.
The Frank E. Duckwall  
    Foundation, Inc. 
Google Adwords advertising  
    grant
Jabil♦
PWC
TD Bank N.A.
T. Rowe Price Foundation

MULTI-YEAR DONOR 
DESIGNATIONS
♦= 2–4 years at any level 
♦♦= 5–9 years at any level 
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any 
level

Donor listing as of 
Nov. 30, 2017.  If you 
believe your name has 
been omitted in error, 
please contact the Fund 
Development Manager at  
funddevelopmentmanager@
jltampa.org.
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A gift to the Commemorative Fund is a way to recognize a significant event in a Junior League 
of Tampa member's life — joining in her celebration or thinking of her in a time of sorrow. 
Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions
• Honor someone's service to JLT 
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one

To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your donation inside (cash or 
check only) or scan the QR code to be taken directly to our online donation site (credit or debit 
card). All commemorative gifts support JLT's endowment. 

To learn more or to make a gift, visit jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts.
For questions, contact funddevelopmentmanager@jltampa.org.

Alexandra Graham, 
for winning 2017 Business 
Woman of the Year by The 
Tampa Bay Business Journal 
for the Retail/Hospitality 
category
 Katie Cappy 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Jenny Spencer 

Karla Mastracchio, 
for her nomination as 2017 
Business Woman of the Year 
by The Tampa Bay Business 
Journal
 Katie Cappy 
 Kitty Riggs Forenza 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Leslie Hodz
 Maggie McCleland 

Lauren Rehm, 
for earning UCF 2017 Class 
of 30 Under 30
 Jessica Hornof
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Kelley Volenec,  
on her promotion to account 
executive at ChappellRoberts
 Katie Cappy 

Sarah Gogliormella, 
on her new job with 
DanoneWave Foods
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Stephanie Hass 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Katie Cappy 

Jennifer Malone,  
on her acceptance into 
the American Institute of 
Certified Planners
 Laura Everitt 
 Stephanie Haas
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Alyssa Pacetti 

Lakisha Kinsey-Sallis,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Nicole Hubbard 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Austin Simon 
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Katie Cappy 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Lynne Crotty 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Sarah Walters  

Ginny Viet,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Meghan McGuire 
 Nicole Hubbard 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Katie Cappy 
 Isabel Dewey
 Leslie Hodz
 Kate Caldarelli
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Sarah Walters  

Caroline Vostrejs, 
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Nicole Hubbard 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Andrea Webb 
 Katie Cappy 
 Leslie Hodz
 Kate Caldarelli

 Caroline Foss 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Dori Marlin 

Jessica Fugate, 
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Meghan McGuire 
 Andrea Sahawneh 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Caroline Vostrejs 

Susan Thompson,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Katie Cappy 
 Dori Marlin  

Sara Palmer,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Jenny Spencer 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Austin Simon 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Katie Cappy 
 Lindsey Parks 

Dori Marlin,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa Bay class 
of 2018
 Rebecca Towner  
 Katie Cappy 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Lindsey Parks 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Stephanie Haas  

Heather Robyak,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa Bay class 
of 2018
 Heather Walsh 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Dori Marlin 

Carmelita Hui,  
on her promotion 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Caroline Vostrejs

Caroline Vostrejs,  
on her new position as 
Director of Business 
Development at The Beck 
Group
 Andrea Webb 
 Katie Cappy 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Taylor Jones 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Dori Marlin

Monica Kirkland,  
for passing her CPA Exam
 Laura Everitt 
 Caroline Foss 
 Fiona Gerrard 

Nicki Hall,  
on her new home
 Ginny Garcia 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsey Dorrance 

Jen Steele, 
on her promotion to Colonel 
in the U.S. Army
 Marie Hebbler 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Chloe Cullinan 

Jenni Buckley,  
for being awarded Teacher of 
the Year at Mabry Elementary
 Sarah Bootcheck 
 Ashley Watters

Kelley Miller,  
on her promotion to Vice 
President of JPMorgan 
Chase
 Ashley Rector 

CONGRATULATIONS TO

This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts received July 1, 2017 through Nov. 14, 2017.
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Justin Henry, 
son of Jessica Kendall 
Hornof
 Meghan McGuire 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Allie Torrence 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler
 Jenny Spencer 
 Laura Everitt 
 Caroline Foss 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Brittany Anderson 
 Katie Cappy 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Sarah Walters 

Darcy,  
daughter of Margaret 
Cashill 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Katie Cappy 

Matthias John,  
son of Andrea Webb
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Ginny Garcia 

 Chloe Cullinan 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Katie Cappy 
 Kate Caldarelli
 Leslie Hodz
 Caroline Foss 

Alice Victoria Burns,  
daughter of Tracie 
Domino 
 Roia Barrios 
 Nicole Hubbard 
 Allie Torrence 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Katie Cappy 
 Leslie Hodz
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Isabel Dewey
 Heather Walsh 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Shannon Tompkins  
 Dori Marlin 

Cole Steven,  
son of Laura Capriati 
 Austin Simon 
 Taylor Jones 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Sarah Walters  

Sadie Miles,
daughter of Lauren 
Strahan
 Brittany Anderson 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Leslie Hodz 

 
William Jackson,  
son of Megan Rindone
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Ashley Watters 
 Katie Cappy 
 Morgan Nobo 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Ashley Looney 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Sarah Walters 

Veronica Kolby,  
daughter of Dossie 
Marone
 Ashley Watters
 Caroline Wright
 Katie Cappy
 Ginny Garcia 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Maggie McCleland 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Lindsay Dorrance 

Oliver,  
son of Martini Gibbons
 Brittany Anderson 
 Marie Hebbler 

 Maggie McCleland 
 Katie Cappy 
 Meghan McGuire 

Clara Mae,  
daughter of Alicia Moon
 Brittany Anderson 

Caleb,  
son of Caitlin Hamlin 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Katie Cappy 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Rebecca Towner 

William,  
son of Charya By 
Goldsmith
 Ashley Rector 

Adaline,  
daughter of Allison 
Stainton
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Meghan McGuire

Camden,  
son of Brook Simmons
 Stephanie Haas 

Robert,  
son of Marcia and 
Garrison Mason
 Caroline Vostrejs 

Sullivan,  
daughter of Erin Dye 
Lastra
 Stephanie Haas 
 Ashley Watters

Beckett Peter,  
son of Shelly Rumenik
 Meghan Sladek 
 Virginia Doherty  

Amelia Vann, 
daughter of Elise 
Szafranski
 Brittany Anderson 

Amelia Rose,  
daughter of Allison 
Welter
 Brittany Anderson 

Lillian,  
daughter of Kristen Wenk
 Sarah Walters

Elyse,  
daughter of Allison Dye 
Kerrigan
 Ashley Watters

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF

BEST WISHES TO

Kristina Granger,
on her marriage to Kyle 
Roberts
 Allie Torrence 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Sarah Walters 
 Maggie McCleland  

Meg Bock, 
on her marriage to 
Anthony Severino 
 Roia Barrios 
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Andrea Sahawneh 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Katie Cappy 
 Taylor Jones
 Maggie McCleland 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Leslie Hodz 

Dana Flesher,  
on her marriage to  
Keith Bacon
 Austin Simon 
 Heather Walsh 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Dori Marlin  

Victoria Baptist,  
on her marriage to  
Matthew Dowdle
 Kimberly Grucza

Tricia Tindall,  
on her marriage to  
Heath Boucek
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Caroline Foss 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Taylor Jones 
 Katie Cappy

Stephanie Olivo-
Schulte’s husband 
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Stephanie Hass 
 Jenny Spencer
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Taylor Jones 
 Fiona Gerrard 

Heather Walsh’s father 
Donald Phillips 
 Cathy Kamm 
 Avery Coleman  
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Nicole Hubbard 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Katie Cappy 
 Taylor Jones
 Isabel Dewey
 Fiona Gerrard 

 

Jean Divers
 Berdina Morgan 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Harrison Giddens 

Marysue Mathews' 
mother
 Jenny Spencer 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Katie Cappy 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Taylor Jones
 Isabel Dewey
 Leslie Hodz
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Kate Caldarelli
 Marie Hebbler 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Lindsay Dorrance 

Madeline Morris’ 
grandfather
 Stephanie Haas 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Katie Cappy 
 Heather Walsh 
 Cathy Kamm 

 Marie Hebbler 
 Ginny Garcia
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Taylor Jones 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Lindsay Dorrance 

Elaine Bogue 
 Betsy Chambers 
 Betty Wood 

Dorothy “Dickie” 
Rollins Carefoot 
 Laura Everitt  

Anna Marie Otero’s 
grandfather
 Melissa Whitney 

Mildred Lewis
 Harrison Giddens 

Kimberly Bryce’s father
 Melissa Whitney

IN MEMORY OF
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The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund 
Leaving a Legacy ... Sustaining Our Service

The Endowment Fund was established in 2006 in partnership with The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. 
The fund ensures fiscal stability for The Junior League of Tampa, allowing members to focus on the League’s 
mission independent of the state of the economy or the size of membership. A strong endowment fund will 
ensure a revenue stream that will augment, but not replace, annual fundraising revenue generated through 
individuals, events, grants, corporate sponsorships and membership dues. This provides the opportunity 
to pursue new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating an additional financial 
hardship for JLT or its members. Commemorative gifts support the Endowment Fund.

The Junior League of Tampa considers it an honor to be designated as a beneficiary 
of an estate or foundation. We regard this type of planned giving highly and recognize 
donors through membership in The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society.

The program allows you to leave your legacy in our community by supporting the 
future of the League and its members.

90th Anniversary Endowment Donors

90TH LEGACY FOUNDER 
Don and Campbell Burton
Betsy and Drew Graham

90TH SUSTAINING FOUNDER 
Suzanne and Evan Brownstein
Stacy Carlson
Solon F. O’Neal, Jr., in memory of Sherrill Bell O’Neal

90TH FOUNDER
The Dutkowsky Charitable Foundation
Laura Everitt
Dr. Michael and Ginny Garcia
Mark and Suzy Mendelson

90TH SPONSOR
The Ambersley Family Foundation/The Kamm Family
The Beck Group
Kate Caldarelli
Katie and Ryan Cappy
Tara and Whalen Clark
Cindy and Tony Coney
Marie Hebbler
Nicole and Matt Hubbard
Melissa and Phil Nodhturft
Dada Pittman
Jenny and Peter Spencer
2015-2016 Inaugural Management Council
2015-2016 Leadership Council, in honor of Stacy Carlson

90TH CONTRIBUTOR
Fran Dupuis
Tom and Andrea Layne
Marysue and Jim Mathews
Gianni O’Connor
Ginny Veit
Caroline Vostrejs

90TH SUPPORTER
Mildred Lewis, in honor of Alden Lewis Sollner, Lisl Unterholzner,  
     Gloria Johnston Sparkman, and Anne Wilson King
Selena Ward
2015-2016 Endowment Committee

The Founder’s Circle  
Endowment Donors

LEGACY FOUNDERS
The Junior League of Tampa
Campbell and Don Burton
The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS
Betsy and Drew Graham
Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, in memory of Kenneth Charles Kane

FOUNDERS
Heather and Bennett Barrow
Allison and Adam Burden, in memory of Sandee Simpson
Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes
Laurie Ann Burton
Stacy Carlson
Pat and Calvin Carter
Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.
Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers
First Citrus Bank, in honor of Jessica Kendall
Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III
Jenay and Kevin Iurato
Helen Kerr
Ann Sells and David Miller
Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana
Terri D. Parnell
Mary, David and Abigail Persky
Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley
Lavinia Witt Touchton, in memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

Donor List as of September 19, 2017. Donations less than 
$250 are recognized through the Commemorative Fund.

THAN K YOU TO OU R I NAUG U RAL 

M E M B E R OF TH E 1926 SOCI ETY, 

MARTHA SALE FE R MAN.
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WHO'S WHO IN THE LEAGUE

Ginger Doherty, SUSTA INER CO-CHA IR 

As Sustainer Co-chair, Ginger Doherty works with Beth Schatzberg and other 
members of the Sustainer Executive Committee to plan and execute social and 
community outreach activities. JLT has a vibrant, engaged Sustainer community, 
Doherty said, and as part of a team, she works to help create events that are fun, 
purposeful and meaningful for this dynamic group of women. Events range from 
luncheons to parties to art and antiques, as well as volunteer opportunities on 
League projects such as Food 4 Kids, Love Bundles and Family Literacy Nights. 
With a primary mission of engagement, involvement and connectivity within the 
Sustainer community, Doherty works with fellow Sustainers to develop events 
and opportunities that have a broad appeal and further enhance the Sustainer 

experience. Originally from North Carolina, Doherty is a graduate of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. She has lived in Tampa for 20 years, but originally joined The Junior 
League of Greater Orlando, where a fellow Provisional class member introduced her to her 
husband. Yes, the Junior League holds a special place in her heart! She and her husband 
Steve have a son in eighth grade, and the family has three dogs (who altogether weigh a 
total of 15 pounds). Doherty has a background in technical communications and information 
management, and she is involved with several community organizations, most of which support 
historical activities and preservation. 

Cameron Hunt McNabb, LUMINA RIES COMMITTEE 
MEMBER

An associate professor of English at Southeastern University, Cameron Hunt 
McNabb received her Ph.D. in English with a specialization in medieval and early 
modern drama from the University of South Florida. She has traveled extensively 
in pursuit of her academic interests—throughout Europe to study medieval 
manuscripts, and to New York City to review theater productions. Not surprisingly, 
she is an avid collector of rare and antique books. Hunt McNabb previously served 
as a Guardian ad Litem. In this role, she gained insight into the needs of some 
of the community’s youngest and most vulnerable members. Currently in her 
first Active year with the League, she is committed to the community and thrilled 

to be a member of this year’s Luminaries Committee. "It has been a privilege to help honor 
those who serve our community so well," she said. Last year, as a Provisional member, Hunt 
McNabb served on the Kids in the Kitchen Committee and volunteered for the Love Bundles 
project. These experiences introduced her to the wide range of projects and community service 
opportunities available through the League. Hunt McNabb is a fourth-generation Tampa native. 
Her mother, grandmother, aunt and great-aunt all have been members of JLT. In fact, some of 
her earliest memories involve attending League events with her family. She hopes to continue 
this legacy with her newborn daughter.

by KENDRA MCCAN 



Meet a few of our fabulous members who not only share their passion for 
volunteering their time and talent with the League, but also find time to have exciting 
family and professional lives and interesting life experiences.

Katie Johnson, CHILDREN’S LITER ACY PROJECT - 
BOOK SORT COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Katie Johnson first joined The Junior League of Gainesville after completing 
her education at the University of Florida. Since she transferred to JLT in 
2007, she has served in numerous capacities, including Transfer Mentor, 
Placement Mentor, Provisional Education Mentor and as a member of a variety 
of committees. Johnson was born in Des Moines, Iowa, and grew up in Bonita 
Springs, Fla. She graduated with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
in 2004 and a master’s in education in 2005, receiving recognition as the 
top student at UF’s College of Education. While at UF, Johnson was active 
as a member of Alpha Delta Pi sorority, The Florida Cicerones, the University 

of Florida Hall of Fame and as a Florida Blue Key leadership honorary. She worked as a 
second grade teacher prior to moving to Tampa. Following her move, she taught first grade 
at Westchase Elementary School until 2012. She has a son, Jake, and a daughter, Elizabeth. 
Johnson currently teaches Sunday school and serves on the hospitality committee at Hyde 
Park United Methodist Church, volunteers at her children’s school and plays on the Tampa Yacht 
and Country Club tennis team. She also enjoys traveling, baking, cooking and attending Gator 
football games. The year 2017 marked Johnson’s 10th anniversary with JLT, and her fulfillment 
of a Decade of Dedication. Congrats!

Samantha Ekholm, PROVISIONAL MEMBER

Provisional Samantha Ekholm joined the League after she moved to Tampa from 
Virginia with her husband Keith. Since she began her Provisional year, she has met 
many new friends and contributed to a variety of causes in her new community. She 
has enjoyed meeting and working alongside JLT members on projects and activities 
such as Kids in the Kitchen, MILO (Mobile Interactive Literacy Opportunity), Feeding 
Tampa Bay food distribution and Kids Connect events. Prior to moving to Tampa, 
Ekholm earned bachelor’s degrees in finance and management from Marshall 
University, as well as a master’s of business administration from the University of 
Maryland University College. She is a senior capital markets and securities specialist 
for the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, where she is responsible for regional 

oversight of capital markets issues including market risk, liquidity, capital and investment activities. 
Ekholm holds a Certified Fraud Examiner certification and is a member of LAMPlighters, Beta 
Gamma Sigma and Partnership of Women in the Workplace, a group for FDIC employees. In her 
spare time, she enjoys traveling, watching sports and spending time with family and friends, as well 
as creating art. Ekholm said she values the leadership opportunities as well as the many volunteer 
opportunities the League offers.

 51

KENDRA MCCAN 
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously served as a contributing writer for The Sandspur. 

She works as a construction litigation attorney in Tampa and grew up in Orlando. She enjoys running, attending 
concerts and spending time with her family.
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Join the conversation! Tag your social 

media images with #myJLT to share 

your League experiences.



Read about our great community projects, 
interesting membership, fabulous donors and 
issues affecting the Tampa community. 
jltampa.org/sandspur

Keep your finger on the pulse of the League. 
jltampa.org

Learn about our impact in the community. 
jltampa.org/community

Enjoy some "face time." 
facebook.com/
TheJuniorLeagueofTampa

Follow us on Twitter. 
@JLTampa  
@JLTpresident

Support our community projects. 
jltampa.org/support

Access cookbooks and other League 
merchandise. 
jltampa.org/jlt-culinary-collection-
cookbooks

This and every edition of The 
Sandspur this year highlights The 
Junior League of Tampa's social 
media channels and web presence. 
We encourage members to join the 
conversation by linking up with us on 
social. Share your favorite League 
pictures using the hashtag #myJLT. 
You can also access the latest 
Sandspur online. We look forward to 
connecting with you!
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QUANTIFYING 
OUR IMPACT
As The Junior League of Tampa begins 2018, the efforts 
of its hardworking members continue to strengthen 
the community. If the League’s achievements in the fall 
months are any indicator, there’s much to anticipate in the 
year ahead. Here’s a look back at several committees’ 
accomplishments between July and October. 

2,745 
BAGS PACKED AND DISTRIBUTED
This number represents the total of three 
packings, the first held in August, and nine weeks 
of distribution (two fewer than planned due 
to Hurricane Irma). The contents of each bag 
distributed to a family can feed more than one 
child. Often it feeds the family. 

334 BAGS 
This number represents bags packed during 
sessions between August and October. The 
committee packed 440 additional bags on Nov. 15.

931CHILDREN SERVED  
At five Family Literacy Nights and one Back to 
School event for Sulphur Springs Elementary 
School, the committee also donated 605 books, 
600 backpacks, 600 school supply kits and 600 
parent/teacher communications folders.   

COMMITTEE: FOODS 4 KIDS

COMMITTEE: LOVE BUNDLES

COMMITTEE: CHILDREN'S LITERACY - 
	          IN SCHOOL READING

CONNECT 
WITH US
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