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EDITOR'S LET TER

INSPIRED

and

EMPOWERED
As we begin a new League year, The Junior League of Tampa continues to grow
and embrace the diversity of our Membership and our community. With many
exciting changes, from updates and renovations to our Headquarters building, to
expanding League initiatives and community outreach, this year promises to be
one of our best yet!
In particular, I look forward to working with our 2018-2019 President, Isabel
Dewey, and our JLT leadership to share, promote and celebrate the League’s
exciting public affairs initiatives for this year. With the midterm election season in
full swing, the notion of public service is at the front of the public’s collective mind.
The inherently contentious political climate is frustrating for many of us, and it
can be overwhelming to navigate seemingly infinite subjects of public debate and
concern. Of course, many of these issues coincide with the League’s core areas
of nonpartisan focus, such as child welfare, poverty and women’s rights.
The Junior League of Tampa’s unwavering commitment to community impact and
empowerment is an inspiring reminder that we can meaningfully help others and,
in doing so, can strengthen our own skills as women and leaders.
In this issue, you will meet three renowned women in the Tampa Bay area who
embody the quintessential traits of leadership and empowerment. Each with her
own unique path to success, they have graciously shared with us their stories,
insights and advice for professional and personal fulfillment.
As the Tampa Bay region continues to develop and establish its national presence,
I am proud that The Junior League of Tampa remains committed not only to
voluntarism and outreach, but also to the advancement of its Membership and all
others we serve. As women committed to empowering ourselves and others, we
can be a voice not only for other women, but for children, families and all other
unique cross-sections of our community.

Kendra Lyman
Editor
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OUR MISSION
Founded in 1926, The Junior League of Tampa,
Inc., is an organization of 1,900 women committed
to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential
of women and improving communities through
effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.
Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.
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As a student of the social sciences, I have always found the role
of women fascinating. We are the center of our communities,
families and culture. We have the power to lead, to comfort,
to protect and to nurture. At a recent family reunion, stories of
family members raising the children of others during the Cuban
Revolution highlighted what we do–we see the need, we step
up and we keep moving forward, even if the circumstances are
less than ideal. We see it as an extension of ourselves, not as a burden. This is the
power of women.
As the leader of a women’s organization, I am amazed daily by our members and
women who are carrying the torch in Tampa Bay. The Junior League of Tampa
members are driving community change, working together and building each other
up, all while doing so in their free time as they balance careers, relationships and
obligations. Our Sustaining members are inspirational with the influence they assert
as the leaders in business, nonprofits and volunteer organizations. I am moved by our
Active members who work tirelessly to improve child welfare and education in Tampa
Bay while developing their own full potential.

BEHIND THE BALUSTRADES

Empowered
Women
Empower
Women

Our members are mirroring what is going on in our country. In the same decade that
has women ‘leaning in’ and being brave enough to share their personal stories of
discrimination, I am motivated by our leaders driving policy, educating each other and
making an impact through our volunteer projects.
We need to change the perception that motivated and assertive women are selfish
and have ulterior motives. I see the contrary every single day. I am proud to represent
2,000 powerful women. This issue of The Sandspur showcases both The Junior
League of Tampa and community leaders who are living our mission to ‘develop the
potential of women and improve communities.’ I know that you will be as inspired as I
am that the power of women is undeniable and changing Tampa Bay for the better.
Yours in Service,

Isabel Dewey
President, 2018-2019

www.jltampa.org | 9

10 | Fall 2018

LETTERS TO THE LEAGUE
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The Power of Women
How Three Tampa
Leaders are Making
a Difference
by MAREN AUXIER

It is an exciting time to live in the Tampa Bay
region as the area continues to improve and
offer new experiences for residents and
visitors alike. Tampa’s ongoing growth and
development also coincide with reinvigorated
attention nationwide to women’s rights and
empowerment. In this ever-changing landscape,
both accomplished and aspiring women
throughout our community play a critical role in
Tampa’s thriving professional sphere, and their
community leadership continues to inspire and
facilitate the growth and success that attracts
others to Tampa from all over the nation.
I recently had the pleasure of sitting down
with three women whose impressive
accomplishments and current roles make
them true pillars of the Tampa community.
They have graciously shared their insights,
experiences, and inspiring initiatives on issues
affecting women in the professional world and
particularly in the Tampa Bay area.
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MAREN AUXIER
Maren works in PR and marketing in the healthcare space. She obtained a degree in Creative Writing from Eckerd
College, which is what brought her down to sunny Florida from her home state of Michigan. In her spare time,
Maren enjoys exercising, traveling and spending time with her fiancé, friends and family.

K AT H L EEN S H A N A H A N:
CEO, Turtle & Hughes;
former Chief of Staff for Dick Cheney
and Jeb Bush
Kathleen Shanahan is a prominent Tampa businesswoman, as well as
a Sustaining member of The Junior League of Tampa. She is Co-CEO
of Turtle & Hughes, one of the nation’s largest independent electrical
distributors, and she previously served as the Chief of Staff for both Florida Governor Jeb Bush
and for Vice President-elect Dick Cheney, as well as Special Assistant to then-Vice President
George H.W. Bush. Kathleen’s prior service also includes positions as Chair of Florida’s State
Board of Education, board member of the Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority (HART),
and board member of Tampa General Hospital.
Greatest Accomplishment
While it is difficult to select one in particular, Kathleen is proud of her ability and success in
transferring her skillset from working in politics to business. She was not initially sure that she could
accomplish that transition, and she now encourages others to find ways to utilize skills acquired in
one’s current roles to create new opportunities.
In her current position, Kathleen appreciates the ability and opportunity to apply her past political
experience toward meaningful community impact by actively participating in public policy matters,
while also maintaining focus on business development and employee growth as her professional
livelihood.
Impacting the Community
During her tenure as Chair of Florida's State Board of Education, Kathleen was particularly
impressed with the commitment and advocacy of women and mothers statewide in their efforts
to ensure that their children have access to the best education and resources Florida can offer. "I
saw such passion, drive and focus on behalf of their children," she said. "It was motivating to stay
involved."
Advancing One’s Career
"If you can run a carpool, you can run a business." Kathleen believes that women in particular often
resign themselves to the fallacy that they do not have the requisite skills to tackle a certain job, role
or other challenge simply because they may lack prior experience. Rather than dwelling on what a
person has not done or accomplished in the past, she recommends focusing on what one has done
(such as running a carpool!) and how those skills and experience could be utilized as part of a new
opportunity.
Kathleen also advises women to emphasize the importance and value of networking, as well
as finding a mentor and being a mentor for others. "Your network inside and outside of your
organization can help you."
The Workplace Environment for Women
Kathleen believes that the recent "Me Too" and "Time's Up" cultural movements have helped spur
improvements in the workplace environment for women. However, the progress has been relatively
minimal in many contexts, and there is still significant room for improvement.
Balancing Work and Home
"I really work at it. I [am] a big believer in taking time off, working out, setting down technology and
making time to unload," she said. Kathleen added that she has always has her best ideas when
out riding a bike or going for a hike, with a firm belief that clearing one’s head creates space for
creativity and new ideas.
Traits of Great Leaders
Kathleen offers three traits of a great leader: a good sense of humor, the ability to work hard, and
being a good listener.
Recommended Reading
Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin
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L A KS H M I S H EN OY:
CEO, Embarc Collective
(formerly Tampa Bay Innovation Hub)
Lakshmi Shenoy is a recent transplant to the Tampa Bay area and is the CEO
of Embarc Collective, formerly known as the Tampa Bay Innovation Hub.
Embarc Collective strives to make Tampa Bay a prime destination for diverse
startup talent. Before moving to Tampa, Lakshmi lived in Chicago and served
as the Vice President of Strategy & Business Development at 1871, the top university-affiliated business
incubator in the world. Prior to 1871, Lakshmi focused on growth strategies for a variety of businesses
through previous roles at Prophet Brand Strategy, Time Inc., Procter & Gamble, and Leo Burnett. She
earned a Bachelor of Arts in sociology from the University of Chicago, and a Masters of Business
Administration from Harvard Business School. Lakshmi was recently recognized in 2017 as one of
Chicago’s "20 Rising Brand Stars" by Ad Age.
Greatest Accomplishment
While working at 1871, Lakshmi had the opportunity to be a part of a group called WiSTEM, a 12-week
program that supports women founders. The program helped give women access to capital, customers and
technology talent.
The model was recognized across the country, and the companies that sprung from it are some of the most
inspiring organizations Lakshmi has had the opportunity to work with. "I was really proud to know that I was
a part of building the foundation of this network of women supporting women, and I think this is something
the women in the Junior League can relate to."
Impacting the Community
Lakshmi moved to the Tampa Bay area to take on her role as CEO of Embarc Collective, an organization
committed to making Tampa a prime destination for diverse startup talent. She hopes to meaningfully
impact the community, both personally and professionally, by making Tampa a central "landing zone" for
entrepreneurs and startups nationwide.
As part of this initiative, Lakshmi and her team are creating a deliberate space where startups can grow
and thrive. "When you create that physical hub, you are able to create a sense of energy, because you are
putting a lot of really amazing activity into a single place," she said. "That is what creates a buzz."
Advancing One’s Career
Do not get left out of important conversations, or else decisions will be made for you instead of by you. "You've
got to be in the room where it happens," she said. Importantly, you cannot always wait to be invited into the
conversation. "It is about showing up, speaking up and making the most impact," she added.
The Workplace Environment for Women
Lakshmi believes there is still a long way to go for women in the professional world, although she is glad to
note a recent upward trend of women in senior leadership roles.
She also believes that, when possible, women should do their best to make those senior leadership
positions work better for other women. "We should incorporate more flexibility into jobs so that smart
women who are perfect for leadership roles do not have to opt out of the workforce because they are
juggling work and family obligations." She also adds that women need to advocate for each other and
highlight one another's strengths and abilities.
Balancing Work and Home
Lakshmi focuses on integrating her work and life rather than finding a balance between the two. "I try to be
kind and patient with myself when different dimensions of my life take priority," she said.
Traits of Great Leaders
Lakshmi believes that a great leader should possess integrity, should operate with the long view, and
should put one’s team and customers before oneself.
Recommended Reading
Feminist Fight Club: An Office Survival Manual for a Sexist Workplace by Jessica Bennett
Skimm’d from the Couch by theSkimm (podcast)
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N A NCY TOW ER:
CEO, TECO

Nancy Tower is President and CEO of Tampa Electric Co. (TECO) and recently
relocated to the Tampa Bay area with her family. She previously served as Chief
Corporate Development Officer for Emera, where she focused on mergers and
acquisitions and the advancement of strategic growth projects in the areas of
electric and gas transmission and generation. Nancy has held numerous other
senior roles for other major companies, including positions as controller, vice
president of customer operations and chief financial officer. Nancy is also a 2011
recipient of Canada’s Most Powerful Women: Top 100 Award.
Greatest Accomplishment
Nancy is most proud of raising her three children. "There are lots of times when you
are working really hard and your children are young and you are traveling, and you are
wondering how it’s all going to turn out," she said. "I am very close with my children,
and they are all doing well. They are my greatest accomplishment."
Impacting the Community
Nancy has historically been highly involved in the communities in which she has lived,
and her past service includes chairing the United Way campaign for several years.
She looks forward to many opportunities she has on the horizon to get more involved
in the Tampa Bay area through TECO and other voluntarism efforts as she settles into
the community.
Advancing One’s Career
Nancy encourages both men and women to be curious and always learning. "It is
important to manage your career," she says. "Look for opportunities through the
lens of, am I going to learn something that is going to advance my career, learn the
business and grow?"
"I think it is important to put your hand up and say, 'I'd like that role,'" she added. She
stresses the importance of being proactive in going for the job or position that you
want, and being confident in your ability to do it. This does not mean that a person
needs to know it all, but she should trust that she knows enough.
The Workplace Environment for Women
Although Nancy notes that our society still has a way to go, she considers herself
fortunate to have worked in organizations with multiple women in leadership and other
senior positions.
Balancing Work and Home
Nancy believes it is important to find time for oneself, and she particularly enjoys
waking up early in the morning and going for a run with girlfriends.
"Whatever job I was in did not define me," she said. "For me the most important thing
was family and friends."
Traits of Great Leaders
Nancy lists three guidelines for a great leader: do not have a big ego, effectuate
direct and clear communication, and practice humility and respect for others.
Recommended Reading
Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to Lead by Sheryl Sandberg
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HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET: A TAMPA WONDERL AND
by ELIZABETH WEIBLEY
With the start of a new League year, the
countdown to The Junior League of Tampa
Holiday Gift Market Presented by Publix (HGM)
has begun. With an inspired vision to combine
favorite HGM traditions with new features to offer
an even better shopping experience, the HGM
Committee has been hard at work to make this
year’s event the best yet!
The theme for the 2018 HGM, which will be
held November 8-11, is “Tampa Wonderland,”
and the Arrangements Committee, led by Taylor
Traviesa, is spearheading a beautiful new color
scheme and revamped decor. Attendees will also
enjoy this year’s new valet parking and package
assistance to make the HGM experience even
more enjoyable. Along with these improvements
comes exciting new programming including two
new events: Mimosa Sip n Shop and Holiday Gift
Market Tea Lounge. The Mimosa Sip n Shop
event is a private, ticketed experience that will be
held on Saturday, offering mimosas and one hour
of exclusive shopping before HGM opens to the
public that day. The new Holiday Gift Market Tea
Lounge, featured on Saturday and Sunday, will
offer a special area where guests can enjoy hot
or iced tea, finger sandwiches, and cakes. Each of
these new events will provide attendees with more
ways to spend time with friends, relax and enjoy
the shopping experience, and even plan a special
date night!

eye-catching, decorated tree will incorporate an
ornament pull, encouraging shoppers to purchase
tickets to select ornaments from the tree, each of
which will offer an item of value donated by HGM
merchants and local businesses. For the youngest
guests, JLT is partnering with the Glazer Children's
Museum to bring the museum’s Imagination
Playground to HGM. This area will offer an exciting
indoor playground near the Mother's Nook,
allowing parents to enjoy well-earned shopping
breaks as they watch their little ones play and
explore.
JLT is also excited to offer—for the first time—
sponsorships for individual HGM programs and
events. HGM has secured more than $60,000 in
corporate sponsorships thus far. JLT is proud to
once again partner with its presenting sponsor,
Publix, along with other corporate sponsors
including Kendra Scott, The Florida Cattlewoman,
Valley National, TECO, Bonati Spine Institute,
Tropical Smoothie Café, South Tampa Kids Dental
Krewe, The Pink Palm, All Children’s Hospital and
U South Tampa. The Holiday Gift Market plays a
critical role in funding the League’s mission, and
all proceeds from the Market directly support the
community projects that drive our organization.
The Junior League of Tampa’s 2018 Holiday Gift
Market is shaping up to be a WONDERful time, so
be sure to get your tickets—on sale now!

In addition to these new events, this year’s
Market will also replace the traditional Enchanted
Forest with an exciting new Giving Tree. This

ELIZABETH WEIBLEY
Elizabeth first joined JLT in 2017, and this is her first year as an Active member. By day she is a Financial Aid
Administrator at the University of South Florida, and by night she is a Disney-obsessed, dog-cuddling bookworm.
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•Competitive Athletics
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•Global Studies
•Community Service
•Exciting Enrichment Opportunities

Please join Admission Information Night
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Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade
2101 S. Hubert Avenue, Tampa (813) 258-5508

UP TO
25% OFF
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COME SEE US AT THE
Join the conversation! Tag your social
media images with #myJLTampa to
share your League experiences.
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by SAM LITRICO
The Junior League of Tampa is comprised of
passionate and devoted members, united by a shared
mission to serve, and all with unique backgrounds,
talents, perspectives and challenges. In light of reenergized initiatives for Diversity and Inclusion within
the League, JLT is particularly excited for this year’s
significant renovations and improvements to the JLT
Headquarters building. Headquarters last underwent
major renovations more than thirty (30) years ago,
and JLT leadership is confident that these exciting
updates will improve accessibility and enjoyment by
all members and guests.
As a critical part of the League’s ongoing efforts
to foster acceptance and inclusion among its
Membership, the updates to the Headquarters
building will better serve and support members-including those who may need physical
accommodations. Importantly, many of the
renovations will significantly improve the building’s
compliance with the national ADA Standards for

Accessible Design. Specific enhancements include:
• An exterior keypad at the existing accessible
entrance on the east side of the building (next to
the reserved disabled parking space)
• Removal of the workroom door to permit easier
entry and exit
• Improvements to the overall flow and accessibility
of rooms, walkways and other building spaces
In addition to modifications for improved accessibility,
the Headquarters building is also undergoing a
“facelift” to update and modernize the building’s
overall aesthetic. Along with fresh paint and new
flooring throughout the building, the foyer, front office
and boardroom are being updated with new furniture
and decor. With renovations completed in early fall,
members will be able to enjoy these long-awaited
upgrades throughout this League year and beyond.

SAM LITRICO
Samantha is a first-year Active member of JLT as Advertising Coordinator for The Sandspur. She graduated
from St. Leo University with a degree in psychology and marketing, and she currently works as a training
and development manager. Samantha is passionate about public speaking, writing and volunteering. She
loves being a part of the League and the many opportunities it provides to serve in the community.
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CANDIDATES
FOR CHANGE
by BRIDGET ABBAS

This year’s midterm election season is poised to bring
significant change to political landscapes across the
United States, including Florida and the Tampa Bay
community. At the state level, Florida voters will decide
on proposed revisions to the Florida State Constitution
and will elect a new Governor, a U.S. Senator,
U.S. Representatives, an Attorney General and a
Commissioner of Agriculture. In local elections, voters
in the Tampa Bay community will also fill numerous
county commission and school board seats.

A COMMUNITY EFFORT
As part of its core mission to serve and empower
our local community, The Junior League of Tampa
is committed to improving access, information, and
interest among local voters through nonpartisan
efforts and initiatives in line with other JLT goals
and values. Over the past year, JLT President
Isabel Dewey spearheaded new and reinvigorated
League efforts to facilitate and encourage local
voter education and participation. Dewey initially
coordinated an impressive meeting between
numerous organizations that share many of the
League’s nonpartisan, community-interest goals and
priorities, including the local chapter of Jack & Jill
America as well as Parent Teacher Associations and
other professional organizations. Representatives
of these organizations created a catchy slogan—
Activate813—to identify and celebrate their voter
mobilization efforts. As one of its initial efforts, the
League conducted a successful voter registration

20 | Fall 2018

drive earlier this year. Inspired by the Tiger Bay
Club, a nonpartisan political forum that hosts regular
meetings with political candidates, and with the
support of other Activate813 organizations, JLT
organized and hosted a Candidate Forum, which was
held at JLT Headquarters on September 13th.

WHAT IS A CANDIDATE FORUM?
A candidate forum provides an opportunity for
valuable discourse between local candidates and
community members. These events are open to the
public and encourage all members of the community
to meet and learn more about the individuals running
to represent them in various elected capacities.
Local candidates invited to these forums typically
embrace the opportunity to explain their respective
positions on important issues pertaining specifically
to the group(s) hosting the forum as well as the
community at large.

JLT’S ROLE
JLT’s Candidate Forum was organized by the Public
Affairs Committee, an inspiring group of League
members with extensive advocacy experience. In
order to facilitate efforts at both state and the local
levels, JLT appointed two Co-Chairs for this year's
Committee: Maggie McCleland, focusing on local
public affairs, and Melanie Brown, focusing on
state-level elections and related issues. Through its
coordinated and deliberate efforts at both local and
state levels, McCleland says the Committee aims
to "create a meaningful engagement between our
members, the community and our representatives."
The Candidate Forum was open to the public and
facilitated valuable discourse between attendees
and candidates on critical issues such as public
safety, gun control, human trafficking and education.
Through meaningful participation, attendees not
only listened and learned, but also shared their own
important thoughts and insights with the candidates.
JLT’s Candidate Forum and other similar initiatives
will help members “talk the talk and walk the walk,”
says McCleland. Through ongoing efforts to empower
our community, the League hopes to encourage
all eligible voters to be informed and to actively
participate in upcoming elections.
Information on the proposed constitutional revisions
can be found at flcrc.gov.
To register to vote or find voter-related information,
visit the Hillsborough County Supervisor of Elections
website at votehillsborough.org.

BRIDGET ABBAS
Bridget is a fifth-year Active member of JLT and a veteran educator. She is passionate about teaching
her middle school students to read, write and think critically about the world around them. When not
teaching, Bridget also serves on the boards of several nonprofit educational organizations.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO AMBER NICOLE PHOTOGRAPHY FOR CAPTURING THESE
PHOTOS OF THE 2018-2019 EXECUTIVE BOARD AND MANAGEMENT COUNCIL!
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2018-2019
Executive Board
Meet The Junior League of Tampa’s 2018-2019 Executive Board!
Bringing years of diverse and exciting experience to their
positions, these women look forward to leading the League
through another successful year of service and impact.

LAUREN CROMER
Lauren is a fifth-year Active and Tampa native. She holds a psychology degree from the University of
Florida and a master’s in Rehabilitation & Mental Health Counseling from the University of South Florida, and
is dual licensed as a mental health counselor and a marriage and family therapist. Lauren enjoys spending
time with her fiancée and step-daughter, going to concerts and trying new restaurants.
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Isa bel Dominicis Dew ey
Pr esident
Born in Spain to Cuban parents, Isabel Dewey
grew up as the youngest of seven siblings in
Satellite Beach, FL. She was the first woman in
her family to go away to college when she left for
the Honors Program at Florida State University,
where she graduated summa cum laude in three
and a half years. From there, she continued her
studies and earned a master’s degree in Public
Policy from the University of Chicago.
Isabel was hired out of Chicago by IBM, where
she has had a 17-year consulting career ranging
from business process redesign for clients to
developing and implementing human resource
strategy inside the Global Business Services
division. She has enjoyed leveraging both her
interest in improving communities and business
acumen to shape the direction of The Junior
League of Tampa.
Isabel’s Junior League career also started 17
years ago. As a newly married military spouse, she
joined the Junior League of Las Vegas. Three
years later the Deweys moved to Hurlburt Field,
Florida, where Isabel transferred to the Junior
League of the Emerald Coast. When John Dewey,
Isabel’s high school sweetheart and husband,
separated from the Air Force in 2007, the
Deweys settled in Tampa to raise their three sons
Evan(13), Daniel (11) and Gabriel (8).

"A good lea der inspir es
people to h av e
confidence in the lea der .
A gr eat lea der inspir es
people to h av e
confidence in themselv es."
– Ele a nor Roose v elt,
J u nior Le agu e of Ne w Yor k

During her time with JLT, Isabel has chaired the
Training Committee and Kids Connect Committee
and has also served on the Nominating
Committee. However, she has spent the majority
of her time doing what she loves most—and that is
in the policy realm. Isabel has chaired the Public
Affairs Committee four times and led all of the
Junior Leagues of Florida as the State Public
Affairs Committee Chair. In 2016, Isabel was
honored as the "Inspiring Leader of the Year,"
the highest recognition for an Active member.
Outside of the Junior League, Isabel sits on the
Hillsborough County Children’s Services Advisory
Board, the State Attorney’s Community Council
and is a Cub Scout Den Leader.
This year, Isabel looks to maximize our mission
by developing our members through effective
training and civic engagement and improve our
community by successfully reaching the families
and children who are most vulnerable. She is
honored and humbled to lead the organization in
the year ahead.
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Melissa K night Nodhtur ft
Pr esident Elect
Melissa Knight Nodhturft is a founding shareholder of Glausier Knight,
PLLC, a real estate and business litigation law firm that provides a broad
array of legal services to community associations, including condominium
associations and homeowners’ associations. Prior to founding Glausier
Knight, Melissa was an associate attorney at Bush Ross, P.A. and served
as Chair of the firm's Diversity and Inclusion Committee. She brings a
wealth of administrative and regulatory experience and judicial knowledge
to her practice having worked as a Staff Attorney for the Southwest Florida
Water Management District and a Judicial Staff Attorney at the Thirteenth
Judicial Circuit. Melissa was recently named to the 2018 Super Lawyers
Rising Star list, an honor bestowed on only 2.5% of all Florida attorneys.
She has also been featured in South Tampa Magazine’s Top 10 under 40, a
list highlighting young, philanthropic and successful professionals who live
and work in Tampa Bay.
Melissa credits her commitment to sustainable community development to
her 3-year tour of service as a Peace Corps volunteer and volunteer leader
in Honduras. Melissa has steadfastly served the Tampa Bay community
through the League and its issues-based community impact initiatives
since becoming an Active member in 2010. Her tenure in the League
includes service as a member of the Project Development and Evaluation
Committee, Chair of the Community Action and Food 4 Kids community
project committees, inaugural Chair for The Luminaries, and election to
the roles of Provisional Education Chair and Secretary and Membership
Director on the Executive Board of Directors. In 2015, she was named
JLT’s Inspiring Leader of the Year. As this year’s President Elect, Melissa
looks forward to serving as the 2019-2020 President of The Junior
League of Tampa.

Robin DeL aV ergne
Susta iner At L a rge
Robin DeLaVergne is a graduate of the University of South Florida,
where she earned a Master of Science degree in audiology. Robin is a
past President of The Junior League of Tampa, and she was honored as
JLT’s 2017 Sustainer of the Year. Outside of the League, she is Senior
Vice President of Development at Tampa General Hospital, where she
previously served as Senior Vice President and the Executive Director
of the Tampa General Hospital Foundation. Robin is extremely active in
the Tampa Bay community as a member of USF Women in Leadership
and Philanthropy, TGH Foundation Women’s Leadership Council, Florida
Philanthropic Network, USF Town & Gown and Leadership Tampa Alumni.
Robin has also served as an Honorary Commander for the 6th Air Mobility
Group at MacDill Air Force Base and is a past Chair of the Greater Tampa
Chamber of Commerce, past Chair of the Tampa Bay Partnership’s
CEO Direct Program, and a past member of the Board of Directors for
Metropolitan Ministries and the United Way. She serves on the Tampa
Downtown Partnership Board of Directors and the Greater Tampa
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, and was appointed by Governor
Rick Scott to the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County. Robin’s
distinctions and recognitions include the 2012 Women of Distinction
Award from the Girl Scouts of West Central Florida, the 2017 Woman of
Distinction Award from the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce, and
Leadership Tampa Alumni’s 2017 Parke Wright III Award.
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Jenn y Schroeder
Secr eta ry
Jenny Schroeder transferred to The Junior League of Tampa in January
of 2016 from the Junior League of Birmingham, Michigan. She joined
the League in 2012 as a legacy member. Throughout her League career,
Jenny has enthusiastically taken on a variety of diverse leadership roles in
membership, fundraising events and community projects. Her favorite JLT
placement to date was her role as the 2017-2018 Chair of the Volunteers
At Large Committee, a newly formed committee focused on expanding and
improving the scope of JLT’s voluntarism in the community at large and in
partnership with other similar organizations aligned with the League’s goals
and initiatives. Jenny is passionate about helping others– both within and
outside of the League. She looks forward to serving as Secretary on the
Executive Board, as it will provide her with the opportunity to not only learn
from the other Board members, but also to become even more familiar with
JLT, its partners and the community it serves. Outside of the League, Jenny
works as a litigation paralegal at a firm in downtown Tampa and has one furchild–a toy poodle named Merlin.

A shley Watter s
Lea der ship Dir ector
Ashley Watters is originally from Tennessee, but now calls Tampa home
with her husband Jack and their two fur babies. Her love for helping
people extends from her career as a Commercial Lender for Centennial
Bank to her various leadership roles in the League. Ashley joined JLT
in 2012, and her placements have included roles in membership as the
Provisional Education Chair, in fundraising as the Fund Development
Manager, and in various community projects as well. Looking forward
to this year and her role as Leadership Director, Ashley is excited to
once again step outside of her comfort zone as she works with the
Nominating Committee to strategically evaluate the state of the League’s
needs and community focus in order to facilitate stellar leadership.

Ca roline Vostr ejs
Fina nce Dir ector
Caroline Vostrejs was born in Stuttgart, Germany, and moved to the United States
when she was 5 years old. She was raised in Ocala, Florida, and attended the
University of Florida. Caroline works as the Director of Business Development
for The Beck Group in Tampa. This is her second year on the League’s Executive
Board, where she is returning as Finance Director. Caroline joined JLT in 2007, and
one of her most memorable placements was serving as Co-Chair of the Holiday
Gift Market Committee in 2012. “I learned a great deal that year about myself, the
League and about running a large-scale event. It was so much work, but so very
rewarding,” she said. “The best part was working with the HGM team and then
sharing our success together. Each placement I’ve had thus far has taught me
something new or introduced me to a new person. That’s my favorite part about the
League.” Caroline and her husband Ryan have two dogs, Goose and Hawk, and are
expecting a daughter in January. Caroline is the oldest of three. Her sister Andrea
is also an Active member of JLT, and her mother Diane is a Sustainer. Caroline
says of the League, “It is rare to find a place where it’s safe to make mistakes; JLT
affords us this opportunity.”
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Megh a n McGuir e
Str ategic Pl a nning Dir ector
Born in London and moving several times before graduating high
school, Meghan McGuire is happy to currently call Tampa her home.
She is a proud graduate of The Florida State University and loves to
travel, research ancestry, watch historical documentaries and spend
time with family and friends. Since joining the League in 2009, Meghan
has enjoyed working with many inspiring women and experiencing a
variety of different placements, including her past role as Membership
Manager. Meghan’s time in JLT has shaped her as a person and shown
her that even small contributions in any role can truly make a difference.
She is excited to see what the next few years bring for the League and
privileged to be a small part of it…mosquito or member!

Tay lor Jones
Communit y Dir ector
Taylor Jones is a fourth generation Tampa native and has been
a member of The Junior League of Tampa for over 10 years,
serving in a variety of roles and placements. She earned a degree
in communications from the University of South Florida, and
serves as the Vice President of Kirbys Mens Wear, a 59-year-old
family-owned local business. Throughout her time in JLT, Taylor
has been particularly committed to the League’s membership
satisfaction, member retention, mentoring and leading by example.
This year, Taylor looks forward to being back in the heart of the
League’s community initiatives and helping to shape JLT’s focus
and community impact. She and her husband Wesley have two
daughters, Blakely and Annabelle, and Taylor enjoys spending time
with family and friends and traveling around the world.

Leslie Hodz
Member ship Dir ector
Leslie graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in
business and a minor in environmental horticulture. She and her
husband Adam (a Florida State Seminole) have a daughter and
son, Payton and Blake, and a 10-year-old English Bulldog, Walker.
Leslie’s hobbies include volunteering, traveling, working out and
spending time with family and friends. This year as Membership
Director, she is looking forward to connecting with the League’s
Membership more than ever before and working on major strategic
initiatives, such as the League's Diversity & Inclusion plan and the
continued evolution of the JLT Points System. Her vision is to allow
and encourage all members to choose their own JLT path and
“adventures” in order to create a more meaningful and personalized
experience. Leslie also hopes to utilize her position and resources
to better connect members through affinity groups and to expand
meetings and other events beyond JLT Headquarters in order to
reach other areas of Tampa.
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*Not pictured: Kitty Forenza
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2018-2019
Management Council
The members of the 2018-2019 Management Council are poised
to guide The Junior League of Tampa and its Membership through
another great year. Created in 2014, the Management Council
oversees and manages the day-to-day operations of the League.

MORGAN BLAKE
Morgan is a first-year Active member who, outside of the League, works on the Real Estate Asset
Management team at Bloomin’ Brands. She graduated from Florida State University and is so happy to have
moved back to her sweet hometown of Tampa. Currently residing in Hyde Park, she loves spending time
with her boyfriend Anthony and her family, trying new recipes and foraging for flowers around town.
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Lindsey Pa r k s
A dvocac y M a nager
As Director of Membership and Programming for the Tampa Downtown
Partnership, Lindsey Parks brings over nine years of experience in
membership relations, special event planning, project management,
government relations and community affairs. Prior to joining the Partnership,
Lindsey served as Project Manager in Ballard Partners’ Tampa office,
where she worked on notable projects such as the opening of the Deputy
John Kotfila Memorial Dog Park. Lindsey earned a Bachelor of Science
in political science, as well as a second bachelor’s degree in criminology,
from The Florida State University. As a 2015 graduate of Leadership Tampa
Bay, Lindsey is proud to be highly active in the Tampa community. She has
been a member of The Junior League of Tampa for 7 years and, as this
year’s Advocacy Manager, she looks forward to the privilege of meaningfully
advocating for women and children both locally and at the state level.

Steph a nie H a a s
Communications M a nager
Stephanie (Sabo) Haas was born in northwest Indiana
and grew up in St. Cloud, Florida. She graduated from
the University of South Florida with a Bachelor of Arts in
religious studies and went on to earn her Juris Doctorate
from Valparaiso University School of Law. Upon graduation in
2007, Stephanie relocated to New York City where she joined
Russell Reynolds Associates, a world leading recruiting firm,
working directly for the Chief Executive Officer. New York City
is where Stephanie and her husband, John, met and married
in 2010. They relocated to Tampa in 2014 and she joined The
Junior League of Tampa in 2015. Stephanie’s previous roles
in The Junior League of Tampa include Provisional Education
Recruitment Coordinator and Meeting Manager. In addition to
The Junior League of Tampa, Stephanie is also Sponsorship
Chair for Girls Rock Camp St. Pete and Site Coordinator for
the John F. Germany Library Read to Dream Program.

K atie Selm a n
Communit y Child W elfa r e M a nager
Katie Selman was born on Langley Air Force Base, Virginia, and grew up
in Germany, where her father was stationed in the U.S. Army. German is
Katie’s first language as her mother is German. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in psychology and a master’s degree in business administration.
Katie currently works for UnitedHealthcare overseeing clinical pharmacy
operations. She joined The Junior League of Tampa in 2011, and she is also
a court-appointed Guardian ad Litem for 6 foster children in Hillsborough
County, a Girl Scout Troop Leader, and a foster parent for underage kittens
and puppies for the Humane Society of Tampa. In furtherance of her service
to the community and beyond, Katie also recently “adopted” a deployed
U.S. Army troop in Africa to whom she sends care packages and other
goods in support and appreciation. She is excited to serve as the League’s
2018-2019 Community Child Welfare Manager and is confident that she
and her six committee chairs will continue and further JLT’s commitment
to improving the lives of children in our community. In her free time,
Katie enjoys the beach, traveling, spending time with family and “Sunday
Brunches."
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R ebecca Tow ner
Communit y Education M a nager
Rebecca Towner is a proud graduate of the University of Tennessee, and
is originally from Illinois. She and her husband have lived in many places
throughout the country and, fittingly, her most memorable placement in
The Junior League of Tampa was serving on the Transfer Committee.
As a transfer from Minneapolis herself, Rebecca had the ability to
truly connect with other transferring women and help them acclimate
and enjoy their first year in Tampa and JLT. As this year’s Community
Education Manager, Rebecca is eager to guide each of her committee
chairs and leaders to empower one another and embrace the values and
missions of their community initiatives. She believes we all joined the
League for our own unique reasons, and one of the most compelling for
Rebecca is empowerment.

Courtney Bily eu
Fund Dev elopment M a nager
Courtney Bilyeu was born into a Navy family in Monterey, California,
and she attended high school in Denmark. Courtney received a
bachelor’s degree in mass communications from James Madison
University and is an alumna of Alpha Sigma Tau sorority. She and her
husband Allan, a retired Special Forces Lieutenant Colonel, have called
Tampa home since 2012. Courtney joined The Junior League of Tampa
in 2013. Her most memorable JLT placement thus far was her position
as Social Chair, as she loves people and is a natural event planner.
Her goal this year as Fund Development Manager is to put the FUN
in FUNd Development! Courtney looks forward to implementing new
ideas and inventive ways to promote the League and emphasize its
service and contributions to the community.

L aur el Moy nih a n
Member ship M a nager
Laurel Moynihan is originally from Birmingham, Alabama,
and she lived in several other states before moving to
Florida. She graduated from The Florida State University
and moved to Tampa shortly afterwards to begin her career.
Laurel joined The Junior League of Tampa to make new
friends and become more involved in the community. She
has been constantly inspired by the other women in the
League, which has served as motivation in becoming this
year’s Membership Manager. Her most memorable JLT
placement thus far was last year, as Provisional Chair, which
she describes as “the most fulfilling experience.” Outside
of the League, Laurel works as a manager in the Shared
Services Center at PwC. She and her boyfriend Andy love
the outdoors, and Laurel enjoys bike riding along Bayshore
and cheering on her Seminoles at football games.
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Br a ndy Wa ltzer
Oper ations M a nager
Brandy Waltzer was born in New York and grew up in Brandon, Florida.
She studied criminology, political science and business at The Florida State
University, and she currently works as the Southeast Marketing Senior Associate
for PwC. She joined The Junior League of Tampa in 2014, and she has been
continually inspired not only by her desire to make a difference in the community,
but also by the intelligent and driven women she has met and worked alongside
in the League. One of her most memorable experiences in JLT was her role as
Assistant Chair for Kids in the Kitchen at the Spring during her provisional year.
"It was memorable for me because the children at the Spring have often had so
many difficult experiences by the time they arrive at the facility. The activities we
planned for them gave us the opportunity to make them smile during a rough
time." Outside of the League, Brandy loves exploring new foods and cocktails,
and she also loves to travel. In the past year or so, she has visited Spain, Ireland,
the United Kingdom, Canada, Mexico and Colombia—and Amsterdam and
Croatia are next on her list!

K itt y For enz a
Tr ea sur er
A native of the Clearwater/Safety Harbor area, Kitty Forenza attended the
University of Florida and joined The Junior League of Tampa in 2012. Kitty
works in healthcare consulting and considers philanthropy and service to be
her life’s greatest works. As Treasurer, she plans to work with the Chairs and
other leadership to continue to appropriately maximize and oversee League
finances while furthering the League’s mission, values and goals in the Tampa
community. When asked who has influenced her life, Kitty said, "My parents
are the epitome of selfless humans and have taught me the importance of
giving without expectations. They raised me to speak up during times of
inequality and strife, and to value times of growth—all of which make us more
well-rounded, worldly and prepared for what lies ahead." She and her husband
Mat live in Channelside with their geriatric and lovable bulldog, Harley. One of
Kitty’s favorite quotes, from Maya Angelou, embodies her passion for service:
"People will forget what you said. People will forget what you did. But people
will never forget how you made them feel."

Br itta n y Sta hl
A ssista nt Tr ea sur er
Brittany Stahl was born and raised in St. Pete Beach. She attended The
Florida State University for undergraduate studies, then moved to New York
City where she attended graduate school and worked in TV news for a few
years. Now in Tampa, Brittany is Vice President and Employee Benefits
Practice Leader at the commercial insurance agency that her father founded,
and still runs today–Stahl & Associates Insurance. "The business experience
I have really translates to the League, especially in the fundraising and
treasury roles, that are more the behind the scenes/ "business" side of the
League." Brittany also appreciates and embraces JLT’s core mission and
service initiatives. "I think what really made me fall in love with the League
and connected with its purpose is the amazing work we do in the community.
When you are really immersed in it, and working with the children that we
serve, you get to understand the League's true purpose and impact and you
want to do everything you can to stay involved and help others." When she has
occasional downtime, Brittany enjoys traveling, golf, tennis, snow-skiing in the
winter and spending time with her friends and family.
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R achel Jack son
Lega l Ch a ir
Rachel Jackson was born in Baltimore, Maryland, and grew up in a small town
on the Chesapeake Bay. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in government and
politics, as well as a Juris Doctorate from the University of Maryland. Rachel
relocated to Tampa in 2009 with her husband Geoff, who was born and raised
on Davis Islands just steps from the League's headquarters. Rachel joined the
Junior League of Tampa in 2010 with a goal of gaining personal connections
to her new community and meeting like-minded women. She is grateful that
some of her most cherished friendships and experiences in Tampa have come
from her involvement with the League, and she looks forward to having a
more active role during the 2018-2019 year. Outside of the League, Rachel is
a legal director at Syniverse Technologies, overseeing corporate compliance,
intellectual property and commercial technology transactions. Rachel has
two children, Alexander (age 4) and Rowan (age 2), whom she describes as
equally adorable, hilarious and stubborn. She lives in South Tampa with her
family and golden-doodle puppy, Ninja. She is an avid reader of romance, an
aspiring yogi and a lover of food and wine.

M a rysue M atthews
Office A dministr ator
Marysue Mathews was born in New Jersey and raised in Tampa, Florida.
She attended The Academy of Holy Names and subsequently studied
business management at The University of Tampa. She and her husband
Jim have four grown children and four grandchildren. Marysue was first
hired by the League as a part-time receptionist in 2008, and she now
serves as the Junior League of Tampa’s Office Administrator. Marysue
enjoys assisting JLT members in their volunteer roles and helping them
bring their ideas and initiatives to life throughout the course of their
placements each year. She believes the League's members are some of the
most devoted, dedicated and hardworking women she knows. Her favorite
recent accomplishment is the League's conversion to its electronic Digital
Cheetah platform and, in particular, the transparency and accessibility it
offers members. Outside of her role in the League, Marysue loves traveling,
boating, reading and spending time with her family.

Emily R ea d
Meeting M a nager
Emily Read is originally from South Tampa, and she is happy to
once again call it her home. She earned a bachelor's degree in
business administration from Mercer University, as well as a Master
of Science degree in accountancy from the University of Virginia.
Emily began her career with KPMG in Charlotte, North Carolina,
and she still works with the same group—now as a Senior Manager
in the company’s Business Tax group. She originally joined the
Junior League of Charlotte in 2012 and transferred to The Junior
League of Tampa when she moved back in 2015. She looks
forward to utilizing her skills and experience this year to assist
in planning effective and informative meetings for the League’s
General Membership, as well as the Management Council and
Leadership Council. In her spare time, Emily enjoys spending time
with her husband and baby, working out at OrangeTheory and
taking weekend beach getaways.
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Children’s Literacy Project
Elizabeth Fisher

Gasparilla Invasion
Julie Johnston

Community Action
Laura Campbell

Girl Power!
Elizabeth Scarola

Community Advisory Board
Alison St. Cyr

Grants
Diana Hechavarria

Diaper Bank
Caroline Foss

Headquarters
Carlee Cone Bowdoin

Dragon Boat Event Co-Chair
Lillian Chor

Holiday Gift Market Co-Chair
Sarah Heller

Dragon Boat Event Co-Chair
Katie Crowe

Holiday Gift Market Co-Chair
Kimy Marino

Enabling Fund
Sarah Peet

Holiday Gift Market Elect Co-Chair
Annie McKibben

Endowment
Lindsay Dorrance

Holiday Gift Market Elect Co-Chair
Laura Warren

Family Literacy Night
Monica Kirkland

Human Trafficking Awareness
Lisa Reeves

Fundraiser Development and Evaluation
Shannon Tompkins

IMPACT Newsletter
Sophie Steinberg

Fundraiser Development and Evaluation
Shelby Tuttle

JLT Marketplace Cookbook
Morgan Nobo

Food 4 Kids
Autumn Etheredge

JLT Marketplace Merchandise
Dawn Short

Fundraising-Annual Campaign
Caroline Wright

Kids Connect
Jennifer Bell

Fundraising-Corporate
Kristen Brady

Kids in the Kitchen
Heather Hall

Love Bundles Co-Chair
Tricia Boucek

Ready to Achieve
Ashley Stultz

Love Bundles Co-Chair
Erin Jones

Strategic Planning
Fiona-Lee Gerrard

The Luminaries
Allison Smedley

Sustainer (Active)
Tracie Domino

Member Meetings and Events Co-Chair
Cassidy Murray

Sustainer President
Leslie Jennewein

Member Meetings and Events Co-Chair
Abigail Stevens

Technology
Andrea Webb

Mentor
Laura Everitt

The Sandblast
Entela Caisse

Mobile Interactive Literacy Opportunity
Carrie Bien

The Sandspur
Kendra Lyman

Project Development and Evaluation
Allie Torrence

The Sustainer Spur
Teneille Kuznicki

Placement
Jennifer Dutkowsky

Toastmasters
Katelyn Rumenik

Prospective Member Engagement
Kendra Velilla

Training
Jenny Augustyniak

Provisional Education
Elizabeth Dunsmoor

Transfer
Kara Bernstein

Public Affairs-Local
Maggie McCleland

Volunteer at Large
Nicki Mohr Hall

Public Affairs-State
Melanie Brown

Public Relations and Marketing
BeverlyAnn Foster
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IMAGINE
the Possibilities

JACK

CLASS OF 2031

AN INDEPENDENT EPISCOPAL DAY
SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
IN PRE-K TO GRADE 12

www.berkeleyprep.org

L ATEST LOGOS L AU N C H E D

. . . IS YOU R S N E X T ?
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sensor y5 .com
Marketing | Advertising | Design

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSES: Grades 6 to 12: Oct. 28 | Pre-K to Grade 5: Oct. 30

FUTURE CHAMPION...
HE JUST DOESN’T KNOW IT YET.

THE
S US TA I NE R
SPUR
THE SUSTAINER SPUR’ S EDITORIAL STAFF:
Teneille Kuznicki, The Sustainer Spur Editor
An Active Member of JLT since 2011, Teneille works
in Program Management. She was previously the
Co-Chair of the Luminaries Committee, and also
part of the Inaugural Committee. Teneille grew up
in Trinidad and Tobago, just got married and enjoys
travelling the world.

SUSTAINER EXECUTIVE BOARD 2018-2019:
Sustainer President: Leslie Jennewein
Sustainer President-Elect: Marsha Lane
Sustainer Corresponding Secretary: Catherine Marston
Sustainer Recording Secretary: Ann VonThron
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Trailblazing
I often look at my life and wonder how "How did I get here?"
while trying to figure out "Where do I want to go, What do I
really want to attain?" Perseverance is key.
I was raised on Trinidad and Tobago, a small island in the
Caribbean, where most citizens rarely travel or move outside
of the country. My mother though, had different goals for
our family. When I think of the "Power of Women", both my
mother and grandmother come immediately to mind. These
two women have shown me that not only is family key, but also
how you build and maintain your family develops your will and
perseverance. How you grow as a person and as a woman
grounds you in understanding what it takes to be powerful in
your beliefs, the decisions you make and to learn from your
past.
My mother is a trailblazer, setting the foundation for me to
be the first of many things in our family. While playing field
hockey at the national level for Trinidad and Tobago, she
powered her way into a male dominated industry at the
Port Authority of Trinidad and Tobago, then moved into the
insurance industry. My mother however, was not the only
trailblazer. She also developed a network of women who are
pioneers in sports, education, industry and commerce. These
women became my aunts, sisters and friends, and through
them I was able to witness first hand, the true power of
women. My father and husband often joke that between my
mother and me, we almost always get our way. It is not that
we just want something, it is because we have set a goal to
achieve. We focus on accomplishing a task and approach our
goal with calm consideration and accountability.
Coming from a family of firsts, it is only natural that I was
drawn to The Junior League of Tampa. This is a trailblazing
organization. We forged our own path, developed our vision
and have been steadfast in our beliefs. As you read this first
issue of the new The Sustainer Spur, I challenge you to think
about your vision for today and for tomorrow. Where does your
"Power" come from? Is it your grit and determination? Is it
your thoughtful nature or does it just resonate in simply who
you are as a person?

Life is not easy for
any of us. But what of
that? We must have
perseverance and
above all confidence
in ourselves. We must
believe that we are
gifted for something
and that this thing
must be attained.
— Marie Curie

Teneille Kuznicki
The Sustainer Spur Editor
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Learn To League Again
"Learn to League Again"! I joined The Junior League of Tampa nearly 30
years ago - when I was in my 20s. I often reflect on that time in my life and
remember how many of us joined the League during, unarguably, one of the
most hectic times of our lives. We were either planning weddings, raising young
children, continuing our education, starting new careers or managing multiple
responsibilities at once. There were never enough hours in the day to accomplish
all of our goals, but we were each on a mission to support the Tampa Bay
community, and were confident that we could trust in the League process as a
member and volunteer. Whether it was sorting items in a dusty warehouse for
the annual Thrift Sale, spending hours at meetings planning for our next project,
or rehearsing for the Junior League Follies, it was not until years later that I truly
appreciated the investment that I made in this organization. Those memories will
forever be a part of my League, and I will forever treasure the friends that I made
throughout the years; these connections and memories will never be forgotten.
Each of us have our own unique JLT experiences and perspectives. What is your
history with the League? What is your future? Are you like many of my friends
who contributed significant time and energy over the years and could not wait
to turn 40 and become a Sustainer? Many of us resign, expecting never to return to the League. I
understand. I took my own hiatus and later took that first step of restarting my League career and I am
so glad that I did.
I am sure that you share my genuine appreciation for the League and the valuable connections made
throughout the years. You have earned your status and you deserve it! I wholeheartedly want to
convince you to come back and Learn to League Again. Come see what your League is doing to make
a difference in the Tampa Bay community.
I hope that you will join us for an exciting fall, filled with a variety of Sustainer events - some of which
we have enjoyed in the past, as well as a few new ones! The Junior League of Tampa will offer
Sustaining members a variety of social, volunteer, mentor and training activities throughout the year.
Popular events include, the Fall Cocktail Party, Lunch Bunch, Bridge, Holiday Gift Market Luncheon,
Art & Antiques and Christmas Cocktail party, to name a few.
I am also excited that, with the League’s Decade of Dedication initiative, we now welcome Sustainers
who are much younger than 40 years old. As a result, The Junior League of Tampa Sustaining
members are now a much larger and even more talented group of accomplished women!
Welcome to all new Sustaining members; I encourage you to learn from the amazing women who came
before you, and we can, in turn, learn from you.
We celebrate our Sustainer leaders, advocates, volunteers, members, mentors and friends. I invite you
all to Learn to League Again!

Leslie Jennewein
Sustainer President
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S U S T A I N E R

by STEPHANIE HAAS

S P O T L I G H T :

Penny Parks

"Promoting women to corporate boards, elected
government positions, roles in traditionally male
dominated industries and advancing the cause
of women has been a life-long passion of mine."
Sustainer Penny Parks has this advice for women,
"Don't ask for permission, just do it. Be tenacious and
don’t let anyone steal your dream."

Links Financial twelve years ago. "The Junior League
of Tampa teaches members to approach issues and
projects methodically. By doing this, each member
understands that they are integral to the League's
success. This skill is transferable to any volunteer
organization or business."

The Junior League of Tampa Sustainer, Penny Parks,
knows all about The Power of Women. Penny's
professional career has spanned over three decades
and has included senior positions in the traditionally
male dominated financial industry, including roles at
Bank of America, Northern Trust, and the Royal Bank
of Canada. Today, she is President of Links Financial
LLC, a company she founded in 2006. Links Financial
assists growing and mid-sized business owners, real
estate developers, and investors in obtaining debt
financing.

A Sustainer since 2001, Parks has gone on to
leadership positions in many other professional and
volunteer organizations in the Tampa Bay community.
Parks says that The Junior League of Tampa is
unique in that, "not only does the League accomplish
important work, it finds organizations and partners
in the community who need their help to bolster the
work they are doing. The League provides volunteers,
funding, assistance and advice to eventually ensure
that these projects become self-sustaining. The
League provides the tools these organizations need to
ensure success on their own."

As an Active member of The Junior League of Tampa,
Penny held multiple committee chair roles, including
Training Chair and Trinkets & Treasures Auction
Solicitation Chair. Parks recounts that her League
experience equipped her for success when founding

To those recent Sustainers and members soon
becoming Sustainers, Parks lends the following
advice: "There are so many worthwhile causes to lend
your time to. If you join an organization, get involved
and be engaged."

STEPHANIE HAAS
Stephanie Haas is JLT's Communications Manager. She lives in New Tampa with her husband, John, and her two very
stubborn french bulldogs, Wrigley and Mattingly. An avid music and sport fan, if you can't find her at headquarters, you
can find her cheering on the Gators and Bucs, or at a concert somewhere in the world.
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The History of
Headquarters
by CAMERON HUNT MCNABB
The Junior League of Tampa has recently undertaken
exciting renovations and changes to its Headquarters
building, which has served as the home base for the
League since 1964. Equally exciting, however, is the
inspiring history of our Headquarters and the women
of JLT who made it a reality.
The land on which our Headquarters sits was
originally part of Marjorie Park, owned by the City of
Tampa. In 1958, under Mayor Nick Nuccio, the City
leased the land to the League for $1,000 per year. A
year later, under Mayor Julian Lane, it was deeded to
the League permanently. "The City was so helpful,"
Sustainer Pat Daley remembers. The ground-breaking
ceremony was held on March 14, 1963, with both
mayors present. It is undoubtedly fitting that Tampa
invested in the League so that the League could
better invest in Tampa.
The iconic grand oak tree in the front was purchased
through the Headquarters fund, from the sale of

42 | Fall 2018

bonds and a raise in membership dues in 1960. The
April 1963 issue of The Sandspur notes that bond
pledges were scarce after the stock market dropped
in the spring of 1962, but the bonds eventually came
through and the beautiful, large tree was planted.
The rest of the oak trees surrounding the JLT building
are from Mrs. Daley's own backyard. "There were
no trees," Mrs. Daley laments as she describes the
early history of Headquarters. "My yardman and I
planted them ourselves," she recalls, adding that the
transplanted oaks were quite big even at that time.
The original furnishings for Headquarters were
arranged by Mildred Gallagher, who donated her
services from her own decorating shop. According
to reports in archived issues of The Sandspur, Mary
Sue Frank oversaw the laying of every brick and
the placement of every piece of furniture. Many
other women whose names appear repeatedly in
the Headquarters records—Carroll Cozart, Martha

Ferman, Pat Daley, among others—all
graciously contributed their time and talents
to dedicate the building to "long and useful
service."
The building itself was designed by
architect and JLT husband, Harry McEwen,
five years after the first "housing fund"
was set up by the League. His plans
were approved by a 5-1 vote in 1960.
Construction of the building, however, was
temporarily delayed when in 1961, money
was lent from the fund to publish the Gasparilla
cookbook, and then in 1962, when the infamous
Cuban Missile Crisis put everything on hold as the
nation waited out the related uncertainties. As
noted in the April 1963 issue of The Sandspur, "our
thoughts turned to simple survival." Finally, in 1963,
the League had secured a contract with Logan
Construction Company for $42,027.00 (with no
record as to the peculiar extra $27.00). The formal
dedication ceremony took place on March 8, 1964,
almost one year to the day of the ground-breaking.
In an endearing peek into the lives of the League's
Members at the time, JLT’s then-President, DeeDee
Gray, humorously remarked that, "after 35 years of
hiding League records under beds and in closets, we
now have a place to keep them safe from little hands
and irate husbands." The long-awaited Headquarters
had finally become a reality.
These historical records provide only part of the
legacy of our Headquarters. We are fortunate to learn
even more from within the "walls" of our building and
many of our longest-serving Members who helped
create the legacy itself!
Gerry Hunt, a Sustainer Member who has served the
League for more than 60 years, does not recall where
JLT membership congregated before Headquarters was
built—though she does remember that it was always the
first Tuesday of the month—some things never change!
Mrs. Daley, too, cannot recall where Members typically
met before the building’s construction, which of course
speaks volumes to Headquarters' central role in the
function of the League.
Sustainer Barbara Davidson transferred to Tampa just
as Headquarters was built, and she recalls that "it
was a great place to meet everyone." As she attends
meetings and luncheons today as a Sustainer, Mrs.
Hunt fondly remembers years of bridge club and
Gasparilla parties for children. For more than fifty years,
Headquarters has served as a home for not only the
Members of JLT, but for its legacy in our community.

In recording the dedication ceremony in 1964, The
Sandspur remarked, "We hope that in years ahead
the League will look back on this day as one which
marked the beginning of even more outstanding
accomplishments in service to the community
made possible through our feeling of greater unity."
In the decades since, there is no doubt that JLT
Headquarters has continued to provide a home and
conduit for the League's continued, inspiring service
to the community.

CAMERON HUNT MCNABB
Cameron Hunt McNabb has been a member of The Junior League of Tampa since 2016 and is part of the third
generation in her family to serve in JLT. She works as an English professor and enjoys running and traveling
in her spare time. Cameron looks forward to raising her daughter to serve in the League as well!
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THROUGH THE DECADES
by LESLIE JENNEWEIN & MADELINE MORRIS

In celebration of The Junior League of Tampa’s inspiring history, we are honored to
introduce some of the League’s earliest founding members and leaders, each of whom
has helped guide the League through its many decades of service and growth.

1920s Members
MARION HARVEY
PARTRICK
Marion Harvey Patrick is a
Charter member and was The
Junior League of Tampa’s first
President (1926-1927), as
well as the first Sustainer President (1942-1943).

MARY BAIRD SHACKLEFORD
Mary Baird Shackleford joined The
Junior League of Tampa in 1926 and
served as President for the 1930-1931
League year. She also served as the
JLT Editor of the Tampa Bay Times
from 1929-1930. Her daughter, Mary
Shackleford Wolfe, followed in her footsteps and served as
JLT’s President for the 1954-1955 League year.

LERA FINLEY FARRIOR
Lera Finley Farrior is a Charter member and served as The Junior League of Tampa’s
President for the 1933-1934 League year. She also served on the inaugural Board of
Directors as Chair of Volunteer Works, overseeing all JLT community projects, and she
subsequently served as the League’s 1946-1947 Sustainer President.

LOUISE LYKES
FERGUSON
Louise Lykes
Ferguson served as
Sustainer President
for the 1956-1957
League year, and
she was also honored as the 1974
Sustainer of the Year. Her active service
in the League included her roles as Chair
of the Library, Ways and Means, and
Placement Committees, and she was a
founding member of The Chiselers. In
2005, she received The Junior League
of Tampa’s Lifetime Commitment award.
Her daughter, Stella Thayer, served as
JLT’s 1978-1979 President. Louise
Lykes Ferguson passed away in 2016,
leaving behind a truly inspiring legacy for
The Junior League of Tampa.
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1930s Members
GEORGIA CORNELIUS MACDONALD
Georgia Cornelius MacDonald served as JLT’s
President for the 1941-1942 League year, and
as JLT’s Sustainer President for the 1955-1956
League year. She received The Junior League of
Tampa’s 1971 Sustainer of the Year award. She
and her husband Clifford founded the MacDonald
Training Center (originally the Drew Park School),
which also began as a JLT project.

EVELYN FARRIOR POLK
Evelyn Farrior Polk served as The Junior League
of Tampa’s President (1944-1945) and as
Sustainer President (1957-1958).

A special thank you to
LESLIE JENNEWEIN and MADELINE MORRIS
for their work researching JLT yearbooks and photos to
recognize the women who founded The Junior League of Tampa.
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ANNUAL DONORS

A N N UA L CA M PA I G N D O N O R S
Donations to The Junior League of Tampa support our mission-driven programs
and projects. Each year, our annual donors support special events and contribute
as individuals, foundations and businesses in support of our mission.

To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a gift, visit jltampa.org/annual-campaign.
For questions, contact fundraising@jltampa.org.

GOLD

Isabel & John Dewey♦♦

DEX Imaging, Inc.♦

Tracie Domino & Brian
Burns♦♦♦

SILVER
Betsy and Steve
Chambers Family
Foundation♦♦♦
Mary Lee Nunnally
Farrior♦♦♦

BRONZE
CAE USA Inc.
Terrell and Joe Clark♦♦♦

Jordan Donnelly♦♦
Sam and Lindsay
Dorrance♦♦
Simon & Elizabeth
Dunsmoor♦♦

June and Michael
Annis♦♦♦
Courtney and Allan
Bilyeu♦♦
Kristen Brady♦♦
Mary & Shaun Brooker♦♦
Stacy and Greg Baier♦♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Cindy and Tony Coney♦♦♦
Robin Wright
DeLaVergne♦♦

46 | Fall 2018

Emily Roberts Read♦

Sarah and Brian Gremer
Patti Lee♦
Jenny Clara Schroeder♦

Stephanie and Stephen
Rumbley♦♦

Danica Sun

Barbara Ryals♦

Lavinia W. Touchton♦♦♦

Marie Sabina♦
FRIEND

Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦♦

Jenny and Peter
Spencer♦♦♦

Laura Everitt♦♦♦

Sheryl and Joe Teague♦

Betsy and Drew
Graham♦♦♦

Stella Ferguson
Thayer♦♦♦

Juliana Castillo

Hannah and Paul Gross♦♦

Susan and John
Touchton♦♦♦

Becky and Ray
Charles♦♦♦

Kendra Velilla♦♦

Karen Clarke♦♦♦

Laura Walsh/Laura Walsh
Events♦♦

Lauren Connors♦♦

Leslie & Adam Hodz♦♦
Nicole and Matt
Hubbard♦♦♦

Ashley & Jack Watters♦♦

Stephanie & John Haas♦
PATRON

Melissa Knight
Nodhturft♦♦♦

Rosemary Henderson♦♦

Lee Lowry♦♦♦
Rosemary Sparkman
McAteer♦♦

Caroline Wright♦♦

Tee Ann Bailey♦♦♦
Denise Cassedy♦♦♦

Rosann Creed♦♦♦
Cheryl Currie Kilcoyne♦♦
Joan Dance♦
Alexis Dempsey♦

CONTRIBUTOR
Nate and Ceci Berman

Connie and Miller
Detrick♦♦♦

Jennifer Crooker♦

Kitty Forenza♦♦

Kelley and Robert
Merck♦♦

Kristina Gandre

Mary Beth Hargrove

Jennifer L. Moore♦♦

Ginny and Mike Garcia♦♦

Sarah and Samuel
Heller♦♦

Laurel Moynihan♦♦

Jacqueline Gayle-Kelly

Meghan McGuire Equinix♦♦

Sally S. Hill♦♦♦

Anne Bloomquist♦

Dawn Cline♦

Michelle Gallagher♦

Nadyne Hines♦♦♦

Tessa Blosser

Tracy and Mitch Clouser♦♦

Samantha Gant♦

Mary Hulse♦♦♦

Ellen Boczarski♦♦

Courtney Cohen♦

Melissa Garitta

Mary Beth Hunt♦♦

Lauren M. Boehm♦♦

Candace Cole

Marlow Garner♦

The Write Stuff/Lynn and
Scott Kelyman♦♦♦

Melissa Bogner♦

Jacqui Cole

Regan Garner♦

Mary Bolen♦♦

Allison Conn

Cara Garvin♦

Sarah Bootcheck

Mary Beth Courier♦

Amy Gatto♦

Ashley Collado Borrego♦♦

Christina Crawford♦

Whitney P. Gatz♦

Sarah and Ben Kodadek♦♦♦
Teneille A. Williams♦♦
Terri and Eric Longphee♦♦

Tricia Boucek♦♦

Carol Crofton♦♦

Jillian Gauld♦♦

Dossie and Benjamin
Ward♦♦

Emily Boucher♦

Lauren Cromer♦♦

Katelyn Giglio♦

Lyris Newman♦♦♦

Caroline Boyle♦

Carrie Cross

Sarah Gogliormella♦♦

Gwyn and Mark
Schabacker♦♦♦

Jana and Jeffrey Bridge♦♦

Jessica Cruze♦

Rachel Golden♦

Melanie Brown♦♦

Tara Cunningham♦♦

Amy Gomez♦♦

Amy Brun♦♦

Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦♦

Alexandra Graham♦

Heather Bryant♦♦

Rebekah & Jamil Daoud♦♦

Chelsea Grau

Kimberly Bryce♦

Kristina Darville♦

Brittany Greco♦

Aubrey Burris

Kat Lewis DeBree♦♦

Lila Gross

Shannon Burrows♦

Lauren M. DeLuna♦

Sally Habermeyer♦

Jaymi Butler♦♦

Alexis Dempsey♦

Faith Hackett

Shelbie Bynum♦

Tammy B. Denbo♦

Kate Hall

Katie Cabana♦

Katelyn Dervay♦♦

Stephanie Hammersand♦

Katie Callaway♦♦

Lisa DiGiore♦

Alyssa Harley♦♦

Danielle Campbell♦♦

Lisa and Bryan
Dreisbach♦♦♦

Jennifer Hasler

Katie Selman ♦♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦♦
Elise Szafranski♦
Ann S. Turner♦♦♦
Manoj Unni♦
Laura Warren♦♦
Morgan Gibbons Watson♦♦
Morgan Watts♦
Andrea Webb♦♦♦

SUPPORTER
Julia Allen
Alexandra Andrews

Laura and Mark Campbell♦♦
Samantha Campbell♦

Mrs. Erin C. Elser♦♦
Alyssa Emiliucci Cox♦

Rebecca Arends♦

Christine and Mike
Campo♦♦

Julianne Barkman

Su Thi Ho Campo♦

Irene G.M. Ferguson♦

Bridgette Bean♦

Jane Carswell♦♦

Joyce Fisk

Jessica Beeh♦

Gael G. Carter♦

Lynn Footlick♦♦

Alyssa Beene♦

Lauren E. Catoe♦♦

Mr and Mrs Peter Foss♦♦

Jenni Bell♦♦

Natalie Sargent Clark♦♦

Kimberly French♦♦♦

Kara Bernstein♦♦

Casey Clayton♦

Jessica Burns Fugate♦

Carrie Bien♦

Lelia Logan Clewis♦

Dora Furman♦♦

Alicia and Dominic Fariello♦

Hildie Haviland♦
Diana Hechavarria♦
Mia & Charlie Hendrick♦
Ann Hodgson
Kelly Holbrook♦♦
Geneva Holland
Jennifer Holmberg
Morgan Holmes♦
Tania R. Horst
Melissa Horvath♦
Laura Hummel♦
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ANNUAL DONORS

Mary Beth Hunt♦♦

Kristen Maduri♦

Emily Monahan♦

Mary Kay Ross♦

Marissa Moss
Photography♦♦

Karyn Maguregui♦♦

Kinsey Moore♦

Alexandra Rozas♦

Molly M. Malloy♦

Danielle Moreda♦

Katelyn Rumenik♦

Samantha Manning♦

Victoria Motes♦♦

Ashley Rushing♦♦

Lillian & Chris Martin

Kim Murgio

Jessica Rybicki♦

Rona Martin♦

Cassidy Murray♦♦

Lucielle Salomon♦

Sarah Martisek♦

Alissa Myers♦

Johanna Sanchez♦

Mia Mastracchio♦

Erika Myers♦♦

Missie Saterbo♦

Mae Mastrorio♦♦

Stacey Borsik Niebles♦♦

Alexis Shahnasarian♦

Melissa Isabel Keel
Crystal Jacovino, DO
Mathilde Jarrett
Alicia Jenks♦
Leslie Jennewein♦
Cleone Johns
Ashley Johnson♦♦

Esther Mathew♦♦

Mary Christiana Nieves♦

Elizabeth Scarola♦

Jennifer and D. Blaine
Johnson♦♦♦

Lydia Mauritson♦♦

S. Daryl Norfleet♦

Katie Schab

Katie Johnson♦♦

Amanda May♦♦

Emily O'Connor♦

Kara Schafer♦

Shelby Johnson♦

Wendi McAleese♦♦

Candy Olson♦♦

Clare Sessums♦

Erin McWhorter Jones♦

Megan Flynn McAteer

AnnaMarie Otero♦

Danielle Shepard

Natalie LaRosa Kelly♦♦

Maggie McCleland♦♦

Hannah Parker♦

Ann Sheppard♦

Kelley Kilpatrick♦

Jen McDonald♦

Sarah & Nick Peet♦♦

Lyndsey E. Siara♦♦

Dulcinea and Bill Kimrey♦♦

Amber Schonbrun
McDonnell♦♦

Lauren Pelini♦

Dori Siverio-Minardi♦

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peluso♦

Guajana Skyers♦

Karen F. Perry♦♦

Katherine Smalley♦

Stacy Pila♦♦

Amber E. Smith♦♦

Hannah Pothier♦

Britney O. Smith♦

Lauren Pulido♦

Kelsey Smith♦

Gael Ragone♦

Sara Smith♦

Naseem Rahman♦

Brittany Spaziano♦

Cindy Ramm♦♦

Kady Squires♦

Jane Ramos♦

David and Sophie
Steinberg♦

Elizabeth May King
Jasmine King♦♦
Julia Knapp♦
Alissa Kranz♦
Lauren Kuschel♦
Kim and Neil Lamis♦
Tracy Lanning
Angela Lanza♦♦
Tom and Andrea Layne♦♦♦
Nikki LeClair♦
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Cynthia McGinness♦♦
Alessandra McGrath♦
Vivian McIlrath♦
Annie McKibben♦
Louise McLead♦
Mallory McLean♦
Caitlin McMullen
Nicia Mejia♦
Kristina Merritt♦

Adrienne Rea♦

Rachel Lee

Annette and Michael
Messina♦

Ashley Rector

Angie Lemont♦

Jennifer Miles♦

Brooks N. Reilly♦♦

Brooke Leske♦♦

Ashley Miller♦

Stephanie Rescigno

Michelle Leslie♦

Eliot Miller♦♦

Hayley Reteneller♦♦

Ashley Looney♦

Kim and Michael Miller♦♦

Jennifer Richardson♦

Kimberly Loux♦

Marcelite Miller♦♦

Carolyn Robinson♦

Kendra Lyman♦

Tiffany Miller

Charlsey Roman♦♦

Morgan Stillo♦
Jessica Strathman♦
Stacie Stuart♦
Ashley Stultz♦♦
Julie Sugar♦
Meghan E Sullivan♦
Elaine Reif Sweeney♦♦♦

Stephanie N. Swinson♦

Fallon Winston♦

DAYTIME EVENT SPONSOR

Yacht Starship

Ruth Tapley♦

Nicole Wong♦

Zoo Tampa

Kate and Jason Tarokh

Katie Wyatt♦♦

John Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital

Susanna Martinez Tarokh♦♦

Gwynne A Young♦♦♦

South Tampa Dental
Krewe ♦♦

MEDIA SPONSORS

Kendyl Tash♦

Rachael Yopp♦

The Pink Palm ♦

Josie Taylor♦

Camille Zutes♦♦

Tropical Smoothie Café

Beasley Media Group,
Inc. ♦♦

Camille Thomas

U South Tampa

Katherine Thomas♦

Frontier Communications
Tampa Bay Metro♦♦

Ashley Tinsley

PROJECT SPONSORS

INKIND DONORS

Tampa Bay Parenting
Magazine♦♦

Shannon & Ray
Tompkins♦♦♦

GOLD

3 Daughter's Brewing

Tampa Bay Times♦♦

Hettinger Foundation –
DIAPER BANK

Alabama Sweet Tea Co

Weather Tite Windows♦

Anna Tosone♦
Rebecca and Chris Towner♦
Tara Triola♦

Lazydays Employee
Foundation –
LOVE BUNDLES

Sonia Tsunis♦
Sandra Tuttle♦

PATRON

Shelby and Burton Tuttle♦♦

Rick Stuckey –
LOVE BUNDLES

Lisl Unterholzner♦

Alessi
Amber Nicole Photography

GRANTS

Cabot Cheese♦

TD Charitable Foundation♦

CAMP♦

T. Rowe Price Foundation,
Inc. ♦

Cocktail & Sons
Fireball
Florida Aquarium

Mandy Valenti♦♦
Lindsey Vance♦

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET
SPONSORS

Ginny and Tom Veit♦♦♦

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Christiana A. Vento♦

Publix Super Markets, Inc.♦

Kelley Volenec♦

Gasparilla Music Festival♦
Glazer Children's Museum
Joe Photo♦♦
Kahwa Coffee
Kendra Scott♦♦

Ann VonThron♦

PLATINUM SPONSOR

Claribel Waddell♦

Florida Cattle Women’s
Association

Nicole Macaron LLC

Kendra Scott♦

Nothing Bundt Cakes

Allison WallrappMcMullan♦♦

MOSI

♦= 2–4 years at any level
♦♦= 5–9 years at any level
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any
level
Donor listing as of
September 14, 2018. If
you believe your name
has been omitted in error,
please contact the Fund
Development Manager at
funddevelopmentmanager@
jltampa.org.

PDQ

Sarah Walters♦♦♦
Julie Ward♦

SILVER SPONSOR

Pirate Water Taxi

Jennifer Watkins♦♦

Valley National Bank

Rick Maupin Photography♦
Roy's

Kristin Wells♦♦
Cori Welty♦

BRONZE SPONSOR

Sensory 5♦♦♦

Julie Whitworth♦

Bonati Spine Institute

Tea Bella

Anne and David Williams♦♦

TECO ♦♦♦

Uniform Nametape♦♦

Emily Williams♦♦♦

MULTI-YEAR DONOR
DESIGNATIONS

Whiteclaw

www.jltampa.org | 49

Exceptional Professionals is a group of

Junior League women who balance work, family, and
volunteer goals with grace and a smile. We have been
meeting monthly for 18 years to share ideas, stay
connected, and build friendships. We recently added
quarterly seminars to support all working women.
Give us a call and we will send you a calendar for the
upcoming seminars.
Contact Exceptional Professionals and join us for lunch!
Call or text Krista Allred at 813-766-3313.

Come join us for lunch!

Krista Allred NMLS# 319001
FBC Mortgage LLC NMLS#152859
Mortgages Made Easy
kallred@FBCHomeloans.com
813.766.3313 cell/text
Nancy Blake PA

Luxury Properties International
Keller Williams Realty
Nblake@kw.com
813.892.1688

Denise Cassedy

Cassedy Financial Group
Securities offered through First
Allied Securities, Inc.
813.251.0004

Linda Courtney Clark, Esq.
Family, Adoption, Divorce,
Custody, Dependency/
Termination of Parental Rights
linda@lindaclarklaw.com
813.935.7755

Jan Cornelius, DDS

Periodontic and Implant
Dentistry
DentalImplantCenter.net
JanCornelius@DentalImplantCenter.net
813.254.4568

Ashley Watters

Centennial Bank
Sr. Commercial Loan Officer
Commercial/ Investment
Property Financing
awatters@my100bank.com
813.281.5133

Christina Anton Garcia
Anton Castro Law
Family, Divorce, Custody &
Modification
813.907.9807

Louise McLead, CPA

Individual tax preparation
and planning
www.mcleadcpa.com
louise@mcleadcpa.com
813.335.9799

Hannah Gross

Guardian Restoration
Disaster Restoration and
Construction Services
guardianrestorationservices.com
727.212.1202

Jessica Kendall Hornof

First Citrus Bank
Administrator and Security
Member FDIC Business and Personal
Banking Services
firstcitrus.com
jkendall@firstcitrus.com
813.786.4421

Clare Robbins

Emerson Robbins
Portrait Consultant,
Fine Art Portraiture.
Clarerobbins@me.com
813.928.6902

Ashley Zohar

Law Office of Ashley Zohar, PLLC
Wills, Trusts, Probate, Property, and
Small business Law Counsel
Ashley@AshleyZoharLaw.com
813.992.5290

Amy Tamargo

Selective College Consulting, Inc.
College Admission Experts
atamargo@selectivecc.com
813.598.8695

Laura Webb

Webb Insurance Group
Home, Auto & Business
Webbinsgroup.com
813.887.5531

Christy Atlas-Vogel

Kim Miller

Majesty Title Services
Make sure your home purchase
has clear title!
kmiller@majestytitle.com
813.230.0236

Leland Baldwin

The Law office of Leland
Toman Baldwin
Criminal law/ Focus on
Collaborative family law
ltbaldwinlaw@gmail.com
813.773.5298

Jennie Smith

Jennie Smith Interiors
(FL License #0001644)
Residential and Commercial
Interior Design
Visit my shop at 2713 S. MacDill Ave.
813.839.7637

Jenny Mitchell-Spencer

Palermo Real Estate Professionals
Jenny@PalermoListings.com
408-234-6049

Marketing Direction
Flexible Marketing Partners
cvogel@marketingdirection.com
813.526.1870

Elaine Sweeney

Strut.Fashion
clothing accessories lifestyle
Elaine.strut.fashion@gmail.com
813.468.0424

Irene Ferguson

Seacoast Bank
Sr. Vice President
Banking Services
Irene.Ferguson@seacoastbank.com
813.263.8581

Kim Demkovich

Dominion Payroll
Payroll & HR Consultant
kdemkovich@dominionpayroll.com
(239) 207-4368

by BRIDGET ABBAS
Each spring, The Junior League of Tampa proudly
honors outstanding individuals in the community
through its annual awards program, The Luminaries.
Honorees are exemplars of leadership, empowerment,
advocacy and distinction within their respective areas
of service.
In partnership with WEDU PBS, JLT hosted a
luncheon on May 11th at the Bryan Glazer Family
JCC to recognize The 2018 Luminaries: Mary
Lynn Ulrey, Rosemary Henderson, and T. Terrell
Sessums. WEDU PBS documented and shared
the honorees’ inspirational stories through a special
prime time broadcast. The broadcast is also now part
of a permanent collection of digital biographies on
display at the Tampa Bay History Center. The 2018
Luminaries WEDU Special may be viewed online at
jltampa.org/luminaries.

For each year’s program, the League invites
community-wide nominations of exemplary individuals
in the Tampa Bay area who have made a lasting
impact through all types of service, dedication, and
efforts. With more than 90 years of history and a
membership of 2000 women, The Junior League of
Tampa is uniquely positioned and honored to identify
and celebrate leaders who are making a tangible
difference in the community.
Nominations for The 2019 Luminaries program were
accepted through October 1, 2018, and the awards
event will take place on May 10, 2019, at the Glazer
Family JCC.
For more information about the program, the
nomination process, and event updates, please visit
jltampa.org/luminaries or contact Allison Smedley at
luminaries@jltampa.org.

Congratulations to the 2018 Luminaries Honorees: Rosemary Henderson, T. Terrell Sessums and Mary Lynn Ulrey.

BRIDGET ABBAS
Bridget is a fifth-year Active member of JLT and a veteran educator. She is passionate about teaching
her middle school students to read, write and think critically about the world around them. When not
teaching, Bridget also serves on the boards of several nonprofit educational organizations.
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COMMEMORATIVE FUND
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A gift to the Commemorative Fund is a way to recognize a significant event
in a Junior League of Tampa member's life — joining in her celebration or
thinking of her in a time of sorrow.
Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions.
• Honor someone's service to JLT.
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S T O
Gina Evans,
on her acceptance into
Leadership Tampa
Melanie Brown
Maggie McCleland
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Caroline Vostrejs
Meghan McGuire

Caroline Vostrejs
Leslie Hodz
Meghan McGuire
Ashley Watters

Laura Lenhart,
on her acceptance into
Leadership Tampa
Melanie Brown
Maggie McCleland
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Caroline Vostrejs

Kristen Brady,
on her promotion to
Operations Director
Courtney Bilyeu
Lindsey Parks
Kitty Forenza
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Brittany Stahl
Brandy Waltzer
Taylor Jones
Leslie Hodz
Meghan McGuire
Isabel Dewey

Laurel Moynihan,
on her new job
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Maggie McCleland
Courtney Bilyeu
Rebecca Towner
Emily Read
Kitty Forenza
Katie Selman
Lindsey Parks
Rachel Jackson

Lindsey Parks,
on her new job
Courtney Bilyeu
Brittany Stahl
Katie Selman
Brandy Waltzer
Rebecca Towner
Emily Read
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Caroline Vostrejs
Meghan McGuire
Isabel Dewey

Brandy Waltzer,
on her new job
Rebecca Towner
Courtney Bilyeu
Lindsey Parks
Caroline Vostrejs
Meghan McGuire
Isabel Dewey
Rachel Jackson
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Kitty Forenza
Emily Read
Laurel Moynihan
Katie Selman
Brittany Stahl
Michele Hintson,
on her acceptance into
Leadership Tampa
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Elena Ketchum,
on her acceptance into
Leadership Tampa
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Samantha McCan,
on her promotion
Kendra Lyman

Terri Parnell Longphee,
on her acceptance into
Leadership Tampa
Isabel Dewey
Shelley Sharp,
on her acceptance into
Leadership Tampa
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Angel Wynn,
on her acceptance into
Leadership Tampa
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Shannon Tompkins,
on her new home
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Courtney Bilyeu
Lauren Vagnoni,
on her new job
Kendra Lyman

To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your
donation inside (cash or check only) or scan the QR code to be taken directly
to our online donation site (credit or debit card). All commemorative gifts
support JLT's endowment.
To learn more or to make a gift, visit jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts.
For questions, contact funddevelopmentmanager@jltampa.org.

This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts received June 6, 2018 through September 16, 2018

C E L E B R AT I N G T H E B I R T H O F
Clara Grace,
daughter of Katie Peluso
Courtney Bilyeu

Riley,
daughter of Kristen Wells
Sarah and Samuel Heller

Harper,
daughter of Marsha
Leventry
Sarah and Samuel Heller

Mackenzie,
daughter of Kelly Miller
Ashley Rector
Brandy Waltzer

Anderson,
son of Carlee Bowdoin
Sarah and Samuel Heller
Courtney Bilyeu
Brandy Waltzer
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Caroline Vostrejs
Isabel Dewey

Adeline,
daughter of Emily Boucher
Courtney Bilyeu
Kristen Brady
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Ty Emerson,
son of Carrie Cross
Rebecca Towner

Cameron Makena,
daughter of Anne
Bloomquist
Rebecca Towner
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
James Preston,
son of Jessica Rybicki
Courtney Bilyeu
Maggie McCleland
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Leslie Hodz
Andrew,
son of Jenna Milavickas
Emily Read
Caroline Vostrejs
Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Amelia,
daughter of Carrie Minerva
Stephanie Haas
Cameron Michael,
son of Mary Bolen
Mary Bolen
Ashley Watters
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Ava Joy,
daughter of Mia Cizmarik
Ashley Watters
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft

IN MEMORY OF
Steven Tyler Everitt,
Laura Everitt’s brother
Jessica Hornof
Lindsay Dorrance
Courtney Bilyeu
Laurel Moynihan
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Caroline Vostrejs
Meghan McGuire
Isabel Dewey

Ashley Rushing’s Mother
Laura Everitt
Taylor Jones
Meghan McGuire
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodturft
Denise Schultz’s Father
Laura Everitt
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Dali Uresti’s
Grandmother
Laura Everitt
Clark Webb,
Andrea Webb’s FatherIn-Law
Caroline Vostrejs
Courtney Bilyeu

Jen Carlstedt’s StepFather
Ashley Watters
Isabel Dewey
Melissa Knight Nodhturft
Ellen Boczarski’s Aunt
Jenny Schroeder

www.jltampa.org | 53

ENDOWMENT FUND

The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund
Leaving a Legacy ... Sustaining Our Service

The Endowment Fund was established in 2006 in partnership with The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay.
The fund ensures fiscal stability for The Junior League of Tampa, allowing members to focus on the League’s
mission independent of the state of the economy or the size of membership. A strong endowment fund will
ensure a revenue stream that will augment, but not replace, annual fundraising revenue generated through
individuals, events, grants, corporate sponsorships and membership dues. This provides the opportunity
to pursue new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating an additional financial
hardship for JLT or its members. Commemorative gifts support the Endowment Fund.

9 0 th A n n i v e r s a r y
Endowment Donors

T h e F o u n d e r ’s C i r c l e
Endowment Donors

90TH LEGACY FOUNDER

LEGACY FOUNDERS

Don and Campbell Burton
Betsy and Drew Graham

The Junior League of Tampa
Campbell and Don Burton
The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay

90TH SUSTAINING FOUNDER
Suzanne and Evan Brownstein
Stacy Carlson
Solon F. O’Neal, Jr., in memory of Sherrill Bell O’Neal

90TH FOUNDER
The Dutkowsky Charitable Foundation
Laura Everitt
Dr. Michael and Ginny Garcia
Mark and Suzy Mendelson

Betsy and Drew Graham
Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, in memory of
Kenneth Charles Kane

FOUNDERS

The Ambersley Family Foundation/The Kamm Family
The Beck Group
Kate Caldarelli
Katie and Ryan Cappy
Tara and Whalen Clark
Cindy and Tony Coney
Marie Hebbler
Nicole and Matt Hubbard
Melissa and Phil Nodhturft
Dada Pittman
Jenny and Peter Spencer
2015-2016 Inaugural Management Council
2015-2016 Leadership Council, in honor of Stacy Carlson

Heather and Bennett Barrow
Allison and Adam Burden, in memory of Sandee Simpson
Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes
Laurie Ann Burton
Stacy Carlson
Pat and Calvin Carter
Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.
Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers
First Citrus Bank, in honor of Jessica Kendall
Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III
Jenay and Kevin Iurato
Helen Kerr
Ann Sells and David Miller
Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana
Terri D. Parnell
Mary, David and Abigail Persky
Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley
Lavinia Witt Touchton, in memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

90TH CONTRIBUTOR

Donor List as of September 16, 2018. Donations less than
$250 are recognized through the Commemorative Fund.

90TH SPONSOR

Fran Dupuis
Tom and Andrea Layne
Marysue and Jim Mathews
Gianni O’Connor
Ginny Veit
Caroline Vostrejs

90TH SUPPORTER
Mildred Lewis, in honor of Alden Lewis Sollner, Lisl
Unterholzner, Gloria Johnston Sparkman, and
Anne Wilson King
Selena Ward
2015-2016 Endowment Committee
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SUSTAINING FOUNDERS

Thank you to our inaugural member of
the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman.
The Junior League of Tampa
considers it an honor to be
designated as a beneficiary of an
estate or foundation. We regard
this type of planned giving highly
and recognize donors through
membership in The Junior League
of Tampa 1926 Society.
The program allows you to leave your legacy in our
community by supporting the future of the League and
its members.

Be Empowered.
now offering private individual
and group lessons
exclusively for

Ladies

book today events @ shootersworld . com

Topics Include:
handgun & firearm safety
concealed weapons permit
methods for concealed carry
active shooter training

116 E FLETCHER AVE | SHOOTERSWORLD.COM

Now accepting
applications for the
2019-2020 school
year!

Honored to support
The Junior League of Tampa
and its commitment to
helping break the cycle
of poverty for our
most disadvantaged
child
children and families.

3700 Bank of American Plaza, 101 East Kennedy Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33602
600 Cleveland Street, Suite 800, Clearwater, FL 33755
813.221.3900 • www.hwhlaw.com

Submit an inquiry or apply today:
Located in South Tampa,
stjohnseagles.org
St. John’s is a not-for-profit,
Episcopal PreK-8 Independent
Director of Admissions:
school with a rich 68-year
Cindy Fenlon
tradition of academic excellence.
813-600-4348
cfenlon@stjohnseagles.org
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WHO'S WHO
IN THE LEAGUE
by KENDRA LYMAN

Get to know a few of our inspiring members who have
shared with us their passion for JLT, as well as their exciting
lives and accomplishments outside of the League!

MOLLY MOLLOY CATLETT
Raised in Louisiana and a graduate of The University of Alabama, Molly
Molloy moved to Tampa in 2014. She joined The Junior League of Tampa
in 2015 in an effort to get to know the community, make friends and grow
professionally. She considers herself very fortunate to have met great
friends in the League through her active involvement.
As a Provisional member, Molly Molloy demonstrated her leadership
abilities and eagerly undertook a Willingness to Lead position through
Kids in the Kitchen at Metropolitan Ministries. She enjoyed her Provisional
experience so much that she became a Provisional Mentor the following
year! This past year, Molly Molloy served as the Fundraising Sponsorship
Liaison Coordinator for The Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat Races,
enjoying the opportunity to utilize and expand on her leadership and
fundraising skills.
Outside of the League, Molly Molloy works at Colliers International, a
commercial real estate firm, providing market knowledge, transaction
support, space identification, property tours and financial analysis services
for her clients on behalf of Tampa’s high-volume Healthcare Services team
and Office Occupier Services team. She also is an active team member of
the Colliers Centers of Excellence.
Molly Molloy and her husband, Kyle, live in South Tampa with their dog
Bourè. She enjoys traveling to new destinations, cheering on the Tide,
biking and checking out Tampa’s fabulous restaurant scene.
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JAYDE STEWART
Jayde V. Stewart is a 2018 Provisional member committed to serving the
Tampa Bay community and inspiring change for the benefit of society
through her League involvement. JLT's commitment to developing the
potential of women and children aligns strongly with her own personal beliefs
and values, and Jayde is looking forward to developing new relationships and
getting involved in the League’s many initiatives and programs.
Jayde is program manager of the Fellows program at the National Academy
of Inventors. Jayde earned a bachelor’s degree in public health from the
University of Pennsylvania, and she is currently pursuing a master’s degree
in entrepreneurship in applied technologies at the University of South
Florida. Jayde is a USF Women in Leadership & Philanthropy Virginia
Gregory Endowment in Entrepreneurship Scholar and maintains a 3.9 GPA.
In addition to school, her commitments to the League, and a full-time job,
Jayde also manages a unique cupcake business, IntoxicakeDC, a company
she founded in February 2017 in Washington, D.C., that has since expanded
to Tampa. She is passionate about improving the world through innovation
and hopes to inspire and encourage the next generation of female
entrepreneurs and inventors.

M EL A N I E BROW N
A graduate of The Florida State University, Melanie lived in Tallahassee for
10 years and was a member of The Junior League of Tallahassee. Since
transferring to The Junior League of Tampa in 2012, Melanie has served JLT
continuously as a critical part of the Public Affairs Committee. As a Co-Chair
this year, Melanie is focusing on the state advocacy initiatives and promotion
of the League’s significant community contributions and involvement to state
and local elected officials.
Outside of the League, Melanie works with a boutique firm as a contract
lobbyist representing various clients before the Florida Legislature. Melanie
has used this experience to assist multiple anti-human trafficking non-profits
in the Tampa Bay area advance their respective projects and initiatives to
help victims across the state of Florida. Melanie has an identical twin sister,
Nicole Garcia, who is also an active member of The Junior League of Tampa
- people often do a double take! Melanie is married with two toddlers who
keep her on her toes, and is also an active parishioner with Christ the King
Catholic Church.

KENDRA LYMAN
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously served as a contributing writer and as
Assistant Editor for The Sandspur. She works as a construction law attorney and has lived in Tampa since 2013. In her free
time, Kendra enjoys running, attending concerts with her husband Chance, and spending time with friends and family.
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OUT AND ABOUT

Community Partner Lunch

Habitat for Humanity
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Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful
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OUT AND ABOUT
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Museum of Art Family Day
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CONNECT
WITH US

QUANTIFYING
OUR IMPACT

This and every 2018-2019 League
year edition of The Sandspur
highlights The Junior League of
Tampa's social media channels
and web presence. We encourage
members to join the conversation by
linking up with us on social. Share your
favorite League pictures using the
hashtag #myJLTampa. You can also
access the latest Sandspur online. We
look forward to connecting with you!

The Junior League of Tampa is committed to helping
break the cycle of poverty for our most disadvantaged
children and families. Our Community Projects in the areas
of child welfare and education aim to directly impact,
provide and build a better community for all.

VOLUNTEER HOURS:

50,000+

VOLUNTEERS AT LARGE:

1,500+ volunteer hours
Read about our great community projects,
interesting membership, fabulous donors and
issues affecting the Tampa community.
jltampa.org/sandspur

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET:

Keep your finger on the pulse of the League.
jltampa.org

17,573 shoppers

Learn about our impact in the community.

jltampa.org/community

LOVE BUNDLES:

Enjoy some "face time."

facebook.com/
TheJuniorLeagueofTampa

Follow us on Instagram.

@JuniorLeagueofTampa

1,298 backpacks delivered

FOOD 4 KIDS:

11,285 bags packed

Support our community projects.
jltampa.org/support

Access cookbooks and other League
merchandise.

jltampa.org/jlt-culinary-collectioncookbooks

62 | Fall 2018

CHILDREN’S LITERACY PROJECT:

6,061 books donated

THE

PRSRT STD
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SANDSPUR

PAID

The Junior League of Tampa
87 Columbia Drive
Tampa, FL 33606
www.jltampa.org
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Loralee Koontz, PA-C

U South Tampa
Medical Aesthetic Boutique

3522 W Azeele Street, Tampa Florida 33609 | 813.348.3700 | USouthTampa.com

Botox/Dysport

|

Ultherapy

|

Microneedling

|

Skin Care

|

Fillers

|

Kybella

|

Threads

