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MARGARET CASHILL

When I heard the word in the context of The Junior League of Tampa and The Sandspur, I began 
to reflect. What’s my purpose? 

A memory emerged. I was eight years old when I announced to my parents that I would become a 
child actress. Specifically, an actress on a sitcom, like Full House. I'd been pondering my situation 
and decided stardom was the best, most logical next step. My parents suggested I audition for 
local productions to build my resume. Thus began a Sunday morning ritual of poring over audition 
listings in my town's newspaper. For several years, this was my purpose.

As I prepared to write this letter, I reached out to friends to ask how they defined purpose.  
Here's what they told me: 

"It’s the point of life."

"Purpose is just a description until actions prove result."

"Like an ant's purpose is to take care of the queen, my children are currently my main purpose."

"Living in a way that gives something of value to others."

"It's your reason: It's what you live for."

By the time I reached high school—a dozen auditions and no callbacks later—I’d given up acting.  
I admired people who performed on stage, but my purpose was something else, and I had the rest 
of my life to pursue it.

I'd like to think one's purpose evolves. We can view purpose as a challenge. If it’s the reason 
we exist, for what would we want to exist? In its mission statement, JLT defines its purpose as 
"exclusively educational and charitable." 

In this edition of The Sandspur, you'll read how purpose drove our members to plan awareness 
campaigns, enrichment programs and major water sports fundraisers, to name a few.

As you read, reflect on your purpose—what it is today, and what you want it to be. 

Margaret Cashill
Editor

PU R POS E .  T H ER E ' S  M O R E 
TO  I T  T H A N  I  T H O U G H T.
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MARGARET CASHILL, Editor
An Active member of JLT since 2011, Margaret works in marketing 
communications. She lives in South Tampa with her husband and 
two daughters. In her free time, Margaret enjoys reading, listening to 
audiobooks and working out.

NANCY “JOANIE” OBEN, Features Editor
Joanie is a first-year Active. She is a yearbook and newspaper adviser 
at a South Tampa high school. In her free time, she volunteers as an 
international officer for her sorority, Alpha Delta Pi, and loves watching 
Miami Hurricanes football. Go ‘Canes!

KENDRA LYMAN, Assistant Editor
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously 
served as a contributing writer for The Sandspur. She works as a 
construction litigation attorney in Tampa and grew up in Orlando. She 
enjoys running, attending concerts and spending time with her family.

SUZY MESMER, Copy Editor
Suzy is a first-year Active who works in PR and marketing. A two-time 
graduate of the University of Nebraska’s journalism school, she spent 
most of her career in sports and news broadcasting. She and her 
husband Aaron are the proud parents of their baby boy Jackson.

MARISSA HYMAN, Photographer
An Active member of JLT since 2011, Marissa is a wedding and 
portrait photographer and mother of two. She and her husband are 
both South Tampa natives and enjoy raising their girls among their 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins, all nearby, and enjoy toting 
them on far-flung travels around the world.

NICHOLE VILD, Photographer 
Nichole has been a member of JLT since 2013. She was with the 
Emerald Coast and Northern Virginia chapters before transferring to 
Tampa in 2015. She is a U.S. Army logistics officer. Her spare time is 
spent traveling, running and chasing her nieces and nephews around 
with a camera.

LAURYN CRAPARO, Advertising Coordinator 
A second-year Active, Lauryn works as an events and communications 
coordinator for a national law firm. She enjoys spending time with her 
husband and daughter as well as cheering on the Florida Gators.
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BEHIND THE BALUSTRADES

KATIE CAPPY

Purpose...  
Paying it Forward

The Junior League of Tampa is a unique organization. 
As a nonprofit run entirely by volunteers, our structure is 
even further challenged by the transitional nature of our 

organization. Each year, we elect a new Executive Board to guide the organization, a new 
President takes the reins and each member is able to choose and begin a new volunteer 
placement. With membership exceeding 1,900 women, many would believe this type 
of change could stunt an organization, but JLT thrives. Celebrating 92 years in April of 
serving the Tampa community, our purpose serves as a beacon and guide year after year, 
allowing constant and continued growth and impact.

When I reflect on the definition of the word purpose, I often think about the why. To me, 
purpose is the reason behind decisions, the guiding factor in determining what is to be 
accomplished. Our structure is built upon understanding decisions that members made 
years before us, and always seeking to honor and propel their purpose. This magazine 
highlights several long-standing projects that saw development of their full purpose during 
this League year.

Read about the global reach that our ABOLISH Movement campaign will have now that 
our governing body, The Association of Junior Leagues International, has adopted it.  
A goal many years in the making, this awareness campaign has fulfilled its destiny, and 
that’s exciting to see.

In addition, you will see that while our Enabling Fund grants allow JLT to impact and 
support local nonprofits that serve missions outside our scope, they also allow us 
to identify areas of community needs where we may be a valuable collaborator. The 
partnership we established with The Centre 4 Girls, for example, resulted from an Enabling 
Fund grant, and allowed us to take a successful and gratifying mentoring program and 
deliver it to a larger audience of young ladies in the Tampa community.

As we begin the transition into a new League year, with new leadership at the helm, I know 
that purpose will continue to be the guiding light of JLT.

Warmly,

Katie Cappy
President, 2017-2018
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As I celebrate my 40th year in the League, I reflect 
back on three women who truly demonstrated 
our purpose through their actions and unwavering 
commitment to this organization. When these dynamic 
women—Jean Ann Cone, Ruthanne McLean and 
Betty Wood—got together, they were a force to be 
reckoned with. 

My favorite of their collaborations was their 
presentation of the history of The Junior League of 
Tampa. Our dearly departed Jean Ann wrote the script 
intent on making an enlightening and unforgettable 
impression on the new Provisionals. She was the 
narrator while Ruthanne and Betty took the stage in 
varied costumes to depict eras ranging from the '20s 
to the '80s. 

The impact of telling the history and visually 
identifying the evolution of the League within a 
period of time was highly effective. The trio proudly 
introduced themselves as blondes, only children, from 
little towns: Plant City, Live Oak and Arcadia. Each 
had an amazing passion for the League and had 
earned the coveted award, Sustainer of the Year. 

It seems like only yesterday they took the stage one 
more time before the Provisional class. Step back in 
time and relive the trio’s amazing presentation. 

Wrapped in a fur coat as she grabbed the microphone 
was Jean Ann Cone. Representing the '20s, she 
explained our League’s origin. With the cue of the 
famous 1923 tune "The Charleston," Jean Ann 
tossed the fur to reveal a dazzling flapper dress. Next, 
she was doing the Charleston, the dance favorite of 
the Roaring '20s.  

As Jean Ann continued the narration into the '30s, 
Ruthanne McLean sauntered in wearing white satin 
attire and feather boa, carrying a cigarette holder. 
Lounging on the stool, our Ruthanne turned into the 
classic Hollywood star of the '30s, Marlene Dietrich, and 
sang Dietrich's signature song, "Falling in Love Again."

For the '40s, a time of war, Ruthanne took the stage 
again. This time she depicted the seriousness of this 
era by wearing a naval uniform and marching to a 
military song. All were impacted by this painful period, 

including the League. The '50s brought reason to 
celebrate with the war behind us, so Ruthanne, wearing 
her Live Oak cheerleader uniform, shouted the cheer, 
"Two, four, six, eight, who do we appreciate? Junior 
League! Junior League! Junior League!" And yes, the 
Provisionals always cheered with her!

Next up was Betty Wood to capture the '60s, '70s 
and '80s with entertaining costumes and music. 
The '60s signified a time of glamour as the League 
was involved with numerous galas. Working with the 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the League helped bring 
such soprano greats as Roberta Peters, Risë Stevens 
and Beverly Sills to the scene. To depict this era, 
Betty strolled across the stage dripping in rhinestones 
and wearing a glamourous, formal gown with long 
satin gloves. 

The alluring and dazzling '60s period in League 
history gracefully faded away as the League 
welcomed the new attitudes of the '70s. Dressed 
in a business suit carrying a briefcase to depict 
the growing role of women in the workforce, Betty 
confidently took center stage to Helen Reddy’s 
hit song, "I Am Woman." The words in part clearly 
explained this era: "I am woman, hear me roar in 
numbers too big to ignore. If I have to, I can do 
anything. I am strong. I am invincible. I am woman." 

The finale took us to the '80s. Wearing a top hat, 
topcoat with tails, fishnet hose and high heels and 
carrying a cane, Betty broke in to song and dance 
to "If My Friends Could See Me Now" from the 
Broadway hit "Sweet Charity." Wow!

These women made such an impact on all of us.  
To me, they define the purpose of the League.  
Now, let’s not let them down. 

Jean Ann, Ruthanne and Betty, do you hear that roar? 
Yes, that’s a standing ovation! Thank you, ladies! 

Sincerely,

Betsy Chambers

BETSY CHAMBERS

Do You Hear 
That Roar?

2017-2018  
SUSTAINER OFFICERS & CHAIRS

BETSY CHAMBERS: Sustainer President 

LESLIE JENNEWEIN: President-Elect 

ALYSIA EKIZIAN: Recording Secretary 

ELIZABETH KURZ: Corresponding Secretary 

GWYNNE YOUNG: Sustainer at Large 

GINGER DOHERTY: Sustainer Chair 

BETH SCHATZBERG: Sustainer Chair 

ANDREA WEBB: Sustainer Chair 
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Save the
Dates

MAY 4, 2018 
7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 

Patron’s Party 
hosted by Dr. Karin and Mr. John Hotchkiss

MAY 11, 2018 
11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Luminaries Award Luncheon  
at the Bryan Glazer Family JCC

MAY 17, 2018
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Annual Dinner/Sustainer of the Year recognition 
details to follow

JUNE 7, 2018
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Davis Islands Sunset Happy Hour  
at Davis Island Yacht Club  

details to follow
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The Nominating Committee plays a major role 
in selecting The Junior League of Tampa's next 
generation of leaders. The committee recommends 
the slate of candidates for Executive Board and 
Management Council positions, which JLT members 
then determine by vote.

This year, Nominating has added a science-based 
assessment to its application and interview process. 
The Predictive Index Behavioral Assessment provides 
qualitative and quantitative data to support the 
committee's decisions.   

The Predictive Index brings self-awareness to 
leadership candidates and a better understanding 
of how personal strengths can support the League. 
In this way, the index aligns a member's personal 
passion, purpose and behaviors with the League’s 
purpose.  

This alignment ensures forward movement of JLT's 
mission to promote voluntarism, develop the potential 
of women and improve the community through 
effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.

Understanding the assessment 

The League hired Cindy Moran, a consultant with 
leadership development and training company 
Predictive Results, to help integrate the Predictive 
Index and its suite of tools into the nominating process. 

"The Predictive Index Behavioral Assessment tool 
helps us better understand who you are," Moran said. 

Everyone has particular behavioral drives, she said, 
that lead to motivational needs that result in behavior. 
Understanding who people are—in addition to their 
preferences—helps determine the roles best suited to 
their skills and needs.

The idea is that when people are aligned with what 
they are doing, they are more motivated to do the job, 
and naturally they will be more successful.

Moran first introduced the Predictive Index to the 
League at a Leadership Council meeting. Ginny 
Garcia, Nominating Chair, saw how beneficial the 
Predictive Index could be to the nominating process. 

"We loved how Cindy focused on positive strengths, 
that the results of the Predictive Index were not 
a good or bad thing, but simply reflected who we 
naturally are as people," she said. 

 

"Using the Predictive Index, we can look at a 

member’s positive strengths to find a role within 

the League where they will flourish."  

—Ginny Garcia

 
Having consulted for more than four years with 
companies across industries and with nonprofits 
such as the YMCA, Lutheran Services Florida, and 
the Straz Center for the Performing Arts, Moran has 
helped build numerous leadership teams. 

It requires "getting the right people in the right seats 
on the right bus going the right direction," she said.

Predictive Index 
Aligns Members'’ 

Passion and 
League Purposeby LYNDSEY SIARA
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LYNDSEY SIARA
Lyndsey has been an Active member of JLT since 2013. She is a judicial staff attorney and enjoys reading and yoga when she is 

not spending time with her husband Joe and daughter Sydney.
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Identifying strengths, areas for growth

The League is now part of a growing contingent of 
nonprofit organizations that use the assessment tool 
to assemble leadership teams.  

With Moran's help, Nominating evaluated each 
individual leadership role that needed to be filled. 
They determined specific behavioral characteristics 
they felt a person needed to be successful in that 
role. As part of the application process, applicants 
took the Predictive Index Behavioral Assessment. 
Then, Nominating reviewed those results to see 
where individual answers aligned with the behavioral 
characteristics they had already determined 
necessary for the roles. 

It is rare to find that a person is a perfect behavioral 
fit for a job, but the index also can identify behaviors 
that a person can improve upon to be successful. 

Comparing fits and gaps helped Nominating develop 
interview questions that would reveal candidates’ 
strengths as well as changes they may need to make 
for a specific role.

AJLI recommends the use of a behavioral-type 
interview with follow-up questions. Adding the 
Predictive Index to the nominating process  
aligns with those recommendations.

One consideration of many

"Well, wait a second," you may be saying. "The 
League is a new place I can spread my wings, try 
something new, something I may not be good at, 
and even fail!"

If a test and the resultant data matches each person 
to her "best fit" job, how can she get a position that 
she may not be perfect for on paper, or one that 
requires the development of new skills? 

Don’t fret, said Moran and Garcia. 

"The Predictive Index is not meant to be exclusive," 
Moran said. "It is one data point to be considered with 
many other things, and anyone can make changes to 
their natural behaviors to fit a role."  

Every candidate comes to the table with a head, 
a heart and a briefcase, Garcia said. All three are 
considered throughout the nominating process. 

The heart embodies the candidate's personal mission—
things that inspire passion, ways the candidate wants 
to move the League's mission forward. The head 
shows how the candidate is programmed. And the 
briefcase represents what the candidate brings to a 
certain position: a resume and a skill set.

Garcia explained the Predictive Index is "one additional 
tool" for evaluating each candidate. Not only can it 
uncover natural strengths for certain roles, it can 
show opportunities for change. This fosters leadership 
development within the League. If a JLT member is 
interested in a role but she is not dominant in the skills 
and behaviors needed for that role, then a coaching 
opportunity presents itself.

That's how the Predictive Index Behavioral 
Assessment can help people try new roles. As Moran 
explained, when people understand how they fit a role 
in one way, but not another, they know from the get-
go what behaviors require development to succeed at 
the job. In this way, the Predictive Index supports the 
"jungle gym" approach to leadership.  

"Organizations are warming up to the idea that when 
we value people for who they are and what they 
bring to the table rather than strictly adhering to the 
upward ladder approach, then we can find the best 
spot for the person and the organization," Moran said.

Ginny 
Garcia

and

Cindy 
Moran
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Join the conversation! Tag your social 

media images with #myJLT to share 

your League experiences.

#myJLT
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LEADERSHIP AND ACTION ARE BUILDING TAMPA

"Get in the game," said Mayor Bob Buckhorn in a sit-
down interview at his downtown Tampa office. When 
asked what advice he would give Junior League of 
Tampa members as his term nears its end on April 
1, 2019, he said, "This city is now about to write its 
next chapter. As I transition out of office, and as my 
generation transitions out, we're going to be passing 
the torch to another generation that comes behind 
us. If you’re not at the table, you might be on the 
menu. 

"If you want this city to continue to grow and to 
continue to be a beacon of diversity, a place where 
the best and the brightest want to come, a place 
where we’re creating the jobs of the future and not 
the jobs of the past, a place where we want to raise 
our families with a good education system and a 
safe community, then you’ve got to get in the game," 
Buckhorn said.

"Organizations like The Junior League solve 
problems," he said. "Running for office and winning 
puts you in a position to do that. Even though politics 
is a contact sport and it’s a rough business, I would 
hope we see members of The Junior League emerge 
in leadership positions, board positions and chamber 
and [the Tampa Hillsborough Economic Development 

Corporation] roles. It’s important. Their voices have to 
be heard."

Buckhorn's involvement with the League is storied. 
He served on the JLT Community Advisory Board 
while he was on the Tampa City Council before 
he became the mayor. He is very familiar with the 
League and its mission. 

"I’m a fan of the work that the League does," said 
Buckhorn. "And I, on a regular basis, tell people that 
if you want something done in this community, give 
it to The Junior League, because those women will 
flat get after it and get it done. No drama, just all 
execution. And I love it about them. I find them to be 
a hugely valuable asset to me as the mayor, but more 
importantly, to the community at large."  

Buckhorn's wife, Dr. Catherine Lynch, associate 
vice president of obstetrics and gynecology at the 
University of South Florida's Morsani College of 
Medicine, also has been involved with the League, 
having served on the CAB and the Girl Power! 
project. Between his wife's involvement and being 
the father of two daughters, Buckhorn is well-attuned 
with the League's purpose. "Our whole house is 
nothing but girl power; I may be the mayor, but I’m not 
the mayor of my house!" he joked. 

The Junior League and the Mayor of Tampa:  
Working Hand in Hand to Better the Community
by SUZY MESMER



SUZY MESMER 
 Suzy is a first-year Active who works in PR and marketing. A two-time graduate of the University of 

Nebraska's journalism school, she spent most of her career in sports and news broadcasting.  
She and her husband Aaron are the proud parents of their baby boy Jackson.  19

TAMPA’S OUTLOOK IS BRIGHT

Since Mayor Buckhorn took office on April 1, 2011, 
Tampa has evolved quite a bit. And he credits the 
League with effecting change in the community. 

"The Junior League historically has focused on 
the human infrastructure and making sure that 
those most vulnerable in our community—and there 
will always be those that are vulnerable—have a 
fair shot," Buckhorn said. "To the extent that the 
League can be helpful, whether it's in human 
trafficking, whether it's in early education, whether 
it's in any of the other things that the League is 
involved in, they really have touched lives in ways 
that I don't think they imagined and they do things 
that government can't do.

"That’s why they’re such amazing partners for us, 
as government can’t be the solution to everything, 
nor should it be. I think a lot of these issues can 
be better tackled by not-for-profits, churches and 
organizations like The Junior League that aren't 
constricted by the same regulations and policies 
that government has to abide by. You combine the 
force of the League and the energy of the women 
in the League, their expertise, and assign them a 
task and give them a mission and a cause, it's going 
to be impacted in a positive way." 

A large clock sits in the conference room at the 
mayor's office, ticking down on the days, minutes 
and seconds Buckhorn has left to accomplish 
his goals. Many of those goals are written on a 
whiteboard next to his desk, and include four 
categories: economic development (i.e. West River 
Plan, Tampa Police Department Headquarters, 
Streetcar Study, Library Annex and East Tampa 
opportunities), parks and recreation (i.e. Julian 
B. Lane Riverfront Park and West Riverwalk), 
infrastructure (i.e. Solid Waste Masterplan and 
Resurfacing), and "other" (i.e. MacDill Air Force 
Base fleet and Hurricane Irma After-Action), just to 
name a few items on his to-do list.

"It's largely finishing the job that I was elected to do 
and executing on the plan that I ran on in 2011 and 
have been focused on ever since," Buckhorn said. 
"This city has transformed itself over the last seven 
years and it really is on the verge of something 
very, very special. And for me, finishing strong and 
finishing [the] days that I have left and leaving office 

with this progress institutionalized, so that the next 
mayor or future mayors can't undo what we've done 
is going to be really, really important.

"Whether it's getting [Tampa Bay Lightning owner 
and Water Street Tampa developer] Jeff Vinik out 
of the ground and up and building, [or] it's finishing 
some of the projects on the west side of the 
Hillsborough River, getting Channelside situated – 
there’s a lot left to do," said Buckhorn. "But I think 
the progress over the last seven years has been 
exciting to watch, exciting to have played a small 
part in and really is going to set the agenda for the 
next ten years."

JLT, Buckhorn said, can have a great impact on the 
city's future. 

"We face the same challenges that any other city in 
America faces, but it’s how we react to them that’s 
going to determine what we're going to look like at 
the end of this process," he said. "Part of my job is 
to make sure everyone feels like they've got a stake 
and that they’re all receiving benefit of some kind. 
There's always going to be some inequality, it's just 
the nature of capitalism, and there's always going 
to be people who need help and that’s where I 
think The Junior League has certainly played a very 
significant role."
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A Beautiful Smile Can…
Leave a Lasting Impression

1906 S. MacDill Ave., Tampa, FL 33629 
813.374.2007 | www.perezorthodontics.com

www.smeds.org

•Challenging Academics              •Competitive Athletics        •Performing and Visual Arts
•Foreign Language Instruction    •Religious Education           •Advanced Technology
•Video Production Activities        •Global Studies                     •Community Service
                                                            •Exciting Enrichment Opportunities

2101 S. Hubert Avenue, Tampa   (813) 258-5508

Now accepting applications for Pre-Kindergarten through 
8th grade for the 2018-19 academic year. Call today!
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The Junior League of Tampa 
lives its mission through service 
and leadership in our community.  

At CS&L CPAs, our mission is to 
provide an exceptional service to our 
clients, give back to our community,  and support our growing 
team. For more than 60 years, we have remained true to those 
values. 

As we expand our presence in Tampa, we  appreciate the 
opportunity to support The Junior League of Tampa and  
look forward to assisting you with your tax, estate, audit  
and accounting needs.

BRADENTON  ◆  SARASOTA  ◆  TAMPA

www.CSLcpa.com  ◆  (813) 490-4490

Susan O’Neal Thompson, CPA
Principal, CS&L CPAs

UNDERSTANDING YOUR UNIQUE NEEDS. 
CREATING EXCEPTIONAL SOLUTIONS.



www.jltampa.org  |  21

The Junior League of Tampa's Girl Power! Committee 
brought mentoring, motivation and education to a new 
group of young women this League year.

Relationships in the community paved the way for 
Girl Power! to offer its programming at The Centre 4 
Girls—an after-school and summer camp program—in 
addition to Joshua House. 

"It's been an awesome experience," 
said Sartura Shuman-Smith, director 
of The Centre 4 Girls. "Our girls 
love the program. The women are 
engaging and they’re sincere about 
being here."

A program of The Helen Gordon Davis Centre for 
Women, The Centre 4 Girls serves girls ages five 
to 14, with a structured, arts-integrated curriculum. 
Funded by the Children's Board of Hillsborough 
County, its mission is to empower girls by teaching 
them positive self-expression, regardless of their 
families' ability to pay. 

The story of how JLT and The Centre 4 Girls became 
partners underlines the importance of reaching out 
and making connections.

Constructive   Collaboration
Consider the mission of Girl Power! and that of The 
Centre 4 Girls, and you will find an excellent match. 
Girl Power! grew organically into The Centre 4 Girls’ 
programming line-up. 

The Girl Power! Committee offers mentoring to 
girls to encourage literacy, scholarship, nutrition 
and positive self-image. Meanwhile, for five years 
committee members have served residents of Joshua 
House, a housing program for abused, neglected and 
abandoned children. Now Girl Power! works with both 
organizations. 

League members became acquainted with The 
Centre 4 Girls when it applied for an Enabling Grant 
in 2017. 

"The community outreach application process is a 
valuable tool for the League," said Jenny Spencer, 
Community Director. "It exposes us to new potential 
community partners, and with the League's new 
governance structure, the Executive Board has time 
to meet with these potential partners and develop 
relationships."

by LYNDSEY SIARA

Purposeful Partnership  Brings 
Girl Power! to New Audiences 
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The Centre 4 Girls asked for support for its 
Expressionista Program, a six-week series 
designed to enhance self-esteem "through fashion 
and flair." Different weeks focus on fashion, style, 
skin care, walking the runway, glamour shots and 
fashion show production. The program culminates 
with a fashion show at Macy's at WestShore Plaza.

The League provided a $3,000 grant to The 
Centre 4 Girls to host the program, and League 
members attended the fashion show finale.

Spencer and Shuman-Smith began a common-
purpose relationship. It became clear the 
organizations had overlapping missions and could 
help one another, and soon they did.

Girl  Power!  Grows
The Girl Power! Committee now hosts a monthly 
event at The Centre 4 Girls that is similar to events 
at Joshua House. It begins with an icebreaker, 
a craft or other activity focused on positive self-
image, followed by lunch and the distribution of 
take-home gifts such as journals.

"The projects are of substance," said Shuman-
Smith, "things that are beneficial, meaningful and 
positive."

The content may be tweaked to accommodate 
participants’ different backgrounds, ages and 
family dynamics—or foster care environments. 

From JLT’s perspective, The Centre 4 Girls has been a 
welcomed addition, said Girl Power! Chair Julia Martinez.  

"The Centre 4 Girls gives us an opportunity to impact 
another group of young girls," Martinez said. "And our 
League members love it because more women can serve 
on this rewarding committee!"

With the additional location, the Girl Power! Committee 
has doubled in size. In this new, mutually-beneficial 
partnership, both organizations work together to achieve 
their individual purposes and empower a next generation 
of young female leaders.

EXPR

E S S I O

N I STA
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LYNDSEY SIARA
Lyndsey has been an Active member of JLT since 2013. She is a judicial staff attorney and enjoys reading and yoga when she is 

not spending time with her husband Joe and daughter Sydney.
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F R O M  P A R T N E R S H I P  P R O J E C T S 
T O  C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C H  T O 

A D V O C A C Y  ( O H  M Y ! ) 
As JLT members become familiar with the League's 
outreach efforts, they begin to understand its relationship 
with the community it serves. 

But it can be confusing, especially when the League 
changes the way it interacts, as it did with the recent 
addition of the Volunteers at Large Committee.  

In addition to offering signature partnership projects like 
Love Bundles, Kids Connect, Food 4 Kids, Girl Power! 
and others, the League provides assistance to community 
organizations in three ways: 

•	 Community Action (JLT volunteers and JLT funding): 
Assistance consists of what League members call 
"Done in a Day" events. The League provides both 
volunteer hours and $1,250 in funding to assist another 
nonprofit to complete a short-term project or event.

•	 Enabling Fund Grants (JLT funding): These grants 
provide financial support to nonprofit organizations 
where trained volunteers may not be needed. Financial 
assistance may be given for community needs that are 
outside one of the League's education and child welfare 
areas. Over the last League year, JLT provided more 
than $45,000 through 17 Enabling Fund Grants, as well 
as three Teacher Grants.

•	 Volunteers at Large (JLT volunteers): The newest way 
the League supports the larger Tampa Bay community 
is through the newly-formed Volunteers at Large 
committee. This committee provides volunteers to 
nonprofit organizations for short-term projects where 
grant funds are not needed.

To apply, an organization must have 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
status, have been in existence in Hillsborough County for 
at least two years and cannot be a current project partner 
with the League. Local nonprofits can apply each year for 
one or more of these types of assistance. Thirty community 
organizations applied the previous League year and more 
than 85 applied this year.
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The Junior League of Tampa’s Holiday Gift Market 
brought fun activities, new merchants and plenty 
of holiday cheer to the Florida State Fairgrounds in 
2017.

Every year, awareness of HGM grows, and so does 
the scale of the event. 

The good times rolled in the Fairgrounds’ 
52,000-square-foot Entertainment Hall, in addition 
to an 88,000-square-foot Expo Hall the event 
occupied in 2016. Food and beverage offerings 
also expanded, with more than 15 restaurants and 
bars featured in the event.

The Preview Party attracted more than 800 
guests.

Roughly 17,500 shoppers came through the  
doors over the weekend, and the League sold 
more than 25,000 tickets. League members, 
friends and family, members of the community and 
others perused the extensive selection of unique 
holiday gifts.

League members sold tickets to friends, family and 
neighbors. They used Facebook groups and other 
forms of social media to make people aware. Word 
of mouth drove significant traffic.

Where else can you browse a wide range of 
holiday gifts—jewelry, aprons, apparel, handbags, 
wood carvings, college sports gear, delectable 
ingredients, candles and beauty products, to name 
a few—that bespeak craftsmanship and authentic 
local flair?

Activities for children, like Cookies with the 
Clauses and Breakfast with the Princesses, and 
for adults, "Hoppy Hour" with craft beer samplings, 
created happy memories for all members of the 
family. 

Congrats to the Holiday Gift Market Committee 
on a magnificent event. The League already 
has begun planning the 2018 event, scheduled 
Nov. 8-11 at the Florida State Fairgrounds 
Entertainment and Expo Halls.

See you in November!

by JOANIE OBEN AND MARGARET CASHILL

BRE AKS RECORDS

WINTER WONDERL AND RETURNS  
TO FLORIDA STATE FAIRGROUNDS:
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YOUNG WOMEN’S 
ENTREPRENEUR 
PROGRAM WINNER:  
HGM provided a ‘huge boost’ 
that was ‘completely unexpected’
 
The Junior League of Tampa's Holiday  
Gift Market is one of the best things to 
have happened to Ethos Roasters.

That's what Lisbeth Pacheco, founder of 
the Lakeland-based craft coffee company, 
said about winning the 2017 HGM's  
Young Women’s Entrepreneur Program.

Sales have tripled since the event, 
Pacheco said. Online sales "exploded" 
throughout the holiday season.

"It gave us a huge boost," she said.  
"It was completely unexpected."

Pacheco founded Ethos in 2016, following 
her long-time dream to apply her science 
and business experience to create a 
company.

She plans to bring Ethos back to HGM  
in 2018. 

"It's very well organized and well 
marketed," Pacheco said of HGM.  
"It shows JLT does a really good job 
getting the word out."

As Ethos grows, it continues to support 
farmers and to strive to make a difference. 

"It’s also the mission for JLT," she said.  
"I’m just so happy that organizations like  
us exist in the world."

185
HGM by the Numbers

302
17,500

11
6

724
2,100+

23

111
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JOANIE OBEN
Joanie is a first-year Active. She is a yearbook and newspaper adviser at a South Tampa high school. In her free time, she 

volunteers as an international officer for her sorority, Alpha Delta Pi, and loves watching Miami Hurricanes football. Go 'Canes!

Merchants 

Merchant applications

Shoppers

Community events

Television segments

Volunteers

Volunteer hours

Young Women's 
Entrepreneurship 
Program applicants

League members 
who brought 100 
percent of tickets 
through the door

in revenue, and 
a $275,000 net$511,000

HGM GENERATED 
MORE THAN 
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by BRANDY BAKER

After promoting The ABOLISH Movement in Tampa 
for four years and lobbying The Association of 
Junior Leagues International to adopt the campaign 
and make it available to all member Leagues, The 
Junior League of Tampa received good news. AJLI 
has embraced JLT’s vision for a global campaign 
to combat human trafficking, and beginning in 
2019, The ABOLISH Movement will be available to 
Leagues around the globe to use as awareness-
raising campaigns in their communities. 

Years in the making
In 2012, a variety of groups were working on the 
issue of human trafficking, but the message to 
date was fragmented. Mary Ellen Collins, former 
Public Affairs Committee Chair, understood that 
a thoughtful, unified and issue-based campaign 
to raise awareness and promote social movement 
around human trafficking could change that. 

Through her work in marketing and communications, 
Collins had connections with local professional 
advertising organizations. One in particular, Ad 
2 Tampa Bay—a network of young advertising 
professionals—chose a public service client each 
year to partner with to create an issue-based 
campaign. It was the perfect opportunity to help 
unify the message, but not feasible for 2012, 
so Collins and Jenay Iurato (then Public Affairs 
Committee Co-chair) began working to mobilize 
community action and awareness in other ways.

The Public Affairs Committee partnered with 
Stetson University College of Law to host a human 
trafficking forum in February 2013. The event 
brought together some of Florida’s most influential 
members of the judiciary, as well as law enforcement 
officers and victim services providers, for an honest 
and constructive discussion.

With more than 300 community members in 
attendance, the event represented JLT’s first foray 
into raising awareness about human trafficking. 

DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ABOLISH 
MOVEMENT AND THE HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 
COMMITTEE? I DIDN'T EITHER. THAT IS, NOT UNTIL I 
SAT DOWN WITH the passionate and purpose DRIVEN 
WOMEN WHO PIONEERED THE ABOLISH MOVEMENT AND 
THE HUMAN TRAFFICKING MURAL.

AJLI has adopted The ABOLISH Movement to make it available to all Leagues, and Mary Ellen 
Collins, a JLT Active, and Mandy Eyrich of Ad 2 Tampa Bay have been appointed brand ambassadors. 

Movement Goes Global
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The movement is born
Through the human trafficking forum, JLT became 
acquainted with the Community Campaign Against 
Human Trafficking - Tampa Bay (since rebranded 
The FREE Network). 

Collins reached out the Community Campaign 
Against Human Trafficking to align JLT with its 
cause. In the spirit of collaboration, the groups 
worked together, and Ad 2 Tampa Bay awarded 
the 2013-2014 campaign to JLT on behalf of the 
Community Campaign Against Human Trafficking.

The ABOLISH Movement was born, officially 
launching in January 2014, during Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month. Collins and the Ad 2 team 
developed a fully integrated, customized marketing 
campaign that included billboards, posters, public 
service announcements, print ads, shareable social 
media content and other materials, as well as guerilla 
marketing. JLT and its partners also held local 
community events including forums, documentary 
screenings and trainings to coincide with the 
campaign.

The results were compelling. In the months following 
the campaign's launch, there was a 28 percent 
increase in calls from Tampa to the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline and a 41 percent increase in 
actual law enforcement human trafficking cases in 
Tampa Bay. In 2014, The ABOLISH Movement also 
received top honors at ADMERICA! , the national 
conference of the American Advertising Federation 
and Ad 2 chapters from across the United States, 
which selected it as the best public service 
campaign of 2014.

The campaign was developed under the premise 
that it was not geography-specific and could scale 
easily. Any group working on the issue anywhere 
in the country could use the campaign materials 
to raise awareness about human trafficking in its 
own community. This made it attractive to AJLI for 
adoption. Now, after years of promotion throughout 
Florida and to sister Leagues, The ABOLISH 
Movement will be realized on a national scale under 
the leadership of AJLI. If the success of the local 
campaign is any indicator, the global campaign 
will make tremendous strides in raising awareness 
across the country and beyond.
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Social Impact  
Award Winner:  
I AM Priceless Mural
In December 2017, the Tampa Downtown Partnership held its  
11th annual Urban Excellence Awards, which it described as  
"a celebration of businesses, organizations, individuals, events 
and projects that have made significant contributions toward 
creating a unique, vibrant and diverse Downtown and have 
made a lasting, positive impact on downtown Tampa."

Recognizing that the Tampa area is a hub for human 
trafficking, and that Florida is one of the highest-ranked 
states in the nation for the crime, the Tampa Downtown 
Partnership honored JLT for its role in the fight against child 
sex trafficking, and specifically for the "I AM Priceless" mural. 

The Downtown Partnership awarded JLT its Social Impact 
Award, honoring the group's leadership, innovation, hard work, 
talent and community spirit.

In the Downtown Partnership’s words:

The Junior League of Tampa looked to capture attention by 
incorporating social messaging through art. They wanted to 
create a permanent statement of hope, as well as a platform 
to share the message. Shades of purple and pink underscore 
themes of compassion, healing and hope. The vision became 
a reality through collaboration with the City of Tampa Arts 
Department, the Tampa Police Department, artist Leon  
"Tes One" Bedore, and survivors and advocates in the FREE 
Network. The mural sends a clear message–"I am not for sale.  
I am priceless."

JLT past President Nicole Hubbard, the woman responsible for 
pioneering the mural by bringing various stakeholders to the table, 
accepted the award on behalf of JLT.  

The social impact of the "I AM Priceless" mural has yet to be fully 
realized. 

Through a donation of ad space by the Hillsborough Area Regional 
Transit Authority, 10 HART bus exteriors and 50 interior card slots 
will feature the mural. The fleet is expected to generate 1.3 million 
impressions! 

Redefining Refuge—a shelter for victims of human trafficking—has 
provided free training to HART bus drivers on warning signs of 
human trafficking, and what to do if they spot suspicious activity. 

As of this writing, JLT is working on an effort to sponsor the cost 
of printing posters with the "I AM Priceless" mural to be placed at 
bus stops and bus stations.

Human 
Trafficking 
Mural 2.0
A second mural is in 
early planning stages! 
JLT is in talks with an 
artist recommended by 
the original artist, Tes 
One, to design the second 
mural. It would have the 
same colors but a new 
design. A location near 
the University of South 
Florida has been proposed 
as a possible site. 

29 29

BRANDY BAKER
Contributing Writer Brandy is a first-year Active and Tampa native. Currently working in development at a local nonprofit,  

Brandy enjoys spending her free time at the beach, reading, thrifting and kayaking.
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by  MARGARET CASHILL

Many Junior League of Tampa members became 
familiar with dragon boats when the League 
partnered with Pan Am Dragon Boat to hold the 
Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat races in 
2017. Meanwhile, a newcomer may ask, "What is 
a dragon boat?" The answer reveals a rich history 
that spans continents and thousands of years.   

What we know today as dragon boats originated 
in China more than 2,500 years ago. More 
recently, dragon boat racing became a popular 
teambuilding and fundraising activity in the 
United States and beyond.

A local tradition of dragon boat racing emerged 
in Tampa as well. In 2011, Tampa hosted the 
International Dragon Boat Federation for its World 
Dragon Boat Racing Championship, which brought 
participants from around the world.

The Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat Races 
originated in 2004. JLT continues its partnership 
with Pan Am Dragon Boat to host the water sports 
event again in 2018.

Paddles up!

Date: April 28

Time: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
(Admission is free for spectators.)

Location: Cotanchobee Fort Brooke Park  
601 Old Water St., Tampa, 33602

by  MARGARET CASHILL

An 
Introduction 
to Dragon 
Boats 

are proud to present and
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MARGARET CASHILL
An Active member of JLT since 2011, Margaret works in marketing communications. She lives in South Tampa with 

her husband and two daughters. In her free time, Margaret enjoys reading, listening to audiobooks and working out.
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located behind the paddlers, 
steers with an oar rigged to  
the boat.

produces the “heartbeat” of 
the boat that determines the 
frequency of the strokes. 

sit in pairs facing the bow of the boat. The first 
pair set the pace for the boat, understanding 
the importance of paddling in sync. 

A standard dragon boat 
crew has 22 members, 
including 20 paddlers, one 
person who drums at the 
bow and one person to 
steer. These crews may 
vary in number based on 
the size of the watercraft.

The drummer
The “sweep,” 

The paddlers 

The Dragon Boat Crew: Roles and Positions
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INNOVATORS 

 WANTED
Berkeley – where hands-on learning is  
showcased on a national stage.

AN INDEPENDENT EPISCOPAL DAY 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS  
IN PRE-K TO GRADE 12
www.berkeleyprep.org
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Athletes of Special Olympics Florida — Hillsborough 
County will return for year two of the Dragon Boat 
Races.

The inaugural races were an absolute highlight of the 
year, according to those involved in the event. The 
athletes said they felt honored to have Publix—the 
largest sponsor of Special Olympics Florida—sponsor 
them in the competition. 

The event gave the Special Olympics athletes a new 
experience, a rewarding challenge and unprecedented 
exposure. Many in the community don’t realize that 
the Special Olympics offers year-round sports training 
and competition involving more than 1,700 athletes.

The team had a blast, according to participants. Even 
though they came in last in every race, they cheered 
at the top of their lungs every time they crossed the 
finish line!

Coach Rodney began every race with a chant when  
he yelled "Live!" and the team responded "Unified."  
The chant celebrated the joy and spirit of inclusion.

On board were Special Olympics coaches, athletes, 
Unified Partners and volunteers, as well as then-JLT 
President Nichole Hubbard. The team already looks 
forward to participating for many years to come, and 
working with Coach Rodney again. 

"He showed such great patience and guidance while 
we learned a new sport," said Sarah Gogliormella, 
then-director for Special Olympics Florida-
Hillsborough County and current JLT Active. "Lonnie, 
a blind Special Olympics athlete, was a star and 
followed instruction so well! "

by  SUZY MESMER

Joyful 
Enthusiasm 
Steers Special 
Olympics Athletes
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SUZY MESMER
Suzy is a first-year Active who works in PR and marketing. A two-time graduate of the 

University of Nebraska’s journalism school, she spent most of her career in sports and news 
broadcasting. She and her husband Aaron are the proud parents of their baby boy Jackson.  33
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LATEST LOGOS LAUNCHED

... IS YOURS NEXT? sensory5.com
Marketing | Advertising | Design

we are
T A M P A
a tradition of excellence

since 1951 St. John’s has been setting the standard 
for academic achievement in the Tampa Bay area

www.stjohnseagles.org 
information@stjohnseagles.org



www.jltampa.org  |  35 35

The stage is set for the 2018 Tampa Bay 
International Dragon Boat Races. On Saturday, 
April 28, The Junior League of Tampa will host 
the event for a second year in partnership with 
Pan Am Dragon Boat. 

If the inaugural event was any indication, this 
year’s races will be exciting, successful and fun-
filled for all. 

In 2017, 48 teams comprised of 1,050 athletes 
from across the United States, Canada and 
abroad raced down the Hillsborough River. 
More than 3,500 spectators watched from 
Cotanchobee Fort Brooke Park on the Tampa 
Riverwalk. The event raised $63,855 to help 
fund JLT’s community projects. 

This year, with sponsors such as Tampa General 
Hospital and Publix Supermarket Charities, the 
Dragon Boat Committee plans to push for more 
community boats as well as a few JLT boats. 
Special highlights will include a food truck rally 
and a post-race concert featuring the band 
Southern Train.

Led by Chairs Tina Patel and Megan Tetro, 
the committee intends to add new health and 
wellness vendors to the Vendor Village. They 
also plan to increase social media exposure to 
encourage community participation. 

Whether you’re a dragon boater, a spectator or 
a volunteer, you won’t want to miss the 2018 
Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat Races!

Dragon Boat 
Committee 
Ready to Rock 
the Boat
by LYNDSEY SIARA

LYNDSEY SIARA
Lyndsey has been an Active member of JLT since 2013. She is a judicial staff attorney and enjoys reading and yoga when she is 

not spending time with her husband Joe and daughter Sydney.
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Ali St. Cyr, Junior League of Tampa member and 
broker owner of Tomlin St Cy Real Estate Services, 
saw the Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat Races 
as a perfect merging of supporting the community 
through the League, marketing her business and 
teambuilding with clients and coworkers as a team 
sponsor.

In 2017, St. Cyr had 22 people on her team, the 
Pineapple Pirates, among them clients, referral 
partners and friends. From a marketing aspect, 
social media was covered with photos on her 
clients’ pages from the event and the two practices 
leading up to it. 

"My intent was to get everyone together for a fun 
Saturday doing something 'out of the box,'" said St. 
Cyr. "What I didn’t realize was that I had recruited 
a group of Type A business leaders that were more 
interested in winning. Talk about an intense group! 
At the end of the race, you have probably never seen 
a group so proud to wear that bronze medal!"

"The Junior League has 
taken the Tampa races to a 
whole different level. They 
are involved and teams 
like entering races where 
their money goes to a good 
group or good cause."
 
— Kathleen Cabble, paddler with the Pink 
Dragon Ladies, BCS team, coach and 
steers person for Pan Am Dragon Boat

Photo courtesy of Kathleen Cabble

SUZY MESMER
Suzy is a first-year Active who works in PR and marketing. A two-time graduate of the 

University of Nebraska’s journalism school, she spent most of her career in sports and news 
broadcasting. She and her husband Aaron are the proud parents of their baby boy Jackson. 36

Dragon Boats Provide 
Powerful Vehicle for 
Teambuilding
by  SUZY MESMER
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TM

Why settle for bland & boring when you can enjoy 
the quickest fix that’ll power you up to be your best? 
Our expert chefs prepare our super-delicious fitmeals 
with only the freshest, all-natural ingredients to 
bring out the awesome in you.

If you are what  
you eat, be 110% 
awesome.

NOW OPEN: Westshore & Winter Park  |  South Tampa  |  SOHO
Countryside  |  Carrollwood  |  St. Petersburg  |  Brandon  |  Downtown Tampa

Wesley Chapel  |  Orlando  |  Plantation  |  Fort Lauderdale

1716 South Dale Mabry Highway | (813) 254-1251 | coton-colors.com
P E R S O N A L I Z E D  G I F T S  |  TA B L E TO P  |  B R I D A L  R E G I S T RY  |  H O M E  |  C O L L E G I AT E  |  O R N A M E N T S  |  H A P P Y  E V E RY T H I N G ! T M

Visit the Tampa Coton Colors Flagship Store for all your gifting and celebrating needs.

tabletops  that  make 

CELEBRATING  
EVERY DAY EASY.
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AN
NU

AL
 D

O
NO

RS Donations to The Junior League of Tampa support our mission-driven 
programs and projects. Each year, our annual donors support special 
events and contribute as individuals, foundations and businesses in 
support of our mission. 

ANNUAL 
CAMPAIGN DONORS

PLATINUM 

PLATINUM 

DEX Imaging, Inc.♦

SILVER 

Kendra Scott - Hyde Park  
    Village♦
Betsy and Steve  
    Chambers♦♦♦
Mary Lee Nunnally  
    Farrior♦♦♦

BRONZE 

The Bank of Tampa♦♦♦
Hyde Park Village♦
USAmeriBank♦
Terrell and Joe Clark♦♦♦
Carla and Punit Shah♦

PATRON

The Ambersley Family  
    Foundation (The Kamm  
    Family)♦
Erin and Jay Annis♦♦

June and Michael  
    Annis♦♦♦
Jenny Augustyniak/  
    The Bar Method Tampa- 
    Westshore♦
Courtney and Allan  
    Bilyeu♦♦
Britt Blume

Adam and Allison Burden,  
    in honor of Fundraising  
    Chair Dossie Marrone♦♦♦
Burton Family  
    Foundation♦♦♦
Entela Caisse

Kate and Brian Caldarelli♦♦
Su Thi Ho Campo

Katie and Ryan Cappy♦♦
Angelia Compton♦
Stacy Carlson and Greg  
    Baier♦♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Lindsay Carter♦♦
Tara and Whalen Clark♦♦
Cindy and Tony Coney♦♦♦
Sue and Frank  
    Courtright♦♦♦
Lynne Crotty

Sue and Don  
    Cox♦♦♦
Dr. Hilary Dalton/Dalton  
    Dental♦♦
Margaret E. Davis♦♦♦
Robin Wright  
    DeLaVergne♦♦
Danielle Dennis and  
    Michael Beattie♦♦
Isabel & John Dewey♦♦
Tracie M. Domino♦♦♦
Jordan Donnelly♦
Lindsay and Sam  
    Dorrance♦♦
Simon & Elizabeth  
    Dunsmoor♦♦
Fran and Ray DuPuis♦♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦♦
Tara and Drew Eckhoff♦♦♦
Laura Everitt♦♦♦
Alicia and Dominic Fariello♦
Laura Ferman Farrior♦♦♦
Vicky and Jon Fiddelke -  
    Bayshore Title♦♦
First Citrus Bank - Jessica 

Kendall Hornof♦♦♦
Kitty Forenza♦♦
Ginny and Mike Garcia♦♦
Christina and Gary  
    Garcia♦♦
Nicole Geller♦♦♦
Fiona-Lee Gerrard♦♦
Ruth and John  
    Giordano♦♦♦
Betsy and Drew  
    Graham♦♦♦
Hannah and Paul Gross♦♦
Lauren and Chris  
    Gstalder♦♦
Stephanie and John Haas♦
Sarane and Chris  
    Harrell♦♦♦
Mary Hillery

Becky and Sam Ho♦♦
Leslie and Adam Hodz♦♦
Nicole and Matt Hubbard♦♦
Betsy and E. Michael  
    Isaak♦♦

To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a 
gift, visit jltampa.org/annual-campaign.

For questions, contact fundraising@jltampa.org.
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Lorraine and Jeff Korb♦♦
Rachel Jackson♦♦
Julie and Rob Johnston♦♦
Brita and Rocky Lincoln♦♦
Elizabeth and Ben Mackie♦♦
Julia N. Martinez♦♦
Meghan McGuire -  
    Equinix♦♦
Kelley and Robert Merck♦♦
Holly Miller♦
Jennifer L. Moore♦
Taylor and Jason Murray♦♦
Melissa Knight Nodhturft♦♦
Diania Pimenta, Abora Travel  
    - Dream Vacations♦
Lisa and Kevin Reeves♦♦
Kristi and Brad Resch - SBJ  
    Resch Family Foundation,  
    Inc.♦♦
Marie Sabina♦
Adajean Lott Samson♦♦♦
Beth M. Schatzberg♦♦
Jenny and Peter Spencer♦♦
Brittany Stahl♦♦
Jenness Steele and Scott  
    Bostic♦♦
Lauren Companioni  
    Strahan♦♦
Jenny Steinbrenner  
    Swindal♦♦♦
Megan Tetro♦♦
Susan and John  
    Touchton♦♦♦
Kendra Velilla♦
Heather and Mark Walsh♦♦
Laura Walsh/Laura Walsh  
    Events♦
Dossie and Benjamin  
    Ward♦♦
Nell Ward♦♦♦
Ashley and Jack Watters♦♦

Bethany Zeller♦
Ashley Zohar♦

CONTRIBUTOR

Ameriprise Financial, Inc.♦
Gina and Matt Barsema♦♦♦
Kathryn Bostick♦♦
Lillian Chor♦
Adele M. Clarke♦♦♦
Chloe Cullinan♦♦
Pam and Brett Divers♦♦♦
Josh Fairman	

Garrett and Nicole  
    Garcia♦♦♦	

Nicole Gitney♦♦	

Sarah and Brian Gremer♦
Luke  Heldreth

Mary Helton♦♦
Rosemary Henderson♦♦
Michelle and Raymond  
    Hintson♦♦	

Patti Lee♦	

Elise and Gar Lippincott

Rosemary Sparkman  
    McAteer♦♦	

Caitlin and Taylor Ralph♦♦
Joan and Larry Rayburn♦♦♦
Rivero, Gordimer and  
    Company PA♦♦	

Alicia Maria Thomas and  
    Anthony Joseph Bruno

Lavinia W. Touchton♦♦♦	

Andrea Webb♦♦♦	

FRIEND

Haleigh Almquist/Hush  
    Little Baby♦
Tee Ann Bailey♦♦
Sarah Balmer♦♦
Casey Barile♦

Laurie and Tripp Barlow♦♦♦
Kristen Brady♦
Kelsey and Chris Bulnes♦
Shelbie Bynum

Pat Carter♦♦
Denise Cassedy♦♦
Becky and Ray Charles♦♦♦
Kim Clarke♦♦
Rosann Creed♦♦♦
Emily David

Alexis Dempsey♦
Connie and Miller  
    Detrick♦♦♦
Kealoha and Justin  
    Deutsch♦♦
Lisa DiGiore♦
Brigid Stoddard Futch♦♦♦
Joyce and Michael  
    Gerwe♦♦♦
Vanessa Gilyard

Dada Glaser♦♦
Kellie and Michael Haber♦♦
Lauren Hanley♦♦
Sally Hardee♦♦♦
Nadyne Hines♦♦♦
Mary Hulse♦♦♦
Laura Hummel

Jenay and Kevin Iurato♦♦
Taylor and Wesley Jones♦♦
The Write Stuff/Lynn and  
    Scott Kelyman♦♦♦
Cheryl Currie Kilcoyne♦♦
Debora King

Sarah and Benjamin  
    Kodadek♦♦
Kelly and Joseph Lastra♦♦♦
Chrisi and David Laxer♦♦♦
Tom and Andrea Layne♦♦♦
Lagretta and Mark  
    Lenker♦♦♦

Ms. Kimberly  Loux

Allison and Tom Luzier♦♦♦
Maria Papadakis Mason♦
Dori Marlin

Stefanie McQueen♦
Phara and Scott  
    McLachlan♦
Julie and Jim Murphy♦
Lyris  Newman♦♦♦
Morgan and Christopher  
    Nobo

Marsha Otte♦♦♦
Cindy and Gene Ramm♦♦
Heather and Adam  
    Robyak♦♦
Gwyn and Mark  
    Schabacker♦♦♦
Brittany Schrader

Jenny Clara Schroeder♦
Dawn Cummins Short♦♦
Mike and Caroline Smith♦♦
Jennifer and Marc  
    Stauffer♦♦
Elaine Reif Sweeney♦♦
Elise Szafranski♦
Traci Temmen

Lynette Tozier♦♦
Kara  Tumbleston

Ann S. Turner♦♦♦
Shelby and Burton Tuttle♦♦
Caroline Vostrejs♦♦
Julie Ward♦
Teneille A. Williams♦♦
Kristin Wilson♦♦
Whitney and Kevin  
    Woods♦♦
Caroline Wright♦
Gwynne A Young♦♦♦



40  |  Spring 2018

SUPPORTER

Tanya Marie and Luis  
    Acevedo♦
Robin Acevedo

Beth Ahmedic

Vicki Wallenfels Ahrens♦♦
Allison Akers♦
Caitlin M Alessandro♦
Brittani Alexander♦
Whitney Allen

Amazon Smile♦
Christine Amodeo

Brittany Elise Photography  
    - Brittany and Zachary  
    Anderson♦♦
Loren Anderson

Kristen Antonello♦
Lindsay Apperson♦♦
Rebecca Arends

Katie Arndt♦
Kelsey Arsenault♦
Stefanie Astrab

Jenny Augustyniak♦
Maren Auxier

Jennifer Azzarelli

Suzanne Bainbridge♦
Dayton Baird♦♦
Brandy Baker

Tori Baptist♦
Amy Bass♦
Bridgette Bean

Devin Bedgio

Alyssa Beene

Jenni Bell♦ 

Haley Bell♦
Rebecca Benedict♦♦
Trimeka Benjamin

Lauren M. Bentz♦♦
Carrie Bien♦

Lauren Bird

Morgan Blake

Christina Blood

Anne Bloomquist♦
WhatSUP Paddle Sports

Ellen Boczarski♦
Kristin Bodin♦
Melissa Bogner♦
Kelsey Bohannan

Ashley Collado Borrego♦♦
Kara Bosworth

Emily Boucher♦
Carlee Bowdoin♦
Dixie Brady

Jen and Chris Branton♦♦
Flavia Bravo♦
Jennifer Breazeale♦♦
Hannah Brenenstuhl

Jana and Jeffrey Bridge♦♦
Melanie Brown♦♦
Danielle Brown

Brittany Brunetto♦
Heather Bryant♦♦
Kimberly Bryce

Jessica Burley

Louise E. Burnett♦♦
Michele Burns

Shannon Burrows♦
Jenna Bye

Laura Byrne♦♦
Katie Cabana

Jennifer Calhoun♦
California Pizza Kitchen, Inc.

Kate Callaway♦
Allison Campbell

Laura and Mark  
    Campbell♦♦
Christine Campo

Lindsay Capito

Melissa Caraminas

Casey Carefoot ♦♦
Christina Carey♦
Kelly Carey♦
Jackie Carricato

Marissa Carter

Margaret Cashill♦♦
Erin C. Cassidy♦♦
Alexandra Cata-Ross♦
Sarah Catalano

Catalina Marketing  
    Charitable Foundation

Molly Molloy Catlett♦
Lauren Catoe♦♦
Julie Cayse

Mallory Cecil

Sonia Cerundolo♦
Melissa Chaney♦
Miranda Chapman

Kathryn Chappetto♦
Virginia Charest♦
Mary Katherine Charles

Elizabeth Chavez

Christen Christian

Dr. Christine Clark

Margaret Clark♦
Natalie Sargent Clark♦♦
Kim and Jeff Clarke♦♦
Casey Clayton

Stephanie Cleason

Tracy B. Clouser

Coberly Plastic Surgery

Courtney Cohen

Andrea Cohen

Emily Colamarino♦
Elisa Congelio♦
Lauren Connors♦♦

Abigail Cory♦
Mary Beth Courier

Sarah Couture♦
Courtney and Joe Cox♦♦
Alyssa Emiliucci Cox♦
Nancy and Steve Crane♦
Jennifer Crawford♦
Carol Crofton♦
Lauren Cromer

Jennifer Crooker♦
Sheriss Crosskey

Katie Crowe

Rachel Cruz

Jessica Cruze Kimbler

Meredith Cullen

Tara Cunningham♦
Heather Curtis

Rebecca Dallas♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦♦
Rebekah Daoud♦♦
Melissa Davidson

Brittany Davis

Elena and Justin Day♦♦
Shanida De Gracia

Trish Dean

Pat Daley♦♦♦
Kristina Darville

Hannah DeBevoise

Meg DeBonis♦
Catherine de laTorre♦
Lauren M. DeLuna♦
Kim Demkovich

Tammy B Denbo

Katelyn Dervay♦♦
Kady Diaz

Ginger and Steve Doherty♦
Meghan Dolan

Jule M. Doran♦♦
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Dohnia Dorman♦
Kathryn Douglass

Lisa and Bryan  
    Dreisbach♦♦♦
Chelsea Drinkard

Holly Dutton

Patricia C. Dwyer♦♦♦
Beth and Bart Edwards♦♦
Sarah and Jake Edwards

Mary Ashley Edwards♦
Ashley Ehrman

Danielle Eichmann

Samantha Ekholm

Alysia Ekizian

Michelle Elwonger

Sara Katherine Ennis♦
Autumn Etheredge

Lauren Evanovich

Gina Evans♦♦
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew  
    Evans♦♦
Jessica Evanson♦
Sherri Fabbiano

Samm Fairlie

Amanda Feenaughty

Laura Fender♦♦
Irene G.M. Ferguson♦
Fig and Julep

Breanna Fila

Howie and Kimmie Fine♦
Jessica M. Fitzgerald♦♦
Alexandria Florio

Lynn Footlick♦♦
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Foss♦♦
BeverlyAnn Foster♦
Alexandra Fowler

Allison Fox♦
Amber France

Julia Francoeur

Claudeane Frank

Jessica Burns Fugate

Dora Furman♦♦
Lindsey Fussell

Michelle Gallagher

Kristina Gandre♦
Samantha Gant

Lucy Garcia♦♦
Regan Garner♦
Marlow Garner

Sydney Gates

Amy Gatto♦
Jillian Gauld♦♦
Janelee Gearhart

Kendell Generelli♦
Elizabeth George♦
Tiffany Gershen

Martini Gibbons

Katelyn Giglio

Alicia Glasser♦
Stacey Goen

Sarah Gogliormella♦
Charya Goldsmith

Amy Gomez♦♦
Jessica Goodman

Kaila  Gosselin♦♦
Alexandra Graham♦
Kristina Granger♦
Erin Greco

Danielle Green

Sonya Greenidge

Kylie Gross

Kimberly Grucza♦
Nora Gunn

Amy Guzzo♦♦
Sally Habermeyer♦
Nicki Mohr Hall♦
Heather Hall

Caitlin Hamlin♦
Jan Han

Elizabeth Harris♦♦
Cali Harrison

Stephanie Hart

Alex Hartig

Hildie Haviland

Ashley Hayes♦♦
Marie and David Hebbler♦♦
Mary Helton♦♦
Miranda Henderson♦
Christina Hernandez

Dana Hess♦♦
Jen Hettinger♦
Sarah Hieber♦
Morgan Holmes

Wysteria Holt

Melissa Horvath♦
Andrelina Howard

Shellie Huffmaster  
    Vandersluis♦♦
Carmelita and Danny Hui♦♦
Mary Beth Hunt♦♦
Karen Hussey♦
Amanda Lins

Monica Illas

J. McLaughlin

Robert and Molly James♦♦
Jamie Jenkins

Emery Johannes

Ashley Johnson♦♦
Jennifer and D. Blaine   
    Johnson♦♦♦
Kaitlyn Johnson♦
Samantha Johnson♦
Erin McWhorter Jones

Shelby Jones

Kristin Jordan♦
Junior League of Austin

Ashley Justice

Jana Kaney♦♦
Kourtney Kellin

Natalie LaRosa Kelly♦
Kelley Kilpatrick♦
Jennifer Kimball

Elicia Kimble Dick

Dulcinea and Bill Kimrey♦
Ashlee Kinback

Dr. Jasmine King♦♦
Ashleigh King

LaKisha Kinsey-Sallis

Janine Kiray♦
Monica Kirkland

Kadie Kluttz♦
Kelly Kraft

Alissa Kranz♦
Mr. and Mrs. Jared Krukar♦♦
Elizabeth Krystyn

Lauren Kuschel

Michael & Jeni La Paglia

Maja Lacevic

Annie Lam♦
Kim and Neil Lamis♦
Mary Frances Landis

Angela Lanza♦♦
Nikki LeClair

Erika and Scott Lee

Angie Lemont

Laura Lenhart

Nicholle Leonard♦
Michelle Leslie♦
Marsha Leventry

Betsy Levy

Cassie Levy♦
Kat Lewis♦
Amber Lewis♦
Caitlin Lewis
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Sarah Ling♦
Stephanie Loboda

Ashley Looney♦♦
Missie Saterbo♦
Shelby Lopez

Suzy Lopez♦♦
Julie Lux

Kendra Lyman♦
Kristen Maduri

Liz Makofske♦
Jennifer Malone♦
Samantha Manning

Kimy Marino♦♦
Danielle Marone

Stefanie Coren Marotta

Ashley Martin♦
Rona Martin

Sarah Martisek

Erniesha Mason

Mia Mastracchio♦
Mae Mastrorio♦♦
Esther Mathew♦
Marysue and Jim  
    Mathews♦♦
Lydia Mauritson♦♦
Amanda May

Susan Mazuchowski♦
Maggie McCleland♦♦
Deborah McCormack

Jennifer McDonald♦
Amber Schonbrun  
    McDonnell♦♦
Kristen McDowell

Kristen McFarland♦
Alessandra McGrath

Vivian McIlrath♦
Sara McIntire♦♦♦
Joan McKay♦
Debra L McKell♦

Sterling and Melissa  
    McLamore♦♦
Louise McLead♦
Mallory McLean

Cameron McNabb♦
Nicia Mejia

Lauren Melnick

Sara Melvin♦
Ashley Meredith

Kristina Merritt

Suzy Mesmer♦
Michael and Annette  
    Messina

Jennifer Miles

Ashley Miller

Eliot Miller♦♦
Janelle Miller

Kelly Miller

Carrie Minerva

Crystal Mirabella

Emily Monahan

Cherie Monarch Frontera

Erika Montanez

Michelle Montgomery

Alicia Moon♦
Kinsey Moore

Danielle Moreda

Lindsay Morgan♦
Christina Morse

Merritt Mosley♦♦
Victoria Motes♦♦
Rachel Moyers

Laurel Moynihan♦♦
Karrie Mueller♦♦
Monica Murphy♦♦
Cassidy Murray♦♦
Sarah Myers♦
Erika Myers♦♦
Anne Myers♦♦

Alissa Myers♦
Natasha Nascimento

Shannon Nehrig

Sarah Nelson

Desire Nelson

Stacey Borsik Niebles♦♦
Mary Christiana Nieves♦
Valerie Noel♦
Emily Nolan♦
Morgan Nolan

Selina Daryl Norfleet

Lisa K. Nugent

Alice Oben

Hilary O'Brien

Casey O'Brien

Emily O'Connor♦
Jacqueline O'Connor

Stephanie Olivo-Schulte♦
Candy Olson♦
Emily Olson

Jenny Olson

Mackenzie Ombres

Ms. Kim  O'Neill

AnnaMarie Otero

Alyssa Pacetti

Maggie Packer

Shana Palmer♦
Jillian Pantano♦♦
Sarah Pariseau

The Parisi Family - Carissa,  
    Steven and Charlotte♦
Hannah Parker

Lindsey Parks♦♦
Adriana Parrino

Tina Patel♦
Kaylie Erickson

Sarah & Nick Peet♦
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peluso♦

Cecelia Perez

Karen F. Perry♦
Rachael Phillips

Sherie Pizzo

Amanda Z. Polo♦
Summer W Popejoy♦
Hannah Pothier

Whitney Prall

Jessica Primiani♦
Lisa Primiani

Natassja Prose

Lauren Pulido

Lindsey Ragsdale♦
Kara Rapozo♦
Adrienne Rea♦
Ashley Rector

Katie and Blake Rehberg♦♦
Lauren Rehm

McKay Rehwinkel

Lauren Reid♦
Frances N. Reitz

Hayley Reteneller♦
Clara Reynolds

Betsy Ridley

Sarah Riley

Gail Rinaldi

Megan Rindone♦♦
Lisa Robbins

Emily Read♦
Kristin Robertson

Carolyn Robinson♦
Sarah Roddenberry

Jennifer Rodgers♦♦
Natalie Rodriguez♦
Jessie Roeder♦♦
Lauren Rose♦
Kendra Ross

Alma Royster♦
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Alexandra Rozas  

Katelyn Rumenik♦
Shelly Rumenik♦
Jennifer Russo

Amanda Rustmann

Shirin Rustomji

Courtney Ryals

Jessica Rybicki♦
Andrea Sahawneh♦♦
Lucielle Salomon

Lauren Sanchez♦
Mandy Sanders

Julie Sargent♦♦
Karyn K. Sbar

Elizabeth Scarola♦
Karry Schuele♦♦
Katherine C. Scott♦♦
Kristin & Ryan Scully♦
Nicole Seeley

Allison Selby

Katie Selman♦♦
Clare Sessums♦
Alexis Shahnasarian♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦♦
Jill Shaw

May Shedden

Ann Sheppard

Amy Pullen Shoukry♦
Lyndsey E. Siara♦♦
Denyse Sierra♦
Coley Simmons

Cortnie Simmons

Austin and John Simon♦♦
Catherine Simon

Kambria Sims

Jennifer and Sam  
    Singleton♦♦
Dori Siverio-Minardi

Meghan Sladek♦♦
Alexandra Smith

Amanda Smith♦♦
Amber E. Smith♦♦
Brittany Smith

Kelsey Smith

LaShawn Smith

Sara Smith♦
Elisha M. Snyder♦♦
Ms. Nancy  Sobus

Brittany Spaziano

Kim Stabler♦
Allison Stahl

India Stallings

David and Sophie  
    Steinberg♦
Lilly Stern

Erica Stevens♦
Abby Stevens♦
Laura Stevenson♦♦♦
Tewabech Genet Stewart

Morgan Stillo

Jessica Strathman♦
Jessica Stravino♦
Betty Street

Anna Samaha Streufert

Ashley Stultz♦
Lauren A Suarez♦♦
Meghan E Sullivan♦
Mychael Sumby♦♦
Danica J. Sun

Stephanie Swinson

Hannah Tait♦
Elle Tallent

Ruth Tapley♦
Kendyl Tash♦
Katherine Thomas

Caitlyn Tierney

Mrs. Dawn Tiffin♦♦
Tricia Tindall♦♦
Danielle Tinsley

Shannon Tompkins♦♦♦
Allie and Ryan Torrence♦♦
Jeanne E Torrence

Anna Tosone♦
Rebecca Towner♦
Mary-Whitney Tozier

Taylor Traviesa

Heather and Aaron  
    Trkovsky♦♦
Molly Tuschen

Jennifer Tyler♦
UnitedHealth Group

Lisl Unterholzner

Lauren Vagnoni-Holder

Jennifer and Jeffrey Valdes

Mandy and Doug Valenti♦♦
Lindsey Vance♦
Ginny and Tom Veit♦♦
Christiana A. Vento

Kristin Vick♦
Penny Vinik♦
Vinyard Vines Retail, LLC

Mary and Dean Vitello♦♦
Leanne Voiland

Bethany Votaw♦
Tena Vozenilek

Claribel Waddell

Urmila Wadnerkar

Kara Walker

Allison Wallrapp♦
Kimberly Walters♦♦
Sarah Walters♦♦
Brandy Waltzer♦
Mackenzie Warmack♦
Laura Warren♦♦

Christi Watson♦
Morgan G. Watson♦♦
Morgan Watts

Laura Webb

Madeline Webster

Elizabeth Weibley

Stephanie Weinberg

Kristin Wells♦
Allison Welter♦
Cori Welty

Jenna Wengler

Melissa Whitney

Julie Whitney

Ashley Whittemore♦
Julie L Whitworth

Jessica Wical♦
Anne and David Williams♦♦
Alison Williams

Tallee Ryan Williams♦
Emily Williams♦♦
Nazley Wilson♦
Angie L Wing

Melissa Winner♦
Natalie Winslow

Fallon Niesen Winston

Liz Wolfe

Jennifer Wonder♦
Nicole Wong♦
Katie Wyatt♦♦
YourCause, LLC 

Camille Zutes♦♦
Jenna Zwald
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HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS  
PRESENTING SPONSOR

Publix Super Markets, Inc.♦

SILVER SPONSOR 

South Tampa Dermatology♦  

BRONZE SPONSOR

TECO Energy, an Emera  
    Company♦♦♦

GASPARILLA INVASION 
PARTY SPONSORS

COMMODORE

Jackson Dental

Mann Orthodontics  

FIRST MATE

Devonshire Custom Homes

Prudential Advisors,  
    Shanida De Gracia

DRAGON BOAT SPONSORS

PADDLES UP

White Claw

RACE PACE

Publix Supermarket  
    Charities♦
Tampa General Hospital

POWER 10

Bank of Ozarks

The Beck Group♦ 

Bush Ross, P.A.♦
Trigg, Catlett & Associates

LET IT RIDE

Elements Wellness Center  

Florida Blue Foundation♦
Keller Williams Tampa  
    Central

Palermo Real Estate  
    Professionals♦  

The Bar Method Tampa- 
    Westshore

Tomlin St. Cyr Real Estate  
    Services♦
JLT Active Boat

JLT Provisional Boat

JLT Sustainer Boat

IN-KIND DONORS

A Spice Above 

Amalie Arena

Bavaro's Pizza Napoletana  
    & Pastaria

Bent Twig Designs

Bloomsbury & Sloane Inc

Botanica International  
    Design Studio♦
Brittany Elise  
    Photography♦♦
Bubbly Bartique 

Clean Juice Bar

Collectables by Gay Lord

Creative Accents FL 

Dale Mabry Crossfit

Dwell Home Staging

ECHO Handmade

Epicurean Hotel  

Fig and Julep

Happy’s Home Center♦
HayLo Photography

Healthful Revolution

Hula Bay Club

Irish 31

Joe Photo Tampa♦♦♦
Judy's Gifts & Jewelry, LLC

Kendra Scott - Hyde Park  
    Village♦
Liz Anthony Nutrition

Local Boy Outfitters

Northwoods Quilt Company

Parties with Character -  
    Karrie Mueller and Laura  
    Byrnes♦
Penelope T - Nickie Smith

Pepin Distributing

Rejane Monetti Moda  
    Fitness

Rick Maupin Photography♦
Sassybadge

Sensory 5♦
Shader Productions

Shutterbooth Tampa –  
    Monique Turley♦
South Tampa Dermatology♦
Spa Evangeline

Stitchery by Stacy

Swami Juice

Teal Bliss Boutique

The Baby Boutique at Tate  
    and Tilly 

The Bar Method Tampa

Uniform Nametape, Inc. -  
    Avery and John  
    Colman♦♦
Old City Calligraphy 

Vintage Forever, LLC

Why Not Boutique/ Why  
    Tots Boutique

MEDIA SPONSORS

Beasley Media Group, Inc.♦
Tampa Bay Parenting  
    Magazine♦♦♦
Tampa Bay Metro♦♦
Tampa Bay Times♦♦
Weather Tite Windows♦

GRANTS

The Association of Junior  
    Leagues International, Inc.

The Frank E. Duckwall  
    Foundation, Inc. 

Google Adwords  
    advertising grant

Jabil♦
PWC

Rotary Club of Tampa  
    Foundation, Inc.

TD Bank N.A.

T. Rowe Price Foundation

Wal-Mart

MULTI-YEAR DONOR 
DESIGNATIONS

♦= 2–4 years at any level 
♦♦= 5–9 years at any level 
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any 
level

Donor listing as of 
March 10, 2018.  If you 
believe your name has 
been omitted in error, 
please contact the Fund 
Development Manager at  
funddevelopmentmanager@
jltampa.org.
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RUTH GIORDANO    
SARAH CASEY    
SUSAN BALDWIN    
CINDY HADLOW    
ANNE DEPURY

B A L DW IN
C A S E Y
REALTY  GROUP

813.875.3700

Join fellow JLT members for an evening of celebration!

MAY 17Save the date!

1910 N. OLA AVE. , TAMPA, FL 33602

The Junior League of Tampa will hold its 
ANNUAL DINNER at ARMATURE WORKS 

in Tampa's historic Tampa Heights neighborhood.
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A gift to the Commemorative Fund is a way to recognize a significant event in a Junior League 
of Tampa member's life — joining in her celebration or thinking of her in a time of sorrow. 
Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions.
• Honor someone's service to JLT. 
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one.

To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your donation inside  
(cash or check only) or scan the QR code to be taken directly to our online donation site  
(credit or debit card). All commemorative gifts support JLT's endowment. 

To learn more or to make a gift, visit jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts.
For questions, contact funddevelopmentmanager@jltampa.org.

Alexandra Graham, 
for winning 2017 Business 
Woman of the Year by The 
Tampa Bay Business Journal 
for the Retail/Hospitality 
category
 Courtney Bilyeu 

Karla Mastracchio, 
for her nomination as 2017 
Business Woman of the Year 
by The Tampa Bay Business 
Journal
 Kitty Forenza 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Fiona Gerrard 

 
Lauren Rehm, 
for earning UCF 2017 Class 
of 30 Under 30
 Brandy Waltzer 

Sarah Gogliormella, 
on her new job with 
DanoneWave Foods
 Fiona Gerrard  

Ginny Viet,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Courtney Bilyeu 

Sara Palmer,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Marie Hebbler 

Dori Marlin,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa Bay class 
of 2018
 Brandy Waltzer 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft  

Heather Robyak,  
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa Bay class 
of 2018
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft  

Carmelita Hui,  
on her promotion 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 

Caroline Vostrejs,  
on her new position as 
director of business 
development at The Beck 
Group
 Brandy Waltzer 
 Kitty Forenza 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 

Nicki Hall,  
on her new home
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Hannah Pothier 
 Jenny Spencer 

Jen Steele, 
on her promotion to Colonel 
in the U.S. Army
 Jenny Spencer 

Jenni Buckley,  
for being awarded Teacher of 
the Year at Mabry Elementary
 Jenny Spencer 

Kelley Miller,  
on her promotion to vice 
president of JPMorgan 
Chase
 Brandy Waltzer 

Jennifer Dutkowsky,  
on the opening of Why Tots 
Boutique
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Isabel Dewey 

Martini Gibbons,  
on her promotion at Trader 
Joe’s 
 Maggie McCleland 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Hannah Pothier 
 Isabel Dewey 

Allie Torrence,  
on her new home
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer

Caroline Vostrejs, 
for being accepted into the 
Leadership Tampa class of 
2018
 Brandy Waltzer

Monica Kirkland,  
for passing her CPA Exam
 Jenny Spencer

CONGRATULATIONS TO

This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts received Nov.15, 2017 through March 15, 2018.

BEST WISHES TO

Tricia Tindall,  
on her engagement to Heath 
Boucek
 Ashley Watters 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Caroline Foss 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Taylor Jones 
 Katie Cappy 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 

Amanda Lins,  
on her engagement to Ryan 
Chisell
 Alexis Dempsey 

Hannah Parker, 
on her engagement
 Lindsey Parks  
 Jenny Spencer 

Fiona Gerrard, 
on her engagement
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Allie Torrence 
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Schroder 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Brittany Anderson 
 Isabel Dewey

 Chloe Cullinan 
 Kate Caldarelli 

Kaylie Erickson, 
on her engagement
 Ashley Rector 

Kristina Granger,
on her marriage to Kyle 
Roberts
 Allie Torrence 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Sarah Walters 
 Maggie McCleland  

Kendra Lyman,  
on her marriage
 Margaret Cashill 

Meg Bock, 
on her marriage to Anthony 
Severino 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Amber McDonnell 

Dana Flesher,  
on her marriage to  
Keith Bacon
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft  

Alexis Shahnasarian,  
on her marriage to Yates 
Sayers
 Alexis Dempsey 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
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Justin Henry, 
son of Jessica Kendall 
Hornof
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Courtney Bilyeu 

Darcy,  
daughter of Margaret 
Cashill 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Courtney Bilyeu  
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 

Matthias John,  
son of Andrea Webb
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Courtney Bilyeu  

Cole Steven,  
son of Laura Capriati 
 Amber McDonnell 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 

 
Sadie Miles,
daughter of Lauren 
Strahan
 Taylor Jones 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Jenny Spencer 

 
Amelia Vann, 
daughter of Elise 
Szafranski
 Rebecca Towner 
 Lisa Primiani 

Amelia Rose,  
daughter of Allison Welter
 Allison Smedley 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Stephanie Haas 

William Jackson,  
son of Megan Rindone
 Kara Bernstein 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Dossie Marrone-Ward 

Veronica Kolby,  
daughter of Dossie 
Marone
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Meghan McGuire 

Oliver,  
son of Martini Gibbons
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Brandy Waltzer 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Jenny Schroder 
 Hannah Pothier 
 Isabel Dewey 

Caleb,  
son of Caitlin Hamlin 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Marie Hebbler 

William,  
son of Charya By 
Goldsmith
 Laurel Moynihan  

Adaline,  
daughter of Allison 
Stainton
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Brittany Anderson 

Camden,  
son of Brook Simmons
 Brandy Waltzer 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Brittany Anderson 

Sullivan,  
daughter of Erin Dye Lastra
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Kara Bernstein 
 Taylor Jones 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Brittany Anderson 
 Jenny Spencer 

Beckett Peter,  
son of Shelly Rumenik
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 

 

Annabelle Blue,  
daughter of Taylor Jones
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Brandy Waltzer 
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Allie Torrence 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Schroder 
 Brittany Anderson 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Isabel Dewey 

Preston,  
daughter of Kristina 
Roberts
 Allie Torrence 
 Maggie McCleland 

Elyse,  
daughter of Allison Dye 
Kerrigan
 Stephanie Haas 
 Shannon Tompkins 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Taylor Jones 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Brittany Anderson 
 Jenny Spencer

Maile, 
daughter of Kealoha 
Deutsch
 Lindsey Parks 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Jenny Spencer 
 Chloe Cullinan 

Olivia, 
daughter of Mandy 
Valenti
 Brittany Anderson 

Jocelyn, 
daughter of Jacqueline 
Sheppard 
 Brittany Anderson 

Marlee, 
daughter of Kat Molinari 
 Brittany Anderson 

James, 
son of Jennifer Kimball
 Brittany Anderson 

Camden, 
son of Brook Simmons
 Brittany Anderson 

Lillian,  
daughter of Kristen Wenk
 Taylor Jones

Clara Mae,  
daughter of Alicia Moon
 Meghan McGuire

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF

Stephanie Olivo-
Schulte’s husband 
 Courtney Bilyeu 

Heather Walsh’s father 
Donald Phillips 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Leslie Hodz 

 
Jean Divers
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Jenny Spencer 

Marysue Mathews' 
mother
 Kitty Forenza 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Brandy Waltzer 
 Amber McDonnell
 Rebecca Towner 

Madeline Morris’ 
grandfather
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Chloe Cullinan 
 Isabel Dewey

Dorothy “Dickie” 
Rollins Carefoot 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Allie Torrence 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Spencer   

Anna Marie Otero’s 
grandfather
 Laurel Moynihan 

Kimberly Bryce’s father
 Laurel Moynihan  

Carmen Sink
 Samantha Grant 

Jenny Spencer’s 
grandfather
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Kate Caldarelli 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Ginny Garcia 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Marie Hebbler 
 Jenny Schroder 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Taylor Jones 

Allison Welter’s father, 
Andrew Bladon 
 Ashley Watters 

IN MEMORY OF

"The purpose of life is to live it, to taste experience to 
the utmost, to reach out eagerly and without fear for 
newer and richer experience."  — Eleanor Roosevelt
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The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund 
Leaving a Legacy ... Sustaining Our Service

The Endowment Fund was established in 2006 in partnership with The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. 
The fund ensures fiscal stability for The Junior League of Tampa, allowing members to focus on the League’s 
mission independent of the state of the economy or the size of membership. A strong endowment fund will 
ensure a revenue stream that will augment, but not replace, annual fundraising revenue generated through 
individuals, events, grants, corporate sponsorships and membership dues. This provides the opportunity 
to pursue new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating an additional financial 
hardship for JLT or its members. Commemorative gifts support the Endowment Fund.

The Junior League of Tampa considers it an honor to be designated as a beneficiary 
of an estate or foundation. We regard this type of planned giving highly and recognize 
donors through membership in The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society.

The program allows you to leave your legacy in our community by supporting the 
future of the League and its members.

90th Anniversary Endowment Donors

90TH LEGACY FOUNDER 
Don and Campbell Burton
Betsy and Drew Graham

90TH SUSTAINING FOUNDER 
Suzanne and Evan Brownstein
Stacy Carlson
Solon F. O’Neal, Jr., in memory of Sherrill Bell O’Neal

90TH FOUNDER
The Dutkowsky Charitable Foundation
Laura Everitt
Dr. Michael and Ginny Garcia
Mark and Suzy Mendelson

90TH SPONSOR
The Ambersley Family Foundation/The Kamm Family
The Beck Group
Kate Caldarelli
Katie and Ryan Cappy
Tara and Whalen Clark
Cindy and Tony Coney
Marie Hebbler
Nicole and Matt Hubbard
Melissa and Phil Nodhturft
Dada Pittman
Jenny and Peter Spencer
2015-2016 Inaugural Management Council
2015-2016 Leadership Council, in honor of Stacy Carlson

90TH CONTRIBUTOR
Fran Dupuis
Tom and Andrea Layne
Marysue and Jim Mathews
Gianni O’Connor
Ginny Veit
Caroline Vostrejs

90TH SUPPORTER
Mildred Lewis, in honor of Alden Lewis Sollner, Lisl Unterholzner,  
     Gloria Johnston Sparkman, and Anne Wilson King
Selena Ward
2015-2016 Endowment Committee

The Founder’s Circle  
Endowment Donors

LEGACY FOUNDERS
The Junior League of Tampa
Campbell and Don Burton
The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS
Betsy and Drew Graham
Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, in memory of Kenneth Charles Kane

FOUNDERS
Heather and Bennett Barrow
Allison and Adam Burden, in memory of Sandee Simpson
Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes
Laurie Ann Burton
Stacy Carlson
Pat and Calvin Carter
Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.
Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers
First Citrus Bank, in honor of Jessica Kendall
Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III
Jenay and Kevin Iurato
Helen Kerr
Ann Sells and David Miller
Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana
Terri D. Parnell
Mary, David and Abigail Persky
Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley
Lavinia Witt Touchton, in memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

Donor List as of March 10, 2018. Donations less than $250 
are recognized through the Commemorative Fund.

THAN K YOU TO OU R I NAUG U RAL 

M E M B E R OF TH E 1926 SOCI ETY, 

MARTHA SALE FE R MAN.



What is a 
Luminary?

A person who inspires 
or influences others, and 
who is prominent in a 

particular sphere.

The Junior League of Tampa’s annual awards program The Luminaries will honor Mary Lynn Ulrey, Rosemary 
Henderson and T. Terrell Sessums in 2018.

In keeping with JLT’s commitment to leadership and involvement, The Luminaries recognizes these 
individuals for their contribution to the Tampa Bay community, as well as for their impactful and ongoing 
leadership, empowerment, advocacy and distinction within their respective areas of service.  

by ALEX PALERMO

THE 2018 LUMINARIES HONOREES EMBODY LEADERSHIP, EMPOWERMENT AND ADVOCACY

A JLT Sustainer, Ulrey was 
born in Tampa and raised 
in Dade City. She is CEO 
of DACCO, a behavioral 
health services provider. 
On a regular basis, Ulrey 
travels to Tallahassee to 
educate Florida's legislators 
on issues in the field. 

Henderson, born and raised in Winona, 
Miss., is a painter and the owner of 
Rosemary’s Southern Cakes in Tampa. 
A past JLT President, Henderson also 
is a founding member of Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church. She dedicates her 
time and service to causes that seek 
to end racism, to promote equality and 
increase diversity. 

Sessums, a Florida native, served in the 
Florida House of Representatives from 
1963 to 1974. He helped rewrite the Florida 
Constitution in 1968 and served as Speaker 
of the House from 1972 to 1974. He also 
has been a trustee for the University of 
South Florida’s foundation as well as for The 
University of Tampa and Florida Southern 
College. His rich past includes service in the 
U.S. Air Force and in education.

JLT, in partnership with WEDU PBS, invites all members of the community to join them in applauding these 
individuals at the 2018 Luminaries luncheon at the Bryan Glazer Family JCC on Friday, May 11.

The 2017 Luminaries honorees—The Honorable Betty Castor, The Honorable Judge Katherine Essrig and 
J. Thomas Touchton—were presented their awards at a showcase event in May of that year. 

Their inspiring and vivid stories were shared and preserved in a WEDU PBS broadcast, 
as well as in a permanent collection of the digital biographies of all past Luminaries 
honorees located at the Tampa Bay History Center.

For more information regarding the 2018 Luminaries, including ticket  
purchase or to learn about sponsorship opportunities, please visit  
jltampa.org/luminaries, or contact Luminaries Co-chairs  
Sarah Martisek and Jessica Stravino at luminaries@JLTampa.org. 

Mary Lynn 
Ulrey

Rosemary 
Henderson

T. Terrell 
Sessums

ALEX PALERMO
Originally from Niceville, Florida, Alex is corporate counsel at Syniverse Technologies.  

She and husband Anthony have a daughter named Rory. In her free time, Alex loves spending  
time with them as well as boating, running, working out, reading and binge watching episodes of Friends. 49
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WHO'S WHO IN THE LEAGUE

Lisa Andrews, SUSTA INER

A graduate of Southern Methodist University, Lisa Andrews joined 
The Junior League of Tampa as a transfer from The Junior League of 
Clearwater-Dunedin. She served as President during the 2003-2004 
League year, the last year of the Trinkets & Treasures Thrift Sale, 
Holiday Gift Market’s predecessor. After her presidency, she set about 
discovering a new passion. Drawing on her League experience, she 
changed careers—from travel management to nonprofit. Today she is 
a regional director for the Make-A-Wish Foundation in Florida. Every 
14 hours, her chapter grants a wish to a child diagnosed with a life-
threatening medical condition. As a Sustainer, she most enjoys going to 

HGM, attending Sustainer events and reading The Sandspur. She gets together with 
a group of fellow Sustainers to support various charities. Andrews is married with 
two daughters and a son. Her niece and cousin are Provisionals this year. "I always 
say try everything, since we are a training organization," she said. "It’s such a great 
opportunity to step outside your comfort zone." 

Julia Martinez, ACTIVE

A JLT Active since 2010, Julia Martinez will complete her fifth Girl 
Power! Committee placement this year as Chair. "It’s been outstanding," 
Martinez said, "one of those experiences where you give back to the 
community, and you feel like you get as much as you give." Born in New 
York City, Martinez moved to Tampa at age five. She graduated from The 
University of Tampa, moved back to New York City, and returned to Tampa 
after about 10 years. She has a large extended family in the local area, 
including many cousins. After she became acquainted with the League 
through mutual friends, she decided it would be a good experience. "My 
parents have promoted volunteering since I was little," she said. "This 

would be a good way to meet people and to volunteer." A biology major at UT, Martinez 
worked in sales and later contract negotiations in New York City. Today she does 
contract and compliance management for a data networking company. She also sits on 
the UT Board of Counselors, a group that organizes events and raises funds for UT. In 
her free time, she enjoys "anything that involves music," ranging from country to rock 
and everything in between.

by MARGARET CASHILL



Meet a few of our fabulous members who not only share their passion for 
volunteering their time and talent with the League, but also find time to have exciting 
family and professional lives and interesting life experiences.

Kathryn Crowe, ACTIVE 

A second-year Active, Kathryn Crowe chairs Kids in the Kitchen, 
following a year as Site Coordinator for the committee. Crowe grew up 
in Austin, Texas, where her mother was a member of The Junior League 
of Austin. She often accompanied her mother on volunteer shifts at the 
League’s resale shop as well as A Christmas Affair, its largest fundraiser. 
She studied political science at Auburn University, relocated to Tampa 
in 2013, and today works as a Realtor with Cornerstone Properties 
International, based in Tampa. "I love to serve others and that’s why I was 
drawn to real estate," she said. "I love being able to connect with clients 
and see what their needs are in terms of housing." In their free time, 

she and her boyfriend enjoy exploring Tampa's neighborhoods with her dog Boomer. 
One of her favorite aspects of JLT is the connection it provides to so many inspiring 
women. "Walking into a General Membership Meeting, knowing people and feeling that 
connection—you feel welcome, plugged in and in the loop."  

Samantha McCan, PROVISIONAL

Provisional Samantha McCan brings valuable perspective to JLT. Born and 
raised in Winter Haven, she was adopted at age 14 by a family in Altamonte 
Springs. The experience helps her relate to children she meets through her 
Kids in the Kitchen Provisional training project. "I know that they are young 
and going through something," she said. "I can talk to them and still treat 
them like a kid but know they're mature. I’m able to connect with them." 
McCan said she has enjoyed her Provisional year and is enthusiastic about 
the opportunities for enrichment available through the League’s various 
committees. McCan graduated from the University of South Florida with 
a degree in anthropology. She is a manager at Enterprise Rent-A-Car at 

Tampa International Airport. In her free time, she enjoys running, canoeing, kayaking and 
visiting the mountains. Her family has traveled to the Great Smoky Mountains in Tennessee 
numerous times. She joined the League upon the advice of her sister, Active Kendra Lyman. 
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MARGARET CASHILL
An Active member of JLT since 2011, Margaret works in marketing communications. She lives in South Tampa with 

her husband and two daughters. In her free time, Margaret enjoys reading, listening to audiobooks and working out.
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Join the conversation! Tag your social 

media images with #myJLT to share 

your League experiences.



Read about our great community projects, 
interesting membership, fabulous donors and 
issues affecting the Tampa community. 
jltampa.org/sandspur

Keep your finger on the pulse of the League. 
jltampa.org

Learn about our impact in the community. 
jltampa.org/community

Enjoy some "face time." 
facebook.com/
TheJuniorLeagueofTampa

Follow us on Twitter. 
@JLTampa  
@JLTpresident

Support our community projects. 
jltampa.org/support

Access cookbooks and other League 
merchandise. 
jltampa.org/jlt-culinary-collection-
cookbooks

This and every edition of The 
Sandspur this year highlights The 
Junior League of Tampa's social 
media channels and web presence. 
We encourage members to join the 
conversation by linking up with us on 
social. Share your favorite League 
pictures using the hashtag #myJLT. 
You can also access the latest 
Sandspur online. We look forward to 
connecting with you!
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QUANTIFYING 
OUR IMPACT
As the Junior League of Tampa approaches the 
conclusion of the League year, the hard work and 
dedication of our members continue to remind us of our 
power to make a difference in the community. These 
statistics represent the accomplishments of several 
committees from November through February.

4,244  
BAGS PACKED AND  
DISTRIBUTED TO  
305 FAMILIES

758 
BAGS PACKED 

10,039  
WEBSITE PAGE VIEWS 

8,421 
UNIQUE PAGE VIEWS 
(for the month of February)

COMMITTEE: FOODS 4 KIDS

COMMITTEE: LOVE BUNDLES

COMMITTEE: PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING

CONNECT 
WITH US

The contents of each bag distributed to a family can feed 
more than one child. Often it feeds the family. 

This year, the committee has 
provided food items as well as a 
la carte care items such as diapers, wipes and 
pacifiers for the smallest children.



ASHLEY SULLIVAN        TIE MUDGE!

Photo courtesy of Jose Villa Photography
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U South Tampa
Medical Aesthetic Boutique

Botox/Dysport   |    Ultherapy   |    Microneedling   |    Skin Care   |    Fillers   |    Kybella   |    Threads


