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editor's note.
95 years strong!  As we celebrate this milestone for The Junior League 
of Tampa, we looked to The Sandspur archives for inspiration and 
nostalgia for this issue. In any other year, the 95th anniversary issue 
would be filled with celebratory events but the 2020-2021 League year 
was truly like no other. We have highlighted this year like no other in 
the Splinters from the Board. We borrowed the title from an article 
in an issue of The Sandspur from the 1950's. Of course, it has a 2021 
spin to it. Take the time to read how leaders from around the League 
adapted and showed resiliency throughout the last year.  

 
THE SANDSPUR: LOOKING TO THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 

The Sandspur Spotlight (page 52-53) was originally published in Spring 
2012 issue. The article highlights every Editor from 1949 to 2012. Since 
originally published, there have been ten additional named Editors of 
The Sandspur.

G E T  I N  T O U C H
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  @JuniorLeagueofTampa

The concept of these are the issues 
of the past that got us to today.

2012-13 – Cynthia Valdez 

2013-14 – Sommer Stiles 

2014-15 – Tanya Egger 

2015-16 – Heather Trkovsky

2016-17 – Chrissy Doligalski 

2017-18 – Margaret Cashill 

2018-19 – Kendra Lyman  

2019-20 – Lauren Vagnoni 

2020-21 – Sara Larsen 

2021-22 – Lauren Sanchez   

Looking into The Sandspur archives was amazing. From the early 
issues of The Sandspur that were clearly jammed out on a typewriter, to 
the 64 pages of beautiful design we currently call The Sandspur, there 
is a rich history of documenting the happenings of The Junior League 
of Tampa. There were a few things that stood out. I wanted to dedicate 
space to discuss publication frequency. It hasn’t always been the 
same. The Sandspur has been published monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, 
and a couple years I couldn’t figure out the frequency. Since going 
digital in addition to print in 2009, The Sandspur has been published 
quarterly. This year, in order to bring our members and the community 
printed issues of The Sandspur, we moved to two issues. As we finalize 
the second and final issue for this League year, I’m slightly in awe that 
everything came together.

Moving forward, we anticipate three issues next year. A smaller fall issue 
dedicated to The Junior League of Tampa Holiday Gift Market and two full 
size issues in a Fall/Winter issue and Spring/Summer. Like everything, 
this is subject to change until we send the final approval to print.

Sara Larsen 
Editor, 2020-2021

ADVERTISE IN THE SANDSPUR 

If you’re interested in advertising in 
the 2021-2022 The Sandspur, ask the 
advertising coordinator for our media kit by 
emailing sandspureads@jltampa.org 

WRITE AN ARTICLE 

The Sandspur is always looking for a good article 
or two. If you have an idea or have participated 
in a League event, send write up and a couple 
pictures to thesandspur@jltampa.org. 

The Sandspur: Past and Present
By Sommer Stiles

he first two lines of this poem were taken from a past issue 
of The Sandspur announcing the new officers of the Junior 
League in an article titled, “The Top Brass.” The remaining 
six lines are my own rhythmic variation and the only way I 

found fitting to offer to you a retrospective of the official magazine 
of The Junior League of Tampa, The Sandspur. Visit the publication 
archives at headquarters, and flip through the pages of any volume 
published between 1951 and 1959 and you will see what I mean.

History as it relates to The Sandspur has several iterations. There 
is the history of The Junior League of Tampa; the history of the 
magazine; and, the history of the women who have built the League 
and contributed to its success. This is not a Cliff’s Notes version of the 
70 plus volume of issues published over the last several decades. It is 
the story of how a single page, typed newssheet became a 58 page, 
high-gloss magazine and in the process became the documented 
history of women of The Junior League of Tampa.

From the onset, The Sandspur was a hands-on publication. League 
members developed the stories, illustrated the covers, typed the 
text and delivered each printed issue. Though over time, technology 
has improved and production has become more streamlined, the 
magazine is every bit as much hands-on. 

It is with this dedication that the magazine has evolved into the voice 
of the League by telling the stories of League women. It has been 
a venue for announcements, member profiles, community news, 
recipes, fashion, and financial tips, book reviews, League projects, 
and editorials. It has helped raise funds for League operations and 
raise awareness of important issues related to women, children, and 
families.

Under Editor Isabelle Ferrell, the article “Viewpoint” shared the 
opinion of Patricia Morgan, contributing writer and League member, 
on the effects of changes in the modern world. Patricia writes, 
“Sometimes when the telephone is ringing, the television is blaring, 
and the kitchen appliances are grinding and roaring, it occurs to me 
that modern technology may well be the ultimate source of world 
peace. By this I mean that once all countries have a living standard 
compared to ours in America the citizens of those enlightened 
lands will thenceforward be too involved in and enervated by the 
demands of modern life to entertain thoughts of war...If progress 
has released woman from the kitchen and, this is open to question, 
what has it released her? Is she peacefully reading edifying books 
and listening to great music? Don’t be silly....I submit modern 
woman has exchanged one kind of work for another and has lost her 
peace of mind in the process. The basic problem is that since WWI 
America, ostensibly, has become a one class society, which should 
be fine, but the catch is that everyone is trying to be upper-class.” 

1948-49 Sue W. McNevin
1949-50 Martha Ferman 
1950-51 Betty F Campbell 
1951-52 Georgia R. Wall
1952-53 Jane Hewitt 
1953-54 Suzanne Savarese
1954-55 Charlotte Bartlett/Patricia Morgan

1955-56 Nancy Ford
1956-57 Nonita Henson
1957-58 Deedee Gray
1958-59 Mary Ellen Rendall
1959-60 Byron Crowder
1960-61 Margaret Johnson
1961-62 Isabelle Ferrell
1962-63 Susan Twomey

1963-64 Mary Audrey Blake
1964-65 Nancy Whitaker
1965-66  Phylis Kadyk
1966-67 Patti Bryan
1967-68 Mrs. Robert L. Martin
1968-69 Mrs. John H. Dolcater, Jr.
1969-70 Mrs. Kendrick Hardcastle, III
1970-71 Mrs. J. Warren Frazier

1971-72 Mrs. Fred J. Turpin
1972-73 Mrs. Robert Taliaferro
1973-74 Mrs. I. Clay Thompson, Jr.
1974-75 Mrs. Joseph Lupo
1975-76 Mrs. Donald W. Irvine
1976-77 Lois G. Nixon  
1977-78 Sally Padget
1978-79 Robin DeLaVergne

1950 1955 1962 1970
Editors
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“Oh reader, dear

What have we here”

A history of The Sandspur.

Not told in rhyme,

But of the time

A single page
Earned a wage

And women shared their story.

coMMUnIcAtIng oUR VALUes
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Patricia’s article was published in a 1961 issue of The Sandspur at 
a pivotal time in for women in US history. In the 1960s, a powerful 
discourse over civil rights was occurring which re-invigorated a 
movement among women to demand equal equality to men. 
“Viewpoint” spoke to the second wave of feminism, the divisions 
between gender, race, and class, and the struggle for equality. The 
Equal Rights Amendment would later pass in 1972. The questions of 
modern convenience can be argued to still be in question for many 
women who seek to balance career and family as they continue to 
search for ‘peace of mind.’ 

Patricia is not the only writer for The Sandspur who has posed 
controversial question and opinion on current events. Many women 
would proceed and follow her taking on topics like the effects of 
war on the local community, the Equal Rights Amendment, and the 
League career woman. Though perhaps their voices have become 
louder over the years.

The text on the page has been a strong indicator of the times, while 
the cover art and featured photos further illustrate the trends of an 
era. A pencil sketch of a woman contemplating League projects, a 
duotone image of mother and child, a full color photo of the new 
Children’s Museum the League helped to build – all capture a 
particular moment in the history of The Junior League of Tampa. 

From one volume to the next, you can see the evolution of The 
Junior League of Tampa, the League woman and the publication. The 
Sandspur tells our history, as much as it is a part of our history. 

Sommer Stiles has been a member of The Junior 
League of Tampa since 2009. She and her husband, 
Henry, live in South Tampa where they enjoy bicycling 
along Bayshore, experiencing new restaurants, and 
visiting the museums and cultural institutions of the 
area. Sommer is the proprietress and creative director 
of Paper Anniversary Co., an online stationery boutique 
and design studio.

“From the early writing of articles to the final mailing of the newssheet, The Sandspur and its staff are in constant motion.  
Articles are written, ads are drawn, all is collected once, proof-read twice, and sent to the printer three times. A hectic ‘lay-out’ 
and ‘paste-up’ produce the magazine in rough form before its final printing and appearance at your home. The continued  
adventure of The Sandspur is an exciting one.” — Excerpt from “The Sandspur Goes to Press” by Stephanie Chapman

HigHLigHtS

•	 The Sandspur made its debut in the late forties. The Sandspur 
was a resurgence of the original League magazine “The Times” 
published in the twenties. 

•	 The Sandspur was published monthly in conjunction with the 
Active League year (nine issues) over the first several decades.  

•	 “Report of Sandspur Editor” was first featured in the 1948-49 
Junior League of Tampa Annual Report. 

•	 For the earliest issues, artwork and advertisements were hand 
drawn by League members and friends. 

•	 The 1951 provisional class published the November issue; the 
husbands of League members wrote the 1952 January issue.   

•	 The first cover featuring a photograph was in 1954.
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Has arrived!
Our Culinary Collection is Complete

1980 1990 2004 2010
1979-80 Karen Carmody
1980-81 Nancy Turner
1981-82 Unknown
1982-83 Lynda Vawter
1983-84 Mary Jo Yates
1984-85 Sue Cox
1985-86 Michaelle Taylor Rao
1986-87 Sally Wiley

1987-88 Sherilyn Graves
1989-90 Deborah Noonan
1990-91 Robin Pendino
1991-92 Mary Merryday
1992-93 Lesley Shackelford Bateman
1993-94 Amy Thigpen
1994-95 Mary Cozza
1995-96 Nancy Lorenzen

1996-97 Angie Ammon
1997-98 Laura Farrior
1998-99 Kathleen Patterson Lopez
1999-00 Kim Crabtree Muller
2000-01 Cheryl Benitez
2001-02 Christy Atlas
2002-03 Kim Harcrow
2003-04 Krista Maddox

2004-05 Lisa Moore
2005-06 Shannon Price Dann
2006-07 Marjorie Guillory Craig
2007-08 Susan Brindise
2008-09 Susan Brindise
2009-10 Tracie Domino
2010-11 Sarah Kodadek
2011-12 Angier Miller
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the story of how a single page, typed newssheet became a 58 page, 
high-gloss magazine and in the process became the documented 
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From the onset, The Sandspur was a hands-on publication. League 
members developed the stories, illustrated the covers, typed the 
text and delivered each printed issue. Though over time, technology 
has improved and production has become more streamlined, the 
magazine is every bit as much hands-on. 

It is with this dedication that the magazine has evolved into the voice 
of the League by telling the stories of League women. It has been 
a venue for announcements, member profiles, community news, 
recipes, fashion, and financial tips, book reviews, League projects, 
and editorials. It has helped raise funds for League operations and 
raise awareness of important issues related to women, children, and 
families.

Under Editor Isabelle Ferrell, the article “Viewpoint” shared the 
opinion of Patricia Morgan, contributing writer and League member, 
on the effects of changes in the modern world. Patricia writes, 
“Sometimes when the telephone is ringing, the television is blaring, 
and the kitchen appliances are grinding and roaring, it occurs to me 
that modern technology may well be the ultimate source of world 
peace. By this I mean that once all countries have a living standard 
compared to ours in America the citizens of those enlightened 
lands will thenceforward be too involved in and enervated by the 
demands of modern life to entertain thoughts of war...If progress 
has released woman from the kitchen and, this is open to question, 
what has it released her? Is she peacefully reading edifying books 
and listening to great music? Don’t be silly....I submit modern 
woman has exchanged one kind of work for another and has lost her 
peace of mind in the process. The basic problem is that since WWI 
America, ostensibly, has become a one class society, which should 
be fine, but the catch is that everyone is trying to be upper-class.” 
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what has it released her? Is she peacefully reading edifying books 
and listening to great music? Don’t be silly....I submit modern 
woman has exchanged one kind of work for another and has lost her 
peace of mind in the process. The basic problem is that since WWI 
America, ostensibly, has become a one class society, which should 
be fine, but the catch is that everyone is trying to be upper-class.” 

1948-49 Sue W. McNevin
1949-50 Martha Ferman 
1950-51 Betty F Campbell 
1951-52 Georgia R. Wall
1952-53 Jane Hewitt 
1953-54 Suzanne Savarese
1954-55 Charlotte Bartlett/Patricia Morgan

1955-56 Nancy Ford
1956-57 Nonita Henson
1957-58 Deedee Gray
1958-59 Mary Ellen Rendall
1959-60 Byron Crowder
1960-61 Margaret Johnson
1961-62 Isabelle Ferrell
1962-63 Susan Twomey

1963-64 Mary Audrey Blake
1964-65 Nancy Whitaker
1965-66  Phylis Kadyk
1966-67 Patti Bryan
1967-68 Mrs. Robert L. Martin
1968-69 Mrs. John H. Dolcater, Jr.
1969-70 Mrs. Kendrick Hardcastle, III
1970-71 Mrs. J. Warren Frazier

1971-72 Mrs. Fred J. Turpin
1972-73 Mrs. Robert Taliaferro
1973-74 Mrs. I. Clay Thompson, Jr.
1974-75 Mrs. Joseph Lupo
1975-76 Mrs. Donald W. Irvine
1976-77 Lois G. Nixon  
1977-78 Sally Padget
1978-79 Robin DeLaVergne

1950 1955 1962 1970
Editors

30 www.jltampa.org | SPRING 2012

T

“Oh reader, dear

What have we here”

A history of The Sandspur.

Not told in rhyme,

But of the time

A single page
Earned a wage

And women shared their story.

coMMUnIcAtIng oUR VALUes

Patricia’s article was published in a 1961 issue of The Sandspur at 
a pivotal time in for women in US history. In the 1960s, a powerful 
discourse over civil rights was occurring which re-invigorated a 
movement among women to demand equal equality to men. 
“Viewpoint” spoke to the second wave of feminism, the divisions 
between gender, race, and class, and the struggle for equality. The 
Equal Rights Amendment would later pass in 1972. The questions of 
modern convenience can be argued to still be in question for many 
women who seek to balance career and family as they continue to 
search for ‘peace of mind.’ 

Patricia is not the only writer for The Sandspur who has posed 
controversial question and opinion on current events. Many women 
would proceed and follow her taking on topics like the effects of 
war on the local community, the Equal Rights Amendment, and the 
League career woman. Though perhaps their voices have become 
louder over the years.

The text on the page has been a strong indicator of the times, while 
the cover art and featured photos further illustrate the trends of an 
era. A pencil sketch of a woman contemplating League projects, a 
duotone image of mother and child, a full color photo of the new 
Children’s Museum the League helped to build – all capture a 
particular moment in the history of The Junior League of Tampa. 

From one volume to the next, you can see the evolution of The 
Junior League of Tampa, the League woman and the publication. The 
Sandspur tells our history, as much as it is a part of our history. 

Sommer Stiles has been a member of The Junior 
League of Tampa since 2009. She and her husband, 
Henry, live in South Tampa where they enjoy bicycling 
along Bayshore, experiencing new restaurants, and 
visiting the museums and cultural institutions of the 
area. Sommer is the proprietress and creative director 
of Paper Anniversary Co., an online stationery boutique 
and design studio.

“From the early writing of articles to the final mailing of the newssheet, The Sandspur and its staff are in constant motion.  
Articles are written, ads are drawn, all is collected once, proof-read twice, and sent to the printer three times. A hectic ‘lay-out’ 
and ‘paste-up’ produce the magazine in rough form before its final printing and appearance at your home. The continued  
adventure of The Sandspur is an exciting one.” — Excerpt from “The Sandspur Goes to Press” by Stephanie Chapman

HigHLigHtS

•	 The Sandspur made its debut in the late forties. The Sandspur 
was a resurgence of the original League magazine “The Times” 
published in the twenties. 

•	 The Sandspur was published monthly in conjunction with the 
Active League year (nine issues) over the first several decades.  

•	 “Report of Sandspur Editor” was first featured in the 1948-49 
Junior League of Tampa Annual Report. 

•	 For the earliest issues, artwork and advertisements were hand 
drawn by League members and friends. 

•	 The 1951 provisional class published the November issue; the 
husbands of League members wrote the 1952 January issue.   

•	 The first cover featuring a photograph was in 1954.
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Our Culinary Collection is Complete

1980 1990 2004 2010
1979-80 Karen Carmody
1980-81 Nancy Turner
1981-82 Unknown
1982-83 Lynda Vawter
1983-84 Mary Jo Yates
1984-85 Sue Cox
1985-86 Michaelle Taylor Rao
1986-87 Sally Wiley

1987-88 Sherilyn Graves
1989-90 Deborah Noonan
1990-91 Robin Pendino
1991-92 Mary Merryday
1992-93 Lesley Shackelford Bateman
1993-94 Amy Thigpen
1994-95 Mary Cozza
1995-96 Nancy Lorenzen

1996-97 Angie Ammon
1997-98 Laura Farrior
1998-99 Kathleen Patterson Lopez
1999-00 Kim Crabtree Muller
2000-01 Cheryl Benitez
2001-02 Christy Atlas
2002-03 Kim Harcrow
2003-04 Krista Maddox

2004-05 Lisa Moore
2005-06 Shannon Price Dann
2006-07 Marjorie Guillory Craig
2007-08 Susan Brindise
2008-09 Susan Brindise
2009-10 Tracie Domino
2010-11 Sarah Kodadek
2011-12 Angier Miller
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The Sandspur: Past and Present
By Sommer Stiles

he first two lines of this poem were taken from a past issue 
of The Sandspur announcing the new officers of the Junior 
League in an article titled, “The Top Brass.” The remaining 
six lines are my own rhythmic variation and the only way I 

found fitting to offer to you a retrospective of the official magazine 
of The Junior League of Tampa, The Sandspur. Visit the publication 
archives at headquarters, and flip through the pages of any volume 
published between 1951 and 1959 and you will see what I mean.

History as it relates to The Sandspur has several iterations. There 
is the history of The Junior League of Tampa; the history of the 
magazine; and, the history of the women who have built the League 
and contributed to its success. This is not a Cliff’s Notes version of the 
70 plus volume of issues published over the last several decades. It is 
the story of how a single page, typed newssheet became a 58 page, 
high-gloss magazine and in the process became the documented 
history of women of The Junior League of Tampa.

From the onset, The Sandspur was a hands-on publication. League 
members developed the stories, illustrated the covers, typed the 
text and delivered each printed issue. Though over time, technology 
has improved and production has become more streamlined, the 
magazine is every bit as much hands-on. 

It is with this dedication that the magazine has evolved into the voice 
of the League by telling the stories of League women. It has been 
a venue for announcements, member profiles, community news, 
recipes, fashion, and financial tips, book reviews, League projects, 
and editorials. It has helped raise funds for League operations and 
raise awareness of important issues related to women, children, and 
families.

Under Editor Isabelle Ferrell, the article “Viewpoint” shared the 
opinion of Patricia Morgan, contributing writer and League member, 
on the effects of changes in the modern world. Patricia writes, 
“Sometimes when the telephone is ringing, the television is blaring, 
and the kitchen appliances are grinding and roaring, it occurs to me 
that modern technology may well be the ultimate source of world 
peace. By this I mean that once all countries have a living standard 
compared to ours in America the citizens of those enlightened 
lands will thenceforward be too involved in and enervated by the 
demands of modern life to entertain thoughts of war...If progress 
has released woman from the kitchen and, this is open to question, 
what has it released her? Is she peacefully reading edifying books 
and listening to great music? Don’t be silly....I submit modern 
woman has exchanged one kind of work for another and has lost her 
peace of mind in the process. The basic problem is that since WWI 
America, ostensibly, has become a one class society, which should 
be fine, but the catch is that everyone is trying to be upper-class.” 
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“Oh reader, dear

What have we here”

A history of The Sandspur.

Not told in rhyme,

But of the time

A single page
Earned a wage

And women shared their story.

coMMUnIcAtIng oUR VALUes

Patricia’s article was published in a 1961 issue of The Sandspur at 
a pivotal time in for women in US history. In the 1960s, a powerful 
discourse over civil rights was occurring which re-invigorated a 
movement among women to demand equal equality to men. 
“Viewpoint” spoke to the second wave of feminism, the divisions 
between gender, race, and class, and the struggle for equality. The 
Equal Rights Amendment would later pass in 1972. The questions of 
modern convenience can be argued to still be in question for many 
women who seek to balance career and family as they continue to 
search for ‘peace of mind.’ 

Patricia is not the only writer for The Sandspur who has posed 
controversial question and opinion on current events. Many women 
would proceed and follow her taking on topics like the effects of 
war on the local community, the Equal Rights Amendment, and the 
League career woman. Though perhaps their voices have become 
louder over the years.

The text on the page has been a strong indicator of the times, while 
the cover art and featured photos further illustrate the trends of an 
era. A pencil sketch of a woman contemplating League projects, a 
duotone image of mother and child, a full color photo of the new 
Children’s Museum the League helped to build – all capture a 
particular moment in the history of The Junior League of Tampa. 

From one volume to the next, you can see the evolution of The 
Junior League of Tampa, the League woman and the publication. The 
Sandspur tells our history, as much as it is a part of our history. 

Sommer Stiles has been a member of The Junior 
League of Tampa since 2009. She and her husband, 
Henry, live in South Tampa where they enjoy bicycling 
along Bayshore, experiencing new restaurants, and 
visiting the museums and cultural institutions of the 
area. Sommer is the proprietress and creative director 
of Paper Anniversary Co., an online stationery boutique 
and design studio.

“From the early writing of articles to the final mailing of the newssheet, The Sandspur and its staff are in constant motion.  
Articles are written, ads are drawn, all is collected once, proof-read twice, and sent to the printer three times. A hectic ‘lay-out’ 
and ‘paste-up’ produce the magazine in rough form before its final printing and appearance at your home. The continued  
adventure of The Sandspur is an exciting one.” — Excerpt from “The Sandspur Goes to Press” by Stephanie Chapman

HigHLigHtS

•	 The Sandspur made its debut in the late forties. The Sandspur 
was a resurgence of the original League magazine “The Times” 
published in the twenties. 

•	 The Sandspur was published monthly in conjunction with the 
Active League year (nine issues) over the first several decades.  

•	 “Report of Sandspur Editor” was first featured in the 1948-49 
Junior League of Tampa Annual Report. 

•	 For the earliest issues, artwork and advertisements were hand 
drawn by League members and friends. 

•	 The 1951 provisional class published the November issue; the 
husbands of League members wrote the 1952 January issue.   

•	 The first cover featuring a photograph was in 1954.
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Faces of South Tampa is proud to offer CoolTone™, a 
great non-surgical way to tone, firm and strenghthen 

your abs, buttocks and thighs.

The Bay Area’s
LARGEST & MOST TRUSTED

Medical Aesthetics Facility

813.443.5134
FacesOfSouthTampa.com

4807 Bayshore Blvd. | Tampa, FL 33611
At the corner of Bayshore & Gandy Blvds.

Medical Director Dr. Gerard C. Mosiello, M.D., Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon

Before Immediately After
4th CoolTone™ Treatment

Schedule your COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION and discover more 

about the simple and safe way to tone 
muscles without surgery by visiting: 

FacesOfSouthTampa.com

CoolTone™ is FDA-cleared to strengthen, tone, and firm the 
abdomen, buttocks, and thighs. Common side effects include 

muscle, joint or tendon pain, muscle spasm, and skin redness.
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Lauren Companioni D.M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

3514 Bay to Bay Blvd. Suite #2, Tampa Florida 33629
www.SouthTampaKids.com             813-835-KIDS (5437)
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EDITORIAL  
STAFF

Cameron McNabb, Contributing Writer 
Cameron is a third-generation JLT member and works as an Associate Professor of English at Southeastern 
University. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling and being outdoors, and she looks forward to her daughter one 

day carrying on the legacy of service in the League.

Sara Larsen, Editor 
Sara joined the Junior League of Seattle in 2015.  She transferred to the Junior League of Austin then the Junior 
League of Tampa.  She currently lives in Tampa Heights and has an adorable mini goldendoole named Lincoln.      

Lauren Sanchez, Assistant Editor  
Lauren is an active JLT member who enjoys volunteering in her spare time as a Big Sister from Big Sister program, 
Heart Gallery of Tampa, Children’s Home Society Board, & as a Seminole Representative for their Boosters Program. 
Some of her favorite hobbies are reading, the beach, and, this fall, you can find her watching FSU & the Packers play 

football this season.

Lauren Pulido, League Resource Liaison  
Ren is a third- year Active and works as an attorney for an insurance defense firm.  She is the league resource liaison for 
The Sandspur this year.  She holds a degree in Business Administration with a concentration in business law from Boston 
University and earned her Juris Doctor from Stetson University College of Law. Ren enjoys volunteering, traveling, 
photography, time with her family and friends, and is frequently seen around town with her dachshund Stella. 

Katelyn Giglio, Advertising Coordinator 
I joined the Junior League to connect to my community, uncover ways to be of service and contribute to a better 
world. Through the years, I've been fortunate to meet a like-minded, passionate and diverse group of women 
collectively motivated to positively impact the lives of others. I love the energy, endless opportunities and 

friendships I’ve made along the way!

Lauren Guerrero, Contributing Writer 
This organization is bursting with women who are out to empower each other, community members, as well as those 
we serve. There is nothing more inspiring than being around strong, beautiful, talented, like-minded women who get 
excited to get out there and serve others. It takes courage to be a servant and like each and every woman in Junior 
League, we use our courage to propel our initiatives forward. We build each other up and lead successful teams when 
we step outside of our comfort zone. 

Lauren Schwab, Contributing Writer 
After moving back to the Clearwater area after college, I originally joined the Junior League of Clearwater-Dunedin 
as a way to meet and connect with new people in the area who value volunteering in the community. A few years 
ago I moved to Tampa to pursue my nurse practitioner degree at USF and decided to transfer into The Junior 
League of Tampa. As a result, I have met some of the most incredible women, made amazing friends, and have 
had the ability to learn about and volunteer for various organizations in our community.

Lila Gross, Copy Editor 
Lila is a third-year active member of JLT. Lila is the feature reporter at WFLA News Channel 8 for four years and  
her live daily segment, “Living Local with Lila”, highlights the best spots in town while telling meaningful stories. 
Lila is passionate about giving back to the Tampa Bay community and has served as the Autism Speaks emcee for 
three years. When she's not out on the town for work, you can find Lila cooking in the kitchen or playing with her 

mini Aussie puppy, Piper. 

Amanda Partilla, Features Editor 
Amanda Partilla joined The Junior League of Tampa in 2019 and is a third generation Tampa girl; earning her degree 
in Psychology and PMP© certification at University of South Florida. She’s a wife, mother of three, and Marketing VP 
at JP Morgan Chase. Amanda spends her free time volunteering at Quantum Leap Farm, visiting Disney and trying 
out new recipes in the kitchen.

SANDSPUR
Meet the
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2020-2021 COMMUNITY  
ADVISORY BOARD

 
Damaris Allen

Rosemary Armstrong
Josh Bullock 

Lissette Campos
Betsy Chambers

Sheriff Chad Chronister
Joseph Clark

Adri Colina
The Honorable Jessica Costello

The Honorable Virginia Covington
Jacob Cremer 
Sheff Crowder

Scott Daigle
Robin DeLaVergne 

Linda Devine 
Bob Dutkowsky

Bruce Faulmann
Mark Fernandez
Elizabeth Frazier

Yvonne Fry
Mary Gamble

John N. Giordano
Denise Glass

Miray Holmes
Dianne Jacob

Grayson Kamm
Erik Langer 

Guido Maniscalco
Gene Marshall
Aaron Mesmer

The Honorable Sandy Murman
Kelley Parris

Darrell Robertson 
Tamara Shamburger

Andrew Smith
Marlene Spalten

Jonathan Stein
The Honorable Ralph Stoddard

Eric Ward 
Joann Wehle

2020-2021 EXECUTIVE BOARD
Meghan McGuire, President
Taylor Jones, President-Elect
Caroline Vostrejs, Managing Director
Maggie McCleland, Community Director
Emily Read, Finance Director
Meg Severino, Leadership Director
Brittany Stahl, Membership Director
Diana Hechavarria, Strategic Planning Director
Elizabeth Dunsmoor, Secretary
Barbara Ryals, Sustainer At Large

2020-2021 MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
Caroline Vostrejs, Managing Director*
Miranda Henderson, Managing Director-Elect*
Melanie Brown, Advocacy Manager
Stephanie Haas, Communications Manager 
Katie Crowe, Community Assistance Manager
Kelley McCarthy, Community Child Welfare Manager
Nicki Mohr Hall , Community Education Manager
Kristen Brady, Fund Development Manager
Alex Palermo, Intraleague Development Manager
Mychael Sumby, Membership Manager
Lindsay Seel, Operations Manager
Liz Fisher, Training Manager
Monica Kirkland, Treasurer
Laura Warren, Assistant Treasurer
Ginny Veit, Sustainer Advisor*
Ashley Zohar, Legal Chair* 
Marysue Mathews, Office Administrator* 
Ashley Stultz, Meeting Manager* 

OUR MISSION 
Founded in 1926, The Junior League of Tampa, Inc., is an organization of 1,900 
women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, 
and improving communities through effective action and leadership of trained 
volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.

OFFICE STAFF 
Marysue Mathews, Office Administrator
Madeline Morris, Member Administrator
Chelsie La Nore, Bookkeeper

As denoted on JLT website.

*denotes non-voting member
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n April 2, 1926, twenty-two women 
who shared a mission of promoting 
voluntarism and advocacy to improve 

the community met for the first time. In just a 
month, the Tampa Service League adopted 
a constitution, elected Marion Partrick as 
its first president and welcomed 100 young 
ladies to their provisional year. First on the 
agenda for the motivated group of women 
was a circulating library and gift shop, located 
in the Crescent Apartments. By the end of 
the first year, the women of the League had 
worked 6,350 hours for welfare service 
agencies and netted $1,800 from a charity 
ball benefiting the Community Chest Drive.

During the Tampa Service League’s second 
year, attention was focused toward the 
management and partial financing of the Pine 
Health Preventorium, a temporary home for 
undernourished children and those affected 
by tuberculosis. With the help of the League, 
two wings and a pavilion for children were 
added to the building. But the League needed 
funds for other projects. In order to help raise 
money, Leaguers paid annual dues of $10 
and a penalty of 25 cents if they arrived late 
to a membership meeting. Members also sold 
The Times, a newspaper created to share 
resources with the community and advertise 
to potential new members. The newspaper 
was sold for whatever others were willing 
to pay. After its first publication, The Times 
profited over $2,700.

Two years after the Tampa Service 
League was established, officials from the 
Associations of Junior Leagues of America 
made a visit, and granted membership into 
the AJLA on March 1, 1928.

Ms. Marion Harvey Partrick was the first 
president of The Junior League of Tampa

Mrs. L.W. Lee read to a group of 
children at the Pine Health Preventorium

“I always thought the League 
was the most dedicated group 

for the community and I’ve 
always admired them.”

— Adele Clark
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"On behalf of everyone at the Museum, 
I'd like to thank you for your grant 
of $1,225.00 in support of Art for 
Kids, received on March 1, 2021. Your 
generosity helps us in our mission to 
enrich Tampa's cultural community 
with a diverse and impressive series of 
exhibitions and educational programs, 
and we are very grateful. You can be 
proud of helping to give free admission 
to underserved children and families, 
connecting our community through 
art, and funding transformational 
education and outreach programs 
spanning 5 counties. Please accept 
my sincerest 
thanks and best 
wishes."

"Thank you for the generous 
donation of $3,000 earlier this 
year to support End 68 Hours of 
Hunger. We are very grateful for 
your support, and you can feel proud 
knowing that 100% of the money 
received will buy and provide food 
to hungry local children, with the 
exception of those funds required 
by federal, state and local mandates 
or donor-designated for specific 
purposes. 

We could not perform 
our mission without the 
support of the community, 
and we are very grateful!"

10  | Spring/Summer 2021

"We cannot thank you enough for 
your generosity and your recent 
grant of $1,225.00 to the Humane 
Society of Tampa Bay. We are 
excited to create Paws for Literacy 
reward bags. 

We look forward to hosting your 
volunteers to complete this project. 

Without the generosity of friends 
like you we could not fulfill 
our mission of ending animal 
homelessness. 
We are extremely 
grateful for you 
and your continued 
support!"

"Support from organizations like 
yours make it possible for us to 
eliminate barriers to consistent 
attendance and academic 
achievement so our students can get 
the education they need to become, 
not only productive members of 
society, but leaders in the Tampa 
Bay community....Your grant will 
allow OASIS to provide adult sized 
uniform clothing to our students 
who wear those sizes particularly 
in middle and high school...OASIS 
is also thankful for 
the Done In A Day 
volunteer component 
of this grant."

Letters to the League



Thank you for your generous gift 
of diapers and supplies which we 
recieved on 3/5/21. Your kindness 
provides hope to the at-risk boys 
and girls living on our therapeutic 
residential campus and also makes 
a positive impact in the lives of over 
13,000 local families that benefit from 
the community programs we offer 
each year

...Thank you for keeping the Children's 
Home Network in your heat, and 
bringing wide-spread joy to those 
who serve. We appreciate you, and 
the support you give 
to help children 
and families in our 
community flourish. 

Thank you for your gift $8,333.00 
from The Junior League of Tampa to 
provide resources and support for the 
families we serve. Your generosity 
supports our mission to bring hope to 
struggling families in the Tampa Bay 
area and reflects how valuing people 
every day is so important.

In the last 12 months, we have 
distributed more than $5.2 million in 
relief to help families put food on the 
table and stay in their homes through 
rent and utility payments paid directly 
to landlords and vendors. We project 
to spend as much as $2 million more 
in emergency funds over the next few 
months. 

As we continue to press on with the 
imperative work being done today to 
transform lives tomorrow, we thank 
you for taking action to help families 
who are experiencing uncertainty and 
despair. You are answering the call 
to rebuild the lives of those who most 
need it. 

We see firsthand that  
you are in fact 
changing lives.  
Thank you for 
inspiring hope! 

We can't thank you enough 
for the incredibly generous 
$1225.00 grant! We are so 
appreciative of your continued 
support and many ways you 
help the children in the Heart 
Gallery. You truly 
make a difference in 
our community!

Thank you, thank you, 
thank You! Loved 
your precious box!

My thanks to the Junior League of Tampa 
for the delightful "Tea Party in a Box". 
As I sip my tea, I will remember special 
times as a member — from Provisional 
to Active to Sustainer 
to Emeritus!  

—Judy Lawson

—Helen Straske

www.jltampa.org  |  11
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Krista Allred  NMLS# 319001 
FBC Mortgage LLC NMLS#152859 
Mortgages Made Easy 
kallred@FBCHomeloans.com 
813.766.3313 cell/text

Jessica Kendall Hornof 
First Citrus Bank 
Personal and Business Banking 
firstcitrus.com 
jkendall@firstcitrus.com 
813.926.2848

Denise Cassedy 
Cassedy Financial Group 
Securities offered through First  
Allied Securities, Inc.  
813.251.0004

Jan Cornelius, DDS 
Periodontic and Implant  
Dentistry 
DentalImplantCenter.net 
JanCornelius@DentalImplantCenter.net 
813.254.4568

Ashley Watters 
Cogent Bank 
Relationship Manager 
Commercial/ Investment  
Property Financing 
awatters@cogentbank.net 
615.476.2246

Joanne Sullivan, CFRE 
USF Health Development 
Director of Community Relations 
joannesullivan@usf.edu 
813-732-7949 

Hannah Gross 
Guardian Restoration 
Disaster Restoration and  
Construction Services 
guardianrestorationservices.com 
727.212.1202

Nancy Blake PA 
Luxury Properties  
International  
Keller Williams Realty 
Nblake@kw.com 
813.892.1688

Clare Robbins 
Emerson Robbins  
Portrait Consultant,  
Fine Art Portraiture. 
Clarerobbins@me.com 
813.928.6902 

Kim Miller 
Majesty Title Services 
Make sure your home purchase  
has clear title! 
kmiller@majestytitle.com 
813.230.0236

Leland Baldwin  
The Law office of Leland  
Toman Baldwin 
Criminal law/ Focus on  
Collaborative family law 
ltbaldwinlaw@gmail.com 
813.773.5298

Jennie Smith 
Jennie Smith Interiors  
(FL License #0001644) 
Residential and Commercial  
Interior Design 
Visit my shop at 2713 S. MacDill Ave. 
813.839.7637

Jenny Spencer 
Coldwell Banker Realtor 
Jenny@DIConnector.com 
"Here to help you with your  
Commercial & Residential Needs" 
408-234-6049

Ashley Zohar 
Law Office of Ashley Zohar, PLLC 
Wills, Trusts, Probate, Property, 
andSmall business Law Counsel 
Ashley@AshleyZoharLaw.com 
813.992.5290

Amy Tamargo 
Selective College Consulting, Inc. 
College Admission Experts 
atamargo@selectivecc.com 
813.598.8695

Laura Webb 
Webb Insurance Group 
Home, Auto & Business 
Webbinsgroup.com 
813.887.5531

Irene Ferguson 
EBI Law and Title 
IFerguson@EBILegal.com 
813.263.8581

Come join us for lunch!

Exceptional Professionals  
is a group of Junior League women 
who gather monthly over lunch to 
share ideas and support one another 
as we navigate work, family, and 
life in general. We look forward to 
meeting in person at Seasons 52 for 
lunch, to discuss a variety of topics 
and speakers. Please join us.  

Contact Krista Allred, 813-766-3313 
and we will send you more details.

THE 2021-2022  
MEETING CALENDAR 
11:30 - 1:00 
☐ Friday, Sept 17

☐ Friday, Oct 15

☐ Friday, Nov 19

☐ Friday, Jan 21

☐ Friday, Feb 18

☐ Friday, Mar 18

☐ Friday, Apr 15



Over the course of our 2020-2021 League year, we have experienced 
unprecedented changes in our communities, schools, workplaces, life, 
and everything in between. However, I could not be more proud of The 
Junior League of Tampa, its members, and its partners.

Given the challenges faced over the past year, people came together 
and continued to not only focus on connecting with one another. 
They also continued to focus on JLT’s mission. 

A mission that has helped so many in the Tampa Bay area over the 
course of 95 years. 

Think about that, 95 years! Celebrating this milestone anniversary 
has been an absolute honor. To know that we are a part of a legacy 
that means so much to so many is special and inspiring. It represents 
decades of volunteer efforts, leadership development, community service, advocacy efforts, 
personal development, and lifelong membership connections. 

The foundation was set in 1926 by 22 courageous members. Even as times change, the members 
keep the organization moving forward. I often wonder what members were facing at different 
times. How did they adapt to help others? What challenges were facing their community? How did 
they come together to face the unknown? 

There is much to consider but, in those thoughts, I come back to strength in ourselves and in 
our community. Something that was truly highlighted this year. When we could have shut down 
or given up, the members and organization upheld their focus and let not a single opportunity 
go. Instead they took chances and adapted to find new ways to support the community, just as we 
have for past 95 years, by focusing on the critical needs of our Tampa Bay community.

Decisions were made and the hard work put in to maintain a healthy organization, reimagine 
fundraisers, adjust projects and programs, and continue to invest in our community and members. 
Throughout the year, major milestones were met, like the millionth diaper distributed in our 
community, a virtual match and drive adoption event, thousands of books distributed, a virtual 
world becoming the source for all things fundraising and leadership development, and more! 

The most important part of it all, was the way we empowered each other. People led with empathy, 
lifted one another up, and supported fellow members. It was all about the human spirit and  
The Power of Us. You came together and made it happen. 

That is the inspiration behind this expanded The Sandspur edition together. We want to take you 
down memory lane and highlight some of JLT’s 95 years of impact. You will see what members 
were doing in different times and how we have continued to evolve and grow. That evolution 
is represented today in each of you, the League, and our community. Thank you for being a 
significant part of JLT’s legacy. 

As the year comes to a close, I reflect proudly on the last 12 months, our partnerships, who we 
are as an organization and the brilliant membership that continue to act as catalysts for lasting 
community change. You all make it happen. 

Thank you for the most incredible experience and I am excited for our next 95! I am so confident 
in our leadership, organization, and members who will continue to champion our community and 
each other. I am leaving a different woman and honored to have been given such an extraordinary 
gift of representing this unbelievable organization and members. 

With love and gratitude, 

Meghan McGuire 
President  2020-2021

president's note.
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sustainer president's note.
As I reflect on next year, I look forward with optimism to the renewed 
commitments and new opportunities that will ignite our future! Condoleezza 
Rice says, “Life is full of surprises and serendipity. Being open to unexpected 
turns in the road is an important part of success.” While many of us will nod our 
heads and say “Of course, this is true.” you will also know that our Sustainer 
leadership team embraced this sentiment with vengeance this particular 
year.  Certainly, we did not shift our goals! However, flexibility and adaptability 
became our mainstay as we partnered with Active members on our virtual 
platform to provide meaningful and engaging programs. 

We intentionally opened our 2020-2021 Back to the League meeting with 
Vicki Clark’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion program to ensure that Sustainer 
members were informed and aligned with this League initiative. The plan is 
to continue this collaboration as JLT’s goals evolve. This fall and spring we 
launched our Meet the Author series with New York Times Best Selling authors. 
This was extremely popular and we intend to continue this series. We also 
continued our popular Art series which included an internationally renowned 
portrait artist from the National Arts Club in New York City, where he is in 
residence. Many who attended envision a trip to NYC to visit his gallery! We also 
featured several of our talented Sustainers in a program that highlighted their 
art and inspiring stories. This event received rave reviews from the attendees 
and underscores the opportunity to continue to highlight “Our Very Own” talent. 
As always, it was an honor to celebrate our 50-year anniversary Sustainer 
members with testimonials and Judi Lisi, President and CEO of the David Straz 
Center for the Performing Arts as our guest speaker. She generated much 
excitement as she shared 2021-2022 plans and future vision for the expansion. 

Throughout this year, to say we felt the need to connect in person with our 
members is an understatement! A soon as we got the word that we could have 
30 members in a venue with appropriate space guidelines we scheduled a 
series of events including several of our Pop Ups, a Riverwalk / Armature Tour 
/ brunch adventure, the Past Sustainers of the Year luncheon, and a visit with 
Richard Gonzmart at Cafe Santo Stefeno. The truth is, we were all really VERY 
happy to see each other! 

We were poised in 2020-2021 to engage with our Active partners by expanding 
our community service options. We created a Sustainer Board position to 
ensure that this initiative was launched. We will certainly be in a position this 
Fall 2021- 2022 to go forth with this goal. 

Throughout the year, our Sustainer leadership team LISTENED TO and VALUED 
your wise and creative suggestions. Indeed, they inspired our programs and 
ultimately our venues! You have been generous, kind, supportive and extremely 
patient as we navigated this year! Looking forward to 2021-2022, we know 
that much was learned which will certainly impact the coming year. There are 
opportunities to continue and expand certain programs and advance new ideas. 
These new ideas include the option to execute in efficient yet engaging ways. 

The Sustainers, once again, demonstrated that we are a resilient and persistent 
group! It has been your leadership team’s honor and privilege to serve you as 
we embraced our challenges head on and powered through this year! 

With much gratitude, 

Louisa Van Eepoel

Louisa Van Eepoel,  
Sustainer President

Beth Schatzberg,  
Sustainer President-Elect

Barbara Ryals,  
Executive Board Sustainer 
At-Large

Ginny Veit,  
Management Council 
Sustainer At-Large

Angie Ammon,  
Sustainer Recording 
Secretary

Janet Mendez,  
Sustainer Corresponding 
Secretary

Denise Cassedy & Penny 
Parks,  
Sustainer Event Co-Chairs

Genet Stewart,  
Sustainer Community 
Service Chair

Ginny Charest,  
Sustainer Treasurer & 
Communications Liaison
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In Memoriam
Maude PallardyFrances "Frankie" 

Harrell

Mary Audrey 
Wilson

Susan Gillet

Patricia "Patty" 
Williams

Mary Louise  
Cutolo

Phylis Russell

Ann Crowder

Dada Pittman
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Special guest speakers JLT Sustainers were able to engage with over the year thanks in part to 
being in a virtual environment.

•	 MICHAEL SHANE NEAL — renowned portrait artist, joined us from NYC

•	 LISA UNGER — New York Times Best-Selling author

•	 MARY KAY ANDREWS — New York Times Best-Selling author

•	 JUDY LISI — President/CEO of the Straz

•	 CLARE ROBBINS — our very own JLT Sustainer and portrait artist consultant

•	 SUSTAINER ART SERIES EVENT — focusing on our talented JLT Sustainer artists, featuring 
Cindy Coney, Becky Savitz, and Carole Guyton

•	 RICHARD GONZMART — speaking at June lunch at Casa Santo Stefano 
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by STEPHANIE HAAS

In March 2020, as the world was shutting 
down due to the COVID-19 pandemic, The 
Junior League of Tampa Executive Board 
was making headway through the annual 
budget process, which determines League 
and individual committee budgets for the 
year ahead. The Executive Board faced 
tough decisions in an environment of 
unknowns. After research and analysis on 
the current giving environment and League 
budgeting forecasts from Finance Director 
Emily Read, the Executive Board felt that it 
was appropriate and prudent to decrease 
committee budgets by 50%. This ensured 
operating and community budgets could still 
be funded if giving, donations, sponsorship, 
and fundraiser revenue decreased in amount. 
The Executive Board was hesitant of a 50% 
cut, which at the time seemed extreme. 
The Board agreed that this was the fiscally 
responsible action to take given the current 
environment. This decision ultimately put JLT 
in a better financial position. If fundraising 
exceeded expectations, more money could 
be dispersed to committees in need mid-way 
through the year.  “Looking back, Emily saved 
us a tremendous amount of stress and time. 
Even though it was more work for the finance 
team, to sift through an already tight budget, 
they did so with the support of committee 
chairs.” Managing Director, Caroline Vostrejs 
goes on to note,“That second step should 
not go unnoticed. The chairs helped us to 
cut the budget in half. Many of these chairs 
were looking forward to a busy year with big 
plans. They graciously gave up half of their 
budgets AND kept their teams motivated to 
continue to do the community work as best 
they could. That level of teamwork is where 
the magic happened. It's why, in my opinion, 
JLT is still thriving after 95+ years.”

Splinters from 
the Board 
provided JLT 
members League 
updates in the 
1950's issues of 
The Sandspur.

SPLINTERS  
	   BOARDFROM THE

2021  E DI T ION

This planning and budget change impacted every 
area of the league but it also helped us take a look 
at what our organization can change to be more 
effective as volunteers and members. So many 
lessons were learned so The Sandspur reached 
out to Managers and Committee Chairs and asked 
them to tell us about the issues they faced, how they 
overcame them, and what was learned that can be 
applied in future years. 
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EMILY READ, F INA NCE  DI RE C T OR

In spring of 2020, the budget process was well underway and we were gathering input from 
our community chairs, managers and strategic input from the Board. The pandemic took 
its foothold about a month prior to the typical voting and approval process for the upcoming 
year's budget. I initially reviewed our sources of community revenue - events and annual 
giving and adjusted expectations for expected economic impacts as well as reduced options 
for in person events. With reduced community revenue, by default we reduce community 

spend in the proportionate amounts. As giving continued to exceed expectations, we have 
been able to provide additional investments in our community based on significant 
additional needs - specifically literacy, diaper need, and food insecurity. 

MEG SEVERINO, LE A DERSH I P  DI RE C T OR 

The Nominating Committee maintained a welcoming and encouraging process while 
staying virtual during COVID. The committee quickly realized we needed to pivot to keep our 
members safe and comfortable while preserving the slating process. The committee held 
two virtual trainings, offered a virtual mentoring experience, and held all interviews over 
Zoom. Each candidate received a welcome bag, hand delivered to their home, prior to the 
interview. This made each candidate know we were looking forward to seeing them shine 
on the computer screen! We highly encouraged each member to relax and “be themselves” 

while going through the big change. We know that interviewing can be nerve-wracking and moving to the 
virtual experience needed to be smooth. We interviewed and deliberated for over 55 hours as 
a virtual team to perfect our slate. We hosted the first ever virtual slate announcement, and it 
was a success! We were able to connect with women all over the Tampa Bay area and celebrate our newly 
appointed leaders! This committee is the epitome of servant leadership.

LINDSAY SEEL, OPE RAT ION S  MA NAGER

Our Member Meeting and Events Co-Chairs, Melissa Garitta and Karyn Rood, truly 
accomplished a lot in the face of COVID. They went from brainstorming incredible 
in-person socials and GMMs to moving everything to virtual. A favorite 
thing they did was to host virtual socials before GMMs, allowing members to move 
into breakout rooms and do "get to know you" bingo games. By the time Spring came, 
membership was clear they were ready to meet in-person, so they quickly organized an 
Annual Celebration and Girl's Weekend in just a few weeks. 

Community Action committee

2021 Family Food Fest
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MARYSUE MATHEWS, OFF ICE  A DM I N I ST R AT OR

Serving as Office Administrator for the past 13 years, I have seen many changes to the 
structure and processes of our League. I am so proud of the way JLT stepped 
up to meet the needs of our members and our community during the 
COVID pandemic. Members who reached out to staff were accommodated in every way 
possible. JLT Headquarters was kept up and running and also updated with improved 
safety, storage, and functionality for the coming year. Your JLT Headquarters building is 
open for business and we cannot wait to see you!

ASHLEY ZOHAR, LE GA L  CH A I R

This year, the Legal Committee handled the implementation of COVID-19 protocols at 
Headquarters along with the cancellation and renegotiation of contracts and events due to 
the pandemic. The pandemic required the committee to ensure key clauses were included in 
agreements that allowed JLT to pivot at a later date if it decided not to move forward to a certain 
event or project along with key terms, such as the allowance for the termination of a contract in 
the event of a national or global pandemic. This year also gave the legal committee 
the opportunity to take a broader look at certain legal agreements 

which had been in place for long-term partnerships. The slow-down in volunteer work and 
events allowed other committees to work with legal to consider revisions to their agreements to better suit 
their needs. All in all, the Legal Committee itself had a great year collaborating among its members and 
with JLT’s prosperous and vibrant committees. 

MELISSA GARITTA & KARYN ROOD,  
MEMBER  MEE T I NG  &  EVEN T S  C O - CH A I R S 

Meetings and events were not on a high-priority list during the heart of COVID. 
Of course we faced challenges with meeting in groups for GMM and socials 
in person, so we had to learn how to still see members without 
physically being together. In the beginning we did have several 
successful events, such as Painting with A Twist and Yoga on the Lawn, but 

as the we started to open back up people wanted to meet in person, so we started to incorporate in-person 
yoga along with virtual and offered outdoor events, like the Walk in the Park series. 

Girls Weekend – Flower Arrangement Event2021 Family Food Fest

President Meghan McGuire 2021 Co-Committee of the Year Diaper Bank The Junior League of Tampa's 95th Anniversary 
Proclamation signed by Mayor Jane Castor
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MELISSA MORA,  BY L AWS  CH A I R

Bylaws and the policies and procedures in which govern us are important to ensuring the 
League’s success. They set the tone of our organization and address the fundamental rules 
that we must follow as the League conducts its business.

Looking towards the 2021-2022 League year in operations: 
Next year the Bylaws Chair will continue the Policy and Procedures revision needed after the 
Bylaws were amended in 2020.

CASEY O'BRIEN, PRO JE C T  DEVEL OPMEN T  &  EVALUAT ION 
C OMM I T T EE

All League year we met virtually, which is a big departure from previous years, just like all 
other committees. During PDEC meetings, we review a lot of documentation and have a 
lot of discussion so doing this virtually was a bit of a challenge. The PDEC group is full of 
strong, resilient women and the entire committee handled it beautifully! [The pandemic] 
forced us to be a bit sharper with our communication since we held all of our 
meetings virtually.

MEAZA STEWART-MORRISON, PDE C  A S SI STA N T  CH A I R , 
I N C OM I NG  CH A I R

PDEC was able to pivot and make the most of the situation by utilizing technology to achieve 
even more than expected. Next year, fortunately we will be able to have in-person meetings, 
but we will continue to use technology to boost our communication and 
outcomes.

Girls Weekend – Candle Pour Event President Meghan McGuire and 2021 
Provisional of the Year Raena Steffan

The Junior League of Tampa's 95th Anniversary
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KATIE CROWE, C OMMUN I T Y  A S SI STA NCE  MA NAGER

Our Diaper Bank Assistant Chair, Michele Davis implemented a "Feel Good Friday" email 
blast. This email was more than just upcoming volunteer shifts and committee updates — she 
introduced committee members by including a picture and a little blurb about them! In a year 
where we were not able to gather together and cultivate relationships in the same way, this 
email made members feel connected to their committee and helped us all get to know one 
another better! I definitely think this would be great to continue for years to come — by any 
committee. 

LYNDSEY SIARA, DI A PER  BA NK  CH A I R

The pandemic shined a bright light on the need that all humans have 
for their most basic needs to be met. Basic needs like diapers, wipes, and period 
products are critical for living a healthy, happy life with dignity. The pandemic showed how 
important the work is that we do in this space. We advocated for elimination of the diaper tax 

— something that has been presented before but the pandemic definitely demonstrated how 
devastatingly expensive basic needs can be for some. That sadly did not pass but it did get a 
lot of traction and support, so we'll be ready to advocate and support again next year. 

In times of crisis, look for the helpers. JLT has always been a foundational piece of this 
community, but during this pandemic, it is my belief that we stepped up, adjusted, and met the community 
need that emerged. It wasn't the year that anyone expected, but we were a critical component of ensuring 
that families and children could continue to thrive throughout this challenging time. 

COURTNEY RYALS, GI RL  P OWER !  CH A I R 

This year our partner had to close its doors due to a lack of funding. The Girl Power! 
team had to find a new partner and fast! We were excited to partner with the 
Children's Home Network and have had seven wonderful events. We learned 
that we are able to make an impact even though we were virtual and the pandemic created 
an opportunity for our team to creatively come together to make each event a success. 

JLT Annual CelebrationSustainer of the Year Marsha Rydberg and Susan Gillen Heath at 
the Annual Celebration

JLT Annual Celebration
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LESLIE HODZ, A LL I A NCE  F OR  PE R IOD  SUPPL IE S 
C O OR DI NAT OR

Our committee definitely learned the need for period supplies is far exceeding 
what we expected in the first official year of this project. We also learned 
there are so many different ways organizations are distributing the products- some distributed 
through social workers, some sent as care packages, some included on food pantry shelves, etc. 
And finally, we learned that the need for products, particularly feminine pads, is much higher in 

the elementary school population than we assumed. Many of these children are menstruating before they have 
had any sort of sex education, which means they are relying on their teachers, mentors, and school nurses for 
products and education. 

JENNY SCHROEDER, M I L O  CH A I R

This year marked MILO's inaugural year partnering with the Tampa Family Health Centers and 
the University Area Community Development Corporation.  We updated our little libraries to 

"Giving Libraries" emphasizing the importance of building in-home libraries for children.  The 
Giving Libraries program really flourished during COVID through our parking 
lot book giveaways with our Giving Libraries at Tampa Family Health Centers, Children's 
Board  Family Resource Centers and University Area Community Development Center 
(UACDC), where we partner to fill their Dream Boxes.  Through these events and our libraries 

themselves we have given away over 15,000 year to date.  These partners strengthen JLT’s position in the 
community of promoting literacy by making books accessible to all. 

KRISTEN ANTONELLO, SUSTA I NE R  CH A I R

We had to really pivot this year from our traditional Sustainer events and move to a virtual 
environment! We had to help Sustainers become familiar with Zoom and 
Digital Cheetah quickly so they could participate in the virtual 
events. I created step-by-step “guides” to Zoom and Digital Cheetah so that Sustainers 
could better understand these platforms and engage virtually. We started the JLT year with 
a virtual “Art Series” event and we went full speed ahead after the success of that event! 
We’ve hosted virtual Art Series events, virtual “Meet the Author” events, virtual “Back to 

the League” and “Spring Meeting” events just to name a few. I think the virtual space, while challenging to 
introduce at first, led to more members being able to participate in events that they otherwise would not be 
able to due to work schedules, kids’ events, traveling, etc. Hosting virtual events allowed members to join 
while in the car, while on the way to pick up their child from baseball, while sitting in their home office, while 
being out of town, etc.

Public Affairs Committee volunteering with Feeding Tampa BayPresident Meghan McGuire and President-Elect 
Taylor Jones at the Annual Celebration
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CASEY BARILE, T OA ST MA ST E RS  CH A I R

Toastmasters is a very social committee.  It is about public speaking in group settings where 
handshakes and high fives are strongly encouraged.  Trying to capture that same energy in a 
virtual environment can be a challenge.  Plus all the added responsibilities of virtual learning 
among others made time challenging as well.  

We met where the team was.  We shifted the time of the meeting to be later so people could 
take care of work and family first.  We hosted Zoom calls and learned how to be effective in 

a virtual environment.  Many of the skills that the group learned in Toastmasters were 
translatable to this now virtual work environment.  Presenting on screen with screen 
sharing, different eye contact and hand gestures, engagement from the group using chat functions, etc. are 
all important skills both for the league as well as your career/personal life.  

ALLISON WALLRAPP-MCMULLAN, T R A I N I NG  CH A I R

Shifting to all virtual training events was a challenge, but attendance numbers for training 
events were higher than normal. We were able to provide training on a variety of topics, 
including meditation strategies, what virtual HGM would look like, composting, and 
estate planning. We also partnered with the Nonprofit Leadership Center to provide 
training on timely topics for the League's membership, including taking control of your 
workday, emotional intelligence, and trading personal saboteurs for your sage voice. We've 
learned that providing a virtual option allows for greater membership 

participation, and I think the committee will continue to allow such an option as the League returns to 
in-person events.

JLT Diaper Bank PackingCommunity Action Committee at the Power of Thanksgiving

Volunteers At Large at the Metropolitan Ministries Holiday Tent
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ROBIN ROUP, PRO SPE C T I V E  MEMBER  E NGAGEMEN T  CH A I R

Our biggest challenge was how to engage women on a virtual platform for our Preview 
events. Historically we’ve had previews at Headquarters, and sometimes pop ups out in the 
community. We had to think through how to still give Prospective members 
a truly engaging experience and not just a PowerPoint on a Zoom call. 
Our virtual Previews allowed us to reach more women who may not have been able to make 
it to Davis Islands after work. Our most popular previews were actually the noon previews 

in the middle of the work-day. We used Zoom’s breakout room function to break into small groups and host 
conversations between 1-2 current JLT members and 3-6 Prospective members, leading to a more intimate 
experience. This year we also moved to a rolling application period, rather than a small window to submit 
applications. This allowed us to really engage with women all year, and to spread out the committee work 
throughout the year. We’ve already had over a dozen women start the applications for next year.

LAURA WARREN, A S SI STA N T  T RE A SURER

I will say that after a year of disappointment and not being able to execute the Gasparilla 
fundraiser, the majority of the members are coming back to the committee next year.   
The Gasparilla committee, led by Kat Lewis, did a great job of 
connecting members. She held a number of safe socially-distanced socials throughout 
the year including a Diaper Bank packing party recently at HQ. I believe that in a year where 
many were searching for connection, the Gasparilla committee was able to have fun together. 

So much so that most of the committee members are staying on the committee next year to execute an 
amazing Gasparilla fundraiser in 2022!

MONICA KIRKLAND, T RE A SURER

The biggest challenge faced this year was raising money for the League during COVID. The 
decision was made during the summer of 2020 to make Holiday Gift Market a virtual event. This 
was a huge risk, but members were supportive of the Market. HGM surpassed its fundraising goal 
by offering a variety of ways for members to support HGM. During the month-long event, members 
were able to shop online for offerings, donate for an opportunity to win a Peloton, and purchase 
mystery bags. The pandemic offered opportunities for us to not only support the community but 
our members also during this unprecedented year.  Witnessing members support each 

other and lift each other up is what truly made this year special for me. No matter how 
big the obstacle, I knew we would get through it because of the support of JLT staff, members and leadership.    
I have never been more proud to be a part of this organization.

JLT Annual CelebrationInspiring Leader of the Year Lyndsey Siara and 
President Meghan McGuire at the Annual Celebration
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CARRIE BIEN, GI V I NG  CH A I R

This year was financially challenging for our community and many members of the League. 
We worked hard to highlight the needs within the Tampa community that JLT helps support, 
while also balancing our messaging so as not to pressure or alienate members who were 
facing financial hardships this year.  Personal connections within the league 
helped increase participation and volunteerism. We did the best we could this 
year, but once we were able to safely gather on the league lawn for an unofficial happy hour, 

overall member engagement and participation on the committee increased. This year was an important 
reminder of the value of our league space and the relationships that are built through volunteering together. 
We missed being together in person, as that is the secret sauce that makes the league so successful. 

DOHNIA DORMAN, E ND OWMEN T  CH A I R

The Endowment Committee may be best known for recognizing members' special occasions 
through the Commemorative Fund and honoring Sustainer Emeritus members with the 
annual 1926 Society Sustainer Emeritus Tea. The committee pivoted and re-imagined 
both activities to support a virtual experience, while still maintaining 
a personal JLT touch. We successfully designed an online recognition platform 
for Commemorative Fund donors. Plus, we hand delivered a unique Tea Party in a Box to 

Sustainer Emeritus members and hosted The Art of Tea virtual tea party for all members to celebrate each 
other and learn about the Endowment Fund and how to make the perfect cup of tea! In spite of the pandemic, 
the Committee is appreciative that members continued to give and support the Fund and investing in the 
sustainability of the League during such an uncertain time.

JACLYN CLARK, LUM I NA R IE S  CH A I R

Due to COVID, we pivoted the Luminaries event to a virtual documentary premiere on Thursday, 
May 13th. The pandemic allowed us to reach more individuals through virtual 
streaming with over 100 viewers the night of the premiere. It also allowed us 
to initiate some creative Luminaries trainings to raise awareness for members of the League. We've 
learned that we can definitely implement hybrid events for the future given the technology we have 
access to. 

Toastmasters Virtual Meeting

Toastmasters Virtual Meeting

Active of the Year Meaza Stewart  
Morrison and President Meghan 
McGuire at the Annual Celebration
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BE BERKELEY

BEGIN A LIFELONG LOVE OF LEARNING.

An Independent Episcopal Day School for Boys and Girls in Pre-K to Grade 12 BERKELEYPREP.ORG/ADMISSIONSEVENTS

Visit BERKELEYPREP.ORG/ADMISSIONSEVENTS to learn more about virtual open houses and to schedule a campus tour.
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A QUIET 
HEADQUARTERS 

ALLOWS FOR  
A TOTAL 

REORGANIZATION

A QUIET 
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A TOTAL 

REORGANIZATION
In March of 2020, just before COVID–19 forced 
everyone to stay home, The Junior League of 
Tampa Headquarters had been bustling. Meetings 
and events filled the calendars, as members and 
community partners filled our halls. Committees 
were planning for year-end events, with our 
closets bursting with supplies. 

After summer 2020 came and went, and the new 
League year started without our Headquarters 
reopened, I realized we had a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to really clean out the years of 
accumulated items. For decades, projects 
have come and gone, with the relics of the past 
lingering in closets. Past Chairs have left items 
for incoming Chairs to “use” and members have 
purchased decorations for single events and then 
donated them to the League, leaving them tucked 
into nooks and crannies. 

By the time Marysue and I started opening closets, 
we realized how many valuable resources we had 
that membership did not know existed. We were 
excited about the possibility of making thousands 
of dollars’ worth of unknown resources available 
to our membership, which in the future would 
allow us to put more of our budget toward serving 
our community needs. 

We began prioritizing current project storage 
needs and sorting through decorations, supplies 
and project resources. In the main room of the 
League, we set up three piles: trash, donate, keep.  
Then, we asked chairs to assist us in clearing out 
their areas. 

MILO Chair, Jenny Schroeder, hosted a book sort 
and stickering to reorder the South Wing Closet. 
Love Bundles led by, Emily Boucher and Lizz 
Focazio, pulled everything out of the North Wing 

Closet to see what had been hiding behind the 
bins. Member Meeting and Events Chairs, Melissa 
Garitta and Karyn Rood, went through the kitchen.  

Our number of “donate” items quickly filled 
six eight–foot tables. We then hosted two days 
for members to sign up for socially distanced 
shopping, after which all remaining items were 
taken to our community partner, Metropolitan 
Ministries, resale store. 

With the main projects back into their locations 
and our community spaces cleared out, I began to 
focus on making our resources more accessible 
to members once headquarters reopened and 
projects resumed in-person. Marysue and I 
created the JLT Community Closet “Store” that 
could be shopped for projects and then members 
could simply return the items to a single bin for 
the Operations and Headquarters team to put 
everything back into its place for the next use. 

During the clean out and reorganization, we 
found some awesome items from the past; my 
favorite being the original credit card plates for our 
cookbooks. We are going to have these framed for 
display. 

We also were able to create a similar system in 
a second closet for event decorations. All of our 
decorations are available for member use for events 
or projects. With each bin containing a different 
theme, it makes it easy for grab and go use. 

I am excited for members to be able to utilize our 
resources, making us all better stewards of our 
precious financial resources. 

by LINDSAY SEEL



A LOOK

This year The Junior League of Tampa celebrates 95 years. As we 

arrived at this milestone, our leaders began asking the question:

The Junior League of Tampa, like so many organizations, has been 

challenged and changed by the past year. We have been pushed to 

look at everything we do in new ways, including our legacy.

COVID-19 was not the first challenge The Junior League of Tampa 

encountered. Three years after the original 22 members had 

gathered together, the Wall Street Crash of 1929 led to the Great 

Depression. Once JLT navigated that crisis, it was not long before 

World War II began, transforming the lives of young women in Tampa 

and beyond. When the dust of the war was settled, the workforce 

began to change. Suddenly women were breaking glass ceilings and 

managing full time careers in addition to their volunteer work.

This roller coaster of history provides the context which makes 

JLT’s impact so outstanding. Despite the twists and turns, our 

members have continued showing up and giving back to their 

community. Their efforts have built some of Tampa’s most iconic 

institutions, invested in families of every shape and size, and made 

our community better.

In the following pages, we dive into the archives exploring the 

League’s history through past articles of The Sandspur. These 

stories provide a small window into 95 years of the relentless 

service of our members have given Tampa. 

INTO THEArchives

 If you are interested 

in learning more about 

the League’s history, we 

encourage you to use the 

QR code to explore our 

interactive timeline.

“What does 95 years of impact look like?”
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n April 2, 1926, twenty-two women 
who shared a mission of promoting 
voluntarism and advocacy to improve 

the community met for the first time. In just a 
month, the Tampa Service League adopted 
a constitution, elected Marion Partrick as 
its first president and welcomed 100 young 
ladies to their provisional year. First on the 
agenda for the motivated group of women 
was a circulating library and gift shop, located 
in the Crescent Apartments. By the end of 
the first year, the women of the League had 
worked 6,350 hours for welfare service 
agencies and netted $1,800 from a charity 
ball benefiting the Community Chest Drive.

During the Tampa Service League’s second 
year, attention was focused toward the 
management and partial financing of the Pine 
Health Preventorium, a temporary home for 
undernourished children and those affected 
by tuberculosis. With the help of the League, 
two wings and a pavilion for children were 
added to the building. But the League needed 
funds for other projects. In order to help raise 
money, Leaguers paid annual dues of $10 
and a penalty of 25 cents if they arrived late 
to a membership meeting. Members also sold 
The Times, a newspaper created to share 
resources with the community and advertise 
to potential new members. The newspaper 
was sold for whatever others were willing 
to pay. After its first publication, The Times 
profited over $2,700.

Two years after the Tampa Service 
League was established, officials from the 
Associations of Junior Leagues of America 
made a visit, and granted membership into 
the AJLA on March 1, 1928.

Ms. Marion Harvey Partrick was the first 
president of The Junior League of Tampa

Mrs. L.W. Lee read to a group of 
children at the Pine Health Preventorium

“I always thought the League 
was the most dedicated group 

for the community and I’ve 
always admired them.”

— Adele Clark
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SUNNY ST. PETE

JL MEMBERS

JL JEWELRY

Being at Sundial in downtown St. Pete
has brought clients from all over
Tampa Bay to see our beautiful
location and, of course, to shop jewelry
from brands like Alexis Bittar, John
Hardy, Michele, and more!

Diamonds Direct was founded by
USCG veteran Gary Sanchez in 1984.

The family has two generations of
active JL members: Gary's wife,

Cheryl, and daughters Lauren and
Danielle. All work at the jewelry store.

117 2nd Ave. N, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 | www.diamondsdirect.us | 727.867.4006

We've earned a reputation for custom
jewelry and have been commissioned
by many organizations including the
Junior League. We've been making
custom pendant necklaces for JL
presidents for over two decades.

TARA CURRY ANDREA WEBB
JLT Active JLT Active

KATIE CROWE
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Present Day
Marsha Rydberg was 
recognized as the 2021 
Sustainer of the Year. 
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A Legacy 
of Recipes 
Lives On

Jacqueline	Kennedy,	former	First	Lady	is	seen	here	carrying	
the	Gasparilla	cookbook	in	the	early	1960’s.

It may seem as though The Junior League of Tampa has always been in the 
business of developing award winning cookbooks.  However, according 
to JLT’s President in 1958, Frances Knight Skemp, the suggestion of 
starting a cookbook was like, “dropping a bombshell.”  In The Sandspur, 
an edition celebrating 50 years of The Junior League of Tampa’s service, 
Mrs.  Skemp recounted how an AJLA (Association of Junior Leagues of 
America) financial advisor, named Ms. Chris Dingman visited the League 
and said, “you need a cookbook…  it’s a natural.  Call it the Gasparilla 
Cookbook.”  Although the members were skeptical, they ran with the idea 
and Gasparilla was born along with a rich tradition of creating cookbooks 
of high quality and taste that have stood the test of time. 

Gasparilla Cookbook

• Is The Junior League of Tampa’s oldest,  
 most popular book and was first   
 purchased for a whopping $3.75!

• Sold nearly 20,000 copies from its debut  
 in 1961 to the end of the 1963-1964   
 League years. 

• Is a National Tabasco Award Winner   
 that has been inducted into the Southern  
 Living Community Cookbook Hall of   
 Fame and Walter S. McIllhenney Hall of  
 Fame for Community Cookbooks.

•     Was selected as a sale item for the Tampa/St. Petersburg exhibit at     
       the World’s Fair in New york City in 1964.

34 www.jltampa.org | FALL 2009
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Did You Know...?                                  
A Taste of Tampa

• Took three long years to finally reach the shelves in 1978.

• Was originally published by Hillsborough Printing   
 company and was in a spiral binder.

• 8,500 copies were sold in 90 days! All thanks to the 84  
 food editors who were in Tampa for the National Chicken  
 Cooking contest. The league hosted a taste testing for 
 the food editors and they must have really liked  
 what they were fed. The food critics went back to their  
 home towns and wrote about The Taste of Tampa in  
 their newspapers and magazines!

Tampa Treasures

• Is out of print and there are  
 only a limited number  
 available for purchase.  
 Make sure to get your copy  
 before they are all gone!

• Has a collection of over  
 500  legacy recipes from  
 sustainers, friends, and  
 favorite restaurants in   
 Tampa.

• At its debut in 1992, Tampa  
 Treasures was featured in  
 the Tour of Kitchens for  
 South Tampa. Bayshore,  
 Golfview, and Culbreath 

Isles homes were toured while guests sampled recipes and 
viewed photographs that would be featured in the book.

The Culinary Collection

• Consists of four books. 

• The Life of the Party was the first volume in this collection, published in 2002. This cookbook focuses on spending less time   
 in the kitchen and more time with your guests. All without sacrificing amazing food or fabulous presentation. The Life of the   
 Party was honored twice by Favorite Recipes Press with Sales and Marketing Awards.

• Everyday Feasts was the second volume of the culinary collection, published in 2004. Inspired by the notion that food brings   
 people back to the table for some good old fashioned family time! In 2006, this book received the prestigious Cookbook of the  
 Year Award by Favorite Press Recipes.

• Savor the Seasons was the third to be published for this collection in 2006. Created to celebrate traditional year-round holiday  
 menus with a twist here and there.

• Last, but certainly not least, in 2010 the Junior League of Tampa will debut the fourth and final cookbook of the culinary   
 collection called Capture the Coast. Celebrating our location on the Florida Peninsula, this fourth and final book in the   
 collection will bring seaside recipes to our homes. Can’t Wait!

2004

2006

2002

2010
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ince 1926 when The Junior League of 
Tampa was founded, the mission has been 
simple: to promote voluntarism, develop the 

potential of women, and improve communities through 
effective action. But having a mission was just the 
beginning. Our twenty-two founding members set 
out to make a difference, and to do so, they needed 
a plan. Fundraising would become a vital piece 
of not only the success of the League, but also its 
history and traditions. To understand how our major 
fundraising efforts have grown over the League’s 
88-year history, I set out to talk to the best sources 
possible – Sustainers. Sarah Jane Rubio, Joy Bell 
and Anne Clark are three Sustainers who have been 
with the League since the early 1950's. I listened as 
they reminisced on their sixty years of service in the 
League. Their stories helped draw a clearer picture of 
how the League’s fundraising projects have evolved 
from the very first charity ball in 1926, to our current 
Holiday Gift Market, and everything in-between. 

The Charity Ball

On December 20, 1927, the League set out to plan 
for its first major fundraising project, a charity ball 
to benefit the Community Chest drive (which would 
later be known as the United Way). The event was 
organized by the Entertainment Committee, chaired 
by founding member Willie Carter Blake. Admission to 
the event was $10 per couple and although the price 
was steep, equivalent to about $120 today, the ball 
managed to bring in $1,800, a huge accomplishment 
given the declining economic state of the city at 
the time. The charity ball would evolve between the 
1940’s through the 1960’s and include the addition 
of yearly galas. 

“The League put on a series of galas and the first 
ones that I remember were right after I joined the 
League in 1951,” remembers Joy Bell. A decade later, 
Anne Clark was chair for one of the first themed galas 
which promoted the arts and fine music in Tampa. It 
was held at the Cuban Club in Ybor City and featured 
entertainment by an up-and-coming opera singer, 
who would one day be a mainstay at the Metropolitan 
Opera. “I was in charge of the first themed gala and 
we brought in Beverly Sills, who turned out to be a very 
famous opera singer,” explained Anne. “We organized 
the event and sold tickets, which topped out at $15.”
 
“Back then, we held a New Members Gala once a year 
and introduced the new League Provisionals,” added 
Sarah Jane Rubio. “The event was considered a big 
deal and tickets were in high demand by members 
of Tampa society. It was one of our best fundraisers.”

by TARA DILLON 

S

A History of 
Fundraising 
& the Holiday 
Gift Market
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Circulating Library and Tea Room 

Other early fundraising endeavors included the 
Circulating Library and Tea Room. Despite having to 
change locations multiple times, the Circulating Library 
was successful in raising funds. Each League member 
was required to buy a membership for $2.44 or donate 
a new novel. “The Circulating Library was originally at 
the Marisol Hotel and then moved to the Maas Brothers 
Department Store,” recalls Sarah Jane. “I remember 
going there in the early days with my mother, who was 
one of the founding members of the League.” At the 
Tea Room, you could get a light lunch for 50 cents and 
for a quarter more, you could add dessert. The Tea 
Room was popular among both League members and 
locals. “My father was one of their best customers,” 
joked Anne. 

Thrift Shop 

The Thrift Shop was the League’s primary source 
of funding from the 1930’s until it closed in 1963. It 
began in 1931 as a way to provide women with sewing 
jobs during the Depression. League members were 
required to donate salvaged items which were then 
repaired or repurposed to sell. Anne spent the majority 
of her tenure with the League working in the Thrift 
Shop, and was its chairman in the early 1960’s. “The 
majority of what we had in merchandising was clothing,” 
she explained. “But occasionally we would get a baby 
crib or some home goods. The year I was chair, we had 
a goal to make $8,000. We ended up meeting our goal 
that year. It was a huge accomplishment.” 

Trinkets and Treasure 

Trinkets & Treasures  (also known as the Thrift Sale) 
took the place of the Thrift Shop and was held 
as a one–day bargain shopper’s paradise. 
Members collected items throughout the 
year and stored them in a warehouse 
where volunteers organized the 

items to be sold. Trinkets & Treasures was a great 
success requiring only half of the volunteers to execute 
and it brought in more than $7,000 in sales. “When 
they first opened the Thrift Sale, it was unbelievable,” 
remembers Joy. “People spent the night down on the 
street waiting in line to get in.” Trinkets & Treasures 
ended in 2002, after being a Tampa staple for 40 years. 

Holiday Gift Market 

Since 2003, Holiday Gift Market has become the 
League’s largest fundraiser, raising more than $1 million 
since its inception. Held at the Florida State Fairgrounds, 
Holiday Gift Market features approximately 140 vendors 
selling their goods during the three-day event. In 2013-
2014, Holiday Gift Market had a record year, surpassing 
13,000 attendees. Visitors can find just about anything 
- gifts, holiday décor, women’s and children’s clothing, 
jewelry, food and much more. There are also special 
events throughout the weekend including live music, 
cooking demonstrations, performances and pictures 
with Santa. 

The Holiday Gift Market will be open 
November 7-9, 2014 and 100% of 
net proceeds raised by The Junior 
League of Tampa will support 
the League’s programs 
and community 
projects.
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Sustainers Anne Clark and Joy Bell 
recalled their work on JLT fundraisers 
with The Sandspur writer Tara Dillon. 
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MACDONALD 
TRAINING CENTER
JLT Paves the Way...

he MacDonald Training Center strives each day to “empower the people they serve to 
lead the lives they choose,” all while working to change the perception of the world. 

This inspiring organization began in 1953 when Junior League President, Mrs. William 
C. Gilmore, read a Tampa Tribune article about children with disabilities and the lack of 
education they received from the state of Florida. She brought the article to her friend, J. 
Clifford MacDonald, and together, the MacDonald family and The Junior League of Tampa 
founded one of the first preschools in the nation for children with developmental disabilities. 

by CRYSTAL IRVING

T
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Once the school opened, members of The Junior League 
of Tampa (JLT) continued to challenge the status quo to 
ensure that all children in Hillsborough County received 
the education that they deserved. Junior League 
members served as the first teachers at the preschool 
and funded numerous programs for the MacDonald 
Training Center (MTC). 

JLT continued its intensive commitment in the 
development and growth of MTC for the next 25 years. 
By the mid 1970’s, the federal government passed  the 
Education of All Handicapped Children Act, a law requiring 
states to establish free public education for all students 
in order to receive education funding. Since students 
with disabilities were now able to attend public schools, 
the need for JLT women who served as teachers was no 
longer needed, and the League assisted the Center in its 
transition into an independent nonprofit agency. 

Rita Hattab, the current Director of Development at 
MTC, credits JLT with “strong vision, dedication and 
commitment which carried the ball for advancement for 
children with disabilities.” 

The Junior League of Tampa has always been 
commended for paving the way for social change. The 
organization’s involvement in founding the MacDonald 
Training Center is just one of many examples of how JLT 
has consistently been a pioneer. 

Today, the MacDonald Training Center continues to lead 
the way in service to people with disabilities. MTC’s 
mission is for the people it serves to have independence 

and the opportunity to make their own decisions about 
where they live and work. The MacDonald Training 
Center has established several unique partnerships 
with local businesses through its business to business 
program. The center is currently the exclusive packager 
of SUNPASS Transponders for the State of Florida which 
is a “great source of pride for the people we serve and 
our organization,” notes Hattab. “Skills learned through 
the steps of packaging the transponder continue as the 
hallmark of our innovative ‘Empowering People, Inspiring 
Change’ (EPIC) curriculum.” The skills learned through 
this program include timeliness, dependability,  attention 
to detail and conflict resolution, which allows MTC 
participants to grow personally and professionally.  

The center also provides residential services giving 
members the opportunity and resources to make their 
own decisions about where and with whom they live as 
well as paying their own bills. These employment and 
residential services truly make a huge difference in 
the lives of many and allows adults with developmental 
disabilities to live independently in their own homes. 

Jim Freyvogel, President/CEO of MTC, is extremely 
proud of the strides MTC has made for the lives of people 
with disabilities, and in changing the way in which the 
world perceives them. However, there is still a long way to 
go. He encourages others to continue to put disabilities 
aside and to come together to change the world. He is 
grateful to The Junior League for its unwavering support 
and knows that, together, we can continue to shatter 
barriers and make progress for people with disabilities. 

“STRONG VISION, DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
WHICH CARRIED THE BALL FOR ADVANCEMENT FOR 

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.” — RITA HATTAB 
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Promoting voluntarism is a major tenet of The Junior League 
of Tampa’s Mission. Members provide thousands of hours in 
volunteer service to the community through involvement in 
League programs and projects. The League also provides 
community assistance, including short-term volunteer and 
financial support to select organizations throughout the year. 
Carefully vetting these potential partners is the task of the 
League’s Enabling Fund and Community Action Committees.

According to Andrea Layne, Enabling Fund Chair, the Enabling 
Fund “allows [the League] to work with organizations that 
don’t necessarily need volunteers,” but would benefit from 
the League’s financial support. She goes on to state, “The 
Enabling Fund is the League’s way of putting money into 
the community to fund organizations which create activities 
and events that are an extension of our Mission.” Each year, 

the Enabling Fund Committee must determine how to best 
distribute $25,000 to local non-profit organizations. The 
maximum amount a single organization can receive each 
year is $2,500. 

Applicants go through a rigorous investigative process. 
Applications are made available in the late spring and the 
deadline is typically on July 1st. This year, 39 applications 
were received. The applications are initially reviewed 
for anything that might immediately disqualify them. For 
example, an organization cannot receive a grant two years 
in a row. The applications are then divided into specific 
categories and assigned to teams of two women each to 
closely evaluate them. Criteria assessed include: length 
of time the organization has existed as a 501(c)(3), clarity 
of mission statement, degree of detail in the budget, and 

quality of audited past financial statements. 
Site visits are conducted to better understand 
how the donated money will be spent. Each 
team then presents their top 2 or 3-rated 
organizations at a committee meeting attended 
by the President-Elect, Treasurer, and PDEC 
chair. Proposed recipients are voted on by the 
Executive Committee and presented at the 
end of October to the Leadership Council. The 
recipients are announced at the November 
General Membership Meeting.

When asked how the Enabling Fund helps fulfill 
the League’s Mission, Andrea focuses on the 
committee’s ability to develop the potential of 
women. Serving on the Enabling Fund Committee 
gives women experience reviewing grant 
applications. Committee members also learn to 
analyze a non-profit’s financial statements.

GIVING ABOVE 
AND BEYOND
E N A B L I N G  F U N D  &  C O M M U N I T Y  A C T I O N

by KATHRYN HALL
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The Community Action Committee (CAC) mirrors the 
efforts of the Enabling Fund Committee. However, instead 
of granting financial support only, the CAC endeavors to 
find community partners that need volunteers. Again, 
these organizations may not directly mirror the League’s 
key issue areas, but they offer the prospect of positively 
affecting the organization served. Non-profits selected as 
partners go through a rigorous application process similar 
to that described for applicants to the Enabling Fund. 
However, rather than focusing on the financial aspect of 
the organization, greater emphasis is placed on the project 
description and how volunteers will be utilized.

According to 2013-2014 CAC chair, Christina Thompson, 
events supported through the committee offer a unique 
service experience for all League members. The CAC hosts 
“done in a day” events with local charities. These events 
allow a member to contribute to a service project without 
the obligation of a year-long commitment. A recent done 
in a day event allowed League members to redecorate the 
intake room at The Spring, Tampa’s preeminent shelter for 
women who are victims of domestic violence, making the 
room more pleasant and welcoming.

Christina’s goal for the committee is to take its reach even 
further into the community. New events this year inspired by 
this vision include working with the Children’s Dream Fund to 
host a party in the pediatric oncology area of Tampa General 
Hospital and cooperating with the Tampa Bay History Center 
on a special child-oriented event.

Through the Enabling Fund and Community Action 
Committee, the League is able to give above and beyond 
its focus areas. The women on the Enabling Fund and 
Community Action Committees help ensure the Junior 
League supports these efforts in such a way that allows the 
League stay true to its Mission, and just as importantly, in a 
way that broadens its reach.
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he Junior League of Tampa aims to improve the community 
by preserving and inspiring a legacy of luminaries who 
are catalysts for lasting community impact. As one of the 

preeminent leadership development organizations in Tampa, the 
League believes in the power of one individual to make a tangible 
difference in our community. Steeped in 89 years of rich Tampa 
history, the League stands in a unique position to preserve the life 
histories of these influential individuals, and through the power of 
storytelling, inspire a future movement of community leaders.

To that end, The Junior League of Tampa created The Luminaries, 
an annual award program to showcase such outstanding individuals, 
as exemplified by inspiring leadership, commitment to lasting 
community impact through empowerment and advocacy, and 
achievement of prominence or distinction in a particular sphere. 
Yet, this leadership award program takes recognition a step further 
by vividly capturing and preserving the influential stories of the 
award recipients through the creation and distribution of digital 
media biographies. The Luminaries – the permanent collection of 
digital media biographies – will be presented at an inaugural award 
ceremony in the spring of 2015. 

The League has established partnerships with educational 
organizations to feature the digital collection of The Luminaries 
through online and permanent displays. As a result of the distribution 
and use of these biographies, we hope that Hillsborough County 
residents, in particular children, will learn about local leaders and 
be inspired by these relatable stories to be the change they want 
to see in their own community.

Through The Luminaries, we are certain that the power of one will 
impact many. So, who will you nominate?  

Nominees will come from a variety of sectors. Be on the lookout 
for the launch of the award and nomination process online in mid-
September 2014 at www.jltampa.org/luminaries.

For more information on the award and the nomination process, 
please contact Melissa Knight Nodhturft at leadershipaward@
jltampa.org. 

by MELISSA KNIGHT NODHTURFT

LUMINARY 
– a person 

who inspires 
or influences 

others, 
especially one 
prominent in 
a particular 

sphere. 
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M E E T  T H E  2 0 2 1 
L U M I N A R I E S

FR AN DAVIN 
Board member of the 
MacDonald Training Center, 
past Hillsborough County 
Commissioner, Tampa City 
Council member, and Tampa 
Housing Authority board 
member.

DORETHA EDGECOMB 
Former Hillsborough County 
School Board Chair, Children 
Board of Hillsborough County 
member, and Moffitt Cancer 
Center supporter.

RON WE AVER 
Of Counsel at Stearns Weaver 
Miller Weissler Alhadeff & 
Sitterson, P.A., co-founder of 
Real Estate Lives and nonprofit 
board member.

WATCH THE FULL DOCUMENTARY AT: 
JLTAMPA.ORG/LUMINARIES
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Finally... your digital images printed!
STRESS FREE PORTRAITS FOR THE BUSY MOMS OF THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF TAMPA

Custom gallery wall with 10+ years of portraits designed and 

installed for Katie Cappy, Past JLT President

BRITTANYELISE.COM  |  HELLO@BRITTANYELISE.COM   |  813-4655-4420
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ne reason why many of us join The Junior 
League of Tampa is because of our commitment 
to service in the community.  JLT embodies that 
commitment as we choose agencies to partner 
with, develop strategies with these project 
partners for sustaining the project without our 

assistance, and then “launch” the project back to the community.    
Over the years, there are many examples of projects that have 
continued on after JLT’s involvement, and here we focus on four 
notable ones.  MORE HEALTH and Baby Bungalow were both 
started as JLT projects and have grown into thriving organizations.  
JLT helped bring a Ronald McDonald House to Tampa, and our 
Academy Prep program provides an example of a project launched 
within an established organization.  The impact of JLT’s projects 
still remains in all of these organizations today, and the staff and 
volunteers are so grateful and appreciative to The Junior League of 
Tampa for our support through the years. 

MORE HEALTH
MORE HEALTH began as a three-year project in 1989.  After 
visiting the Health Adventure, a hands-on health museum for kids in 
Asheville, North Carolina, JLT member Nancy Crane was inspired to 
bring the idea back to Tampa.  Along with Marsha Martin, another 
JLT member, the concept morphed into training League volunteers 
on lessons purchased from Health Adventure to be taught in local 
schools.  The students loved it!  

The JLT was able to launch this project, and in 1992, Tampa General 
Hospital became the major sponsor.  Karen Pesce, the current 
Executive Director and a JLT Sustainer, joined the organization that 
same year.  Tampa General Hospital remains MORE HEALTH’S 
largest sponsor, and St. Joseph’s joined as a major sponsor in 
2005.  

MORE HEALTH has developed additional lessons and now teaches 
23 separate lessons for grades K-12.  Lessons range from the five 
senses, poison control, bicycle safety, dental hygiene, bone and 
heart health, nutrition and fitness and more.  MORE HEALTH just 
celebrated its 20 year anniversary, and the milestone of teaching its 
two millionth student!  

For more information or for volunteer opportunities, please visit 
www.morehealthinc.org.  

Baby Bungalow
JLT’s five-year project with Baby Bungalow began in 1999 in 
collaboration with the Child Abuse Council (founded by JLT 30 years 
ago) and the Healthy Start Coalition to establish a place that would 
promote happier, healthier families. With the donation of a building in 
South Tampa, Baby Bungalow underwent a painstaking renovation 
process led by JLT Committee Chair Beth Schatzberg, now a JLT 
Sustainer.  Says JLT Sustainer Alysia Ekizian, past co-chair of the 
Baby Bungalow Committee, our goal was to, “create a place that was 
functional, developmentally appropriate, and accessible for infants, 
young children, and their parents.”  The renovation work received a 

Follow Up on Launched Projects
By Jennifer Simpson-Oliver

O

The two millionth student taught by MORE HEALTH.

Children enjoying Baby Bungalow’s 10th Birthday Party. 
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preservation award and was recognized by the National Association 
of Industrial and Office Properties (NAIOP).  JLT volunteers continued 
to serve Baby Bungalow in a variety of ways through 2004.

Baby Bungalow’s “any baby, any family” philosophy serves all income 
levels of parents, and teaches parenting classes to expecting parents 
all the way through parents with four-year-olds.  Baby Bungalow 
offers classes, support groups, and more.  Most classes are taught 
with the parent and child together and range from developmental 
playgroups, infant and child CPR classes, to baby sign language.  
Patricia Pead, Baby Bungalow’s Program Director and JLT Sustainer, 
has been involved since the beginning.  She was initially skeptical of 
the baby sign language class, until she witnessed an 8 month-old 
signing, “Pain.  Ear.”  She was instantly sold.  

Since the launch, Baby Bungalow has served 2,505 parents, opened 
six additional locations: Town and Country, North Tampa, Brandon, 
Ruskin, Ybor City, and Plant City, and recently celebrated its 10th 
Birthday!  

For more information or for volunteer opportunities, please visit 
http://babybungalow.childabusecouncil.com.

Ronald McDonald House

In 1974, after experiencing sleepless nights in uncomfortable hospital 
waiting rooms while his daughter was being treated for leukemia, 
Philadelphia Eagles player Fred Hill joined with his teammates and 
community to build the first Ronald McDonald House, located in 
Philadelphia.  Since that time, close to 300 houses have opened 
worldwide in 30 countries.    

Beginning in 1989, the JLT project was to contribute funds totaling 
$56,000 over three years towards the building of the Tampa Ronald 
McDonald House on Davis Islands, adjacent to Tampa General.  
The House serves families with sick children in Tampa General, St. 
Joseph’s Children’s Hospital and Shriners Hospitals for Children.  The 
House was opened in 1992, has 14 bedrooms, and can accommodate 

up to 56 people.  JLT’s donation included funds for the House’s 
living room, which is warm and inviting, with large windows that 
overlook an expansive backyard.  Carla Saavedra, Board Member 
and JLT Sustainer says the House’s goal is, “to make our families as 
comfortable as possible”.  

Since opening, the House has served 5,815 families.  Three additional 
Ronald McDonald Houses are located in St. Petersburg, offering 80 
total bedrooms for families.  

For more information or for volunteer opportunities, please visit 
www.rmhctampabay.com.

Academy Prep Center of Tampa
Academy Prep’s Tampa Center opened in Ybor City in 2003.  Academy 
Prep is a private, co-ed middle school promoting educational, social 
and ethical development of inner-city students.  Much is expected 
of Academy Prep students, with a focus on college preparation.  
The classrooms are adorned by pennants from high schools where 
previous students have received scholarships, adding a tangible 
incentive.   

Beginning in 2004, JLT’s project involved training volunteers to teach 
6th graders proper social skills.  The social skills classes included 
writing thank you notes, dining etiquette, proper attire for all occasions 
and much more.  

JLT celebrated the launch of this project with a graduation dinner in 
December 2009 at the Columbia Restaurant, where students were 
able to show off their newly learned skills. JLT Active Megan Berrigan, 
former chair of the project, recently visited a class on proper dress. 
This class was led by community volunteers who had been trained by 
JLT members. This allowed Megan to see first-hand that the classes 
are a continued success. Megan shared, “I'm thrilled that because 
of Academy Prep has committed to continue these classes, future 
students will also share the same smiles.”

For more information or for volunteer opportunities, please visit 
www.academyprep.org/tampa.

Students participating in the “Proper Dress” social skills class.

Ronald McDonald in the JLT Living Room of the Ronald McDonald House.

Children enjoying Baby Bungalow’s 10th Birthday Party. 
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The Sandspur: Past and Present
By Sommer Stiles

he first two lines of this poem were taken from a past issue 
of The Sandspur announcing the new officers of the Junior 
League in an article titled, “The Top Brass.” The remaining 
six lines are my own rhythmic variation and the only way I 

found fitting to offer to you a retrospective of the official magazine 
of The Junior League of Tampa, The Sandspur. Visit the publication 
archives at headquarters, and flip through the pages of any volume 
published between 1951 and 1959 and you will see what I mean.

History as it relates to The Sandspur has several iterations. There 
is the history of The Junior League of Tampa; the history of the 
magazine; and, the history of the women who have built the League 
and contributed to its success. This is not a Cliff’s Notes version of the 
70 plus volume of issues published over the last several decades. It is 
the story of how a single page, typed newssheet became a 58 page, 
high-gloss magazine and in the process became the documented 
history of women of The Junior League of Tampa.

From the onset, The Sandspur was a hands-on publication. League 
members developed the stories, illustrated the covers, typed the 
text and delivered each printed issue. Though over time, technology 
has improved and production has become more streamlined, the 
magazine is every bit as much hands-on. 

It is with this dedication that the magazine has evolved into the voice 
of the League by telling the stories of League women. It has been 
a venue for announcements, member profiles, community news, 
recipes, fashion, and financial tips, book reviews, League projects, 
and editorials. It has helped raise funds for League operations and 
raise awareness of important issues related to women, children, and 
families.

Under Editor Isabelle Ferrell, the article “Viewpoint” shared the 
opinion of Patricia Morgan, contributing writer and League member, 
on the effects of changes in the modern world. Patricia writes, 
“Sometimes when the telephone is ringing, the television is blaring, 
and the kitchen appliances are grinding and roaring, it occurs to me 
that modern technology may well be the ultimate source of world 
peace. By this I mean that once all countries have a living standard 
compared to ours in America the citizens of those enlightened 
lands will thenceforward be too involved in and enervated by the 
demands of modern life to entertain thoughts of war...If progress 
has released woman from the kitchen and, this is open to question, 
what has it released her? Is she peacefully reading edifying books 
and listening to great music? Don’t be silly....I submit modern 
woman has exchanged one kind of work for another and has lost her 
peace of mind in the process. The basic problem is that since WWI 
America, ostensibly, has become a one class society, which should 
be fine, but the catch is that everyone is trying to be upper-class.” 

1948-49 Sue W. McNevin
1949-50 Martha Ferman 
1950-51 Betty F Campbell 
1951-52 Georgia R. Wall
1952-53 Jane Hewitt 
1953-54 Suzanne Savarese
1954-55 Charlotte Bartlett/Patricia Morgan

1955-56 Nancy Ford
1956-57 Nonita Henson
1957-58 Deedee Gray
1958-59 Mary Ellen Rendall
1959-60 Byron Crowder
1960-61 Margaret Johnson
1961-62 Isabelle Ferrell
1962-63 Susan Twomey

1963-64 Mary Audrey Blake
1964-65 Nancy Whitaker
1965-66  Phylis Kadyk
1966-67 Patti Bryan
1967-68 Mrs. Robert L. Martin
1968-69 Mrs. John H. Dolcater, Jr.
1969-70 Mrs. Kendrick Hardcastle, III
1970-71 Mrs. J. Warren Frazier

1971-72 Mrs. Fred J. Turpin
1972-73 Mrs. Robert Taliaferro
1973-74 Mrs. I. Clay Thompson, Jr.
1974-75 Mrs. Joseph Lupo
1975-76 Mrs. Donald W. Irvine
1976-77 Lois G. Nixon  
1977-78 Sally Padget
1978-79 Robin DeLaVergne

1950 1955 1962 1970
Editors
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“Oh reader, dear

What have we here”

A history of The Sandspur.

Not told in rhyme,

But of the time

A single page
Earned a wage

And women shared their story.

coMMUnIcAtIng oUR VALUes
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Patricia’s article was published in a 1961 issue of The Sandspur at 
a pivotal time in for women in US history. In the 1960s, a powerful 
discourse over civil rights was occurring which re-invigorated a 
movement among women to demand equal equality to men. 
“Viewpoint” spoke to the second wave of feminism, the divisions 
between gender, race, and class, and the struggle for equality. The 
Equal Rights Amendment would later pass in 1972. The questions of 
modern convenience can be argued to still be in question for many 
women who seek to balance career and family as they continue to 
search for ‘peace of mind.’ 

Patricia is not the only writer for The Sandspur who has posed 
controversial question and opinion on current events. Many women 
would proceed and follow her taking on topics like the effects of 
war on the local community, the Equal Rights Amendment, and the 
League career woman. Though perhaps their voices have become 
louder over the years.

The text on the page has been a strong indicator of the times, while 
the cover art and featured photos further illustrate the trends of an 
era. A pencil sketch of a woman contemplating League projects, a 
duotone image of mother and child, a full color photo of the new 
Children’s Museum the League helped to build – all capture a 
particular moment in the history of The Junior League of Tampa. 

From one volume to the next, you can see the evolution of The 
Junior League of Tampa, the League woman and the publication. The 
Sandspur tells our history, as much as it is a part of our history. 

Sommer Stiles has been a member of The Junior 
League of Tampa since 2009. She and her husband, 
Henry, live in South Tampa where they enjoy bicycling 
along Bayshore, experiencing new restaurants, and 
visiting the museums and cultural institutions of the 
area. Sommer is the proprietress and creative director 
of Paper Anniversary Co., an online stationery boutique 
and design studio.

“From the early writing of articles to the final mailing of the newssheet, The Sandspur and its staff are in constant motion.  
Articles are written, ads are drawn, all is collected once, proof-read twice, and sent to the printer three times. A hectic ‘lay-out’ 
and ‘paste-up’ produce the magazine in rough form before its final printing and appearance at your home. The continued  
adventure of The Sandspur is an exciting one.” — Excerpt from “The Sandspur Goes to Press” by Stephanie Chapman

HigHLigHtS

•	 The Sandspur made its debut in the late forties. The Sandspur 
was a resurgence of the original League magazine “The Times” 
published in the twenties. 

•	 The Sandspur was published monthly in conjunction with the 
Active League year (nine issues) over the first several decades.  

•	 “Report of Sandspur Editor” was first featured in the 1948-49 
Junior League of Tampa Annual Report. 

•	 For the earliest issues, artwork and advertisements were hand 
drawn by League members and friends. 

•	 The 1951 provisional class published the November issue; the 
husbands of League members wrote the 1952 January issue.   

•	 The first cover featuring a photograph was in 1954.
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Has arrived!
Our Culinary Collection is Complete

1980 1990 2004 2010
1979-80 Karen Carmody
1980-81 Nancy Turner
1981-82 Unknown
1982-83 Lynda Vawter
1983-84 Mary Jo Yates
1984-85 Sue Cox
1985-86 Michaelle Taylor Rao
1986-87 Sally Wiley

1987-88 Sherilyn Graves
1989-90 Deborah Noonan
1990-91 Robin Pendino
1991-92 Mary Merryday
1992-93 Lesley Shackelford Bateman
1993-94 Amy Thigpen
1994-95 Mary Cozza
1995-96 Nancy Lorenzen

1996-97 Angie Ammon
1997-98 Laura Farrior
1998-99 Kathleen Patterson Lopez
1999-00 Kim Crabtree Muller
2000-01 Cheryl Benitez
2001-02 Christy Atlas
2002-03 Kim Harcrow
2003-04 Krista Maddox

2004-05 Lisa Moore
2005-06 Shannon Price Dann
2006-07 Marjorie Guillory Craig
2007-08 Susan Brindise
2008-09 Susan Brindise
2009-10 Tracie Domino
2010-11 Sarah Kodadek
2011-12 Angier Miller
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LeadershipMEET THE
2020-21

Community Advisory Board 
Ginny Garcia 

FDEC 
Jessica Strathman 

Girl Power! 
Courtney Ryals 

Kids in the Kitchen Prov. Project 
Kris Merritt 

Marketplace – Cookbook 
Katie Horneland 

MILO 
Jenny Schroeder 

Public Affairs State 
Amber Smith 

Sustainer President 
Louisa Van Eepoel 

Diaper Bank 
Lyndsey Siara 

Food 4 Kids 
Lindsay Dorrance 

Grants 
Lauren Watts 

Kids in the Kitchen Prov. Project 
Katie Hanneken 

Marketplace – Merchandise 
Danielle Marone 

PDEC 
Casey O'Brien 

Public Relations & Marketing 
Alessandra Cacciatore 

Diversity Equity & Inclusion 
Ashleigh King 

Fundraising – Corporate 
Carlee Cone Bowdoin 

Holiday Gift Market 
Hayley Reteneller 

Legal 
Ashley Zohar 

Meeting Manager 
Ashley Stultz 

Placement 
Jennifer Dutkowsky 

Ready to Achieve 
Jamiel Maze 

Toastmasters 
Casey Barile 

Diversity Equity & Inclusion 
Beverly Ann Foster 

Fundraising – Giving Campaign 
Carrie Bien  

Holiday Gift Market 
Laura Walsh 

Love Bundles 
Emily Boucher 

Member Experience 
Alyssa Beene 

Prospective Member Engagement 
Robin Roup 

The Sandspur Editor 
Sara Larsen 

Training 
Allison Wallrapp-McMullan 

Enabling Fund 
Tallee Taylor 

Bylaws 
Melissa Mora

Fundraising – In-Kind 
Samantha Manning 

Human Trafficking Awareness 
Lillian Chor Florin 

Love Bundles 
Lizz Focazio 

Member Meeting & Events 
Melissa Garitta 

Provisional Education 
Hannah Parker-McCabe 

Strategic Planning 
Molly Malloy 

Transfer 
Rachel Moskovitz 

Endowment 
Dohnia Dorman 

Community Action 
Caroline Berith

Gasparilla Invasion 
Kat Lewis DeBree 

Kids Connect 
Lizzi Greminger 

Luminaries 
Jaclyn Clark 

Member Meeting & Events 
Karyn Rood 

Public Affairs Local 
Lindsey Parks 

Sustainer (Active) 
Kristen Antonello 

Volunteer At-Large 
Desiré Nelson

C O U N C I L
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ProvisionalsWELCOME
2020-21

Nicole Agnew
Vanessa Araiza
Emily Arthur
Jillian Askren
Katie Badger
Nicole Bass
Carla Bearden
Brandy Biasco
Gabrielle Biggs
Amanda Bot
Kristin Boulette
Brittany Brecklin
Maxire Brito
Tracy Brown
Yashira Cabrera
Michele Caruvana
Holley Cavaliere
Caroline Charles
Brittani Cole
Christy Coniglio
Madeleine Coulter
Heather Crookston
Diana Doré
Amanda Dragomer
Meredith Emerson

Leah Farrar
Pamela Fithian
Samantha Fitzmaurice
Clair Fraley
Julie Gilbert
Sharae Grubbs
Sarah Hampton
Allison Hatcher
Morgan Heartsfield
Alexandra Hernandez
Ellerbe Hernandez
Dara Hoffman
Danielle Howard
Lauren Huber
Alison Hughes
Marissa Johnson
Shonda Johnson
Jaclyn Jones
Abigail King
Danielle Laffey
Sarah Lamy
Alessandra Leto
Francesca Liano
Sienna Lints
Sheena Lofton-Huggins

Kristen Madhosingh
Ashley Makris
Jordan Mavrakos
Meghan McDonough
Annalyssa Mendez
Claire Morton
Marie Muzik
Stephanie Myers
Andrea Narvaez Leon
Anastasia Nelson
Nicole Neugebauer
Lucinda Nixon Elder
Tyler Nutt
Hannah Ogden
Andrea Oxendine
Cora Pecenka
Barbara Pflug
Amelia Phillips
Lauren Pickel
Kate Pierson
Susan Ratigan
Ebony Richardson-
Matthews
Caroline Robles
Kiana Romeo

Jennifer Rutemiller
Kirsten Schmitz
Lindsay Sestilio
Mary Shields
Meritt Simmons
Leslie Smith
Tia Smith
Raena Steffen
Kathryn Terraferma
Hillary Thornton
Corin Tomasello
Emmalyne Tomlin
Nhi Tran
Brittany Trenker
Danielle Vance
Rafiela Wagoner
Anayah Walker
Kiersten Whelply 
(Schorgl)
Caitlin Wild
Lauren Zahnow
Ryann Zampella
Penelope Zinn
April Zinober



$879,572.56

by LAUREN SCHWAB & DOHNIA DORMAN

Sustaining The Junior League of Tampa’s Impact 
with the Endowment Fund
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With 95 years of service, The Junior League of Tampa is proud of its commitment to financial sustainability 
in order to serve our communities for years to come. The Junior League of Tampa established the 
Endowment Fund to support the mission of the League in perpetuity and ensure our organization is able 
to maintain long-term fiscal stability. Whether through a donation to the Endowment Fund, honoring a 
fellow member through the Commemorative Fund or remembering JLT in an estate plan, the League 
provides several opportunities for donors to invest in the future of our communities. Endowment funds have 
become an essential fund development component for nonprofits and often present a win-win situation 
for the both the organization and the donor. For nonprofits an endowment provides an ongoing source of 
income, relieves pressure on annual giving in times of uncertainty and builds a pipeline of future gifts, 
while providing donors opportunities to align their legacies to the organization’s values, creating a sense 
of immortality, and ultimately helping to guarantee that the organization can fulfill its mission in the future 
without interruption. 

The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund helps to preserve the League’s legacy by being a cushion 
during times of economic uncertainty as well as a catalyst in times of prosperity. Since 2006, the Community 
Foundation of Tampa Bay has managed the JLT’s Endowment Fund. The Fund has grown to $879,572, and 
the League has yet to draw from the Fund, preferring in the short-term, to grow the fund through the 
reinvestment of earnings.

SUPPORTING IN GOOD TIMES AND BAD

The Junior League of Tampa Commemorative Fund supports the JLT Endowment Fund and was established 
to recognize significant events in the lives of League members. It is a way for fellow members to know that 
you are joining in their celebration or thinking of them in times of sorrow. A Commemorative Gift is less than 
$250 and a contribution of $125 provides unlimited recognition for JLT members. 

Like many organizations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, JLT found a way 
to deliver the Commemorative Fund virtually. Members can recognize others via 
a digital clipboard, and recognitions are posted electronically on the JLT website.

IMPACT BEYOND ONE’S LIFE

Legacy giving is a way to leave an indelible mark on an organization. This major gift 
can be made in a person’s lifetime or at death as part of a person’s overall financial 
or estate planning. We highly regard this type of planned giving and recognize 

donors through membership in The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society. The 
inaugural member of the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman’s  original gift to 
The Junior League of Tampa in 2013 planted a seed for countless supporters.

LOOKING FORWARD

While our projects and programs may change in the years to come, one 
thing that will remain the same is our dependence on donor support. 

Just as we cannot impact our community alone, we cannot sustain 
our financial future on our own. Your ongoing support of the Junior 

League of Tampa is critical to our organization’s success. We 
encourage you to leave a legacy and consider one of the many 

ways to contribute to our financial future so that we can 
deliver on our promise of making Tampa a better place 
for women, children and families.



The Junior League of Tampa’s Endowment Fund was established in 2006 with the vision to 
preserve the lasting legacy of our lifelong members. The Fund ensures fiscal stability for the 
League, allowing members to focus on our Mission no matter the circumstances. By acting 
as a cushion during times of economic uncertainty and a catalyst during times of prosperity, 
the Fund preserves the League’s legacy for years to come. 

GIVING TO THE ENDOWMENT FUND
COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS recognize significant events in the lives of JLT members. Recognized members 
are featured in The Sandspur, and all donations support the Endowment Fund. Gifts can be made at www.
jltampa.org/commemorative . 

PLEDGES for current and future donations are accepted, allowing donors to pay over 3 years. Pledge forms 
can be accessed at www.jltampa.org/endowment. 

CONTRIBUTIONS can be made online, via check, securities, stocks and bonds, or through Charitable  
Gift Annuities.   
 
For more information, contact endowment@jltampa.org 

J L T  E N D O W M E N T  F U N D

The Founder’s Circle Endowment Donors
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LEGACY FOUNDERS
The Junior League of Tampa

Campbell and Don Burton

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS
Betsy and Drew Graham

Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, in memory of Kenneth Charles Kane

FOUNDERS
Heather and Bennett Barrow

Allison and Adam Burden, in memory of Sandee Simpson Barnes  
and Jennifer Kay Barnes

Burton Family Foundation 

Laurie Ann Burton

Stacy Carlson

Pat and Calvin Carter

Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers

First Citrus Bank, in honor of Jessica Kendall

Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III

Jenay and Kevin Iurato

Helen Kerr

Ann Sells and David Miller

Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana

Terri D. Parnell

Mary, David and Abigail Persky

Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley

Lavinia Witt Touchton, in memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

1926 Society 

The Junior League of Tampa considers 
it an honor to be designated as a 
beneficiary of an estate or foundation. 
We regard this type of planned giving 
highly and recognize donors through 
membership in The Junior League 
of Tampa 1926 Society. The program 
allows you to leave your legacy in our 
community by supporting the of the 
League and its members. 
Thank you to our inaugural member of 
the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman. 

 
 

"OUR LIFELONG 

MEMBERS HAVE 

CREATED A L ASTING 

LEGACY WITHIN 

THE TAMPA BAY 

COMMUNIT Y. THE 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

HELPS PRESERVE  

THIS LEGACY."



Commemorative Gifts

THANK YOU  
COMMEMOR ATIVE  

FUND DONORS

Betsy Chambers

Cindy Coney

Elicia Kimble Dick

Stephanie Haas

Kelley McCarthy

Meghan McGuire*

Ruthanne McLean

Karen Perry

Emily Roberts Read*

Ruth Tapley

Lavina Touchton

Ginny Veit*

Caroline Vostrejs*

Dossie Ward

Deborah Watson

Andrea Webb*

Betty Wood

Ashley Zohar

Lizz Focazio

*2020-2021 ANNUAL 
COMMEMOR ATIVE DONOR
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CELEBR ATING THE BIRTH OF
Rose Barbara Bagge, daughter of Kelly Bagge
Lilith, daughter of Lillian Chor-Florin 
Emmie and Brooks Cohen, twins of Courtney Cohen
Christine, daughter of Katelyn Giglio 
Wyatt Charles Hall, son of Nicki Mohr Hall
Declan, son of Alicia Jenks 
Kennedy, daughter of Melissa Isabel Keel 
Dylan James, son of Karyn Rood
RB, son of Allison Smedley 
Stevie Jo Sumby, daughter of Mychael Sumby 
Jordan Louis Tomasello, son of Corin Tomasello 

BEST WISHES TO
Kara Bosworth Arnold, on her marriage to John Truett Arnold 
Carrie Bien, on her engagement to Michael Ranon
Candace Cole Donnelly, on her marriage to Vince Donnelly
Michelle Fones, on her engagment to Mitchell Rolo
Marie Sabina Garica, on her marriage to Jason Garcia
Ali Kinberger, on her engagement to Preston McMillan
Heather McKean, on her engagement to Erik Alper
Kelley Volenec, on her marriage to Rick Duarte

CONGR ATULATIONS TO
Alison Avery, on being recognized in Tampa Magazine's Top 10 under 40
Emily David, on her new position as Chief of Staff to the CSO at Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise
Monica Kirkland, on her new job with Summit CPA Group 
Amber Lewis, on her acceptance in Leadership Tampa Bay 2021
Kiana Romeo, on her acceptance in Leadership Tampa Bay 2021
Lyndsey Siara, on being named Hillsborough County 13th Judicial Circuit 
Court's 2020 Outstanding Judicial Staff Attorney 
Kathleen Shanahan, on being named CEO to watch in Family Business 
Magazine for her role with Turtle & Hughes
Brittany Stahl, on her promotion to Chief Operating Officer at Stahl & 
Associates Insurance Inc.
Kimmy Stallings, on her new job as on-site sales executive for Smith & 
Associates
Ashley Stultz, on her new position as Compliance Assurance Sr. Analyst, 
Assistant Vice President with Citi
Ginny Veit, on her promotion to Principal in the Federal Tax Strategies 
department of Clifton Larson Allen (CLA)

IN MEMORY OF
Willie Carter Witt Blake, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa
Susan Meighen Gillett, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa
Shannon Lepre’s beloved father
Suzy Lopez’s beloved Dolly
Holly Moore’s beloved father, Randy Miller
Beloved JLT Merchant and Owner of Tipsy Candle Co., Steven Neher
Maude Fowler Pallardy, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa
Dada Pittman, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa 
Phyllis Sutton Russell, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa
Lauren Sanchez’s beloved grandfather, Frades Sanchez



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS  
Donations to The Junior League of Tampa support our projects and programs in Hillsborough 

County. Our donors are individuals, foundations, and businesses, whose contributions help us 

further our Mission.  

This includes all  2020-2021 Giving Campaign donations received through 6-16-21.

To make a gift, visit jltampa.org/give. For questions about giving, contact funddevelopmentmanager@jltampa.org. 

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  D O N O R S
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PLATINUM
Burton Family 
Foundation♦♦♦
Hettinger Foundation♦

GOLD
Bayshore Title - Vicky and 
Jonathan Fiddelke♦♦ 

SILVER
Betsy and Steve 
Chambers Family 
Foundation♦♦♦
Jabil♦

BRONZE 
Anonymous Donors
Terrell & Joe Clark♦♦♦ 
Isabel & John Dewey♦♦♦
Lightning Foundation♦
Barbara and Les Ryals 
♦♦♦
Danielle Tinsley♦

PATRON
The Ambersley Family 
Foundation (The Kamm 
Family)♦♦
June and Michael 
Annis♦♦♦
Stacy and Greg Baier♦♦♦ 
Schezy and Steve 
Barbas♦
Ceci and Nate Berman♦♦
Kristen Brady♦♦
Kate and Brian 
Caldarelli♦♦
Su Thi Ho Campo♦
Katie and Ryan Cappy♦♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Tara and Whalen Clark♦♦
Adele M. Clarke♦♦♦
Cindy and Tony Coney♦♦♦
Sue and Frank 
Courtright♦♦♦
Sue and Don Cox♦♦♦
Laurie and Scott 
Daigle♦♦♦
Margaret E. Davis♦♦♦
Shanida De Gracia♦ 
Robin Wright 
DeLaVergne♦♦♦

Ginger Doherty♦♦
Lindsay and Sam 
Dorrance♦♦♦
Elizabeth and Simon 
Dunsmoor♦♦
Fran and Ray DuPuis♦♦♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦♦
Autumn Etheredge♦♦
Laura Everitt♦♦♦
Laura Ferman Farrior♦♦♦
First Citrus Bank 
- Jessica Kendall 
Hornof♦♦♦
Kitty Forenza♦♦
Ginny and Mike Garcia♦♦♦
Betsy and Drew 
Graham♦♦♦
Sarane and Chris 
Harrell♦♦♦
Nicole and Matt 
Hubbard♦♦♦
Julie and Rob Johnston♦♦
Taylor and Wesley 
Jones♦♦♦
LaKisha Kinsey-Sallis♦
Jordan Leonard - New 
York Life♦♦
Brita and Rocky 
Lincoln♦♦♦
Lee Lowry♦♦♦
Elizabeth and Ben 
Mackie♦♦
Rosemary Sparkman 
McAteer♦♦♦
Meghan McGuire♦♦♦
Julianne Mckeel♦
Kelley and Robert 
Merck♦♦♦
Drs. Thinh Nguyen and 
Aditi Purandare♦
Diania Pimenta - Abora 
Travel♦♦
Lauren Pizzo♦♦
Power Design Inc.♦
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP♦
Stephanie and Stephen 
Rumbley♦♦♦
Adajean Lott Samson♦♦♦
SBJ Resch Family 
Foundation Inc.♦♦♦
Beth M Schatzberg♦♦♦
Emily and Tony 
Segoviano♦

Carla and Punit Shah♦♦
Betty Street♦
Jenny Steinbrenner 
Swindal♦♦♦
Stella Ferguson 
Thayer♦♦♦
Susan Thompson♦♦♦
Susan and John 
Touchton♦♦♦
Caroline and Ryan 
Vostrejs♦♦♦
Laura Walsh - Laura 
Walsh Events♦♦
Nell Ward♦♦♦
Andrea Webb♦♦♦

CONTRIBUTOR
13 Ugly Men♦
AmazonSmile 
Foundation♦♦
Rosemary Armstrong
Allison and Adam 
Burden♦♦♦
Pam and Brett Divers♦♦♦
Arlene and Richard 
Domino
Coldwell Banker Realty 
Cares Foundation
Christina and Gary 
Garcia♦♦♦
Ruth and John 
Giordano♦♦♦
Stephanie and John 
Haas♦♦
Mary Helton♦♦
Sally S. Hill♦♦♦
Kendra Scott - Hyde Park 
Village♦♦
Debbie and Frank King♦
Patti Lee♦♦
Elise and Gar Lippincott♦
Stefanie McQueen♦♦
Holly Miller Moore♦
Morgan Stanley♦
Mindy Murphy♦♦♦
The Pink Palm♦
Joan and Larry 
Rayburn♦♦♦
Donna and Robert Ritchie
Marie Sabina♦♦
Leslie A. Stauffer♦
Sarah and Scott 
Stichter♦♦♦

Lindsey Thomas♦
Gwynne A. Young♦♦♦

FRIEND
Jill Askren
Tee Ann Bailey♦♦♦
Roddy and Ralph 
Belfatti♦♦
Weatherly and Lee 
Bentley♦♦
Carrie Bien♦♦
Carlee Bowdoin♦♦
Shannon and Stuart 
Brown♦♦♦
Lindsay Carter♦♦♦
Pat Carter♦♦♦
Denise Cassedy♦♦♦
Kathryn Chappetto♦♦
Becky and Ray 
Charles♦♦♦
Karen Clarke♦♦♦
Rosann Creed♦♦♦
Tammy B. Denbo♦♦
Connie and Miller 
Detrick♦♦♦
Lillian Chor Florin♦♦
Brigid Stoddard Futch♦♦♦
Joyce and Michael 
Gerwe♦♦♦
Dada Pittman Glaser♦♦
Cristina Cabrera 
Godwin♦♦ 
Lauren Hanley♦♦
Sally Hardee♦♦♦
Diana Hechavarria
Sarah and Samuel 
Heller♦♦
Miranda Henderson♦♦
Nadyne Hines♦♦♦
Jennifer Holmberg♦
Mary Hulse♦♦♦
Mary Beth Hunt♦♦♦
Jennifer and D. Blaine 
Johnson♦♦♦
Jana Kaney♦♦
Tiffany Kleber♦ 
Danielle Laffey
Lagretta and Mark 
Lenker♦♦♦
Katina and Matt 
Markowski♦♦♦
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Angier and Robert 
Miller♦♦♦
Meaza Stewart-Morrison♦
Mindy Murphy♦♦♦
Lyris Newman♦♦♦
Jenifer Ownby
Lillian Reyes-Joyce
Jade Rice♦
Gwyn and Mark 
Schabacker♦♦♦
Meg Severino♦♦
Kathleen Shanahan♦
Meaza Stewart-Morrison♦
Cindi Sutton♦♦
Alicia M. Thomas and 
Anthony J. Bruno♦
Lavinia and Tom 
Touchton♦♦♦
UnitedHealth Group♦
Dossie and Benjamin 
Ward♦♦
Laura Warren♦♦

SUPPORTER
Krista Allred♦♦
Dawn Appleby
Emily Arthur
Anne-Marie Ayers
Suzanne Bainbridge♦♦
Dayton Baird♦♦
Anne Baldy
Geoffrey Ball 
Tiara Ballard
Casey Barile♦♦
Carla Bearden
Rebecca E. Benedict♦♦
Trimeka and Anthony 
Benjamin♦
Eleanor Benson♦
Shirley Bentley♦♦
Shirley Bentz
Kara Bernstein♦♦
Elizabeth Best♦♦
Courtney and Allan 
Bilyeu♦♦
Ellen Boczarski♦♦
Lauren M. Boehm♦♦ 
Elizabeth Borley
Michelle Boughan♦
Flavia Bravo♦♦
Michelle and Jeff Bremer♦♦
Wendy and Jonathan 
Brill♦♦♦
Maxire Brito
Dava Bronstein
Melanie Brown♦♦
MemorieAnne Brown-
Callender♦
Suzanne and Evan 
Brownstein♦♦♦
Amy Brun♦♦
Judith Bryant
Shannon Burrows♦♦

Ashlie Butler♦
Laura Byrne♦♦
Casey Carefoot♦♦♦
Christina Carey♦♦
Nicole Castro
Virginia Charest♦
The Charity Branch♦
Kaitlin Christensen♦
Kathryn Christianson♦♦
Carolyn Chunn♦♦
Beccah Clark♦
Kathryn Clarke♦
Tracy and Mitch Clouser♦♦
Courtney Cohen♦♦
Kathryn Conner♦
The Cottage Dorr - Nicole 
Dorr♦♦♦
Courtney and Joe Cox♦♦
Karen Crnkovich
Ashley Croft♦
Jennifer Crooker♦
Carrie Cross♦
Kay Cruikshank
Tara Cunningham♦♦
Joan Kreider Dance♦
Shannon and Stephen 
Dann♦♦♦
Emily David♦
Lauren M. DeLuna♦♦ 
Kali Denault 
Robert Deschenes
Lindsey Morgan Dewey♦
Ryann DiBenedetto
Rebecca Dickerson♦
Hellen Dobbins
Meghan Dolan♦
Alison Dominio♦♦
Elizabeth Donald♦♦
Lisa Donaldson
Dohnia Dorman♦
Kate Douglass♦
Tori Dowdle♦♦
Lisa and Bryan 
Dreisbach♦♦♦
Molly Duffey
Beth and Bart Edwards♦♦
Karla Edwards 
Sarah and Jake Edwards♦
Meredith Emerson
Margo Ennis 
Equinix♦♦
Jessica Evanson♦
Carolyn Jean Felix
Irene G.M. Ferguson♦♦
Kimmie and Howie Fine♦
Carolyn Fisinessi
Molly Fitzpatrick
Caroline and Peter Foss♦♦♦
Chelsea Fredrickson♦
Kristina Gandre♦♦
Samantha Gant♦
Cara Garvin♦♦

Whitney P. Gatz♦
Nicole Geller♦♦♦
Katie Gibbons♦
Laura Lee and Matthew 
Glass♦♦♦
Susan Goldberg♦♦
Bennett Goldblum
Michelle Graba♦
Elizabeth Greminger♦
Karen Grimaldi♦
Betsy and Chris Grizzard♦
Kimberly Grucza♦
Lauren Guerrero♦♦
Sally Habermeyer♦♦
Cynthia S. Hahmann
Nicki Mohr Hall♦♦
Patrice and Donald Hall
Valerie Halstead
Sarah Hampton
Alyssa Harley♦♦
Sarah and Chad Harrod♦♦♦
Stephanie Hart
Hildie Haviland♦
Ashley Hayes♦♦
Elisha S. Hersem♦♦ 
Jen Hettinger♦♦
Kaeleigh Hill♦
Kristine Hines♦
David Hipps
Leslie and Adam Hodz♦♦♦
Naseem Hollander♦♦
Morgan Holmes♦♦
Katie Horneland♦
Jessica Kendall Hornof♦♦♦
Melissa Plennert♦♦
Leslie Hudock
James Huggins
Patricia Huggins
Laura Hummel♦
Karen Hussey♦♦
Maritza Iacono♦
Brooke Iarossi
Sue Isbell♦♦
Rachel Jackson♦♦
Cindi Jacobsen♦♦
Cathy James
Mathilde Jarrett♦
Alicia Jenks♦♦
Katie Johnson♦♦
Jaclyn Jones
Jillian Juncal
Mindy Kantor♦
Cheryl Currie Kilcoyne♦♦♦
Abby King
Jasmine King♦♦
Kira-Michael-Gems
Monica Kirkland♦
Carla Knight
Camille Knox
Lorraine and Jeff Korb♦♦
Elizabeth Krystyn♦

Lauren Kuschel♦♦
Teneille A. Kuznicki♦♦
Jeni and Michael La 
Paglia♦♦♦
Lynn Lamar♦♦♦
Laura Lambert♦
Amanda Lazo♦
Lauren Leavine
Rachel Lee♦♦
LaToya Lemons♦
Betsy Levy
Amber Lewis♦
Valerie Litschgi♦
Lisa Lockhart♦♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦♦
Terri and Eric Longphee♦♦♦
Troy Lynch
Heather Mackin♦♦
Kristen Madhosingh
Jamie Mafdali
Karyn Maguregui♦♦
Jennifer E. Malone♦
Samantha Manning♦
Louise Manry♦
Judith Marks 
Danielle Marone♦
Stephanie Marsan♦
Briana Martin
Michelle Martin♦
Karen Mason
Maria Papadakis Mason♦♦
Marysue and Jim 
Mathews♦♦♦
Lydia Mauritson♦♦ 
Ann McCann
Hannah and Chris McCabe♦
Jen McDonald♦♦
Cynthia McGinness♦♦
Nancy McGuire♦
Sara McIntire♦♦♦
Joan McKay♦♦
Debra L McKell♦♦
Phara and Scott 
McLachlan♦♦
Louise McLead♦♦
Megan Meiers
Samantha Menard
Kristina Merritt♦
Marcelite Miller♦♦
Erika Montanez♦
Melissa Mora♦
Lynette Morales♦♦
Melissa Morgan♦
Claire Morton
Rachel Moskovitz♦
Rachel Moyers
Ramona Layne Mueller♦
Stacey Borsik Niebles♦♦
Morgan Nolan♦
Kristen Norton
Tyler Nutt
Francesca Olsen 
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Donor listing as of June 16, 2021. If you believe your name was omitted in error, please contact the Fund Development 
Manager at FundDevelopmentManager@JLTampa.org.  

Multi-Year Donor Designations ♦= 2–4 years at any level     ♦♦= 5–9 years at any level    ♦♦♦= > 10 years at any level

Candy Olson♦♦
AnnaMarie Otero♦
Jordan Ownby
Andrea Oxendine
Cayla Page
Alexandra H. Palermo♦♦
Megan Pannell♦
Amanda Partilla 
Tara Payor♦
Sarah and Nick Peet♦♦
Lauren Pelini♦
Kathryn and Andy 
Peluso♦♦
Karen Perry♦♦ 
Danielle Petroff
Trumon Phillips
Britanny Pinkerton
Nicole S. Polsky♦♦
Danielle Post♦♦
Cara Powell
Lorenda Pucci-Rey
Ren Pulido♦
Susan Ratigan
Adrienne Rea♦♦
Mary Reed♦
Lauren Reid♦♦
Jennifer Renspie♦
Lauren Rice♦
Tammi Rivard
Carolyn Robinson
Kevin Robles
Sarah Roick♦♦
Charlsey Roman♦♦
Mary Kay Ross♦
Aissa Rovira
Ashley Rushing♦♦
Lynette and Rick 
Russell♦♦♦ 
Jennifer Rutemiller
Lisa Saenz
Julie Sargent♦♦
Kara Schafer♦
Kristen Schalter
Mary Schlichting
Amy Schmitz
Jenny Clara Schroeder♦♦
Kristin and Ryan Scully♦♦
Lindsay & Brian Seel♦
Rachel Semago♦♦
Lindsay Sestilio
Margaret Shannon
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦♦
Vernicka Shaw
Danielle Shepard♦
Ann Sheppard♦♦
Meredith Sheridan♦

Lyndsey E. Siara♦♦
Willie Sims
Dori Siverio-Minardi♦
Lynn Smalley♦♦
Amanda Smith♦♦♦
Amber E. Smith♦♦
Kate Snyder
Mary Somick
Jenny and Peter 
Spencer♦♦♦
Angela Sprosty♦♦
Kimy Marino Stallings♦♦
Mary Jane Stanley♦
Michaile Stein♦♦
Kristin Stephan♦
Laura Stevenson♦♦♦
Jessica Strathman♦♦
Ashley Stultz♦♦
Mychael Sumby♦♦
Susanna Martinez 
Tarokh♦♦♦
Camille O. Thomas♦
Janae Thomas♦
Katherine Thomas♦
Dawn Tiffin♦♦♦
Louan Tolbert
Emily Tomlin♦
Emmalyne Tomlin
Anna Tosone♦♦
Rebecca and Chris 
Towner♦♦
Michelle Trazzera♦
Brittany Trenker
Tara Triola♦♦
Monique Turley - 
ShutterBooth Tampa♦
Carol and Fred Turpin♦
Lisl Unterholzner♦♦♦
Abby Urbanas
USAA♦
Van Allen Family
Shellie Huffmaster 
Vandersluis♦♦
Ginny Veit♦♦♦
Penny Vinik♦
Laurel Waites♦♦♦
Allison Wallrapp-
McMullan♦♦
Nancy Warner
Ashley and Jack 
Watters♦♦ 
Madeline Webster♦
Cori Welty♦
Jeff Wernick
Gail Whiting♦♦
Stephanie H. Wiendl♦♦♦
Anne and David 
Williams♦♦♦

Emily Williams♦♦♦
Bianca Williams-Schafer♦
Caroline Wright♦♦
Karen Wright
Katie Wyatt♦♦
Ashley Wydro♦ 
YouGiveGoods, LLC
Lauren Zahnow
Kelsey Zink♦♦
Ashley Zohar♦♦
Jenna Zwald♦

COMPANY MATCH 
DONORS
AbbVie Employee 
Engagement Fund♦
Ameriprise Financial, 
Inc.♦♦
Bank of America♦
Duke Energy Foundation♦
Equinix♦♦
The HCA Foundation♦
JPMorgan Chase
New York Life♦
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP♦
Prudential Advisors- 
Shanida De Gracia
Robert Half
ServiceNow♦
Standard Insurance 
Company
USAA♦

INKIND DONORS
3 Daughters Brewing♦
Amber Veatch Designs
Brittany Elise 
Photography♦
Bush Ross, P.A.♦
Cask Social Kitchen
Garrison Brothers 
Distillery – Erika 
Myers♦♦♦  
It’s All EZPZ 
Kate Ryan Event Rentals 
Kendra Scott – Hyde Park 
Village♦♦♦♦
La Segunda Bakery - 
Stephanie Moore♦
Laura Walsh - Laura 
Walsh Events♦♦
Make your Mark Boutique
Mpower Design Team
On The Go Fashion Gear
Rays Baseball 
Foundation, Inc. ♦
Saddlebrook Resort 
Tampa

Sensory 5♦♦
Rick Stuckey♦
TeBella Tea Company 
Vivant Event Rentals 
Yacht StarShip and Pirate 
Water Taxi♦

GR ANTS
Community Foundation of 
Tampa Bay♦
TD Charitable 
Foundation♦
TechSoup
The Wawa Foundation

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS
PRESENTING 
SPONSOR
Publix Super Markets, 
Inc.♦♦

SILVER SPONSOR
Valley National Bank♦

BRONZE SPONSOR
AdventHealth West 
Florida Division
Dorothea Adell Tinsley 
Family Foundation♦
Faces of South Tampa 
South Tampa Kids Dental 
Krewe♦
Chuck Laney, Jr. 
Tactical Analytic and 
Intelligence Group - David 
Burkhart

PATRON SPONSOR
Kendra Scott - Hyde Park 
Village♦♦
The Pink Palm♦

LUMINARIES 
SPONSORS
SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR
The Ambersley Family 
Foundation
Rosemary Henderson

TORCH SPONSOR 
Rosemary Armstrong♦
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21ST CENTURY

LIVING

2612 W.  KENNEDY BLVD. • TAMPA, FL 33609 • P: 813-200-9449
NLHOMESTAMPA.COM

It’s a new year and a completely new way of living. New Legacy builds exceptional homes that 
are powered by the latest advances in technology to make your home smarter while putting 
you in complete control. At the touch of a finger, you can now control everything from your 
security systems to illuminating your rooms, managing your music, and monitoring your 
environment. Not only are our homes smart, but where we build is equally brilliant. Located 
in South Tampa you’ll have easy access to the finest shopping, a full menu of dining options 
and the top tier schools and neighborhoods. Let us build your lasting legacy starting today.



12629 070 - Phase 1 LKLD Print Publication Ads
THE HAVEN MAGAZINE 

Full Page 4C:  9.25” w x 12.25” h

12629 CRM Club Publix Launch 

Abstract Pattern Asset

Introducing Club Publix 
Save on your favorites, shop easier, and stay in the know with the 

latest updates. Join to get member perks at ClubPublix.com.

Terms & conditions apply.
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