
SUMMER 2019

p r o g r e s s



 



 

ACURA | BMW | BUICK | CHEVROLET | CHRYSLER | DODGE | FORD | GMC | JEEP
NISSAN | MAZDA | MINI  | RAM | VOLVO CARS and  CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

F E R M A N  H A S  P R O U D LY  S U P P O R T E D  T H E  J U N I O R  L E A G U E  O F  TA M PA  F O R  O V E R  7 0  Y E A R S .

SMART SHOPPERS CHOOSE FERMAN.COM 



4  |  Summer 2019

ED
IT

O
R'

S 
LE

TT
ER

As The Junior League of Tampa wraps up yet another incredible 
League year, it seems fitting to reflect on our achievements 
through the lens of progress.  Much like a student’s graduation is 
often referred to as “commencement,” the end of one League year 
also marks an exciting beginning for the next.  With far too many 
significant and inspiring successes to recount in a single letter, the 
2018-2019 year has once again cemented JLT’s commitment to its 
Mission and to its continuing improvement and progress.  

For an organization with such vast, long-term aspirations, it can 
sometimes be difficult to pinpoint or clearly define progress 
when there is no single or end goal in mind.  But this ambiguity is 
also what makes all of our smaller, ongoing accomplishments so 
important as part of the larger picture.  Each time an individual 
member, committee or initiative crosses its own finish line—whatever 
that may be—the League as a whole benefits and moves forward in 
its overarching journey.  

As a result of tireless and dedicated leadership and members, as 
well as invaluable community support, JLT continues to operate as 
a veritable well-oiled machine, but none of its progress would be 
possible without the efforts and achievements of all its moving parts.  
As we enjoy the summer and take time to recharge for the 2019-
2020 League year, I remain proud and honored to be a part of The 
Junior League of Tampa’s continuing efforts to empower women and 
better serve our community.     

Kendra Lyman
Editor

Looking Forward
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KENDRA LYMAN, Editor
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously served 
as a contributing writer and as Assistant Editor for The Sandspur. She works 
as a construction law attorney and has lived in Tampa since 2013. In her free 
time, Kendra enjoys running, attending concerts with her husband Chance, and 
spending time with friends and family.

ELIZABETH WEIBLEY, Features Editor
Elizabeth first joined JLT in 2017, and this is her first year as an Active 
member. By day she is a Financial Aid Administrator at the University of South 
Florida, and by night she is a Disney-obsessed, dog-cuddling bookworm.

LAUREN VAGNONI, Assistant Editor
Lauren is a first-year Active member of JLT. By day, she works as an attorney for 
a property insurance company. She holds an undergraduate degree in psychology 
from the University of Florida and a Juris Doctor degree from Florida State 
University College of Law. In her free time, she enjoys volunteering within the 
Tampa Bay community, spending time with friends and family and watching Gator 
football. Lauren also loves planning socials and events as she serves as this year’s 
League Resource Liaison for The Sandspur Committee.

KATE DOUGLASS, Copy Editor
Kate is a first-year Active member who, outside of the League, works in 
stewardship & fundraising  communications. She studied nonprofit management 
at FSU before working at a museum in NYC. Now living in South Tampa, Kate 
enjoys horseback riding, yoga, traveling and spending time with family.

CARRIE MINERVA, Photographer
Carrie has been an Active member of JLT since 2016 and previously served 
two years as an Active member of the Junior League of Fort Lauderdale.  She 
is a Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner for the Veterans Health Administration. She 
is a woman of faith who enjoys photography, fitness, and conjuring up creative 
meals in the kitchen. Carrie and her husband live in South Tampa and recently 
welcomed their first child, Amelia!

NICHOLE VILD, Photographer 
Nichole has been a Junior League member since 2013 and belonged to the 
Emerald Coast and Northern Virginia chapters before transferring to Tampa in 
2015. Nichole is a logistics planner for the U.S. Army and enjoys travel and 
photography in her spare time.

SAMANTHA LITRICO, Advertising Coordinator 
Samantha is a first-year Active member of JLT as Advertising Coordinator 
for The Sandspur. She graduated from St. Leo University with a degree 
in psychology and marketing, and she currently works as a training and 
development manager. Samantha is passionate about public speaking, 
writing and volunteering. She loves being a part of the League and the many 
opportunities it provides to serve in the community.
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BEHIND THE BALUSTRADES
Driving Organizational 
Progress to Improve  
the League and  
Our Community

When I think of the singular word to summarize this past 
year, it is progress. Progress does not denote completion 
but momentum. I am proud of the progress our volunteers 
and leadership team have made this year moving the needle 
on important initiatives like diversity, equity and inclusion, 
advocacy, leadership development, and community impact.

This landmark year started with our headquarters remodel 
last summer, record-breaking fundraising, hosting 
neighborhood meetings, adding a Sustainer of the Year 

luncheon, launching The Junior League of Tampa Diaper Bank and distributing 
100,000 diapers in our first year, re-engineering our communications strategy, 
and reaching community groups that we had previously never worked with. All of 
this while continuing business as usual in internal and community functions. We 
have been successful because of the dedication, hard work and willpower of our 
members, sponsors and community partners.

The beautiful thing about the League is that you know that the progress we make 
one year will continue and build on itself. Not to mention that we have been able 
to make progress because of the foundation that was set for us. I am proud and 
confident of our work this year and cannot wait to see what the future holds for the 
League and our community.

We have all heard the cliché, ‘by volunteering, you get more than you give.’ Over the 
past year as President and the past 17 years as a Junior League member, I can 
100% attest to that truth. The richness of experience has been more than I ever 
could have known or expected when walking into the Junior League of Las Vegas in 
2002. I have had the honor of witnessing lifelong friendships form, watching women 
have an idea and seeing it through to completion, beholding the sparkle in the eye of 
a child who is meeting their forever family for the first time or being impacted by one 
of our volunteers.

It has been a true distinction representing this fabulous organization and our 93-year 
history. It will forever be one of the highlights of my life. I cannot thank you enough 
for the honor and I look forward to working together in the future to continue the 
progress of developing women leaders and improving the Tampa Bay community.

Yours in Service, 

Isabel Dominicis Dewey 
President, 2018-2019
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by LAUREN VAGNONI

There are three words that aptly describe The  
Junior League of Tampa’s incoming 2019-2020 
President-Elect, Meghan McGuire: Involvement, 
Adventure and Excellence. Born in London, England, 
Meghan moved quite a bit as a child and spent the 
most significant amount of time living just north 
of Atlanta in Roswell, Georgia. Her unique life 
experiences include performing in the Opening 
Ceremonies for the 1996 Olympic Games and in 
the Super Bowl XXVIII Halftime Show! Growing 
up, Meghan played tee-ball, ran track, and also 

participated in gymnastics and cheerleading. In 
high school, she was a member of the Key Club and 
National Honors Society. Meghan is also an avid 
football fan and has very fond memories attending 
football games with her family.

Meghan attended Florida State University beginning 
in 1996, and was also a member of the Seminole 
cheerleading squad. Notably, she cheered on the 
sidelines during the 1996 Florida State v. Florida 
football game when the Seminoles defeated the 

Gators, 24-21. At the end of the exciting game, 
however, fans rushed the field and unintentionally 
pushed Meghan and a fellow cheerleader to the 
ground. An FSU football player picked them up and 
brought them safely to the field’s exit, but team 
staff still felt bad about the incident – so they took 
Meghan to meet Bobby Bowden! Needless to say 
she was ecstatic!

In addition to cheering the Seminoles on to multiple 
victories, Meghan was also a Seminole Ambassador 

and a member of Delta Gamma Sorority, serving as its 
Vice President of Membership and Recruitment. She 
ultimately earned a bachelor’s degree in marketing 
with a minor in sports management. Meghan’s time at 
Florida State helped her grow as a young adult and 
taught her to be comfortable with who she is—and that 
individuality is something to celebrate. 

Following college, Meghan moved to Tampa, Florida, 
and joined JLT in 2009. Since then, she has served 
the League tirelessly, including roles as Strategic 

GE T TING TO K NOW 
JLT’S 2019-2020 PRESIDENT-ELECT 

MEE T Meghan McGuire! Meghan McGuire! Meghan McGuire! 
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Planning Assistant Chair and Chair, Community 
Projects Manager, Fund Development Planning/
Research Chair, Dragon Boat Co-Chair, Nominating 
Committee member, Membership Manager and, most 
recently, Strategic Planning Director. 

Though Meghan has many wide-ranging goals 
for the League, in particular she hopes to: further 
implement JLT’s recent diversity, equity and inclusion 
(DE&I) initiatives throughout the League’s internal 
operations and community projects; increase member 
satisfaction, training and interaction; enhance the 
fund development plan and community/advocacy 
focus; and continue to develop internal and external 
brand awareness of the League. Most importantly, 
Meghan hopes that each and every member of JLT 
can become better connected 
to their “why”—their unique, 
individual reasons and goals 
for service with the League. 
She notes that every member 
at every stage of membership 
and in each particular 
placement plays a critical role 
in the organization as a whole. 

Outside of her service to the 
League, Meghan works in 
the marketing department 
for an interconnection and 
colocation global technology 
company. She enjoys ancestry 
research, reading, playing 
Texas hold-’em, and watching 

documentaries or anything history-related. She is also 
involved in Equinix Impact, a division of her company 
that drives corporate social responsibility and connects 
employees to charitable giving and initiatives. 

For this upcoming League year, Meghan is particularly 
excited about continuing JLT’s reinvigorated emphasis 
on DE&I, noting that we are fortunate to have many 
brilliant leaders throughout the Junior League 
organization as a whole who are dedicating time, 
expertise and energy to this important effort. Meghan 
is grateful to be a part of the League, and she is 
honored to serve as the 2019-2020 President-Elect  
of The Junior League of Tampa. 
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LAUREN VAGNONI
Lauren is a first-year Active and works as an attorney for a property insurance company. She holds an undergraduate degree in 

psychology from the University of Florida and a Juris Doctor degree from Florida State University College of Law. In her free time, 
she enjoys volunteering within the Tampa Bay community, spending time with friends and family and watching Gator football. 

Lauren also loves planning socials and events as she serves as this year’s League Resource Liaison for The Sandspur Committee.  15

Fun facts you may not know about Meghan:

FAVORITE SPORTS TEAMS:  
FSU, Notre Dame, Chelsea Football Team, 
Tampa Bay Lightning 

FAVORITE COLOR: Orange

MOST DESIRED TRAVEL 
DESTINATION: Egypt

FAVORITE MOVIE: Almost Famous

FAVORITE QUOTE: “If you think you are 
too small to make a difference, try sleeping 
with a mosquito.” – The Dali Lama

Did You Know?
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by BRIDGET ABBAS, CAMERON HUNT MCNABB AND LAUREN VAGNONI

BRIDGET ABBAS
Bridget is a fifth-year Active member of JLT and a veteran educator. She is passionate about teaching her middle 

school students to read, write and think critically about the world around them. When not teaching, Bridget also 
serves on the boards of several nonprofit educational organizations.

16 

For weeks, the steady beat of dragon boat drummers pulsed through the river waters of downtown 
Tampa, as teams and competitors of all ages and levels of experience prepared for the 2019 Tampa Bay 
International Dragon Boat Festival. This year’s Festival, proudly presented by The Junior League of Tampa 
and Pan Am Dragon Boat on April 27, drew hundreds of participants and spectators to enjoy the event 
and festivities at Cotanchobee Ft. Brooke Park. As the League’s newest signature fundraiser, the Festival 
aims to drive community awareness, engagement and involvement, and to promote health and wellness 
throughout the Tampa Bay area.

"Dragon Boats originated in China more 
than 2,500 years ago and first docked in 
Tampa in 2004." 

On the day of this year’s Festival, downtown Tampa’s Garrison 
Channel was energized with community, corporate and professional 

paddlers racing to the finish, while spectators and attendees 
enjoyed food trucks, live music, entertainment, local 

merchants and family-friendly activities. 

For those interested in attending future 
events or learning more, this may beg 
the question: 

What exactly is  
Dragon Boat racing?

PADDLING FOR A PURPOSE: 
The 2019 Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat Festival



www.jltampa.org  |  17 17

BASICS OF BOATING
Dragon Boats originated in China more than 
2,500 years ago and first docked in Tampa in 
2004. A standard Dragon Boat crew consists of 
22 members, including 20 paddlers, one person 
who drums at the bow and one person who steers. 
Paddlers sit in pairs facing the bow of the boat. 
The first pair of paddlers set the pace for the boat. 
The drummer, located at the front of the boat, 
creates the “heartbeat” of the boat, which guides 
the frequency of strokes for paddlers. The “sweep” 
stands at the back of the boat and steers it with 
a rigged oar. Working together, an ideal Dragon 
Boat crew navigates a race at high speeds with 
impressive precision.

All skill and experience levels are invited to 
participate in the races at the Festival, with 
each team and individual paddler placed in the 
appropriate skill-level racing division. To prepare for 
the race, all teams and paddlers can participate in 
up to three optional practices with a Dragon Boat 
professional. 

READY TO RACE 	
Kathryn Crowe, 2018-2019 Co-Chair of JLT’s 
Dragon Boat Committee, describes the event 
as “unique, vibrant and fast-paced.”  Races run 
throughout the day, with winning boats advancing 
to additional rounds. Paddlers enjoy competition 
on the water as well as a bonding experience with 
other team members. Of course, participants get a 
great workout too! 

In addition to enjoying the fun and impressive 
competition on the water, spectators on land can 
play family-friendly lawn games, nosh on fabulous 
food truck meals, and enjoy unique shopping with a 
variety of local vendors in attendance.

EMBRACING THE SPIRIT OF 
SUPPORT AND COMPETITION
The 2019 Festival continued the tradition of not 
only fun competition and community interaction, 
but also support and awareness of important local 
issues, efforts and organizations.  Every paddler 
brought something of themselves to the water and 
paddled for a cause, and every spectator joined 
in support, their cheers echoing with the dragon 
boat drums.  This year’s event included boats 
sponsored by local businesses and by community 
organizations including The Junior League of 
Tampa, the Special Olympics, as well as multiple 
inspiring groups of breast cancer survivors.  In fact, 
as a group at large, breast cancer survivors have 
dragon boat teams all over the nation, as paddling 
offers a safe and healthy form of exercise for those 
who are facing or have undergone treatment, and 
the spirit of competition and teamwork provides 
a unique opportunity to bond with and support 
women in their journeys.  The Festival honors 
survivors each year with a special tribute. 

JLT Membership has also embraced the 
infectious spirit of the Festival, with multiple teams 
participating each year.  Active Member Jenna 
Gough Milavickas joined the dragon boat team 

LAUREN VAGNONI
Lauren is a first-year Active and works as an attorney for a property insurance company. She holds an undergraduate degree in 

psychology from the University of Florida and a Juris Doctor degree from Florida State University College of Law. In her free time, 
she enjoys volunteering within the Tampa Bay community, spending time with friends and family and watching Gator football. 

Lauren also loves planning socials and events as she serves as this year’s League Resource Liaison for The Sandspur Committee.
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her Provisional year and has participated ever since. 
“I have been on the Special Olympics boat as the 
drummer for a few years now and there is nothing 
more exciting than seeing the athletes’ faces light up 
as we start moving together. We all have so much fun 
getting together and doing this each year!” Provisional 
Member Melissa Garitta remarked that the Festival 
“is a great team bonding experience and a way to 
meet Active and Sustaining Members, building a bond 
with people you wouldn’t have the chance to meet 
otherwise.”

Volunteers and spectators also enjoyed this year’s 
event on land.  JLT member and volunteer Fiona Lake 
has served every year and boasts that it is her favorite 
shift.  Outside of the League’s Membership, Tampa 
resident Lee Davidson attended for the first time this 
year and found herself drawn to the community of 
paddlers.  In fact, after meeting and chatting with one 
crew participant, she plans on joining their practices 
over the summer.

PADDLING WITH A PURPOSE
The Junior League of Tampa is proud to present this 
signature event as a critical part of its ongoing efforts 
to facilitate community engagement and involvement, 
and to promote health and wellness in a unique 
celebration of the Tampa Bay region and its natural 
beauty.

Through its partnership with Tampa-based Pan Am 
Dragon Boat Association, a leading Dragon Boat 
production company, The Junior League of Tampa 
is honored to be designated as Pan Am’s exclusive 
non-profit beneficiary of the Festival for years to 
come. All net proceeds from the Festival will support 
the League’s life-changing community projects and 
advocacy efforts throughout Tampa Bay and beyond.  

Although this is only the third year of the Tampa Bay 
International Dragon Boat Festival, the event has 
become a staple of the downtown spring season and 
the League itself.  JLT encourages all to participate 
in the annual event, as the Dragon Boat Festival is 
the League’s only competitive annual fundraising 
event and offers a truly unique experience for anyone 
looking for springtime fun!

For more information about tickets, sponsorship 
opportunities, or to form or join a team, please visit: 
www.jltampa.org/dragonboat.

CAMERON HUNT MCNABB
Cameron Hunt McNabb has been a member of The Junior League of Tampa since 2016 and is part of the third 

generation in her family to serve in JLT. She works as an English professor and enjoys running and traveling in 
her spare time. Cameron looks forward to raising her daughter to serve in the League as well!

18 
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Jessica Couvertier Katelin David Lindsey Dewey Robin DreierMary Crescentini Jeannine Davis Alexandra Diaz Alexandra Ellison

Kelly Bjorkquist Tyechia Brown Sigourney Charlton Jessica CochranYoustina Bolos Megan Bryant Kathryn Clarke Jacqueline Cole

Julia Allen Lydia Atkinson Mirjam Ball Haven BassettAlexandra Andrews Alison Avery Gina Barry Jessica Berroth

Brittany Erigo Rawan Faramand Kelly Fearon Melanie FoleyStephanie Ewell Brooke Farrior Molly Fitzpatrick Chelsea Fredrickson

Amanda Fritz Taylor Gari Alexandra Gerecke Patsy GiardaAdrian Gaffney Melissa Garitta Christina Gerecke Elizabeth Giles

Catherine Godwin Elizabeth Greminger Michelle Hernandez Kristin HorneChelsea Grau Katie Hanneken Geneva Holland Tania Horst

Lauren Humphries Crystal Jacovino Christy Johnson Elisabeth JuneMelissa Isabel Keel Mathilde Jarrett Brianna Jordan Lauren Kay

Amber Kessler Elizabeth King Stephanie Knapp Laura LambertStephanie Key Darcy Klempner Mia Kwon Jasmine Lane

PROVISIONAL  
CLASS OF  
 2 0 1 9

Congratulations to the Provisional Class of 2019! 
After a year of tireless provisional education and service, The Junior 
League of Tampa is proud to welcome its newest Active members!
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Amanda Post Jennie Radu Jamie Rametta Stephanie RescignoCara Powell Rachael Rahrig Jennifer Renspie Lauren Rice

Jamiel Maze Lauren Montoya Rachel Moskovitz Kathleen O'BrienTiffany Miller Melissa Mora Marie Moyle Kara O'Connor

Tracy Lanning Jessica Lee Rebeccah LoCascio Stephanie MarsanLauren Leavine LaToya Lemons Lauren Maguire Jude Masannat

Ashlyn Robinson Savannah Rogers Kelly Rush Emily SegovianoDominique Rocco Suzanne Rondeau Katie Schab Sophie Seidenberg

Ashley Simington Haley Simpson Lina Solomonov Alexia StalpesAmy Simon Gross Paige Skinner Caroline Sosa Kristin Stephan

Shea Sterner Meaza Stewart-Morrison Hayley Swormstedt Emily TangJayde Stewart Allison Swank Jennifer Sylvian Kate Tarokh

Janae Thomas Ashley Tinsley Nicole Tribbett Molly VentersLindsey Thomas Alia Trafficante Rebecca Truitt Amrita Wheeley

Caroline Wherley Angel WynnNina Wright April Young

Lauren Graham

Lila Gross

Kate Hall

Ashlee McGeehan

Ashley Powell

Aditi Purandare

Sarah Purkey

Kelly Ravens

Danielle Shepard

Michele PanettaMelissa Page Tara Payor Katie Peterson Monica PiazzaTalia Pappas Katherine Pederson Christine Phan

 N O T  P I C T U R E D :



As part of The Junior League of Tampa's commitment to recognizing community 
leadership and service, The Luminaries program celebrates individuals whose 
contributions to the Tampa Bay area serve as inspiration for all. Each year, The 
Luminaries honors three individuals for notable leadership, advocacy and distinction 
within their respective areas of service.

The 2019 Luminaries honorees—Rosemary Armstrong, Dr. Judy Genshaft, and Joseph 
Capitano, Sr.—were recognized at JLT's annual Luminaries luncheon on May 10 at the 
Bryan Glazer Family JCC. Attendees enjoyed meeting and hearing from each of the 
honorees, while celebrating their many accomplishments and legacies of service.

The League invites all members of our community to consider nominating individuals 
who have achieved significant, lasting impact in serving and helping to improve the 
Tampa Bay region. For more information regarding the 2020 Luminaries, including the 
nomination process and upcoming deadlines, please visit jltampa.org/luminaries.

by KENDRA LYMAN
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KENDRA LYMAN
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015 and previously served as a contributing writer and as  

Assistant Editor for The Sandspur. She works as a construction law attorney and has lived in Tampa since 2013. In her free 
time, Kendra enjoys running, attending concerts with her husband Chance, and spending time with friends and family.
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813.892.1688

Denise Cassedy 
Cassedy Financial Group 
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Allied Securities, Inc.  
813.251.0004

Linda Courtney Clark, Esq. 
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Custody, Dependency/ 
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linda@lindaclarklaw.com 
813.935.7755

Jan Cornelius, DDS 
Periodontic and Implant  
Dentistry 
DentalImplantCenter.net 
JanCornelius@DentalImplantCenter.net 
813.254.4568

Ashley Watters 
Centennial Bank 
Sr. Commercial Loan Officer 
Commercial/ Investment  
Property Financing 
awatters@my100bank.com 
813.281.5133

Louise McLead, CPA 
Individual tax preparation  
and planning 
www.mcleadcpa.com 
louise@mcleadcpa.com     
813.335.9799

Hannah Gross 
Guardian Restoration 
Disaster Restoration and  
Construction Services 
guardianrestorationservices.com 
727.212.1202

Jessica Kendall Hornof 
First Citrus Bank 
Personal and Business Banking 
firstcitrus.com 
jkendall@firstcitrus.com 
813.926.2848

Clare Robbins 
Emerson Robbins  
Portrait Consultant,  
Fine Art Portraiture. 
Clarerobbins@me.com 
813.928.6902 

Kim Miller 
Majesty Title Services 
Make sure your home purchase  
has clear title! 
kmiller@majestytitle.com 
813.230.0236

Leland Baldwin  
The Law office of Leland  
Toman Baldwin 
Criminal law/ Focus on  
Collaborative family law 
ltbaldwinlaw@gmail.com 
813.773.5298

Jennie Smith 
Jennie Smith Interiors  
(FL License #0001644) 
Residential and Commercial  
Interior Design 
Visit my shop at 2713 S. MacDill Ave. 
813.839.7637

Jenny Mitchell-Spencer 
Real Estate Professional 
Jenny@BoutiqueRealtyFL.com 
408.234.6049

Ashley Zohar 
Law Office of Ashley Zohar, PLLC 
Wills, Trusts, Probate, Property, 
andSmall business Law Counsel 
Ashley@AshleyZoharLaw.com 
813.992.5290

Amy Tamargo 
Selective College Consulting, Inc. 
College Admission Experts 
atamargo@selectivecc.com 
813.598.8695

Laura Webb 
Webb Insurance Group 
Home, Auto & Business 
Webbinsgroup.com 
813.887.5531

Christy Atlas-Vogel 
Marketing Direction 
Flexible Marketing Partners 
cvogel@marketingdirection.com 
813.526.1870

Elaine Sweeney 
Strut.Fashion 
clothing accessories lifestyle 
Elaine.strut.fashion@gmail.com 
813.468.0424

Irene Ferguson 
Seacoast Bank 
Sr. Vice President 
Banking Services 
Irene.Ferguson@seacoastbank.com 
813.263.8581

Come join us for lunch!

Exceptional Professionals  
is a group of Junior League women 
who gather monthly over lunch to 
share ideas and support one another 
as we navigate work, family and 
life in general. We have planned an 
amazing year ahead focusing on 
our chosen theme: Be Present. Our 
speakers will touch on this theme 
throughout the year and will teach 
us how to be mindful in our everyday 
lives. We hope you will be present at 
this exciting series of events. 

Contact Krista Allred, 813-766-3313 
and we will send you more details.

THE 2018-2019  
LUNCH CALENDAR: 
☐ Aug 16 – Keeping Balance 
☐ Sept 20 – Your Vision
☐ Oct 17 – Interpersonal 
☐ Nov15 – Nutrition  
☐ Jan 17 – 2020 is Here 
☐ Feb 21 – Marketing You 
☐ Mar 20 – Mindfulness
☐ Apr 17 – Wrap Up



www.jltampa.org  |  25

MORGAN BLAKE
Morgan is a first-year Active member who, outside of the League, works on the Real Estate Asset 

Management team at Bloomin’ Brands. She graduated from Florida State University and is so happy to have 
moved back to her sweet hometown of Tampa. Currently residing in Hyde Park, she loves spending time 

with her boyfriend Anthony and her family, trying new recipes and foraging for flowers around town. 25

Krista Allred  NMLS# 319001 
FBC Mortgage LLC NMLS#152859 
Mortgages Made Easy 
kallred@FBCHomeloans.com 
813.766.3313 cell/text

Nancy Blake PA 
Luxury Properties International  
Keller Williams Realty 
Nblake@kw.com 
813.892.1688

Denise Cassedy 
Cassedy Financial Group 
Securities offered through First  
Allied Securities, Inc.  
813.251.0004

Linda Courtney Clark, Esq. 
Family, Adoption, Divorce,  
Custody, Dependency/ 
Termination of Parental Rights 
linda@lindaclarklaw.com 
813.935.7755

Jan Cornelius, DDS 
Periodontic and Implant  
Dentistry 
DentalImplantCenter.net 
JanCornelius@DentalImplantCenter.net 
813.254.4568

Ashley Watters 
Centennial Bank 
Sr. Commercial Loan Officer 
Commercial/ Investment  
Property Financing 
awatters@my100bank.com 
813.281.5133

Louise McLead, CPA 
Individual tax preparation  
and planning 
www.mcleadcpa.com 
louise@mcleadcpa.com     
813.335.9799

Hannah Gross 
Guardian Restoration 
Disaster Restoration and  
Construction Services 
guardianrestorationservices.com 
727.212.1202

Jessica Kendall Hornof 
First Citrus Bank 
Personal and Business Banking 
firstcitrus.com 
jkendall@firstcitrus.com 
813.926.2848

Clare Robbins 
Emerson Robbins  
Portrait Consultant,  
Fine Art Portraiture. 
Clarerobbins@me.com 
813.928.6902 

Kim Miller 
Majesty Title Services 
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has clear title! 
kmiller@majestytitle.com 
813.230.0236
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Toman Baldwin 
Criminal law/ Focus on  
Collaborative family law 
ltbaldwinlaw@gmail.com 
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(FL License #0001644) 
Residential and Commercial  
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CELEBRATING A YEAR OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

JLT’s 2019

by MORGAN BLAKE

Each spring, The Junior League of Tampa 
celebrates the end of the League year with its 
Annual Dinner, inviting all members to join in 
commemorating the year’s accomplishments 
and JLT’s most inspiring women and community 
initiatives. Organized by the League’s Member 
Meetings and Events Committee, this year’s 
event was thoughtfully planned and beautifully 
presented on May 16 in Tampa.

The stunning Gathering Hall at Armature Works 
served as an ideal venue, and  there was plenty 
to celebrate as attendees reflected on yet 
another successful year for JLT and its work 
throughout the community. Following a cocktail 
hour, JLT’s 2018-2019 President, Isabel Dewey, 
opened the evening by leading the Pledge of 
Allegiance and by congratulating all Provisional, 
Active, and Sustaining Members for their 
invaluable contributions to the League over the 
past year.

The first award of the evening, presented by 
Provisional Education Chair Elizabeth Dunsmoor, 
recognized Lindsey Dewey as the 2018-2019 
Provisional of the Year.  As Elizabeth proudly 
described, Lindsey is calm, poised and diplomatic.  
As a busy wife and mother, Lindsey nevertheless 
attended every Provisional Education course meeting 
throughout the year and went above and beyond 
to volunteer for several other League committees 
while also completing her Provisional service with 
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the Kids in the Kitchen Committee.  Lindsey is also 
appreciated for her punctual, valuable and insightful 
feedback, and she will surely continue to set a 
wonderful example as she continues in her League 
career.  In her first year as an Active Member, Lindsey 
will serve as the 2019-2020 League Resource 
Liaison for the Diaper Bank Committee.

The 2018-2019 Active 
of the Year award 
was presented to 
Casey Barile, upon 
unanimous selection 
by the League’s 
Executive Board.  
As the 2018-2019 
Design Coordinator for 
the Public Relations 
Committee, Casey 
“brought JLT graphics 
to a whole new level,” 
reviving the JLT social 
media platforms with 
fresh and original 
content as part of the 
Committee’s overall 
initiative to implement 
a new branding 

strategy for the League. Casey’s work to highlight 
one of the League’s newest public affairs initiatives, 
Activate813, led to one of JLT’s most highly viewed 
and engaged social media posts ever, which was 
ultimately shared and publicly recognized by The 
Association of Junior Leagues International (AJLI).  
As she continues her service to the League, Casey 
will serve as the 2019-2020 Vice President of Public 
Relations for the Toastmasters Committee. 

The next award was presented by JLT’s 
Finance Director, Caroline Vostrejs,  who 
announced the Public Affairs Committee 
as the League’s 2018-2019 Committee 
of the Year. JLT President, Isabel Dewey, 
recognized the Committee’s significant 
accomplishments, noting “As a past chair 
of this committee, it has been exciting to 
watch the Public Affairs Committee soar 
to new heights.”  The Committee’s most 
notable success over the past year is 
inarguably the Activate813 initiative, through 
which The Junior League of Tampa has 
collaborated with other nonprofit community 
organizations to address local public affairs 
issues and promote nonpartisan community 
awareness and involvement.  In particular, 

Activate813 focuses on voter education, registration, 
and engagement throughout Tampa and Hillsborough 
County.  Congratulations to the 2018-2019 Public 
Affairs Committee, including Co-Chairs Maggie 
McCleland and Melanie Brown.

Following 
recognition of her 
own Committee’s 
accomplishments, 
Public Affairs 
Co-Chair Maggie 
McCleland presented 
the 2018-2019 
Inspiring Leader 
of the Year award 
to Caroline Foss. 
Described as a 
visionary with 
a big-picture 
mentality, Caroline 
was recognized 
for always leading 
by example and 
ensuring that others 
feel empowered and 
important. As Maggie 
explained, “Caroline embodies the Ralph Waldo 
Emerson quote: ‘Do not go where the path may 
lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a 
trail.’” Caroline’s inspiring enthusiasm helped JLT’s 
Diaper Bank, one of the League’s newest initiatives, 
to expand from working with one community partner 
to seven, and to surpass 100,000 diapers now 
distributed to local families in need since the initiative 
began less than one year ago.  In line with the spirit 
of her award, Caroline has personally gone above 
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and beyond by hosting a diaper drive to assist recent 
hurricane victims and reached out to elected officials 
in Tallahassee to advocate for the proposed diaper 
sales tax exemption bill.  Caroline will continue her 
service to the League and community as Co-Chair of 
the Diaper Bank Committee.

The Martha S. 
Ferman Spirit 
Award, given each 
year in honor of one 
of the League’s most 
cherished members, 
was presented to 
Laura Everitt.  Laura 
began her League 
career with the 
Junior League of 
Charlottesville and 
subsequently served 
the New Orleans and 
Nashville chapters 
before joining JLT in 
2007.  As an integral 
part of JLT’s success 
and growth, Laura 
has tirelessly served 

throughout the past 12 years as chair of multiple 
committees and on the Executive Board as Secretary, 
Community Director and Membership Director.  The 
League is grateful for Laura’s invaluable contributions 
and looks forward to her continued presence as a 
Sustaining Member. 

In a particularly moving end to the evening’s awards, 
Sustainer President Leslie Jennewein presented 
the 2018-2019 Sustainer of the Year award to 
Patricia “Pat” Carter, who has demonstrated an 
outstanding lifetime commitment to serving others.  
Aptly described by Leslie as the most prestigious 
honor a League member may receive, the Sustainer 
of the Year award humbly recognizes JLT Sustaining 
Members whose lifetime accomplishments and 
commitments to the League serve as inspiration for 

all who follow. Selected by two former recipients 
of this award and a past Sustainer President, Mrs. 
Carter was recognized with great appreciation for 
her lifelong dedication to serving her community 
through the League and otherwise.  As a friend 
describes, “Her leadership since becoming a member 
of JLT in 1967 has been exemplary. Her desire to 
improve her community has been constant and her 
passion to develop the potential of women is the 
most impressive.”  As a native Floridian and proud 
graduate of Florida State University, she has enjoyed 
a successful career as a business professional in 
addition to her years of volunteer service. As Mrs. 
Carter accepted her award, she was joined by her 
husband and lifelong partner, Calvin Carter, as well as 
their children and grandchildren.

The 2019 Annual Dinner concluded with the symbolic 
passing of the gavel to the incoming 2019-2020 
JLT President, Melissa Knight Nodhturft, whose 
leadership and vision for the coming year will surely 
continue The Junior League of Tampa’s legacy of 
service, collaboration and community.
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LATEST LOGOS LAUNCHED

... IS YOURS NEXT? sensory5 .com
Marketing | Advertising | Design

AN INDEPENDENT EPISCOPAL DAY 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS  
IN PRE-K TO GRADE 12
www.berkeleyprep.org

JACK
CLASS OF 2031

IMAGINE  
the Possibilities

FUTURE CHAMPION...
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The Junior League of Tampa is proud to partner with 
organizations who share our values and mission. This 
year we were fortunate enough to work with Tampa 
General Hospital (TGH) as they create a healthier 
community by meeting the physical and nutritional 
needs of at-risk youth. JLT was the beneficiary of a 
generous $10,000 donation from TGH to fund our 
Kids in the Kitchen Program.  

In 2006, the Association of Junior Leagues 
International, Inc. (AJLI) created the Kids in the 
Kitchen Program for Junior Leagues across the 
country to tackle this difficult issue. The program 
brings together volunteers and youth to learn how to 
make healthier nutritional choices. The Junior League 
of Tampa was an early adopter of the initiative and it 
continues to be our Provisional Project.  

The youth that we serve often live in food deserts, 
without access to fresh foods. Food deserts are 
problematic because the most accessible food in 
these areas typically comes from convenience stores 
that sell processed, high-sugar and fat laden foods, 
which contribute to obesity and long-term health 
issues. Through the Kids in the Kitchen initiative, 
volunteers work with children living in food deserts 
by showcasing healthy meals and snacks that require 
minimal ingredients and preparation to develop 
healthy long-term eating habits.   

Heather Hall, JLT’s 2018-2019 Kids 
in the Kitchen Committee Chair, 
knows how TGH’s generosity was felt 
throughout the community.  Heather 
notes, "We are extremely grateful 
for our partnership with TGH with 
the Kids in the Kitchen program. The 
funds provided food and materials for 54 Kids in 
the Kitchen site visits and served over 1,000 kids, 
teaching them the importance of healthy eating 
habits and exercise and how to incorporate it into 
their daily lives." 

The Kids in the Kitchen committee also hosts Family 
Food Fest, a free family event to kick off the summer 
season. The 2019 event, hosted at the University 
Area Community Development Center Complex, 
featured a mobile food pantry, games, culinary 
demonstrations, and book giveaways.

Creating a culture of health and wellness is 
paramount to a strong city and region. The 
partnership between Tampa General Hospital and 
The Junior League of Tampa is working hard to 
improve the lives of our most vulnerable.  We are 
fortunate enough to renew this partnership in the 
2019-2020 year and will continue to make an impact 
to youth throughout the region.  

JLT and Tampa General Hospital 
Come Together to Bring Nutrition 
to Food Deserts
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T H E 
S U S T A I N E R 
S P U R

THE SUSTAINER SPUR’S EDITORIAL STAFF:

Teneille Kuznicki, The Sustainer Spur Editor

An Active Member of JLT since 2011, Teneille works in 
Program Management. She was previously the Co-Chair of 
the Luminaries Committee, and also part of the Inaugural 
Committee. Teneille grew up in Trinidad and Tobago, just  
got married and enjoys travelling the world.

SUSTAINER EXECUTIVE BOARD 2018-2019:

Sustainer President: Leslie Jennewein

Sustainer President-Elect: Marsha Lane

Sustainer Corresponding Secretary: Catherine Marston

Sustainer Recording Secretary: Ann VonThron
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It's SUMMERTIME! With kids out of school, families taking 
some much-needed vacation time and friends catching up 
with each other; it's great to see the continuation of activities, 
outreach and the relationship building that continues to grow 
within our group. Our Sustainers have been using this time to 
shake things up, step out more to meet each other through 
multiple pop-ups and events.

It is an exciting time we are in with all the changes we have 
folded into our organization over the past few months, and 
it is a true testament to our evolution and progress. When I 
look back into 2018 and coming on board as the editor of The 
Spur of the Moment, we took on an opportunity to get more 
Sustainer exposure, starting with the re-branding of the Bi-Yearly 
communication that went out to our Sustainers. It was time 
to grow our footprint with Sustainers in the league wanting to 
participate in events, and continue to support the League.

In the Fall 2018 edition, we had the inaugural inclusion of The 
Sustainer Spur within our quarterly release of The Sandspur, 
bringing the face of the Sustainers to our entire League. 
What started out as a simple vision, has seen The Sustainer 
Spur grow to include a Sustainer Spotlight, highlighting our 
Sustainers through the Decades, recognizing a Historical 
aspect that played a pivotal role in our League's history, and 
spotlighting major Sustainer events occurring throughout the 
year. What an AMAZING opportunity!

Coming together as a group was the beginning by creating the 
vision of The Sustainer Spur, keeping this going is progress, 
especially with our growth over the past league year, and 
working together will make it a success as we continue the 
vision of the Sustainers.

In closing, I would like to thank everyone who took time out of 
their busy schedule to work on The Sustainer Spur, to give 
advice and to support this vision. As we go into the new league 
year, let's keep this forward momentum!

Teneille Kuznicki 
The Sustainer Spur Editor

Our path forward  
through Progress

Life is not easy for 

any of us. But what of 

that? We must have 

perseverance and 

above all confidence 

in ourselves. We must 

believe that we are 

gifted for something 

and that this thing 

must be attained.

— Marie Curie
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The JLT Sustainers includes a vast age-range of women—a direct result of the 
Decade of Dedication designation. Many of our Sustainers are increasingly 
becoming younger and we understand that change and progress are both 
inevitable and welcome. The demand to deliver entertaining social events, as 
well as, educational and volunteer opportunities to this varied and talented 
group of women is critical in order to maintain, and ultimately increase, 
everyone's engagement. 

I am certain that many Sustainers enjoy seeing and participating in the usual 
tried-and-true events on the yearly JLT Sustainer calendar, yet many of the 
newer Sustainers yearn for additional options that provide both fulfilling 
and entertaining membership experiences on a more frequent basis. The 
good news is that every year new ideas surface for valuable and exciting 
opportunities to offer the Sustainers, and this year was no exception. In 
every organization you will find those who are team "old school" and then 
there are those who enjoy and embrace change. By remembering this 
and by continuing to keep our hearts, minds and options open, our entire 
organization will benefit as a direct result of this blend of ideas. 

Every organization needs goals to strive for. Not only do our goals give 
members direction and purpose, but they ensure that we are working 
towards the benefit and progress of the overall organization, while having 
fun in the process. I encourage all of the Actives to make sure that you set 
aside time to get to know the Sustainers. They bring a treasure trove of 
knowledge to the table and their accomplishments over the years should be 
recognized and celebrated. It can never be overstated that the landscape and 
breath of our Sustainer network has laid the groundwork for a sustainable 
foundation for the future of The Junior League of Tampa. 

I want to thank my predecessor, Betsy Chambers, and the 2019-2020 
Sustainer President, Marsha Lane, for their insight, support and friendship.  
I know that Marsha has much in store for the Sustainers and I wish her the best! 
My only advice is to have fun along the way and don't take it all too seriously. 

In closing, I have enjoyed getting to know so many Sustainers and Actives 
this year. It has been a true pleasure working with Isabel and the staff at JLT 
Headquarters. My committee was amazing, and without the dedication of a 
few of you, we could never have pulled off so many events. I look forward to 
being with all of you at a future JLT event soon! 

Best, 

Leslie Jennewein 
Sustainer President

Letter From The Sustainer President—  
Leslie Jennewein Save the
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Letter From The Sustainer President—  
Leslie Jennewein Save theDates

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
SUSTAINERADMIN@JLTAMPA .ORG   OR  813.254.1734 EXT 1

POP UP HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15TH AT 5:30PM
AMERICAN SOCIAL

BACK TO THE LEAGUE
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH
JLT HEADQUARTERS

POP UP HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH AT 5:30PM
ELEVAGE

POP UP HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17TH AT 5:30PM
SALT SHACK



by TENEILLE KUZNICKI

Our group started as a simple “wish we knew 

more Junior Leaguers, why don’t we have a 

monthly lunch group to get to know each other” 

— states founding 

member Krista Allred. 

This was the starting 

conversation Krista 

had back in 1998 

in the parking lot at 

the Holiday Boutique 

held at Junior League 

Headquarters. At 

the time, the casual 

lunch group was 

mostly working women who valued a chance 

for ‘girl talk’ and ideas on how to be more time 

effective juggling  family, work, and volunteer 

commitments. They soon had the idea to support 

the League financially by running an advertisement 

in The Sandspur, and a name was needed hence 

‘Exceptional Professionals’ was born. 

Mission Statement: Exceptional Professionals is a 
group of JLT women who gather monthly over lunch 
to share ideas and support one another as they 
navigate work, family and life in general.

Current Sustainer and 
member of this group 
Kimberly (Kim) Davis 
joined the Exceptional 
Professionals in 2008 
as a way to broaden her 
overall JLT experience. 
Kim had been in the 
League for about four 
years, had three young 
kids at home, and had 
just started a brand 
new business. She 
was loving the service 
and leadership aspects and wanted to expand 
her overall JLT experience to work on personal 
development and professional growth. At that time, 
The Exceptional Professionals were comprised of 
successful Sustainers who had founded the group to 
ensure the connections and friendships they started 
as Provisionals and Actives bridged the gap and 
continued into Sustainerhood. To herself she thought 
– “what better way to navigate my personal growth 
than to connect with women who were already on the 
path to where I wanted to be in life!”

Exceptional
Professionals

34  |  Summer 2019



Hannah Gross 
brings the lens as 
a current Active 
member within 
the League. This 
group has impacted 
her in many ways. 
Mainly, the ability 
to truly understand 
“work life balance”. 
Many of the women 
in the group are 
wives, mothers, and 
volunteers, all while 

holding full time careers. Hearing the women share 
their monthly success stories allowed her to truly 
implement “work smarter, not harder”, allowing her to 
truly gain balance in many areas of her life, especially 
as a working mother. 

Kim also states, “The evolution of this group has been 
extraordinary! What started as a mainly socially driven 
group of Sustainers has expanded to include all JLT 
member levels and is really constantly exploring ways 
additional value can be provided during the monthly 
lunches in all aspects of our lives — social, personal 
and professional.” She is excited to see how the group 
can develop and evolve with a continued impact on 
our members and our community at-large.

Krista is also excited with the growth and progress 
over the past few years. This group of women 
continues to evolve and grow year over year — “At 
a recent meeting, several ladies decided to offer 
more value in the lunch hour, and so we now have a 
calendar of speakers for the Fall 2019 — Spring 2020 
season.  Come join us for lunch, you may meet a new 
friend, or learn a new skill.” 
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TENEILLE KUZNICKI
An Active Member of JLT since 2011, Teneille works in Program Management. She was previously  

the Co-Chair of the Luminaries Committee, and also part of the Inaugural Committee. Teneille grew up in 
Trinidad and Tobago, just got married and enjoys travelling the world.
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D A V I S  I S L A N D  Y A C H T  C L U B

B U L L A  S U S T A I N E R  S O C I A L
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S U S T A I N E R S
by STEPHANIE HAAS

THROUGH THE DECADES

In celebration of The Junior League of Tampa’s inspiring history, we are honored to 
introduce some of the League’s earliest founding members and leaders, each of whom 
has helped guide the League through its many decades of service and growth.
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THE HONORABLE KATHERINE G. ESSRIG

What defined your time in the League? Was there a noteworthy 
project or fundraiser that galvanized the Membership?

I don’t know that any one particular project or fundraising activity of the 
League “defined” my time as an Active member, however I found a number 
of projects and activities enabled the Membership to feel connected to 
each other and, more importantly, to feel that they understood many of the 
needs of our community and the ways in which the League could meet 
some of those needs and fill some of the voids that existed.  

During the entire time that I was an Active member of the League, the 
League hosted a Thrift Sale for the community; all Active League members 
participated in some fashion, by both donating items to be sold, working 

at the warehouse and/or the day of the sale (stocking items on shelves, tagging items, working cash 
registers, etc.); though the League subsequently decided that the efforts of its members could better 
serve the community in other ways, this was a project that, back in “the day,” enabled us to reach out to 
those members of the community who were less fortunate and to directly provide to them goods at greatly 
reduced prices.  It was an annual reminder of how easy it is to give a helping hand to those who are less 
fortunate, and, while we no longer have a Thrift Sale, the League continues to do much to better the lives 
of those who can use some assistance.

What is your favorite League memory?

My favorite League memory is listening to Jean Ann Cone present “the history of the League” to new 
Provisionals.

The League is first and foremost a training organization. How did the League prepare you to serve 
in the community more effectively? 

The League helped prepare me in so many ways, for much of the community and professional work 
in which I have been involved over the years. I served on the Board of Directors of the League, which, 
especially given how large the Board is, really enabled me to learn Robert’s Rules of Order, organizational 
structure, board governance, to name a few, which has been of great assistance to me as I’ve served on 
numerous governing boards of organizations.

Also, the League taught me that volunteer roles are not positions of fluff, but are to be taken seriously 
and approached in a businesslike and professional way. I think that two League placements, in particular, 
assisted me in my professional endeavors:  

1980s Members



www.jltampa.org  |  39

I served on the Public Affairs Committee, and, as a member of that committee, I attended a State Public 
Affairs Committee (“SPAC”) meeting; through that placement, I learned about legislation and issues of 
import, on both the state and local level, that impacted Hillsborough County citizens. I also served on 
the Provisional Education Committee, and that placement involved partnering with a Provisional member 
of the League, shepherding her along as a member, teaching her about the history and the structure 
of the League, and ensuring that she had a solid beginning to her future service as an Active member 
of the League.  I loved that placement, as it forced me to see the League through the eyes of a new 
member; I enjoy mentoring young lawyers and new judges, and this placement was the start of what has 
been a long process of mentoring those who are starting out in their careers.

How has the League changed (good or bad) since you were an Active? 

The League has changed in size; it is much larger than it was “back in the day,” and its economic 
impact, as well as forcefulness, in the community is greater. Also, the League has become much more 
diverse in every way, which, of course, is a great thing.  Also, the vast majority of League members now 
are employed outside the home full-time, whereas when I first joined the League, a higher percentage 
of its members did not work outside the home.  But the League has been steadfast in its commitment 
to focusing on specific areas of need in our community and to galvanizing its members to assist in 
strategic and meaningful ways.  The projects and fundraisers change, but the overarching goals remain 
the same — to promote voluntarism, to develop the potential of women, and to make a positive impact 
upon our community through effective action and leadership.

What do you hope to see the League accomplish in the next decades? What advice would you 
give to future League leaders? 

I hope to see the League continue to focus its efforts on child welfare and on education.  As someone 
who works on a daily basis with children in the foster care system, I can assure you that the League’s 
impact upon foster children and at-risk youth is tremendous.  Through Kids Connect, Love Bundles, 
Food 4 Kids, Human Trafficking Awareness, and the Diaper Bank projects, the League is touching 
directly the youth in our community who are truly in tremendous need — of families, of love, of basic 
necessities, and of human dignity.  And, through Family Literacy Nights and the Children’s Literacy 
Project, the Milo Book Bus, as well as Girl Power!, the League is enabling youth to gain the tools they 
need to be able to become self-sufficient and productive members of our community.

To future League leaders, I would say to find your niche within the League and to learn about a particular 
focus area and how you, outside of the League, can continue to pursue that passion, either in your 
professional endeavors or in your avocations.

Tell us about your career post-JLT.

While I was still an Active League member, I ran for County Court Judge and served as such for six 
years; I then ran for Circuit Court Judge, and I have been serving in that position for twenty-three years.  
For the vast majority of the time I have served as a Circuit Judge, I have heard cases involving children 
who have been abused, abandoned, and neglected.  I also have served for the past 19 years as a 
member of the Hillsborough County Children’s Board, which uses ad valorem dollars to fund projects 
for children and families in Hillsborough County. My League activities and training contributed greatly 
to my being able to serve in each of those positions; I learned the value of listening, of being a good 
Board member, of galvanizing resources and volunteers to accomplish good, especially for those in the 
community who are at-risk and in great 
need.  I learned the importance of all 
three branches of government not only 
fulfilling their responsibilities, but also of 
listening to and working with those in the 
other two branches.  I learned to look 
at our community through a variety of 
lenses and to address its many needs in 
focused, strategic, approaches. 

“The League taught me that volunteer 

roles are not positions of fluff, but are to 

be taken seriously and approached in a 

businesslike and professional way.”



1990s Members
DENISE CASSEDY

What defined your time in the League? Was there a noteworthy 
project or fundraiser that galvanized the membership? 

The League gave me mountains of lifelong memories. From my beginnings 
as a Junior League of London provisional, to my career as Sustainer 
President of our Tampa League, each placement has held a special place 
in my heart. I love everything the League does for the community, and the 
crop of passionate, talented women I meet are what I can only describe 
as inspirational. My greatest challenge with the League was serving as the 
first fundraising chairman. I had never been involved in fundraising, so my 

start was humble. I printed all the fundraising letters from my home printer and sent them to companies 
and non-League individuals, successfully resulting in new supporters. The hard work that paid off 
and ultimately led to uplifting the community - this turned my spark for the League into a fire. Today, 
fundraising is well-developed placement with a full team reaching out to our community for support, but 
I’ll never forget my early days that defined my League drive.

What is your favorite League memory? Why?

When I chaired Kid’s Connect with both Love Bundles and the Adoption Picnics under the umbrella, 
I had the pleasure of meeting the president of Nutmeg Industries. His company produced t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, and I knew that our Love Bundles went to children during the cold winter months. I was 
impassioned explaining our project to the president, and I asked for any overruns from his mills. The next 
week, his office called me and asked for a list of what sizes I might want in 900 sweatshirts! Nutmeg 
Industries delivered every size we requested to our warehouse. That moment was pivotal for me in 
seeing what I could do to make a difference. I realized that it is always about relationships and the ask! 
Our League passion was contagious.

The League is first and foremost a training organization. How did the League prepare you to serve 
in the community more effectively?

As a trained volunteer, I was given the tools to look at League placements that were out of my comfort 
zone. This new confidence led me to serve as a Public Relations chair and create a slideshow 
highlighting our League’s projects and opportunities. I spoke to 37 civic groups about our Enabling 
Funds grants and Done in a Day projects. Because of training, I tried this project I would have never 
done otherwise, and I educated many nonprofits unfamiliar with JLT’s benevolence. 
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“I think it is very important for our leaders to keep their eyes on our 

community partners and continue to find meaningful ways to collaborate with 

them, as the community grows, shifts, and changes.”
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STEPHANIE HAAS
Stephanie Haas is JLT's Communications Manager. She lives in New Tampa with her husband, John, and her 
two very stubborn french bulldogs, Wrigley and Mattingly. An avid music and sport fan, if you can't find her 

at headquarters, you can find her cheering on the Gators and Bucs, or at a concert somewhere in the world.

How has the league changed (for good or for bad) since you were activity? 

There continues to be a lot of need in the community, but 95% of our membership works 
outside the home. This makes it more difficult for our League to marry our membership’s 
placements with community projects that will address a distinct need and that can be 
facilitated on the weekends or evenings. I continue to marvel at League members that are 
juggling it all and making a difference in the community. The family and career demands have 
increased for women. It is a testimony to what Junior League is doing right…. Women are still 
lining up to become members. I am thrilled to see more diversity in our membership, diversity 
that parallels our community. I feel community members can connect to us more. 

What do you hope to see the League accomplish in the next decade? What advice would 
you give to our future leaders?

I would like to see our Love Bundles project duplicated across the US at our other 290 Junior 
Leagues. This project exemplifies what the League does best - finding a very distinct need not 
yet met in a community, and working to fulfill it. It also marries the League member interest with 
placement. 

I admire all our leaders and their commitment to our community. Their continual energy is 
contagious. I think it is very important for our leaders to keep their eyes on our community 
partners and continue to find meaningful ways to collaborate with them, as the community 
grows, shifts, and changes. Our world is evolving, and what may have worked ten years ago is 
obsolete today. 

All our leagues need to find ways to retain our well trained membership. We need to keep 
these  women engaged and not lose them to other organizations. It is our League training that 
makes them valuable for the community. 

Tell us about your career - post JLT.

The “Can Do” attitude of our league has empowered me to contribute in many other areas. I 
served on the Davis Island Civic Association three times and chaired the Girl Scout Dance for 
fifteen years. The League helped me realize the importance of finding something you can really 
connect with and using that connection to give back in the fullest way possible. My daughters 
were both Girl Scouts for twelve years, and I have been a local DI resident for over twenty 
years. Training empowered me to be courageous and challenge myself in these community 
positions. My community volunteerism has increased since joining the League and receiving 
their training. Through JLT, I saw what can be accomplished when we all work together for a 
common cause. 
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GOLD 
13 Ugly Men Foundation♦

SILVER 
Burton Family Foundation♦♦♦
Betsy and Steve Chambers  
    Family Foundation♦♦♦
Mary Lee Nunnally Farrior♦♦♦
Great Expressions Dental  
    Centers

BRONZE 
The Bank of Tampa♦♦♦
CAE USA Inc. 
Terrell and Joe Clark♦♦♦
First Citrus Bank – Jessica  
    Hornof♦♦♦
HCSO Charities, Inc. - Sheriff  
    Chad Chronister
Monica Kirkland♦
Carla and Punit Shah♦♦

PATRON
The Ambersley Family  
    Foundation (The Kamm  
    Family)♦♦
June and Michael Annis♦♦♦
Stacy and Greg Baier♦♦♦
Courtney and Allan Bilyeu♦♦
Kristen Brady♦♦
Mary & Shaun Brooker♦♦
Allison and Adam Burden♦♦♦
CAE USA Inc. - Monica  
    Kirkland
Kate and Brian Caldarelli♦♦
Su Thi Ho Campo♦
Katie and Ryan Cappy♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Gael G. Carter♦
Tara and Whalen Clark♦♦
Cindy and Tony Coney♦♦♦
Sue and Frank Courtright♦♦♦
Sue and Don Cox♦♦♦
Dalton Dental - Dr. Hilary  
    Dalton ♦♦
Margaret E. Davis♦♦♦
Shanida De Gracia♦
Robin Wright DeLaVergne♦♦
Isabel & John Dewey♦♦
Tracie Domino & Brian  
    Burns♦♦♦
Jordan Donnelly♦♦

Sam and Lindsay Dorrance♦♦
Simon & Elizabeth  
    Dunsmoor♦♦
Fran and Ray DuPuis♦♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦♦
Sara Katherine Ennis♦ 
Laura Everitt♦♦♦
Laura Ferman Farrior♦♦♦
Vicky and Jonathan Fiddelke -  
    Bayshore Title♦♦
Beverly and Gary Foster♦
Kristina Gandre♦
Gary & Christina Garcia♦♦♦
Ginny and Mike Garcia♦♦♦
Fiona-Lee Gerrard♦♦
Ruth and John Giordano♦♦♦
Betsy and Drew Graham♦♦♦
Hannah and Paul Gross♦♦
Lauren and Chris Gstalder♦♦
Stephanie & John Haas♦
Sarane and Chris Harrell♦♦♦
Margo and Gary Harrod♦♦♦
Sarah & Chad Harrod♦♦♦
Rosemary Henderson♦♦
Becky and Sam Ho♦♦
Leslie & Adam Hodz♦♦
Nicole and Matt Hubbard♦♦♦
Jackson Dental♦
Leslie Jennewein♦
Julie and Rob Johnston♦♦
LaKisha Kinsey-Sallis♦
Brita and Rocky Lincoln♦♦♦
Lee Lowry♦♦♦
Elizabeth and Ben Mackie♦♦
Julia N. Martinez♦♦
Rosemary Sparkman  
    McAteer♦♦
Meghan McGuire - Equinix♦♦
Julianne Mckeel
Kelley and Robert Merck♦♦
Jennifer L. Moore♦♦
Laurel Moynihan♦♦
Melissa Knight Nodhturft♦♦♦
Diania Pimenta - Abora Travel♦
Jennifer Pipa
Lauren Pizzo♦
Power Design Inc. 
Drs. Thinh Nguyen and Aditi  
    Purandare
Jennifer Putnam♦♦
Gael Ragone♦

Caitlin & Taylor Ralph♦
Emily Roberts Read♦
Lisa and Kevin Reeves♦♦
Stephanie and Stephen  
    Rumbley♦♦
Barbara Ryals♦
Marie Sabina♦
SBJ Resch Family Foundation  
    Inc.♦♦♦
Beth M Schatzberg♦♦♦
Jenny Clara Schroeder♦
Emily and Tony Segoviano
Ann Sheppard♦
Jenny and Peter Spencer♦♦♦
Brittany Stahl♦♦
Betty Street♦
Jenny Steinbrenner  
    Swindal♦♦♦
Sheryl and Joe Teague♦
Stella Ferguson Thayer♦♦♦
Lindsey Thomas
Susan and John Touchton♦♦♦
Kendra Velilla♦♦
Caroline & Ryan Vostrejs♦♦♦
Laura Walsh - Laura Walsh  
    Events♦♦
Dossie and Benjamin Ward♦♦
Nell Ward♦♦♦
Ashley & Jack Watters♦♦
Caroline Wright♦♦
Ashley Zohar♦

CONTRIBUTOR
Suzanne Bainbridge♦
Nate and Ceci Berman♦
Suzanne and Evan  
    Brownstein♦♦
Mallory Cecil♦
Adele M. Clarke♦♦♦
Jennifer Crooker♦
Chloe Cullinan♦♦♦
Pam and Brett Divers♦♦♦
Lillian Chor Florin♦♦
Jacqueline Gayle-Kelly
Nicole M. Gitney♦♦
Sarah and Brian Gremer♦
Stephanie Key Hetler
Jenay and Kevin Iurato♦♦♦
Taylor and Wesley Jones♦♦
Debbie and Frank King♦
Chrisi and David Laxer♦♦♦

Patti Lee♦♦
Holly Miller Moore♦
Julie and Jim Murphy♦♦
Joan and Larry Rayburn♦♦♦
Rivero, Gordimer and Company  
    PA♦♦
Katie Selman♦♦
Ms. Kathleen  Shanahan
Danica Sun♦
Alicia Maria Thomas and  
    Anthony Joseph Bruno♦
Lavinia W. Touchton♦♦♦
Heather and Mark Walsh♦♦
Anne and David Williams♦♦

FRIEND
Bridget Abbas
Brittani Alexander♦
Tee Ann Bailey♦♦♦
Casey Barile♦
Carlee Bowdoin♦
Shannon & Stuart Brown♦♦
Kelsey & Christopher Bulnes♦
Aubrey Burris
Pat Carter♦♦
Denise Cassedy♦♦♦
Juliana Castillo
Kathryn Chappetto♦
Becky and Ray Charles♦♦♦
Karen Clarke♦♦♦
Lauren Connors♦♦
Rosann Creed♦♦♦
Rachel Cruz♦
Pat Daley♦♦♦
Joan Dance♦
Alexis Dempsey♦
Connie and Miller Detrick♦♦♦
Lindsey Morgan Dewey
Kate Douglass♦
Autumn Etheredge♦
Bruce Faulmann
Kelly Fearon
Liz Fisher & Chris Demski♦
Kitty Forenza♦♦
Cara Garvin♦ 
Vanessa Gilyard♦
Dada Glaser♦♦
Mary Catherine and Don  
    Gould♦♦♦
Michelle Graba
Sally Hardee♦♦♦

Donations to The Junior League of Tampa support our mission-driven programs 

and projects. Each year, our annual donors support special events and contribute 

as individuals, foundations and businesses in support of our mission.

To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a gift, visit jltampa.org/annual-campaign.
For questions, contact fundraising@jltampa.org.
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Mary Beth Hargrove♦
Sarah and Samuel Heller♦♦
Sally S. Hill♦♦♦
Nadyne Hines♦♦♦
Mary Hulse♦♦♦
Laura Hummel♦
Mary Beth Hunt♦♦
Rachel Jackson♦♦
Mr. & Mrs. Robert James♦♦♦
Jennifer and D. Blaine  
    Johnson♦♦♦
Kendra Scott - Hyde Park  
    Village♦
Cheryl Currie Kilcoyne♦♦
Sarah and Ben Kodadek♦♦♦
Teneille A. Kuznicki♦♦
Lagretta and Mark Lenker♦♦♦
Terri and Eric Longphee♦♦
Allison and Tom Luzier♦♦♦
Lauren Maguire
Katina and Matt Markowski♦♦
Maria Papadakis Mason♦
Debra L McKell♦
Sterling and Melissa  
    McLamore♦♦
Stefanie McQueen♦
Victoria Motes♦♦
Mindy Murphy♦♦♦
Lyris  Newman♦♦♦
Lisa Razler♦
Redefining Refuge, Inc.
Heather and Adam Robyak♦♦♦
Lynette and Rick Russell♦♦♦
Gwyn and Mark Schabacker♦♦♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦♦
Dawn Cummins Short♦♦
Jennifer and Marc Stauffer♦♦♦
Meaza Stewart-Morrison
Elise Szafranski♦
Katherine Thomas♦
Kara Tumbleston♦
Ann S. Turner♦♦♦
Manoj Unni♦
Laura Warren♦♦
Morgan Gibbons Watson♦♦
Morgan Watts♦
Andrea Webb♦♦♦
Angie L. Wing♦
The Write Stuff - Lynn and Scott  
    Kelyman♦♦♦

SUPPORTER
Robin Acevedo♦
Hayley Ackerman
Julia Allen
Amanda Alvarez
Alexandra Andrews
Kristen Antonello♦
Breeze Arb
Rebecca Arends♦
John Arganian
Brittney Armstrong
Kelly Bagge♦
Julianne Barkman
Bridgette Bean♦
Jessica Beeh♦
Alyssa Beene♦
Haley Bell♦
Rebecca E. Benedict♦♦
Kara Bernstein♦♦
Carrie Bien♦
Anne Bloomquist♦
Tessa Blosser
Ellen Boczarski♦♦

Lauren M. Boehm♦♦
Melissa Bogner♦
Mary Bolen♦♦
Tricia Boucek♦♦
Emily Boucher♦
Alexandra Bouzas♦
Ralph Bowden
Caroline Boyle♦
Flavia Bravo♦
Jana and Jeffrey Bridge♦♦
Brittany Elise Photography -  
    Brittany and Zachary  
    Anderson♦♦
Danielle Brown♦
Melanie Brown♦♦
Amy Brun♦♦
Heather Bryant♦♦
Kimberly Bryce♦
Joshua Bullock
Shannon Burrows♦
Jaymi Butler♦♦
Shelbie Bynum♦
Katie Cabana♦
Katie Callaway♦♦
Danielle Campbell♦♦
Laura and Mark Campbell♦♦
Samantha Campbell♦
Allison Beard Campbell♦
Lindsay Capito♦
Melissa Caraminas♦
Jane Carswell♦♦
Margaret Cashill♦♦
Lauren E. Catoe♦♦
Sigourney Charlton
Chelsea Drinkard LLC
Chien-Pin Chiu
Kaitlin Christensen
Maria Cizmarik♦
Beccah Clark
Dr. Christine Clark♦
Natalie P. Clark
Natalie Sargent Clark♦♦
Casey Clayton♦
Lelia Logan Clewis♦
Tracy and Mitch Clouser♦♦
Courtney Cohen♦
Candace Cole
Jacqui Cole
Allison Conn
Connoisseurs Tours
Monica Cook♦
Mary Beth Courier♦
Alyssa Emiliucci Cox♦
Christina Crawford♦
Jennifer Crawford♦
Carol Crofton♦♦
Lauren Cromer♦♦
Carrie Cross
Lynne Crotty♦
Sheff Crowder♦♦
Katie Crowe♦
Jessica Cruze♦
Tara Cunningham♦♦
Rebekah & Jamil Daoud♦♦
Kristina Darville♦
Chalette Davis 
Kat Lewis DeBree♦♦
Lauren M. DeLuna♦
Tammy B. Denbo♦
Katelyn Dervay♦♦
Elicia Dick♦
Lisa DiGiore♦
Tori Dowdle♦
Robin Dreier

Lisa and Bryan Dreisbach♦♦♦
Margaret Dubbeld
Patricia C. Dwyer♦♦♦
Allison Dye♦
Beth and Bart Edwards♦♦
Sarah and Jake Edwards♦
Samantha Ekholm♦
Mrs. Erin C. Elser♦♦
Michelle Elwonger♦
Lauren Evanovich♦
Gina Evans♦♦
Sara Evans♦♦
Laura Lee Fakhoury
Rawan Faramand
Alicia and Dominic Fariello♦
Laura Fender♦♦
Irene G.M. Ferguson♦
Howie and Kimmie Fine♦
Joyce Fisk
Melanie A Foley
Mr and Mrs Peter Foss♦♦
Judge Florence Foster♦♦
Chelsea Fredrickson
Kimberly French♦♦♦
Laura Frost ♦
Yvonne Fry
Jessica Burns Fugate♦
Dora Furman♦♦
Lindsey Fussell♦
 Adrian Gaffney
Michelle Gallagher♦
Samantha Gant♦
Beth & Ralph Garcia
Garrett and Nicole Garcia♦♦♦
Melissa Garitta
Marlow Garner♦
Regan Garner♦
Sydney Ryan♦
Amy Gatto♦
Whitney P. Gatz♦
Jillian Gauld♦♦
Katelyn Giglio♦
Catherine Godwin
Sarah Gogliormella♦♦
Rachel Golden♦
Charya Goldsmith♦
Amy Gallo Gomez♦♦
Kaila Gosselin♦♦
Courtney Gossen♦♦
Alexandra Graham♦
Brittany Greco♦
Elizabeth Greminger
Betsy and Chris Grizzard
Kylie Gross♦
Lila Gross
Kate Hall
Nicki Mohr Hall♦♦
Caitlin Hamlin♦
Stephanie Hammersand♦
Lauren Hanley♦♦
Katie Hanneken
Alyssa Harley♦♦
Shelby Harris♦
Jennifer Renspie
Hildie Haviland♦
Diana Hechavarria♦
Miranda Henderson♦♦
Mia & Charlie Hendrick♦
Carrie Ann Henry
Elisha S. Hersem♦♦
Dana Hess♦♦
Geneva Holland
Jennifer Holmberg
Morgan Holmes♦

Tania R. Horst
Melissa Horvath♦
Andrelina Howard♦
Bridgette and Chris Howell♦♦
Mingyang Huang
Maritza  Iacono
Betsy and Michael Isaak♦♦
Jennifer Izzo
Cindi Jacobsen♦♦
Crystal Jacovino, DO
Mathilde Jarrett
Alicia Jenks♦
Ashley Johnson♦♦
Christy Johnson
Shelby Johnson♦
Erin McWhorter Jones♦
Bonnie H. Judy♦
Elisabeth June
Lauren Kay
Melissa Isabel Keel
Natalie LaRosa Kelly♦♦
Kelley Kilpatrick♦
Dulcinea and Bill Kimrey♦♦
Ashleigh King♦
Elizabeth May King
Jasmine King♦♦
Julia Knapp♦
Stephanie Knapp
Alissa Kranz♦
Lauren Kuschel♦
Michael & Jeni La Paglia
Lynn Lamar♦♦
Laura Lambert
Kim and Neil Lamis♦
Maer Landis♦
Tracy Lanning
Angela Lanza♦♦
Sara Larsen
Erin Lastra♦♦
Andrea and Tom Layne♦♦♦
Amanda Lazo
Nikki LeClair♦
Nikki LeClair
Rachel Lee
Angie Lemont♦
Laura Lenhart♦
Annie Leonard♦
Brooke Leske♦♦
Michelle Leslie♦
Marsha Leventry♦
Janet Lifsey♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦♦
Ashley Looney♦♦
Suzy Lopez♦♦
Kimberly  Loux♦
Courtney Lovinger♦
Laurie Lupcho♦
Kendra Lyman♦♦
Kristen Maduri♦
Karyn Maguregui♦♦
Molly M. Malloy♦
Jennifer E. Malone♦
Samantha Manning♦
Kimy Marino♦♦
marissa moss photography♦♦
Danielle Marone♦
Stephanie Marsan
Lillian & Chris Martin
Rona Martin♦
Sarah Martisek♦
Jude Masannat
Mae Mastrorio♦♦
Esther Mathew♦♦
Marysue and Jim Mathews♦♦
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Lydia Mauritson♦♦
Amanda May♦♦
Jamiel Maze
Susan Mazuchowski♦
Megan Flynn McAteer
Hannah and Chris McCabe♦
Erika and Mike  
    McCandless♦♦♦
Maggie McCleland♦♦
Jen McDonald♦
Amber Schonbrun  
    McDonnell♦♦
Kristen McFarland♦♦
Cynthia McGinness♦♦
Alessandra McGrath♦
Vivian McIlrath♦♦
Annie McKibben♦
Louise McLead♦
Mallory McLean♦
Caitlin McMullen
Nicia Mejia♦
Meltingpots USF 2019
Sara Melvin♦♦
Kristina Merritt♦
Suzy Mesmer♦
Annette and Michael Messina♦
Jennifer Miles♦
Eliot Miller♦♦
Kelly L. Miller♦
Kim and Michael Miller♦♦
Marcelite Miller♦♦
Tiffany Miller
Emily Monahan♦
Michelle Trazzera♦
Kinsey Moore♦
Melissa Mora
Denice & Joe Moreda♦
Madeline Morris♦
Rachel Moskovitz
Marie Moyle
Kim Murgio
Cassidy Murray♦♦
Alissa Myers♦
Anne Myers♦♦
Erika Myers♦♦
Sarah Myers♦♦
Desire Nelson♦
Stacey Borsik Niebles♦♦
Mary Christiana Nieves♦
Morgan Nobo♦
Valerie Noel
Morgan Nolan♦
S. Daryl Norfleet♦
Colleen O'Brien♦
Emily O'Connor♦
Jacqueline O'Connor♦
Candy Olson♦♦
AnnaMarie Otero♦
 Melissa Page
Michele Panetta
Lindsey Parks♦♦
Tara Payor
Sarah & Nick Peet♦♦
Lauren Pelini♦
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peluso♦
Karen Perry♦♦
Stacy Pila♦♦
Donald Plennert
Summer W Popejoy♦
Danielle Post♦♦
Hannah Pothier♦
Emily Preston
Lisa Primiani♦
Lauren Pulido♦

Jennie Radu
Naseem Rahman♦
Rachael Rahrig
Cindy Ramm♦♦
Jane Ramos♦
Adrienne Rea♦
Ashley Rector♦
Erin Regan
McKay Rehwinkel♦
Brooks N. Reilly♦♦
Stephanie Rescigno
Priscilla Ressler♦♦
Hayley Reteneller♦♦
Steve, Clara and Corey  
    Reynolds♦♦
Lauren Rice
Jennifer Richardson♦
Sarah Riley♦
Megan Rindone♦♦
Carolyn Robinson♦
Sarah Roick♦♦
Charlsey Roman♦♦
Conchita Root
Mary Kay Ross♦
Diane Rottensteiner♦
Alexandra Rozas♦
Katelyn Rumenik♦
Ashley Rushing♦♦
Jessica Rybicki♦
Lucielle Salomon♦
Johanna Sanchez♦
Missie Saterbo♦
Alexis  Sayers♦
Elizabeth Scarola♦
Katie Schab
Kara Schafer♦
Christine Schluter
Katherine C. Scott♦♦
Ryan & Kristin Scully♦
Lindsay and Brian Seel♦
Clare Sessums♦
Danielle Shepard
Lindsay Shiffman♦♦
Lyndsey E. Siara♦♦
Asela Silva
Brook Simmons♦
Catherine Simon♦
Jennifer and Sam Singleton♦♦
Dori Siverio-Minardi♦
Guajana Skyers♦
Ryan and Meghan Sladek♦♦
Lynn Smalley♦
Allison Smedley♦
Amanda Smith♦♦
Amber E. Smith♦♦
Britney O. Smith♦
Kelsey Smith♦
LaShawn Smith♦
Sara Smith♦
Teresa M. Soluri
Brittany Spaziano♦
Kady Squires♦
Alison St Cyr♦♦
Allison Stahl♦
Mary Jane Stanley♦
David and Sophie Steinberg♦
Kristin Stephan
Shea Sterner
Abby Stevens♦♦
Laura Stevenson♦♦♦
Tewabech Genet Stewart♦
Morgan Stillo♦
Jessica Strathman♦
Jessica Stravino♦♦

Stacie Stuart♦
Ashley Stultz♦♦
Julie Sugar♦
Mychael Sumby♦
Stephanie N. Swinson♦
Ruth Tapley♦
Kate and Jason Tarokh
Susanna Martinez Tarokh♦♦
Janae Thomas
Ashley Tinsley
Shannon & Ray Tompkins♦♦♦
Allie Torrence♦♦
Anna Tosone♦
Ms. Jennifer Touse
Rebecca and Chris Towner♦
Nicole Tribbett
Tara Triola♦
Shelby Truluck
Sonia Tsunis♦
Angela Turner♦
Shelby and Burton Tuttle♦♦
Jennifer Tyler♦
Lisl Unterholzner♦
Dali Uresti♦
Mandy Valenti♦♦
Lindsey Vance♦
Ginny Veit♦♦♦
Christiana A. Vento♦
Nichole Vild♦
Kelley Volenec♦
Ann VonThron♦
Claribel Waddell♦
Megan Wallace
Allison Wallrapp-McMullan♦♦
Sarah Walters♦♦♦
Brandy Waltzer♦♦
Julie Ward♦
Jennifer Watkins♦♦
Elizabeth Weibley♦
Kristin Wells♦♦
Allison Welter♦♦
Cori Welty♦
Julie Whitworth♦
Emily Williams♦♦
Kristin Wilson♦♦
Melissa Winner♦
Natalie Winslow♦
Fallon Winston♦
Nicole Wong♦
Katie Wyatt♦♦
Rachael Yopp♦
April Young
Gwynne A Young♦♦♦
Kelsey Zink♦
Camille Zutes♦♦

PROJECT SPONSORS
GOLD
Hettinger Foundation –  
    DIAPER BANK
Lazydays Employee  
    Foundation –  
    LOVE BUNDLES
Tampa General Hospital –  
    KIDS IN THE KITCHEN

SILVER
Cigna Health and Life  
    Insurance Company –  
    FAMILY FOOD FEST
Publix Super Markets  
    Charities –  
    FAMILY FOOD FEST 

BRONZE 
Vinik Family Foundation –  
    DIAPER BANK

PATRON
Rick Stuckey –  
    DIAPER BANK

 
HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS 
PRESENTING SPONSOR
Publix Super Markets, Inc.♦

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Florida Cattle Women’s  
    Association
Kendra Scott♦

SILVER SPONSOR
Valley Bank Women in Business

BRONZE SPONSOR
TECO ♦♦♦

INDIVIDUAL EVENT SPONSOR
Bonati Spine Institute
CUTCO
John Hopkins All Children’s  
    Hospital
South Tampa Dental Krewe ♦♦
The Pink Palm ♦
U South Tampa 

GASPARILLA INVASION 
SPONSORS 
COMMODORE
Mann Orthodonics

CAPTAIN
The Johnston Group at  
    Morgan Stanley

FIRST MATE
Cabana Construction of  
    SWFL, Inc.
Stahl and Associates  
    Insurance

DRAGON BOAT SPONSORS
POWER 10
Bush Ross, P.A.
Tampa General Hospital
White Claw

LET IT RIDE
Cigna Health and Life  
    Insurance Company
Majesty Title Services
Tomlin St Cyr Real Estates  
    Services

LUMINARIES SPONSORS 
SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR
Helios Education Foundation
TECO Energy – An Emera  
    Corporation

LANTERN SPONSOR
USF Women in Leadership and  
    Philanthropy
Women’s Conference of Florida 

TABLE SPONSOR
13th Circuit Pro-Bono  
    Committee
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Hillsborough County Sheriff’s  
    Office 
Johnson, Pope, Bokor, Ruppel &  
    Burns, LLP
Kristen Brady
Rivero Gordimer & Company, P.A. 
Shook Hardy & Bacon
Stearns Weaver Miller
The Ambersley Family  
    Foundation
The Home Association
Valley Bank
USF Research and Innovation

INKIND DONORS
Amber Nicole Photography
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay
Carpet Crafters Rug Company
Glazer Children's Museum
The Hub Tap, Mobile Event Co. 
Joe Photo Tampa♦♦
Kane's Furniture
Kendra Scott♦♦
The Pink Palm
Rick Maupin Photography♦
Roy's Hawaiian Fusion
Saddlebrook Resort
Sensory 5♦♦♦
Stephanie Leonard
Tech Symphony
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Weather Tite Windows

MEDIA SPONSORS
Beasley Media Group, Inc. ♦♦
Frontier Communications
Tampa Bay Metro♦♦
Tampa Bay Parenting  
    Magazine♦♦
Tampa Bay Times♦♦
Weather Tite Windows♦

GRANTS
The Frank E. Duckwall  
    Foundation, Inc. 
TD Charitable Foundation♦
T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc. ♦
The Wawa Foundation 

MULTI-YEAR DONOR 
DESIGNATIONS
♦= 2–4 years at any level 
♦♦= 5–9 years at any level 
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any level
Donor listing as of March 26, 
2019.  If you believe your 
name has been omitted in 
error, please contact the Fund 
Development Manager at 
funddevelopmentmanager@
jltampa.org.
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SP92611

Prep work, done. Guesswork, none! Publix Fresh Fish Select Cuts are always fresh, never frozen.
Expertly trimmed. Perfectly portioned. And conveniently priced by the piece.

Ask for them by name in our Seafood department.

IFFY. NOT IFFY.
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Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions.
• Honor someone's service to JLT. 
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one.

To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your donation inside (cash or check only) or scan the QR 
code to be taken directly to our online donation site (credit or debit card). All commemorative gifts support JLT's endowment. 

To learn more or to make a gift, visit jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts.
For questions, contact funddevelopmentmanager@jltampa.org.

A gift to the Commemorative Fund is a way to recognize a significant event in a Junior League 
of Tampa member's life — joining in her celebration or thinking of her in a time of sorrow.

This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts received 
March 12, 2019 through June 6, 2019.

Hannah 
Brenenstuhl, 
on her engagement 
to Mr. Jake Miller 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Jenny Schroeder

Abby Stevens Bird, 
on her marriage to 
Eric Bird 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Taylor Jones 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft

Sarah Craparo, 
on her marriage to 
Jorge Perez 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Jenny Schroeder

Laura Everitt, 
on her marriage to 
Steve Edinger 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Colleen Dutson 
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Colleen Evale 
 Brenda Everitt 
 Christina Foot 
 Caroline Foss 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Lindsey Parks 
 Jenny Schroeder 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Kendra Velilla

Naseem Hollander, 
on her marriage to 
Michael Hollander 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft

Kelley Kilpatrick 
McCarthy, 
on her marriage to 
Bill McCarthy 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Jenny Schroeder

Laurel Moynihan 
Waites, 
on her marriage to 
Andy Waites 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Taylor Jones 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Jenny Schroeder 
 Caroline Vostrejs

Nina Wright, 
on her marriage to 
Josh Williams 
 Lauren Rice

Davis Graham,  
son of Jenni Bell 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Autumn Etheredge 
 Caroline Foss 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Maggie McCleland 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Ashley Watters

Dylan Richard,  
son of Kara Bernstein 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Kaitlin Christensen 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Autumn Etheredge 
 Caroline Foss 
 Fiona Gerrard 

 Stephanie Haas 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Kendra Lyman 
 Maggie McCleland 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Ashley Watters

Samuel James 
Demski,  
son of Liz Fisher 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Lindsay Dorrance 
 Autumn Etheredge 
 Taylor Jones 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Lindsey Parks 
 Emily Read 
 Jenny Schroeder 
 Rebecca Towner

John Robert,  
son of Ali St. Cyr 
 Courtney Bilyeu 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Jennifer Dutkowsky 
 Autumn Etheredge 
 Caroline Foss 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Maggie McCleland 
 Laurel Moynihan 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Lindsey Parks 
 Rebecca Towner 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Ashley Watters

Angelo Joseph,  
son of Jamie Rametta 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Rawan Faramand 
 Lauren Rice

James Richardson,  
son of Jen Richardson 
 Isabel Dewey

Maggie Grace,  
daughter of Meghan 
Sladek 
 Caroline Foss

Skylar Marie,  
daughter of Ashley 
Watters  
 Isabel Dewey 
 Laura Everitt 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Taylor Jones 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Jenny Schroeder 
 Caroline Vostrejs

Ansley Michelle,  
daughter of Kelsey 
Zink 
 Meghan McGuire 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Ashley Watters

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF

CONGRATUL ATIONS TO
Vanessa Gilyard 
Inducted: Alpha Delta 
Epsilon of Kappa Delta 
Pi, Int’l Honor Society 
in Education at 
Northcentral University 
 Vanessa Gilyard 
 Kendra Lyman

Diana Hechavarria 
Recipient: USF Women 
Leadership/Philanthropy 
and Faculty Excellence 
Award 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Autumn Etheredge 
 Caroline Foss 
 Fiona Gerrard 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Leslie Hodz 
 Taylor Jones 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Jenny Schroeder 
 Caroline Vostrejs

Roxanne Leary 
on her New Position at 
Academy Prep 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Rebecca Towner

Melissa Knight 
Nodhturft 
on her 40th Birthday 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Taylor Jones 
 Mary Frances Murphy 
 Mindy Murphy 
 Jenny Schroeder 
 Caroline Vostrejs

Nicole Wong 
Graduation, Registered 
Dietician Program 
 Isabel Dewey 
 Stephanie Haas 
 Maggie McCleland 
 Annie McKibben 
 Melissa Knight 

Nodhturft 
 Lindsey Parks

BEST WISHES TO
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 The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund 
Leaving a Legacy ... Sustaining Our Service

The Endowment Fund was established in 2006 in partnership with The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. 
The fund ensures fiscal stability for The Junior League of Tampa, allowing members to focus on the League’s 
mission independent of the state of the economy or the size of membership. A strong endowment fund will 
ensure a revenue stream that will augment, but not replace, annual fundraising revenue generated through 
individuals, events, grants, corporate sponsorships and membership dues. This provides the opportunity 
to pursue new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating an additional financial 
hardship for JLT or its members. Commemorative gifts support the Endowment Fund.

The Junior League of Tampa 
considers it an honor to be 
designated as a beneficiary of an 
estate or foundation. We regard 
this type of planned giving highly 
and recognize donors through 
membership in The Junior League 
of Tampa 1926 Society.

The program allows you to leave your 
legacy in our community by supporting the  
future of the League and its members.

90TH LEGACY FOUNDER 
Don and Campbell Burton

Betsy and Drew Graham

90TH SUSTAINING FOUNDER 
Suzanne and Evan Brownstein

Stacy Carlson

Solon F. O’Neal, Jr., in memory of Sherrill Bell O’Neal

90TH FOUNDER
The Dutkowsky Charitable Foundation

Laura Everitt

Dr. Michael and Ginny Garcia

Mark and Suzy Mendelson

90TH SPONSOR
The Ambersley Family Foundation/The Kamm Family

The Beck Group

Kate Caldarelli

Katie and Ryan Cappy

Tara and Whalen Clark

Cindy and Tony Coney

Marie Hebbler

Nicole and Matt Hubbard

Melissa and Phil Nodhturft

Dada Pittman

Jenny and Peter Spencer

2015-2016 Inaugural Management Council

2015-2016 Leadership Council, in honor of Stacy Carlson

90TH CONTRIBUTOR
Fran Dupuis

Tom and Andrea Layne

Marysue and Jim Mathews

Gianni O’Connor

Ginny Veit

Caroline Vostrejs

90TH SUPPORTER
Mildred Lewis, in honor of Alden Lewis Sollner, Lisl  
     Unterholzner, Gloria Johnston Sparkman, and  
     Anne Wilson King
Selena Ward

2015-2016 Endowment Committee

Thank you to our inaugural member of 
the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman.

90 t h Ann i ve r sa r y 
Endowment  Dono r s

T he  Founde r ’s  C i rc l e  
Endowment  Dono r s
LEGACY FOUNDERS
The Junior League of Tampa

Campbell and Don Burton

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS
Betsy and Drew Graham

Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, in memory of  
     Kenneth Charles Kane

FOUNDERS
Heather and Bennett Barrow

Allison and Adam Burden, in memory of Sandee Simpson
     Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes
Burton Family Foundation 

Laurie Ann Burton

Stacy Carlson

Pat and Calvin Carter

Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.

Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers

First Citrus Bank, in honor of Jessica Kendall
Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III

Jenay and Kevin Iurato

Helen Kerr

Ann Sells and David Miller

Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana

Terri D. Parnell

Mary, David and Abigail Persky

Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley

Lavinia Witt Touchton, in memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

Donor List as of December 10, 2018. Donations less than 
$250 are recognized through the Commemorative Fund.
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3700 Bank of  American Plaza, 101 East Kennedy Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33602
600 Cleveland Street, Suite 800, Clearwater, FL 33755

813.221.3900  •  www.hwhlaw.com

Honored to support 
The Junior League of  Tampa 

and its commitment to 
helping break the cycle 

of  poverty for our 
most disadvantaged 

childchildren and families.

Be Empowered.

now offering private individual 
and group lessons 

exclusively for

Topics Include:
handgun & firearm safety
concealed weapons permit
methods for concealed carry
active shooter training

Ladies

 
book today events@shootersworld.com  

116 E FLETCHER AVE | SHOOTERSWORLD.COM

Opening Minds.
Building Character.

Values-based education 
in South Tampa for 
grades K(4) to 8th.

813.600.4348
www.stjohnseagles.org

admissions@stjohnseagles.org

Empowering Leaders.



Get to know a few of our inspiring members who have shared with us their passion for 

JLT, as well as their exciting lives and accomplishments outside of the League!

WHO'S WHO IN THE LEAGUE

K AITLIN HOWELL , ACTIVE
Kaitlin Howell is a third-year Active Member of The Junior 
League of Tampa.  She earned her bachelor’s degree from the 
University of South Florida and a master’s degree from the 
University of Arkansas, where she was named Outstanding 
Master’s Student of the Year and served as president of the 
Sports Professional Association. During both her undergraduate 
and graduate years, Kaitlin worked in intramural sports for her 
campus recreation departments and was also a certified high 
school basketball official in both Florida and Arkansas.

After spending several years away from Tampa for graduate 
school, Kaitlin was excited to reconnect with the city she fell 
in love with and decided to join the League. She looks forward 
to her role as Co-Chair of the Member Meetings and Events 
Committee next year. Having previously served as Social 

Coordinator for Member Meetings and Events, Event Coordinator for Kids Connect, and as a 
Placement Mentor, Kaitlin is ready and eager to take the next steps in her League career and serve 
as a committee chair.

Kaitlin’s passion for helping others extends beyond her service to JLT, and she is currently the 
Youth Outreach Coordinator for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. In her role with the Bucs, she 
facilitates the organization’s elementary and middle school programming, as well as youth and high 
school football initiatives, and she recently led the Tampa Bay Buccaneers Foundation’s inaugural 
girls flag football weekend.  In her free time, Kaitlin enjoys traveling, spending time with her family, 
and trying new restaurants—especially for brunch!

by LAUREN GUERRERO
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LAUREN GUERRERO
Lauren is a fifth-year Active and Tampa native. She holds a psychology degree from the University of 

Florida and a master’s in Rehabilitation & Mental Health Counseling from the University of South Florida, and 
is dual licensed as a mental health counselor and a marriage and family therapist. Lauren enjoys spending 

time with her fiancée and step-daughter, going to concerts and trying new restaurants.

CHELSEA JOHNSON, ACTIVE
Chelsea Johnson joined The Junior League of Tampa in 2013, and 
she has served as a committee member of Kids in the Kitchen, 
the Social Committee, the Scholastic Success Committee and the 
Sustainer Committee. As a member of the Social committee, Chelsea 
planned that year’s successful JLT Girls’ Weekend trip to Savannah, 
Georgia. The following year, she served on the Scholastic Success 
committee, which gave her the opportunity to share her beloved 
horse, BayPony, with Tampa children through a partnership between 
the League and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay. She has most 
recently served as a member of the Sustainer Committee--and some 
JLT members may have enjoyed her family Champagne Punch recipe 
at recent Sustainer events!

Outside of the League, Chelsea is a graduate of the Mayor’s 
Neighborhood University and serves as the president of The Bayshore Beautiful 
Homeowners Association. She is a lifelong resident of South Tampa and a second-
generation City of Tampa Neighborhood Association president, following in the footsteps 
of her dad. Since becoming president, she has updated the association’s administrative 
functions and social media presence, reinstated the police patrol program, organized 
numerous community activities and fundraisers, and works as a liaison between residents 
and the Tampa Police Department, press and media, property developers, and local 
municipalities. Chelsea also volunteers with LAMPLighters and her church.

Early last year, she founded Tree Something, Say Something, an inter-neighborhood group 
of concerned volunteers who are active in preserving and promoting the urban forest 
and tree canopy in Tampa. Through this initiative, Chelsea meets and works with builders’ 
associations, City staff and City Council members, tree experts, and other tree lovers to 
collaborate with ongoing efforts to update Tampa’s tree code and related ordinances.

Chelsea is a collector of vintage pieces and enjoys hosting and entertaining, reading, and 
spending time with her family and her husband. They have an American Foxhound named 
Sophie and reside in Bayshore Beautiful. 
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2019 Luminaries



750
volunteer hours for JLT’s Kids in  
the Kitchen project last year

900
books distributed to children this  
year at JLT’s MILO events

950
children served this year through  
JLT’s Family Literacy Night

10,000
bags distributed by Food4Kids last year

diapers packed into kits by The Junior 
League of Tampa Diaper Bank in March  
for distribution to JLT’s Diaper Bank 
partners throughout Hillsborough County 

30,000

Read about our great community projects, 
interesting membership, fabulous donors and 
issues affecting the Tampa community. 
jltampa.org/sandspur

Keep your finger on the pulse of the League. 
jltampa.org

Learn about our impact in the community. 
jltampa.org/community

Enjoy some "face time." 
facebook.com/
TheJuniorLeagueofTampa

Follow us on Instagram. 
@JuniorLeagueofTampa

Support our community projects. 
jltampa.org/support

Access cookbooks and other League 
merchandise. 
jltampa.org/jlt-culinary-collection-
cookbooks

This and every 2018-2019 League 

year edition of The Sandspur 
highlights The Junior League of 

Tampa's social media channels 

and web presence. We encourage 

members to join the conversation by 

linking up with us on social media. 

Share your favorite League pictures 

using the hashtag #myJLTampa. You 

can also access the latest Sandspur 
online. We look forward to connecting 

with you!

QUANTIFYING 
OUR IMPACT

CONNECT 
WITH US

The Junior League of Tampa is committed to helping 
break the cycle of poverty for our most disadvantaged 
children and families. Our Community Projects in the areas 
of child welfare and education aim to directly impact, 
provide and build a better community for all.
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Loralee Koontz, PA-C

3522 W Azeele Street, Tampa Florida 33609  |   813.348.3700  |   USouthTampa.com

U South Tampa
Medical Aesthetic Boutique

Botox/Dysport   |    Ultherapy   |    Microneedling   |    Skin Care   |    Fillers   |    Kybella   |    Threads

The Junior League of Tampa
87 Columbia Drive 
Tampa, FL 33606 
www.jltampa.org
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