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a note from the editor
Summer is calling us with its sunshine, 
refreshing lemonade by the pool, and 
gatherings with friends. While summer is a 
time to relax, it’s also a time of transition and 
new beginnings. We might take the summer 
to start a new home project, prepare for the 
upcoming school year, or make a big move.  

As I write my last editor’s note to you, I feel 
like a graduating senior signing your yearbook, 
reflecting on how The League has changed 
and impacted our community this year. In this 
issue, you will read about our first Annual Gala 
which exceeded our goal and awarded our first 
ever $10,000.00 1926 Legacy Award, meet the 
leaders in our league, and learn about new 
projects including Family Health Day and our 
Member X program within the League.

I have had an amazing experience as Editor in 
Chief for The Sandspur. It is bittersweet to say 

“goodbye,” but working with an amazing group 
of women to help put together these issues 
has been nothing short of wonderful. Here’s to 
another successful league year in 22-23! 

No yearbook sendoff is complete without a 
promise to have a great summer and KIT!

Lauren Sanchez  
The Sandspur, Editor-In-Chief 2021-2022

G E T  I N  T O U C H
   www.jltampa.org               facebook.com/TheJuniorLeagueofTampa         @JuniorLeagueofTampa
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EDITORIAL  
STAFF

Jenn Malone, Contributing Writer 
Jennifer has been a member of The Junior League of Tampa since she moved to Tampa in 2016. She 
credits the League with making Tampa feel like home. When she is not working her day job as an urban 
planner, she enjoys reading current fiction, cooking with her husband, and cuddling with her dog Zoe. 

Lauren Sanchez, Editor in Chief 
Lauren is an Active JLT member who enjoys volunteering in her spare time as a Big Sister from Big 
Sister program, Heart Gallery of Tampa, & as a Seminole Representative for their Boosters Program. 
Some of her favorite hobbies are reading, the beach, and, this fall, you can find her watching FSU & the 
Packers play football this season.

Jessica Cruze, Contributing Writer 
Jessica is currently in her fourth Active-year of The Junior League of Tampa. A Tampa native, she 
recently took a new job as a Project Manager for JLL Tampa’s PDS division. When she’s not studying 
for her architectural license exams, she enjoys anything outdoors, especially paddle boarding, soccer 
& bike riding. Jessica recently took on another volunteer role as Events VP on the Tampa Gator Club 
Board. When she’s not too busy, she enjoys cooking with her boyfriend Ian and Bayshore walks their 
cocker spaniel, Penny. 

Lila Gross, Features Editor 
Lila is a third-year Active member of The Junior League of Tampa. She has been creating content 
featuring local businesses and highlighting the best spots in Tampa Bay for over 5 years. When she's 
not exploring local hotspots you can find her volunteering with Autism Speaks, putting on a chef hat 
to whip up a mean meal or playing with her mini Aussie, Piper.

Kirsten Schmitz, Assistant Editor in Chief 
Kirsten is a first-year Active member of the JLT. She is the Director of Florida Student Success 
Initiatives at the Helios Education Foundation, where she leads early learning and K-12 grantmaking 
initiatives that uplift first-generation, low-income, and underserved students to ensure they not only 
access, but also complete a postsecondary degree. She enjoys running, reading, and traveling.

Lauren Schwab, Contributing Writer 
After moving back to the Clearwater area after college, I originally joined the Junior League of 
Clearwater-Dunedin as a way to meet and connect with new people in the area who value volunteering 
in the community. A few years ago I moved to Tampa to pursue my nurse practitioner degree at USF 
and decided to transfer into The Junior League of Tampa. As a result, I have met some of the most 
incredible women, made amazing friends, and have had the ability to learn about and volunteer for 
various organizations in our community.

Kendra Lyman, Copy Editor  
Kendra has been an Active member of JLT since 2015.  She works as a construction law attorney 
and has lived in Tampa since 2013. In her free time, Kendra enjoys running, attending concerts, and 
spending time with her husband and son.

SANDSPUR
Meet the



Letters to the League
I just would like to thank you for your support and donations for our community baby 

shower on Saturday May 7th 2022. It was a huge success and  we had 22 new moms to be 

pre-registered for the event. Thanks to you and everybody who helped with Support and 

donations to make this event a huge success. 

Carrie Albano, Hillsborough County Parks and Recreation

“

Thank you to The Junior League of Tampa for choosing HEF as your spring #DoneInADay 

grant recipient! The generous outreach provides volunteers and up to $1,225 in funding to 

local nonprofits to complete short-term projects. With the grant, we were able to deliver 

books to K-3rd grade students at Palm River Elementary to diversify and update their 

classroom libraries.

Hillsborough Education Foundation

“
We're honored and so grateful for every season the amazing women of The Junior League 

of Tampa join forces with our incredible girls! 🌟Thank you to The Junior League of Tampa 

for creating lasting community change and inspiring the next generation of girls through 

your leadership! 

Girls on the Run of Greater Tampa Bay

“
For three years, the The Junior League of Tampa’s Alliance for Period Supplies (APS) 

project continues to supply young girls in need with “Period Packs.” Thank you, JLT, for 

supporting girls in our Kids Village and Adolescents in Motherhood (AIM) with these 

essential feminine products to help combat period poverty.

Children’s Home Network

“
8  | Summer 2022
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Lauren Companioni D.M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

3514 Bay to Bay Blvd. Suite #2, Tampa Florida 33629
www.SouthTampaKids.com             813-835-KIDS (5437)



10  | Summer 2022

This year alone to highlight we have collectively:  

•	 Pivoted to a virtual and in-person GMM format for the first time.

•	 Built up our training portfolio offering a wide variety of in-person, hybrid, virtual, and 
on-demand training opportunities which generated more than 7,000 hours in training 
participation.

•	 Implemented the MemberX Study and survey to our members, and now understand what is 
currently most valuable our members and their time.

•	 After a year off, we held an amazingly sweet in-person HGM Shopping experience with over 
10,000 shoppers though the door

•	 Held a SOLD-OUT Gasparilla Invasion Event

•	 Held our first annual gala for an evening of inspiration and impact — with over 200 attendees 

•	 Served near 12,000 hours in the community through our signature community projects

•	 Raised $257,000 through our fundraising efforts. That’s genuinely amazing!

•	 Established our Centennial Vision Committee to oversee our 100th-year celebrations

I could not be prouder of JLT, our members, and our volunteers! What a truly successful year.

I want to thank each of you for the opportunity to serve as the 2021-2022 President. It 
has been an honor I will forever cherish.  Everyone joins the League for different reasons, 
whether to meet new friends, gain new skills, or volunteer in the community. Whichever the 
reason, I hope everyone has found it at JLT, I know I certainly have. As I end my 13th year of 
service within the League, I can only express a feeling of gratitude and true pride for the 
accomplishments over the last year, but also for the future of JLT.  

A huge congratulations to Caroline and our incoming leadership team, I look forward to your 
many successes and seeing all the impact you achieve in the year ahead!

Best regards, 

 
 
 
Taylor Jones 
President  2021-2022

The 2021-2022 League year was a year to be proud of. Thank you to all our 
members, supporters, and community partners for an incredible year. Together, 
we accomplished SO much.  We navigated our way- and found a new normal 
after a global pandemic. JLT found ways to adjust, pivot, and rearrange while at 
the same time, strengthen, collaborate, and innovate. Every member starting 
from our Provisionals to our most tenured Sustainer is what has made us so 
successful and makes JLT so special. We truly are “better together”.

a note from the president
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As the 2021/2022 year comes to an end, I am 
humbled by the work, grace, and foresight of our 
previous leaders. Leaders like Taylor. I am thankful 
for her grit and grace. She led us through the 
transition with a calm attitude and somehow still 
managed to hustle. Taylor raised over $257,000 in 
2021-2022, which is over and above previous years. 
She put the pieces needed for a new Executive Board 
structure into place, which will help us nurture our 
future leaders. And she was the one who established 
the Centennial Vision Committee to oversee our 
100th-year celebrations.

I am thankful for her tireless, and often thankless, 
work. I’ve shared this with many of you, I have 
learned so much from Taylor and am in awe of the 
way she balanced work, home, and JLT.

Each of you will have your own story of why you 
became a member of JLT. You’ll have your own 
unique way of channeling your strengths for the 
benefit of others. As your President, you can depend 
on my steadfast commitment to the League — to the 
preservation and nurturing of its cause, continuity, 
and community. I’m so excited about what lies ahead 
and #MakeShiftHappen with you.	

Best regards, 

 
 
 
Caroline Vostrejs 
President  2022-2023

a note from the incoming president
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Then & Now 
WHAT IS THE BEST 
PART ABOUT BEING 

A JLT MEMBER?  

Being a part of a community  
of amazing women.

WHAT WAS THE FIRST 
LEADERSHIP ROLE YOU 

TOOK ON AT JLT?

Provisional Mentor

Taylor Jones 
PRESIDENT  2021-2022

WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVORITE MEMORY 

VOLUNTEERING 
WITH JLT? 

As a leader, seeing mentees 
and friends succeed and make 
a difference . I have seen so 
many new community projects 
launch, membership initiatives, 
and women lead change - those 
memories are life changing!

WHAT HAS BEEN 
YOUR FAVORITE 

PLACEMENT?

I have truly enjoyed all of 
my leadership roles. Every 
placement has brought new 
skills, friendships, and memories 
within the League. But if I had 
to pick- being the inaugural 
Managing Director.

WHAT ADVICE 
DO YOU HAVE 

FOR FUTURE JLT 
LEADERS?

You get out of your time what 
you put in. Be open minded 
and use JLT as an opportunity 
to try something new and 
meet new friends.

Seeing a friendly face almost 
everywhere I go.

I was a Provisional Mentor in 2011. 

Caroline Vostrejs 
PRESIDENT  2022-2023 

Walking into the Fairgrounds early 
in the morning on the first day of 
HGM-  it was quiet before anyone 
got there. The team worked really 
hard to get to that point and it all 
came together. 

HGM co-chair and Managing 
Director

Reach out to the current or 
previous women who have served 
in a role that you are interested in 
and ask for guidance and advice. 
Not only is it an opportunity to 
meet someone new, but it will give 
you an opportunity to learn more 
about the role and potentially gain 
an advocate or mentor. 
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Tampa’s popularity is rising while the availability of homes 
is falling. If you already own your lot, but are ready for a 
spectacular new home, we can make your dream come true.

Our team offers a seamless process from design to finished.  
Our seasoned staff will be with you every step of the way. 

Call us today for your custom home consultation, and let us 
create a unique home that is intelligently built for you. 

 

813-200-9449
NLHOMESTAMPA.COM 
@NEWLEGACYHOMESTAMPA

Build your dream 
home on your own 
property or ours.



COMMUNITY 
ACTION 
COMMITTEE

A little goes a long way for The Junior League of 
Tampa’s Community Action Committee (CAC). The 
group hosts ten “Done in a Day” project events each 
year. The Done in a Day program manages requests 
for volunteers on short-term projects from charities 
and community organizations and provides man-
power and funds, up to $1,225, to local nonprofit 
agencies. 

Together, the thirty committee members review and 
select grant applications, participate in site visits, 
collect and analyze partner survey responses and 
mobilize volunteers to complete chosen projects. 

Bri Bunch, incoming CAC Chair, discussed just how 
much progress can be made in a relatively short 
time. In particular, Bunch shared how impressed she 
is with the group’s perseverance and commitment. 

“JLT will not give up,” Bunch said. “We had a rain 
delay at an outdoor project this fall, so while we 
couldn’t complete the project on the original date, 
we came back in January to finish the job. This was 
a new grantee and they were extremely grateful for 
the work.”

To be eligible for funding, prospective grantees must: 

•	 Non-profit 501(c)3 status

•	 Proof that they have been in existence in 
Hillsborough County at least two years

•	 Ensure requested funds are spent in 
Hillsborough County

Additionally, in order to broaden JLT’s impact and 
reach, requests won’t be considered for current 
project partners or with a MOA designating spending 
$2,500 or more on the project.  

For more information visit JLTampa.org/grants

by KIRSTEN SCHMITZ

14 
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ROTARY’S CAMP FLORIDA

Located in Brandon, Camp Florida is a 21-acre 
ADA-compliant campsite that provides a safe, fun 
space to learn, grow and play for groups whose 
members need supportive accommodations. Many 
of the children who come to camp are on the autism 
spectrum. After conducting a survey through USF 
on the Psychology of Color, Camp Florida leaders 
learned yellow is one of the worst colors for these 
children. It can incite fear, anxiety, mood changes 
and negatively impact eating habits. In an effort to 
create a barrier-free, safe and fun environment at 
camp, leadership moved to change the colors of the 
buildings. The Junior League of Tampa’s volunteers 
worked together to paint the last remaining building 
on-site, which was the Publix Pavilion, a 1400 square 
foot structure last painted over seven years ago.

MARY LEE’S HOUSE 

Founded in 2003, Mary Lee’s House is dedicated to the 
prevention, intervention and treatment of child abuse and 
neglect. Alongside organization leaders, The Junior League 
of Tampa’s members dedicated three months to plan the 
creation and furnishing of a trauma-informed reading 
corner and play area in the building lobby. These intentional 
design elements integrate the principles of trauma-
informed care into the space, with the goal of creating 
physical environments that promote safety, well-being and 
healing. A team of twelve JLT volunteers purchased and 
assembled child-friendly bookshelves, bean-bag chairs, 
new rugs and sensory toys. These improvements provide a 
play space that gives children a sense of control and safety. 
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H E A LT H  C A N  B E  F U N ! 
FIRST FAMILY HEALTH DAY 2022

On April 2, 2022 
The Junior League 
of Tampa presented 
Family Health Day 
at the University 
Area Community 
Development 
Corporation 
(UACDC). This was 
the first year for 
this event, which 
took the place of 
Family Food Fest. 
The Family Health 
Day Chair, Courtney 
Ryals, and her 
small but mighty 
committee of four 
took on pivoting the 
former event called 
Family Food Fest to 
Family Health Day. 

“This event was 
created to promote 
healthy living and 
give access to 
necessary health 

information and resources to the community that 
they might not have otherwise. By partnering 
with local nonprofits and organizations within the 
community, we were able to provide resources for 
every member of the family that goes beyond just 
food,” Courtney said. 

The UACDC showed great interest in providing a 
wide range of resources for its community and 
was excited to host this event with the League. 
Family Health Day could not have been possible 
without the dedication of the committee, as 
well as their connections within the Tampa Bay 

community. Both external coordinators for Family 
Health Day, Vanessa Araiza and Bianca Williams-
Schafer, started reaching out to their contacts 
to gain interest from the community. Once they 
started making phone calls, the event blossomed 
into Family Health Day. 

Vanessa is an anchor/reporter for ABC Action 
News and was able to get Courtney Ryals on-air 
to talk about the event during a local Saturday 
morning show. Bianca, a speech-language 
pathologist, used her connections in the 
healthcare field to bring community partners 
together for the event. Shelbie Bynum was the 
internal coordinator for the event and she was 
instrumental in involving the community and 
finding people and organizations to take pictures 
of the event and provide sponsorships. The 
committee also presented to the Community 
Advisory Board (CAB) before and after the 
event, allowing them to leverage the CAB’s deep 
community connections for expanded impact. 

Family Health Day brought together more than 
20 organizations throughout the Tampa Bay 
community including both community partners 
and community supporters to serve more 200 
attendees. "Being involved with Family Health 
Day through JLT was such a gift to our group at 
Academic Alliance in Dermatology,” said nurse 
practitioner Tiffany Trent, “Providing education 
regarding skin screenings is great, but being 
able to help people be more comfortable by 
obtaining basic necessities was the best part." 
These partnerships were ultimately what made 
the inaugural Family Health Day a success. “By 
expanding our partnerships and event activities, 
we were able to create an event which is more 
appealing to a diverse audience that involved all 
members of the family,” Courtney said.

by LAUREN SCHWAB
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100  METROPOLITAN 
MINISTRIES 

BOXES 
OF HOPE 
DISTRIBUTED

400 MILO BO OKS 
PROVIDED TO CHILDREN

1000 
DIAPERS 
DONATED 
FROM THE 
DIAPER BANK

16 EYE EXAMS 
PERFORMED BY THE 
GLAZER VISION FOUNDATION1 DO G 

ADOPTED  
FROM  

THE  
HUMANE 
SOCIETY  

OF TAMPA BAY

210 FREE MEALS  
FROM MEANCHI’S PERUVIAN 
INSPIRED SANDWICHES  
FOOD TRUCK AND PB & J DELI

25 KIDS  PARTICIPATING IN CROSSFIT 
STONE DRAGON AND SHAWN PATTERSON 
MEMORIAL BASKETBALL CAMP



 Sam & Juli Bynum

Chick-Fil-A

Claudia & Bobby Frank

Nelson & Amy Guagliardo

Savannah McNeely

Nancy & Clay Mynard

Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church

Publix

Barbara & Les Ryals

Tampa Pride

USF Sundolls & Rocky

Xtreme Juice

Ye Mystic Krewe Gasparilla

YMCA

C OMMUNIT Y PARTNERS C OMMUNIT Y SUPPORTERS

Academic Alliance in 
Dermatology 

CANDO, Inc

Empath Partners in Care

EmpowHERment

Family Health Care 
Foundation

Glazer Children’s Museum

Glazer Vision Foundation 

Hillsborough County Fire 
Department

Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Department

HOPE Villages of America

HOT DOCS

Humane Society of  
Tampa Bay

Image Clear Ultrasound

CrossFit Stone Dragon

Mobile Interactive Literacy 
Opportunity

BayCare Kid’s Mobile 
Medical Clinic

Moffitt Cancer Center

Momentum Chiropractic

Planet Peek-A-Boo 

Preserve Vision Florida

Shawn Patterson Memorial 
Basketball Camp

Tampa Bay Street Medicine

Ybor Youth Clinic

WellCare

Meanchi Food Truck 

General health screenings, 
STD/AIDS testing, skin 
checks

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR  

www.jltampa.org  |  19
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SUNNY ST. PETE

JL MEMBERS

JL JEWELRY

Being at Sundial in downtown St. Pete
has brought clients from all over
Tampa Bay to see our beautiful
location and, of course, to shop jewelry
from brands like Alexis Bittar, John
Hardy, Michele, and more!

Diamonds Direct was founded by
USCG veteran Gary Sanchez in 1984.

The family has two generations of
active JL members: Gary's wife,

Cheryl, and daughters Lauren and
Danielle. All work at the jewelry store.

117 2nd Ave. N, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 | www.diamondsdirect.us | 727.867.4006

We've earned a reputation for custom
jewelry and have been commissioned
by many organizations including the
Junior League. We've been making
custom pendant necklaces for JL
presidents for over two decades.
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What exactly is Member Experience? The phrase 
elicits different definitions from different members 
ranging from a sense of belonging to the ways a 
member engages with the League, to a feeling of 
joy when interacting with others at a JLT function. 
What ties these beliefs together is this; the 
member experience is both unique and collective. 
Understanding what make makes a ‘good’ member 
experience is vital to the success of the League long 
term.

Enter the MemberX project, led by Executive 
Board members Stephanie Haas, Mychael Sumby, 
Miranda Henderson, and Molly Malloy. The project 
aims to understand The Junior League of Tampa 
membership by employing surveys, member 
interviews, and broader data analysis. 

The women on the team each bring their own unique 
vantage point and skills. Stephanie, the current 
Strategic Planning Director, brings her long term, 
process-based thinking to the project actively 
looking for ways to embed this type of research 

into the League’s annual cadence. Miranda, the 
current Managing Director, brings a professional 
background in data driven work with a passion 
for developing future leaders, seeing this project 
as a way to fill in knowledge gaps. Mychael, the 
current Membership Director, brings multiple years 
of experience in the League membership space 
including forward facing roles and more behind the 
scenes management. Molly, the current Secretary, 
brings her passion for building connections and a 
deep understanding of how member experience 
collides with the League’s community impact. 

These leaders are also joined by group of diverse 
members, representing all levels of membership. 
Their job was challenging, but will have a far-
reaching impact. “The ultimate goal,” says 
Stephanie, “Is that our members feel valued in all 
aspects of their experience with The Junior League 
of Tampa.” 

As Molly Malloy succinctly put it, “Member 
experience is everything.” 

MEMBERX: 
THE JOURNEY 
TO A BETTER 
MEMBER 
EXPERIENCE 
by MADELINE MORRIS 

“EVERYONE’S 
VOICE NEEDS TO 
BE HEARD.” 



THE INDIVIDUAL MEMBER 

The Junior League of Tampa holds a unique 
position as organization offering social, 
service, and leadership opportunities for 
its members. This trichotomy of offerings 
attracts a membership with diverse goals, 
but also provides a space for women to grow. 

“Personally,” said Mychael, “I joined for all 
these things. Over the years I have dabbled 
more in one area or found more value in 
another.” The ability of the League to offer 
a continuum of experiences to women 
in Tampa means JLT remains a relevant 
organization for all women interested in our 
mission. 

Understanding the individual member, 
meant talking one on one with members 
at different points in the League career. 
MemberX team members hosted Meet-
Ups, a causal conversation format focused 
on talking candidly about what makes (or 
breaks) a good member experience. “The 
Meet Ups were fascinating,” said Molly who 
hosted several virtual meet ups, speaking 
with Provisionals, Transfers, and Active 
members. 

Miranda, who has been focused on the role 
leadership plays in the overall member 
experience, quickly noted how many 
different leadership styles are on display 
in the League. Each member arrives in a 
leadership role with unique skills, needing 
support in different ways.

Understanding the diversity of our 
membership emphasizes the importance 
of listening. “Everyone’s voice needs to be 
heard,” said Miranda.



THE COLLECTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP 

Creating a fulfilling experience for 
individual members is vital, and 
League leaders are tasked with 
creating policies which impact the 
collective membership. This means 
understanding trends and building an 
organization which creates a sense of 
belonging for 1,900 women. 

The membership survey is the 
greatest way the project seeks to 
understand these trends. “Our last full 
membership survey was completed 
in 2018,” says Stephanie, “this survey 
is meant to understand who the JLT 
membership is today, after a two very 
life-changing years.” With a target 
sample size of 20% of membership, 
the survey will provide a quantitative 
analysis of where are members are and 
how the League can ensure that we 
meet them there. 

The survey is split into three core 
sections; demographics, member 
experience, and recommendations. By 
looking at these different areas, how 
certain experiences correlate with 
overall engagement and fulfillment, 
and where we must adjust to JLT 
member’s lives in a COVID endemic 
world, the organization can ensure 
we are there for the community and 
members for another 96 years.

Many of the questions seek to 
understand what members value most 
and what barriers stand in their way 
from finding fulfillment in the League. 

“I think it will have a huge impact on 
how we order things,” says Mychael.
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BETTER DECISIONS 

While the MemberX project will not be offering 
recommendations, it will be presenting its findings to help 
guide the League’s next decision makers. “We want to help 
leaders make informed decisions,” said Stephanie. The 
findings will be accessible to incoming Executive Boards 
and Management Councils, as a resource to understand 
the overall needs of members. 

An emphasis has been placed on creating a structure for 
benchmarking. The annual turnover model of the League 
has made it difficult to compare year over year sentiments. 
As the team built the membership survey, questions were 
identified that would be asked on annual basis as a way to 
understand the success of initiatives. 

When it comes to embracing the project’s findings, Miranda 
encouraged leaders to be open to change. “Get buy in, be 
transparent,” she explained. The League’s mission is one 
that members are passionate about and the legacy of this 
project is to enrich the feeling of value and belonging when 
serving that mission.

“I truly care,” said Molly, “that is why member experience 
has always been important to me.” The sentiment extends 
to other members of the team. 

AS MOLLY MALLOY  
SUCCINCTLY PUT IT, “MEMBER 
EXPERIENCE IS EVERYTHING.”
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CONGRATULATIONS ON A 
SUCCESSFUL GALA! TELL US 
MORE ABOUT WHAT WENT 
INTO THE EVENT.

The Annual Gala is absolutely brand 
new, and not replacing or reimagining 
another event. While the League 
has a history of community events to 
serve as a frame of reference to look 
back on, this whole process was in 
many ways, totally new territory. We 
had a whole new committee, a whole 
new email address -- everything! It 
was an awesome, unique opportunity 
to be able to set the stage for future 
success for an event like this, while 
also a big challenge. 

WHAT WERE SOME OF THE EARLY 
GOALS YOU HAD SET FOR THE GALA?

The Gala really allowed us to share our story as 
a League, as well as convene the greater Tampa 
community around our work.  We absolutely 
want to entertain and host attendees, but also 
share with them what we and our volunteers 
do on a day-to-day basis. The entire committee 
has stepped up to really rally everyone -- we 
built out a beautiful website and PR materials, 
garnered a ton of community support, and 
mobilized incredible sponsors, especially for a 
first year event.

The Junior League of Tampa hosted the League’s newest signature fundraiser, the Annual Gala on 
Saturday, May 21. The event celebrated members’ collaborative work to make Tampa Bay brighter for 
all residents. 

The black-tie optional occasion brought together over 200 changemakers and community partners to 
honor the League’s collective effort to improve our community, and in particular, the lives of women 
and children. In its first year, the event exceeded expectations in funds raised for our community 
projects and programs, setting the stage for growing success for years to come.  

The Gala also offered an opportunity to honor local leader Vicki Sokolik, the Founder and Executive 
Director of Starting Right, Now (SRN), a nonprofit organization dedicated to ending homelessness for 
Tampa Bay youth. Vicki and her contributions were honored with the 1926 Legacy Award sponsored by 
Tampa General Hospital and a $10,000 grant to support SRN’s impact. 

The Sandspur connected with Gala Chair, Rachael Rahrig, and Gala Experience Coordinator,  
Aditi Purandare, to learn more about the event-planning process. 

by KIRSTEN SCHMITZ

An Evening ofAn Evening of
Sequins & StonesSequins & Stones



Launching the 1926 Legacy Award and grant was a key 
component of our planning process. We were blown 
away by the number of quality applicants for an, at the 
time, unestablished award. It was a great reflection of 
the support we already have in the community.  

For those not as familiar with us, some people hear 
of the League and have a preconceived notion that 
it is just ladies who lunch. It was important to us to 
highlight how that truly is not the case. To do so, we 
wanted the core of the event to highlight the League’s 
commitment to the community in our focus areas 
of around basic needs, child welfare, and education. 
That’s where the experience piece really came into play.
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WE LOVED THE EXPERIENCE 
COMPONENT! CAN YOU SHARE MORE 
ABOUT YOUR THOUGHTS ON THAT?

A huge part of this was to educate and celebrate 
the League and give the general public a hands-on 
opportunity to see the work in action. We selected 
three partners, The Diaper Bank, MILO, and Love 
Bundles, to elevate to the community. All three 
really work to break the cycle of poverty for our 
children and families. We always intended on a 
typical registration and cocktail hour, dinner and 
program, and dancing and open bar set-up, but 
during the 8pm to 11pm window, we decided 
to have an exclusive gallery open for supply 
packing and select activities with those partners. 
Once guests processed through the community 
engagement stations, they received a password 
granting access to a speakeasy lounge, live jazz, 
and specialty desserts and drinks. 

We had this vision of embedding a mini volunteer 
experience, with a celebration of old Tampa 
nightlife once finished. It really added an extra 
element, and also featured some fun upscale 
auction items for those participating.

NOW THAT THE EVENT IS COMPLETE, 
HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE IT TO OTHERS 
PERHAPS INTERESTED IN PLANNING 
NEXT YEAR’S GALA?

The Gala was an evening of impact and inspiration, 
both celebrating the League but also celebrating 
those who support us.  It is an incredible 
opportunity. Everyone attending is part of the 
philanthropic community of Tampa, and it captures 
just how involved our attendees are in giving back 
to their community. It is incredibly rewarding to 
see your friends and neighbors come together to 
support organizations like ours.

photos by 
Lauren Galloway 

Photography
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When Vicki Sokolik talks about the 
impact of Starting Right, Now, you are 
immediately drawn to her passion for the 
organization. Starting Right Now (SRN), is 
a nonprofit organization serving homeless 
unaccompanied youths registered in 
Hillsborough (HCPS) and Pinellas (PCS) 
County public high schools. As the 
Founder and Executive Director of SRN, 
Vicki has devoted her life to empowering 
this often invisible population. 

Vicki’s story begins as a story of a “mom 
on a mission”. As her young daughter 
struggled with impacts of frontal lobe 
epilepsy, she began travelling across the 
US visiting specialists in search of a cure. 
During a particularly long hospital stay 
at teaching hospital, Vicki had her first 
experience seeing the impact of poverty 
on children and families.  

When she returned home, normal did not 
feel normal anymore. “I turned to [my 
husband] Joel and said I think I need to 
help someone.” What started as bringing 
Thanksgiving dinners to homeless 
families in motels, quickly evolved to Vicki 
working with a single homeless family 
each year to help them find their footing. 
She soon identified a desire to work with 
families who had high school students, 
recognizing that age as a critical time in 
breaking the cycle of poverty. 

by MADELINE MORRIS

A Lasting
Legacy

MEET VICKI SOKOLIK THE INAUGURAL 
1926 LEGACY AWARD WINNER
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“And then my son comes home his senior year,” 
laughs Vicki. Her son, Cameron, shared a story 
about a student in his class who was preparing 
to drop out of school. Like him, she was a high 
achieving, successful student in the IB program, 
but she did not see a pathway for remaining in 
school. Cameron challenged Vicki to get involved. 
When Vicki sat down to speak with Amanda, the 
girl from Cameron’s school, and her boyfriend, 
David, she was rocked by their stories. Both had 
left their families due to toxic home environments 
and were now couch hopping trying to find a 
way to survive. “They were my first introduction 
to homeless, unaccompanied youth. Here were 
these two kids navigating life - or not navigating 
life – and would have had no opportunities had we 
not intervened. And it struck me that this was the 
population I should be helping.” 

This experience led to the founding of Starting 
Right, Now. The program has served over 350 
students since it began in 2008 and continues to 
have success, with 100% of participants graduating 
high school and thriving in adulthood. “I am not 
passing out money,” says Vicki, “I am passing 
out resources and opportunities. I am like a 
concierge; the kids tell me what they need and 
I figure out how to get it.” SRN’s program goes 
beyond shelter and academic support. Students 
engage in everything from budgeting and money 
management to mindfulness training and shame 
resistance, ensuring they are successful after 
graduation. Vicki has also helped pave the way 
for unaccompanied youth across the state, as an 
advocate for legislation protecting the rights of 
this special population. Working alongside other 
advocates she has helped oversee the passage of 
10 laws at the state-level. 

As Vicki accepts the League’s inaugural 1926 
Legacy Award she is thinking about what her 
legacy will be. “The greatest thing that has 
happened recently,” reflects Vicki, “is that our 
kids are old enough to come back to help and I 
think that would probably be my legacy.” She has 
watched former students return to SRN with the 
same drive to make difference just as she first had 
all those years ago. “The fact that they can full 
circle it back, is my greatest legacy.” 

ABOUT THE 1926 LEGACY AWARD 

The League believes in the power of one 

individual to make a tangible difference 

in our community and is dedicated to 

honoring those who work daily to create 

transformative change in Hillsborough 

County. To that end, The Junior League 

of Tampa created the 1926 Legacy Award 

and accompanying grant to recognize 

outstanding individuals, as exemplified 

by inspiring leadership and commitment 

to lasting community impact, in the areas 

of child welfare and education. Vicki 

Sokolik is the inaugural winner of this 

annual award. 

by MADELINE MORRIS
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MAY 2-7, 2023

EIGHT-SHOW  
SEASON TICKET  
PACKAGES IN THE  
CLOUD CLUB  
START AS LOW AS 
$25850.

NOV 1-6, 2022 NOV 29 – DEC 4, 2022 JAN 31 – FEB 5, 2023

FEB 21-26, 2023

MAY 16-21, 2023

FEB 15 – APR 8, 2023 APR 11-16, 2023

813.229.STAR (7827) • STRAZCENTER.ORG
Group Sales (10+ get a discount): 813.222.1016 or 1047

Events, days, times, performers and prices are subject to change without notice. Additional fees will apply.

TODAY!BUY SEASON
TICKETS

2022 
2023
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If there is one thing Lindsey Dewey has learned over the year, it’s how to 
pivot. Last Spring, the Project Evaluation and Development Committee 
(PDEC) recommended completely revising the Provisional year. Dewey, the 
2021-22 Provisional Education Chair, was tasked with putting the revisions 
into action. The revised Provisional year was supposed to emphasize 
membership experience and build relationships throughout the League. 
Provisionals were encouraged to attend meet-ups and volunteer shifts to get 
to know other active League members. Through this relationship building, 
Provisional members were able to understand the League on a much more 
personal and relational level. 

Another big change was the sunsetting of the Provisional project, “Kids in 
the Kitchen”. Instead, Provisionals’ volunteer experience was integrated 
right into League projects as soon as they got through orientation. Frequent 

“Provisional Day(s) of Service” was also organized, providing Provisionals 
the opportunity to volunteer in the community with a variety of League-
based service activities knowing that other Provisional members would be 
in attendance as well. The year ended with a final day of service in April. 
After a day filled with multiple volunteer opportunities and different League 
committees, Provisionals and their mentors were invited to socialize at 
Armature works. Dewey says it was a “service and social” and a rational way 
to end the year that had an emphasis on meeting other League members 
through experiences. 

ProvisionalProgress 
by JENN MALONE



Finally, Dewey and the Provisional Education 
committee had to reimagine the bus tour. A 
cornerstone of the Provisional year, the bus tour 
traditionally took Provisionals to visit sites where the 
League had an impact. With so much uncertainty, 
Dewey said that the committee had a “plan B, plan 
C, plan D maybe, of what the experience would 
look like for [the] provisional women if we couldn’t 
visit the sites for any number of reasons.” The pivot 
was to bring the experience to JLT Headquarters. 
Representatives with a connection to The Junior 
League of Tampa from Academy Prep of Tampa, 
Metropolitan Ministries, Redefining Refuge, and the 
Heart Gallery came to headquarters for a round-

robin program to educate Provisionals on why these 
projects exist and the partnerships the League has 
with different organizations in the community. 

Reflecting on the end of the year, Dewey said that 
“a big success of the provisional [experience] this 
year was everyone being open and supportive of 
peoples varying levels of comfort.” Dewey and her 
team learned to be malleable when challenges were 
thrown their way. Dewey also said that she could not 
have done it without the Provisional mentors and all 
the “really hard work that [they] do to help make the 
first year of the League for these women a success.” 
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Azita Alidai

Bryanna Alvarez

Marybel Arcentales

Sara Bartos

Liz Bergevin

Ansley Blackwell

Elizabeth Breslin 
(Kleinfeld)

Elizabeth Brusa

Alyson Burbee

Chelsea Butts

Ashley Carey

Brittney Coffman

Mary Darby 
Coleman

Hannah Compton

Amanda Conti

Kimberley Corner

Megan Curran

Abigail Czerniecki

Brittany Davis

Kerry Deutschman

Marcie Dimmick

Andrea Dolfi

Stephanie Dowling-
Neymotin

Marisa 
Fiumefreddo

Amanda 
Fleischbein

Kayleigh Fox

Hannah Geaumont

Camilla Golson

Chelsea Goodman

Jessica Gronert

Lauren Habbaz

Alex Hall

Leah Harms

Brittany Hatton

Katelyn Haverdeane

Emily Heim

Morgan Hill 

Taylor Horn

Emma Horton

Miller Hoskins

Ashley Iaccarino

Kelsey Johnson

Victoria Kiser

Crystal Konz

Katy Kopstad

Colleen Lama

Theresa Lopez

Ana Cristina 
Mantilla

Brittany McGlothin

Jennifer McMahon

Mackenzie 
McNamara

Stephanie McQueen

Chante Miller

Mallory Mullen

Stephany Musino

Emma Napper

Amanda Neal

Murewa Olubela

Brittany Outar

Natalie Paiva

Emily Pariseau

Rachel Perry

Alexandria Pinta

Deanna Purpura-
Till

Sabrina Ramdat

Carly Ritterband

Ellison Rooney

Lauren Rozyla-
Wong

Kaitlyn Semon

Kay Sierra

Shelby Smith 
(Deloach)

Allison Snellings

Breanne Souza

Taryn Sovran 
(McDonnell)

Jenna Starkey

Carly Stein

Paulina Tan

Katherine Taylor

Tiffany Terlizzi

Julia Toman

Michelle Twomey 
(Luce)

P R O V I S I O N A L S
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a note from the sustainer president

JLT — Ever Evolving, Embracing, and Adapting! 

Oh, what a year!  Thank you for riding along and making it 
memorable!

Even with Covid in the mix, we packed in some fun 
activities through the year. We enjoyed Pop Up Happy 
Hours around town, Zoomed a charcuterie board class, 
art showings with our Sustainer and local artists, held 
the Holiday Gift Market Luncheon, visited the Museum 
of the American Arts and Crafts Movement, enjoyed 
an immersive Dali Museum presentation, and took the 
Picasso Tour at the Dali Museum. We continued our 
beloved Day at the Races tradition and wrapped up the 
year with the Spring Cocktail party where we celebrated 
our 50-year members and announced the Sustainer of the 
Year. We did improvise along the way, but thankfully it all 
came together!

Welcome our newest 50-year members – Patty Ayala, 
Gloria Roberts Howell (in memory), Brenda Ketchey, 
CeCe Lane, Patty Smith, and Camille Thomas.

AND, this year’s Sustainer of the Year is SUE COX! Sue 
is the most unassuming, amazing woman. Not one to 
embrace the spotlight when her name was announced; 
under her breath she said, “pick someone else more 
deserving.” For those that know Sue, we can all agree that 
she gives of herself so modestly with no fanfare. She has 
served on/volunteered for many different committees and 
organizations, both in Junior League as well as the Tampa 
Bay community. It’s an honor to know her and count her as 
a friend!!

In closing, thank you for the opportunity to serve as this 
year’s Sustainer President. I have enjoyed working with 
and representing all of you, and am humbled by your 
strength, support, and commitment to our League. I 
challenge each of you to reach out, attend a meeting or 
an event and get to know our Sustainers (which currently 
boasts over 900 members)! So, whether we see each 
other in person, via Zoom, or communicate through email, 
Facebook, Instagram, Digital Cheetah, texts, mail, or 
phone calls; know that your JLT Sustainer sisterhood is 
here for you!

Beth M. Schatzberg 
Sustainer President, 2021-2022

Beth Schatzberg,  
Sustainer President

Candy Olson 
President-Elect

Jen Carlstedt 
Executive Board Sustainer At Large

Katie Cappy 
Management Council Sustainer 
Liaison

Kim Carswell 
Recording Secretary

Teneille Kuznicki 
Corresponding Secretary

Doreen DeFlavis & Kristina 
Bennett 
Event Co-Chairs

Genet Stewart 
Community Service Chair

Ginny Charest 
Treasurer

Abbe Malone & Sheri Schobert 
Pop-Up Chairs 

Marsha Lane 
Arts & Antiques Chair

Pat Van Dyke 
Day at the Races Chair

Nadyne Hines 
Transfer Chair

Ashley Stultz & Sara Larsen 
Active Co-Chairs	
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A formal invitation to follow. 

Sustainer Back to the League

AT JLT HEADQUARTERS

Luncheon

S E P T E M B E R  2 7
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Avery Colman is 
the Office Manager 
for Tampa Dock 
& Seawall, a 
marine contractor 
specializing in 
docks, boat lifts 
and seawall 
construction 

work and repair. As the Office Manager, Avery’s 
responsibilities include Human Resources, 
Accounting and Permit Processing and Client 
Expedition. In this role, Avery also serves as 
the liaison between clients and Tampa Dock & 
Seawall’s construction crew, and maintains client 
relationships.

“After college, I started my career working for my 
family's insurance agency in downtown Tampa,” 
said Colman when reflecting on her professional 
journey. “I quickly realized that insurance was not 
my passion and made a big change to working in an 
independent bookstore, Inkwood Bookstore. I loved 
my time working at Inkwood. I got to meet many 
authors on tour with their books, the highlights 
being Kathie Lee Gifford, Wyclef Jean and Marco 
Rubio! After a few years, I needed to transition back 
to a full-time job, which led me to my current work 
as the Office Manager for Tampa Dock & Seawall.”

HOW HAS LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP IMPACTED YOUR 
SUCCESS?

Having participated on the Leadership Committee 
greatly impacted my team management skills 
and enabled me to be able to work with many 
personality types on a variety of projects.

PLEASE SHARE A MEANINGFUL LEAGUE MEMORY 
OR MOMENT.

My favorite League placement was as Marketplace 
Co-Chair. I was able to travel to AmericasMart 
Atlanta to shop for the Marketplace booth at 
Holiday Gift Market. I felt proud to represent the 
League in this position and loved being able to act 
as a buyer. It was so rewarding to see the funds 
that were contributed to League projects from the 
sales of the items that I helped choose.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR ACTIVE LEAGUE 
MEMBERS AND FOR SUSTAINERS LOOKING TO 
GET MORE INVOLVED?

Active League members should not be afraid to try 
a new position outside of their comfort zone! I had 
many great placements that weren't something 
I originally considered but ended up learning so 
much from.

by KIRSTEN SCHMITZ

G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  O U R 
S U S T A I N E R S

Avery
Colman
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When reflecting on the women of The Junior 
League of Tampa and the work we do to serve 
the Tampa Bay community, Nadyne embodies our 
mission and purpose of the League.  Nadyne began 
her League career when she moved to Tampa from 
Miami with her then young tax attorney husband 
and three children.  Nadyne credits the League 
as the way she established some of the most 
important friendships she’s made when moving 
into a new city. “Joining the League has been very 
rewarding.  I always knew giving of yourself was the 
best thing you can do, and I’ve made great friends 
along the way.”

After over 4 decades with The Junior League 
of Tampa, her list of committees, chairs and 
placements over the years is quite extensive.  
Nadyne is a people person who loves every job 
she has done and committee she has served.  Her 
service started 40 years ago when she traveled 
to Atlanta for a league seminar where she 
oversaw the party, a Toast to Tampa.  She was also 
membership chairman as well as headquarters 
chairman when she was voted member at large by 
the league.  

The spirit and commitment to volunteerism began 
at an early age.  While Nadyne spent most of her 
time with her sisters and water skiing, she fondly 
recalls her mother as a great volunteer, who 
served as the President of the Red Cross. 

While she has enjoyed all her placements, some 
were more emotional than others.  “I picked my 
placement one year at the Children’s Center at 
Tampa General where we worked with children 
who had cancer,” Nadyne reflected.  “I became very 
attached to one boy who did not make it, and that 
was very hard.”

Nadyne has 
also served as 
a gilder and a 
gilded Lilly for 
the art center 
and was a 
chairman of the 
first night tour 
of homes for the 
art center.  She 
has also served 
as the treasurer 
of the Bar 
Auxiliary and 
the Easterseal 
guild where she 
chaired many 
fundraisers.  
Nadyne is also 
a proud member of the Henry B. Plant Society.  
Here she worked with Lesley Dobbins to secure 
sponsors for the fashion show.  She also chaired 
decorating their preview party for the Christmas 
Stroll.  The list of achievements and service is 
extensive as she has fit a great deal into her forty-
something years dedicated to our community.

When Nadyne isn’t found in one of her many 
committees, you can find her working in her yard, 
at a Bible study, or playing bridge.  However, her 
favorite activity is being with her grandchildren.  “I 
have taken each granddaughter to New York.  Just 
the two of us,” Nadyne said. “I love being with 
them.”

Nadyne
Hines

by CASEY BARILE
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Sustainer Sprin 
Cocktail Party

HONORING THE 50 YEAR MEMBERS AND THE SUSTAINER OF THE YEAR.
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by KIRSTEN SCHMITZ

PROVISIONAL OF THE YEAR – MUREWA OLUBELA 

Murewa Olubela shines as a woman who could not better embody the mission 
of The Junior League of Tampa.  From her very first meeting, she has sought 
connection with her peers, reached out to better understand larger league 
processes and leadership all the while remaining committed to her mentor 
group and completing her Provisional requirements.

The connections this woman has built and fortified this year are truly 
unparalleled.  Upon completing nearly all her Provisional requirements before 
the end of December she recognized a larger league-wide need and asked to 
participate as a member of newly evolving and developing league committee.  
While this is not an isolated incident of recognizing the needs of those around 
her, it is a perfect example of her selfless dedication to all JLT does, from 
fundraisers to friends, community engagement to last minute volunteer shifts, 
she has an uncanny way of being everywhere always.

As her Provisional mentor shared “Anyone who knows Her knows she is 
destined for greatness. She has the busiest schedule but still is beyond 
involved in JLT. She doesn't just show up and check the boxes though, she 
is meeting with people in leadership positions, offering insight to better 
programs and experiences, and sharing ways for her fellow Provisionals to get 
involved. I may be her mentor, but I honestly feel like she should be mentoring 
me with her incredible skills and knowledge of the League already. Truly 
phenomenal woman!”

ACTIVE OF THE YEAR – LAUREN RICE 

For many years now, the Holiday Gift Market has been a staple event for The 
Junior League of Tampa. One of the highlights that make it standout is our 
Young Entrepreneurs Program (YEP). YEP truly embodies our value of growing 
the potential, leadership and influence of female business owners here in 
the Tampa Bay region.  Lauren understood the value this program brings and 
truly went above and beyond to make it a success this year. “Lauren has done 
an amazing job in her role as the Young Entrepreneurship Coordinator on this 
year's Holiday Gift Market Committee.” shared Kara Schafer, HGM Co-Chair.   
Her efforts to recruit high-quality candidates were successful, leading to 15 
applications from accomplished women business owners in the Tampa Bay 
community. She researched each applicant thoroughly and came ready with 
recommendations and feedback when it came time to review the applications 
for a winner, and her presentation was extremely organized and helpful. She 
has been a huge asset to the Holiday Gift Market Committee, The Junior 
League of Tampa, as well as the community we serve.



www.jltampa.org  |  43

INTERNAL COMMITTEE OF THE YEAR – 

MEMBER MEETINGS & EVENTS

After the year our world has experienced, the theme 
for The Junior League of Tampa, “Better Together” 
was necessary as we slowly navigate our way back 
into a post-pandemic life. The Member Meetings and 
Events Committee was able to bring this to life with 
implementing numerous events throughout the year that 
enhance the overall JLT Membership experience. This 
year the Members Meetings & Events committee hosted 
move than 30 social events, plus our new hybrid GMM 
meeting experience.  In addition, they also hosted league 
luncheons, our fabulous end of the year social and awards 
as well as this summer’s Girls’ Weekend. Some of the new 
socials they introduced included the Back to the League 
food trucks, ballroom dancing, movie nights and the 
extremely popular Davis Island strolls just to name a few.  
Thank you to all the committee members that worked 
hard to bring the JLT back together this year!

INSPIRING LEADER OF THE YEAR – 

LATOYA LEMONS 

LaToya is an inspiring leader for through her innovative 
way of approaching the Love Bundles’ greatest challenges 
and her vision to expand our reach within the community. If 
you ask any committee member or League member who 
has attended a “packing” this year, they will mention how 
organized and efficient all the processes LaToya put in place 
have been for the committee. This has brought additional 
credibility to Love Bundles as a committee and increased 
morale both within the League and with our community 
partners. Her strategy for tackling the market research 
and vetting of potential new community partners was 
thoughtfully executed and coordinated with Willingness 
to Lead, leading to successful onboarding of our new 
community partner, West Florida Foster Care Services at the 
beginning of calendar year 2022. Her organizational skills 
helped our committee to setup a more efficient storage 
system in our closet; establish ordering instructions for our 
shoppers and streamline packing sessions. Her initiative to 
seek out and WIN a $2000 donation via a USF Foundation 
competition is a prime example of her ability to motivate us 
all to do more! LaToya also regularly took time to recognize 
League members with nominations for Provisional and 
Active of the month for stand out members she interacted 
with during her day to day actions as Love Bundles Chair. 
LaToya is truly an inspiring leader within the League. 
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MARTHA FERMAN SPIRIT AWARD –

STEPHANIE HAAS 

The Martha Ferman Spirit Award recognizes the exemplary achievement, 
steadfast dedication, and selfless spirit of an Active Junior League of Tampa 
member who is sustaining. The award was modeled after Mrs. Ferman who 
was a dedicated member of The Junior League of Tampa. Not only did she 
serve as President of The League, but she was also named 1975 Sustainer of 
the Year and received a Lifetime Commitment Award in 2004. Mrs. Ferman’s 

“leadership, volunteerism and community spirit were unparalleled” and being 
selected for this award is an incredible honor. 

This year’s recipient, Stephanie (Stef) Haas, is someone who embodies the 
Martha Ferman Spirit: Exemplary Achievement, Steadfast Dedication, and 
Selfless Spirit. 

By her 2nd year in JLT, Stef was double placed between Arrangements 
and Provisional Education Recruitment Coordinator. As Provisional 

Ed Recruitment Coordinator, she worked side by side with several leaders to not only execute the 
incoming member preview events and communications, but she was integral in the adjustment of our 
strategic review process and new member application. Outside of her Arrangements and Provisional 
Ed Recruitment scope, she took on an additional project and worked side by side with the Membership 
manager to research and build the point system that would roll out the next year and that we currently 
use today. No surprise, from her work ethic, willingness to jump in and support, impressive organization, 
and all-around great energy, she was named Active of the Year 2016-2017. 

From there, her hard work continued. She was placed as Meeting Manager on Management Council and 
Provisional Education Mentor. She was then elected Communications Manager, then Leadership Director 
on the board, placed as Endowment’s 1926 Coordinator and Communications Manager and currently she 
is the Strategic Director on the Executive Board. 

Past President, Isabel Dewey said, “What I admire about Stef is that she stepped into major leadership 
roles and was always willing to be where JLT needed her. Whether it was how she raised the bar for 
Comms, addressing large initiatives, or taking on a role while already in another one, if there was a need, 
she was there. Institutionally, she has made a HUGE impact on our organization.”

Stef has significant achievements in those roles such as improving and streamlining the Communications 
request process, building and launching our social media policy and reputation management plan, 
expanding our Predictive Index strategy for leadership, leading a refresh on our Bylaws and Policies and 
Procedures documents, updating our Nominating process including detailed position descriptions and 
competencies, executing our successful inaugural virtual Sustainer Emeritus tea and launching the new 
three-year strategic plan. 

Taylor Jones, current President, said, “Stef is not the person in the front of the room but rather behind 
the scenes ensuring every detail has gone according to plan. Creative, Thoughtful, Considerate, and Hard 
Working are all words used to describe her. She always put in 110% and steps in whenever needed and 
does this with grace and a positive attitude.”

That couldn’t be more apparent than looking at what Stef is currently doing right now. She launched the 
new 3-year strategic plan and the Project MemberX to better understand the Member Experience. Since 
March 2020, the lives of JLT members have changed drastically and Stef recognized that many of us are 
reprioritizing how we spend our time. This project is to find out how our members are doing, what has 
changed in our lives, and how we can ensure that the JLT membership experience meets the member 
where you are.

Stef truly is her selfless, authentic self and always thinking of how to improve.  It is these qualities and 
many more that is why we are honored to recognize Stephanie Haas as this year’s Martha Ferman Spirit 
Award recipient.
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EXTERNAL COMMITTEE OF THE YEAR – 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS

This small yet mighty committee hit the ground running per the planning and execution 
of their first event, Human Trafficking in the Age of Technology: Warning Signs and Legal 
Protection for Minor Victims, after over 6 months of planning. This event was an open to 
the public, Facebook live streamed event partnered with the University of South Florida’s 
criminology department, to host both an informational and resourceful discussion including 
a panel of experts. This event not only had successful attendance, but also garnered both 
local and national media attention consisting of a press release, local news article, and a 
Denver, CO radio station interview. Upon the conclusion of their first event, they wasted no 
time in executing their second event, a screening of the documentary Surviving Sex Trafficking 
at the Tampa Theatre, just months later. The committee partnered with two other key 
organizations, Redefining Refuge and Stop the Movement, to host the event. The screening 
was followed by a successful panel discussion, which further offered both educational 
information and resources to stop human trafficking efforts.  



46  | Summer 2022

SUSTAINER OF THE YEAR –

SUE PAINTER COX

We are honored to announce that this year’s Sustainer of the Year is Sue 
Painter Cox. Sue’s legacy in The Junior League of Tampa (JLT) and the Tampa 
Bay community is unparalleled. She embodies all the best qualities of a 
Sustainer; Sue promotes voluntarism, continues the League’s mission of 
developing the potential of women, and improves our Tampa Bay community 
through her effective action and leadership.

Sue’s legacy is felt in the Tampa Bay community both in and outside of the 
League. Born and raised in Tampa, Sue attended Plant High School and went 
to college at Florida State University. She returned to the Tampa Bay area 
and taught for decades at various schools, including Potter Middle School, St. 
John’s Episcopal School and Monroe Middle School. 

Sue joined The Junior League of Tampa as a Provisional in 1977. While teaching 
full-time, she always accepted any task assigned to her and was a member 
of many vital committees during her years of Active membership. She served 
as a member of the Thrift Sale Committee, Advisory Planning Committee, 
The Sandspur Committee (Advertising Layout Editor, Layout Editor), Follies 
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(Hospitality Committee, Advertising 
Chairman) and Board of Directors 
(The Sandspur Editor). Sue became 
a Sustainer during in 1987-1988. As 
a Sustainer, Sue continues to be 
committed to the League’s mission, 
serving on the Sustainer Board as 
Sustainer President (2012-2013) and 
Sustainer Recording Secretary (2018-
2019). 

After sustaining, Sue continued her 
volunteer services with community 
organizations around the Tampa Bay 
community. She has been involved 
with many organizations, including 
the Red Cross Angels of Tampa Bay, 
Rose Circle Garden Club, Weeder’s 
Garden Club, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, and H.B. Plant Museum. 
Sue’s involvement with the Red 
Cross Angels of Tampa Bay began in 
2010. Shortly after joining, she held 
multiple office positions within the 
Red Cross Angels including Treasurer 
and Vice President. In the 2014-2015 
year, she was awarded with the 
highest award given to any Red Cross 
Angel, the Angel of the Year Award. 

As a member of the Rose Circle 
Garden Club since 2009, Sue has 
served as Treasurer and Membership 
Chair, and participated on many 
committees, including the Holiday 
Luncheon Committee, Blue Star 

Memorial Maker, Annual Earthly Paradise Garden Tour Fundraiser, and the Kitchen 
Committee for Musical Tea Party. She has also served as Corresponding Secretary, 
Vice President, and Co-Chair of the Spring Benefit. Sue is actively involved with St. 
John’s Episcopal Church and serves as an Altar Guild on the Wedding Committee and 
always answers the call to help with other church functions. Other organizations Sue 
has left her mark on are the Tampa Museum of Art, Pavilion, Festival of Trees, Tampa 
Preservation, Child Abuse Council, University of South Florida’s Town and Gown, 
Gasparilla Music Festival and Gasparilla Film Festival. 

Sue’s service to the League and the Tampa Bay Community both as an Active member 
and as a Sustainer can be summed up into one word: Extraordinary. She exemplifies 
everything it means to be a Sustainer of The Junior League of Tampa and serves as a 
role model for League members by demonstrating outstanding volunteer service in the 
Tampa Community. Sue is one of the finest community leaders in Tampa Bay and her 
dedication to JLT and the community is truly inspiring. 
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Celebrating our donors at Patrons' Party 2022 
Photos by Stephanie A. Smith PhotographyOUT& ABOUT 
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Celebrating our donors at Patrons' Party 2022 
Photos by Stephanie A. Smith PhotographyOUT& ABOUT 
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What do you do outside the League? 
I am a nurse at Tampa General. I work in the Surgical Trauma/Transplant ICU. 

What is your favorite thing to do in Tampa? 
Running whether it’s in Bayshore, the riverwalk, flatwoods park or even my own neighborhood.  

I love this city and getting to explore on foot. I’ve done 8 full marathons!

Why  is being a member of The Junior League important to you?
The League allows me to be a part of the community and give back unique ways. I enjoy the volunteer 

opportunities and all the ways I am constantly learning how we as a league can help the Tampa Bay 

community.

Shelby  Deloach Smith 

WHO’S WHO  
IN THE LEAGUE



www.jltampa.org  |  51

How long have you been in the League? 
I am a fourth year active (so five years?)

What do you do outside the League? 
I spend lots of time with my son Titus (8) and daughter Thea (1.5), and 

 my husband Andrew and I own Members Only Craft Cocktails - an 

immersive, hands-on specialty cocktail business. I love working on 

new recipes, photography and getting to help play a part in amazing 

celebrations in our community!

What is your favorite thing to do in Tampa?
We love to eat and drink our way through town - we have our old 

favorites, but love exploring what's new in Tampa's exploding food and 

cocktail scene! 

Why  is being a member of The Junior 
League important to you? 

Rachael 
Rahrig

It's multifaceted: I initially joined to build connections in and learn about my new hometown, but I 

have an ever-growing appreciation of the truly tremendous impact that our membership's countless 

volunteer hours and important programming has on our community. Being a member of JLT gives 

you direct access to learning about AND playing a part in strengthening and supporting the most 

vulnerable members of our community. 

Anything you want to spotlight about the recent Gala?
 The Gala committee was nothing short of outstanding - I have never worked with such a universally 

committed group of people (I wish I had them for every group project in college, haha!). Small but 

mighty, we are so proud of what we were able to accomplish, particularly in a first-time event! We 

were able to tell the League story, raise funds for our vital programming, support a wonderful local 

organisation with our new grant, and — last but not least — give our guests a fabulous, fun night to 

remember! 

Favorite JLT memory I have many over the years, but the most recent feel-good moment was at the 

end of the Gala — getting to celebrate a successful event with the Gala team and leadership, express 

our thanks for ALL of their effort, and share stories from the evening! 



PLATINUM
Blue Morpho Foundation 
Fund at the Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation
Hettinger Foundation♦
Mary Lee Nunnally 
Farrior♦♦♦
  TECO Energy - An Emera 
Company♦♦♦

SILVER
  Betsy and Steve Chambers 
Family Foundation♦♦♦
  Whitney Logistics

BRONZE
Barbara and Les Ryals 
Foundation♦♦♦
Myra Bishop
Terrell and Joe Clark♦♦♦
Lindsay and Sam 
Dorrance - High Poplars 
Foundation♦♦♦
Melissa Knight 
Nodhturft♦♦♦
SBJ Resch Family 
Foundation Inc.♦♦♦
Lindsay and Brian Seel♦♦
Lauren Companioni 
Strahan♦♦
Danielle Tinsley♦

PATRON
Tanya Marie and Luis 
Acevedo♦
June and Michael Annis♦♦♦
Anonymous Donors♦♦
Stacy and Greg Baier♦♦♦
Kristen Brady♦♦
Allison and Adam 
Burden♦♦♦
Kate and Brian 
Caldarelli♦♦♦
Katie and Ryan Cappy♦♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Lindsay Carter♦♦♦

Denise Cassedy♦♦♦
Christina J. Anton, LLC♦♦♦
Tara and Whalen Clark♦♦♦
Adele M. Clarke♦♦♦
Community Foundation 
Tampa Bay♦♦
Cindy and Tony Coney♦♦♦
Sue and Frank 
Courtright♦♦♦
Sue and Don Cox♦♦♦
Dalton Dental - Dr. Hilary 
Dalton ♦♦♦
Shannon and Stephen 
Dann♦♦♦
Margaret E. Davis♦♦♦
Robin Wright 
DeLaVergne♦♦♦
Isabel and John Dewey♦♦♦
Ginger Doherty♦♦
Tracie Domino & Brian 
Burns♦♦♦
Lindsay and Sam 
Dorrance♦♦♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦♦♦
Jessica Edwards
Laura Everitt♦♦♦
Kitty Forenza - 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP♦
Ginny and Mike Garcia♦♦♦
Marie Garcia♦♦
Betsy and Drew 
Graham♦♦♦
Stephanie and John Haas♦♦
Sarane and Chris 
Harrell♦♦♦
Sarah and Chad Harrod♦♦♦
Jessica Kendall Hornof♦♦♦
Nicole and Matt 
Hubbard♦♦♦
Julie and Rob Johnston♦♦♦
Taylor and Wesley 
Jones♦♦♦ 
Cathy and Grayson 
Kamm♦♦♦
Jana Kaney♦♦♦

Kendra Scott - Hyde Park 
Village♦♦
Kirbys Mens Wear♦
Monica Kirkland♦♦
Laura Walsh - Laura Walsh 
Events♦♦
Jordan Leonard - New York 
Life♦♦
Brita and Rocky Lincoln♦♦♦
Lee Lowry♦♦♦
Elizabeth and Ben 
Mackie♦♦
Julia N. Martinez♦♦♦
Meghan McGuire♦♦♦
Julianne Mckeel♦
Ruthanne McLean♦♦♦
Kelley and Robert 
Merck♦♦♦
Jennifer L. Moore♦♦
Nancy and Clay Mynard♦♦♦
Drs. Thinh Nguyen and Aditi 
Purandare♦
Natalie and Jason Paiva♦
Diania Pimenta - Abora 
Travel♦♦
Lauren Pizzo♦♦
Melissa Plennert♦♦
Emily Roberts Read♦♦
Stephanie and Stephen 
Rumbley♦♦♦
Lynette and Rick 
Russell♦♦♦
Adajean Lott Samson♦♦♦
Beth M Schatzberg♦♦♦
Meg Severino♦♦
Marlene Smith
Brittany Stahl♦♦
Betty Street♦♦
Sheryl and Joe Teague♦♦
Alicia M. Thomas and 
Anthony J. Bruno♦♦
Susan Thompson♦♦♦
Susan and John 
Touchton♦♦♦
Caroline and Ryan 
Vostrejs♦♦♦

Laurel Waites♦♦♦
Nell Ward♦♦♦
Andrea Webb♦♦♦
Welch Family Charitable 
Fund 

CONTRIBUTOR
13 Ugly Men♦
AmazonSmile 
Foundation♦♦
Schezy and Steve Barbas♦
Ceci and Nate Berman♦♦♦
Becky and Ray Charles♦♦♦
Laurie and Scott Daigle♦♦♦
Pam and Brett Divers♦♦♦
Elizabeth and Simon 
Dunsmoor♦♦♦
Ruth and John Giordano♦♦♦
Sarah and Brian Gremer♦♦
Hancock Family Foundation
Miranda Henderson♦♦
Rosemary Henderson♦♦
Sally S. Hill♦♦♦
Debbie and Frank King♦♦
Molly M. Malloy♦♦
Stefanie McQueen♦♦
Purple Products
Joan and Larry 
Rayburn♦♦♦
Kara Schafer♦
Carla and Punit Shah♦♦
Angela Sprosty♦♦
Sarah and Scott 
Stichter♦♦♦
Jenny Steinbrenner 
Swindal♦♦♦
Tory Burch LLC
USAA♦♦
Vinik Family Foundation♦
Laura Warren♦♦♦
Ashley White

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS  
Donations to The Junior League of Tampa support our projects and programs in Hillsborough 

County. Our donors are individuals, foundations, and businesses, whose contributions help us 

further our Mission.  

This includes all  2021-2022 Giving Campaign donations received through 6-14-2022.

To make a gift, visit jltampa.org/give. For questions about giving, contact funddevelopmentmanager@jltampa.org. 

2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  D O N O R S
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FRIEND
Jill Askren♦
Kaitlyn Bailey♦ 
Tee Ann Bailey♦♦♦
Casey Barile♦♦
Weatherly and Lee 
Bentley♦♦
Carrie Bien♦♦
Pat Carter♦♦♦
Karen Clarke♦♦♦
Avery and John Colman♦♦♦
Kathryn Conner♦
Rosann Creed♦♦♦
Tammy B. Denbo♦♦♦
Lisa DiGiore♦♦
Lillian Chor Florin♦♦
Joyce and Michael 
Gerwe♦♦♦
Dada Pittman Glaser♦♦
Cristina Cabrera Godwin♦♦
Jan Gorrie
Lauren Hanley♦♦♦
Sally Hardee♦♦♦
Nadyne Hines♦♦♦
Laura and Clarke G. 
Hobby♦♦
Jennifer Holmberg♦
Jaclyn Jones♦
Sarah and Ben Kodadek♦♦♦
Lanier Elementary School 
Chrisi and David Laxer♦♦♦
LaToya Lemons♦
Lagretta and Mark 
Lenker♦♦♦
Kathleen and Al Lopez♦♦
Katina and Matt 
Markowski♦♦♦
Mary and Bob Sierra Family 
Foundation
Lyris Newman♦♦♦
Lauren Reid♦♦
Alexandria Remmel
Jade Rice♦
Charles Sand
Gwyn and Mark 
Schabacker♦♦♦
Kathleen Shanahan♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦♦
Jenny and Peter 
Spencer♦♦♦
Lavinia and Tom 
Touchton♦♦♦
Ann S. Turner♦♦♦
Tammy Waugh
Betty Wood♦♦
Gwynne A. Young♦♦♦

SUPPORTER
Eric Adelson
Nicole Agnew
Krista Allred♦♦
Ameriprise Financial, 
Inc.♦♦
John Arganian♦
Alexa Argerious♦♦
Diana Arnaoutakis
Jennifer Azzarelli
Cherie Backer
Kelly Bagge♦♦
Kelly Bailey
Suzanne Bainbridge♦♦
Tiara Ballard♦
Heather Barrow♦♦♦
Kelly Bauer
Brittany Beals
Kathryn Bednarz
Debra Bellanti
Heather Belle
Kristina Bennett
Caroline Benson
Liz Bergevin
Kara Bernstein♦♦
Patricia  Bessios
Brandy Biasco
Abby Bird♦♦
Michelle Biro
Jane and Rick Bourkard ♦♦
Susan Boyle♦
Mary Margaret Braddock
Brittany Brecklin
Brittany Elise 
Photography♦♦
Melanie Brown♦♦
Amy Brun♦♦
Josh Bullock
Louise E. Burnett♦♦♦
Shannon Burrows♦♦
Anne Butler♦
Jaymi Butler♦♦♦
Katie Callaway♦♦
Laura and Mark 
Campbell♦♦♦
Su Thi Ho Campo♦♦
Leenetta Carden
Casey Carefoot ♦♦♦
Christina Carey♦♦
Jane Carswell♦♦
Nicole Castro♦
Kathryn Chappetto♦♦
Virginia Charest♦♦
Michael Chernoff

Kaitlin Christensen♦
Diana Christie
Dr. Christine Clark♦
Kathryn Clarke♦
Kim Clarke♦♦♦
Ralphael Clarke
Alexa Cline
Tracy and Mitch 
Clouser♦♦♦
Laura Clousing
Courtney Cohen♦♦
Christy Coniglio
Monica Cook♦
Mary Beth Courier♦♦
Courtney and Joe Cox♦♦
Nancy and Steve Crane♦
Ashley Croft♦
Carrie Cross♦
Katie Crowe♦
Jessica Cruze♦
Chloe Cullinan♦♦♦
Joan Kreider Dance♦
Kristina Darville♦
Emily David♦
Caitie Dawson
Brynn Dawsy
Margaret De La Rosa 
Lauren M. DeLuna♦♦
Kali Denault
Connie and Miller 
Detrick♦♦♦
Lindsey Morgan Dewey♦
Elicia Dick♦
Stacie Dickey
Hellen Dobbins♦
Lesley and Fred Dobbins♦♦
Meghan Dolan♦
Gretchen Dominguez♦♦♦
Alison Dominio♦♦
Elizabeth Donald♦♦♦
Dohnia Dorman♦
Kate Douglass♦♦
Heather Draus 
Lisa and Bryan 
Dreisbach♦♦♦
Molly Duffey♦
Karla Edwards♦
Mrs. Erin C. Elser♦♦
Margo Ennis 
Michael Jon Farrar
Ashley Faubion
Irene G.M. Ferguson♦♦
Karen Ferguson
Kimmie and Howie Fine♦♦

Mary Foley
Laura Frost♦
Lisa Gabler♦
Connie Gage
Kristina Gandre♦♦
Samantha Gant♦♦
Wendy Garraty
Cara Garvin♦♦
Whitney P. Gatz♦♦
Sally Geaney
Jane Gerrity
Ann Giles♦
Laura Lee and Matthew 
Glass♦♦♦
Catherine Godwin♦
Sarah Gogliormella♦♦
Susan Goldberg♦♦
Amy Gallo Gomez♦♦
Mary Lou Gordon♦
Kaila Gosselin♦♦
Courtney Gossen♦♦
Clara Gough
Michelle Graba♦
Alexandra Graham♦♦
Grateful Fund
Jessica Greiwe♦
Jacqueline Griggs
Faith Hackett♦
Alexandria Hall
Nicki Mohr Hall♦♦
Sarah Hampton♦
Elizabeth Harris♦♦
Shelby Harris♦
Hildie Haviland♦♦
Jen Hettinger♦♦
Kaeleigh Hill♦
Morgan Hill
Kristine Hines♦
Leslie & Adam Hodz♦♦♦
Geneva Holland♦
Naseem Hollander♦♦
Morgan Holmes♦♦
Kristin Horne♦
Miller Hoskins
Ginger Huckaby
Laura Hummel♦♦
Jennifer Hunt
Mary Beth Hunt♦♦♦
Laura Ann Hunter♦
Karen Hussey♦♦
Rachel Jackson♦♦♦
Aleks Jagiella-Litts
Mathilde Jarrett♦
Johnson Jackson PLLC



Jennifer and D. Blaine 
Johnson♦♦♦
Katie Johnson♦♦♦
Kayla Jones
Esther Kakarta
Beth and Jeff Kalicki♦♦♦
Gina Kelly
Lauren Kerr
Cheryl Currie 
Kilcoyne♦♦♦
Abby King♦
Scottie Klein
Darcy Klempner♦
Brooke and Craig Kuhl♦♦
Teneille A. Kuznicki♦♦
Chelsie  La Nore
Jeni and Michael La 
Paglia♦♦♦
Maja Lacevic♦
Danielle Laffey♦
Lynn Lamar♦♦♦
Suzanne Lambert♦
Lasting Luxe♦
Judy Lawson♦
Amanda Lazo♦
Lauren Leavine♦
Rachel Lee♦♦
Atiya Lee-Brown
Angie Lemont/
Bresnahan♦
Julie Leno
Nicholle Baxley Leonard♦
Elise and Gar Lippincott♦
Valerie Litschgi♦
Terri and Eric 
Longphee♦♦♦
Kamara Lucas
Kendra Lyman♦♦
Kristen Madhosingh♦
Lauren Maguire♦
Karyn Maguregui♦♦
Jennifer E. Malone♦♦
Samantha Manning♦♦
Judith Marks♦
Stephanie Marsan♦
Marie Marteli-Kjeer
Michelle Martin♦
Rona Martin♦
Sarah Martisek♦
Maria Papadakis Mason♦♦
Marysue and Jim 
Mathews♦♦♦
Ebony Matthews
Amanda May♦♦
Susan Mazuchowski♦

Robin K. McAllister
Megan Flynn McAteer♦
Maggie McCleland♦♦
Jen McDonald♦♦
Vivian McIlrath♦♦
Louise McLead♦♦
Jennifer McMahon
Samantha Menard♦
Katie Mendicino
Kristina Merritt♦♦
Marcelite Miller♦♦
Nicole Miller
Tina Dampf Monfreda
Erika Montanez♦
Melissa Mora♦
Melissa Morgan♦
Madeline Morris♦
Rachel Moskovitz♦
Rachel Moyers
Ramona Layne Mueller♦
Jennifer Myers 
Stacey Borsik Niebles♦♦♦
Andrea Nieto
Morgan Nobo♦
Morgan Nolan♦
Kristin Nowacki
Casey O'Brien
Gianni  O'Connor♦♦
Candy Olson♦♦
Murewa Olubela
Elise O'Malley♦♦
Brittany Outar
Andrea Oxendine♦
Alexandra H. Palermo♦♦
Karen Palori♦
Victor Panoff
Deborah Papaeconomou♦
Connie Parker
Lindsey Parks♦♦
Karen Perry♦♦
Mary Persky
Nicole Pickens
Carole Post
Danielle Post♦♦♦
Hannah Pothier♦
Cara Powell♦
Lorenda Pucci-Rey♦
Ren Pulido♦♦
Kathleen Purdy♦
Deanna Purpura-Till
Cindy Ramm♦♦♦
Michaele Rao♦
Adrienne Rea♦♦
Jennifer Renspie♦

Lillian Reyes-Joyce♦
Katie Reynolds♦♦♦
Lauren Rice♦
Chrissy Robertson
Carolyn Robinson♦♦
Jessie Roeder♦♦
Charlsey Roman♦♦♦
Kiana Romeo♦
Robin Roup - Dotting the 
Details♦
Olivia Ruiz-Carus♦♦
Jennifer Russo♦
Lisa Saenz
Ashley Sandkuhl♦
Missie Saterbo♦♦
Elizabeth Scarola♦♦
Katherine C. Scott♦♦♦
Kristin and Ryan Scully♦♦
Rachel Semago♦♦
Lindsay Sestilio♦
Danielle Shepard♦
Ann Sheppard♦♦
Meredith Sheridan♦♦
Mary Shields
Catherine Shoemaker
Lyndsey E. Siara♦♦♦
Sara Simmons
Willie Sims♦
Jennifer and Sam 
Singleton♦♦
Dori Siverio-Minardi♦♦
Amanda Smith♦♦♦
Amber E. Smith♦♦
Alison St Cyr♦♦
Kimy Marino Stallings♦♦
Mary Jane Stanley♦
Janet Starkey♦♦
Leslie A. Stauffer♦
Raena Steffen
Laura Stevenson♦♦♦
Meaza Stewart-Morrison♦
Jessica Strathman♦♦
Paul Sucec
Joanne Sullivan♦
Meghan E Sullivan♦♦
Mychael Sumby♦♦
Elise Szafranski♦♦
Ruth Tapley♦♦
Susanna Martinez 
Tarokh♦♦♦
Camille O. Thomas♦
Janae Thomas♦
Laurel Thompson♦
Corin Tomasello

Emily Tomlin♦
Emmalyne Tomlin♦
Shannon & Ray 
Tompkins♦♦♦
Anna Tosone♦♦
Rebecca and Chris 
Towner♦♦
Mary-Whitney Tozier♦
Alia Trafficante
Taylor Traviesa♦
Michelle Trazzera♦♦
Brittany Trenker♦
Elyce Turba
Shelby and Burton 
Tuttle♦♦
Jennifer Tyler♦♦
Lisl Unterholzner♦♦♦
Abby Urbanas♦
Louisa Van Eepoel
Ginny Veit♦♦♦
Penny Vinik♦♦
Mary and Dean Vitello♦♦
Jennifer Wagner
Nancy Warner♦
Morgan Gibbons 
Watson♦♦
Madeline Webster♦
Allison Welter♦♦
Cori Welty♦♦
Amanda Wiegman
Anne and David 
Williams♦♦♦
Emily Williams♦♦♦
Bianca Williams-Schafer♦
Morgan Wood♦
Leah Wooten
Ashley Wydro♦♦
Rachael Yopp♦
YouGiveGoods, LLC♦
Jacqueline Yulick
Lauren Zahnow♦
Kelsey Zink♦♦
Judith Zumwalt
Camille Zutes♦♦
Jenna Zwald♦

COMPANY MATCH 
DONORS
Abbvie Employee 
Engagement Fund
Ameriprise Financial, 
Inc.♦♦
Equinix♦♦
Institute For Cultural 
Exchange Inc.
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Donor listing as of February 7, 2022. If you believe your name was omitted in error, please contact the Fund Development 
Manager at FundDevelopmentManager@JLTampa.org.  

Multi-Year Donor Designations ♦= 2–4 years at any level     ♦♦= 5–9 years at any level    ♦♦♦= > 10 years at any level

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP♦
Prudential Advisors – 
Shanida De Gracia
Regeneron
ServiceNow♦
USAA♦

GR ANTS
Community Foundation 
Tampa Bay♦♦
TD Charitable 
Foundation♦

INKIND DONORS
Amazon.com 
Audio Visual Support 
Service, Inc.
Ava
Casey Barile♦♦
The Blind Goat Food & 
Drink Co.
Build A Bowtique – Alice 
Roland
Cindy Coney Art
The Florida Aquarium
Fred Astaire Dance Studio 
South Tampa
Green Pearl Photography
Harris Marketing Group – 
Ilean and Mathew Harris 
Jack Simmons Designs
marissa moss 
photography♦♦
MARRIN COSTELLO LLC
Publix Super Markets, 
Inc.♦♦
Rachel Merck - Amazon
Rae Jeong Art
Robin Roup – Dotting the 
Details♦
Sensory 5♦♦
Sweet Pea Lane 
Tampa Bay Parenting 
Magazine♦♦
Uniform Nametape, Inc. - 
Avery and John Colman♦♦
Vivant Event Rentals♦
Caitlin Wild 
Wright’s Gourmet House – 
Jeff Mount
ZooTampa at Lowry Park
 

ANNUAL GALA 
SPONSORS 

LEGACY AWARD 
SPONSOR
Tampa General Hospital

COMMUNITY AREA 
SPONSOR 
Hettinger Foundation

VALET SPONSOR 
The Beck Group (Tampa 
Office)

GALA SPONSORS 
Bush Ross, P.A.♦
Diamonds Direct
Dr. Linda Devine
First Citrus Bank 
— Jessica Kendall 
Hornof♦♦♦
Kirbys Mens Wear♦
Legacy Wealth Partners
Lightning Foundation♦
Majesty Title Services
Monkee's of South Tampa
Rosemary Armstrong
Smith and Associates Real 
Estate
TECO Energy - An Emera 
Company♦♦♦
The Ambersley Family 
Foundation (The Kamm 
Family)♦♦
The Law Offices of Ryan 
Cappy
The Permira Foundation

GASPARILLA INVASION 
PARTY SPONSORS
CAPTAIN SPONSOR
Stahl and Associates 
Insurance♦

FIRST MATE 
SPONSORS
Julie and Rob 
Johnston♦♦♦
Scaglione Rutemiller 
Group of Keller Williams 
South Tampa

GENER AL SPONSORS
Cogent Bank 
West Florida Fence

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS
PRESENTING SPONSOR
Publix Supermarkets, 
Inc♦♦

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Florida CattleWomen Inc♦

SILVER SPONSOR
Valley National Bank♦

BRONZE SPONSOR
Courtney and Allan 
Bilyeu♦♦
Cutco Cutlery
Dorothea Adell Tinsley 
Family Foundation♦
Johnson, Pope, Bokor, 
Ruppel & Burns, LLP
The Pink Palm♦
RSA Consulting LLC
South Tampa Kids Dental 
Krewe♦
Danielle Tinsley♦
Why Not Boutique♦

MEDIA SPONSOR
iHeart Radio Media♦
Sensory 5♦♦
Tampa Bay Parenting♦♦
Tampa Bay Times 

Donor listing as of 
June 14, 2022. If you 
believe your name 
was omitted in error, 
please contact the Fund 
Development Manager at 
FundDevelopmentManager@
JLTampa.org.  



The Junior League of Tampa’s Endowment Fund was established in 2006 with the vision to 
preserve the lasting legacy of our lifelong members. The Fund ensures fiscal stability for the 
League, allowing members to focus on our Mission no matter the circumstances. By acting 
as a cushion during times of economic uncertainty and a catalyst during times of prosperity, 
the Fund preserves the League’s legacy for years to come. 

GIVING TO THE ENDOWMENT FUND
COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS recognize significant events in the lives of JLT members. Recognized members 
are featured in The Sandspur, and all donations support the Endowment Fund. Gifts can be made at  
www.jltampa.org/commemorative . 

PLEDGES for current and future donations are accepted, allowing donors to pay over 3 years.  
Pledge forms can be accessed at www.jltampa.org/endowment. 

CONTRIBUTIONS can be made online, via check, securities, stocks and bonds, or through Charitable  
Gift Annuities.   
 
For more information, contact endowment@jltampa.org 

J L T  E N D O W M E N T  F U N D

The Founder’s Circle Endowment Donors

LEGACY FOUNDERS
The Junior League of Tampa

Campbell and Don Burton

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS
Betsy and Drew Graham

Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, in memory of Kenneth Charles Kane

FOUNDERS
Heather and Bennett Barrow

Allison and Adam Burden, in memory of Sandee Simpson Barnes  
and Jennifer Kay Barnes

Burton Family Foundation 

Laurie Ann Burton

Stacy Carlson

Pat and Calvin Carter

Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers

First Citrus Bank, in honor of Jessica Kendall

Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III

Jenay and Kevin Iurato

Helen Kerr

Ann Sells and David Miller

Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana

Terri D. Parnell

Mary, David and Abigail Persky

Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley

Lavinia Witt Touchton, in memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

1926 Society 

The Junior League of Tampa considers 
it an honor to be designated as a 
beneficiary of an estate or foundation. 
We regard this type of planned giving 
highly and recognize donors through 
membership in The Junior League 
of Tampa 1926 Society. The program 
allows you to leave your legacy in our 
community by supporting the of the 
League and its members. 

Thank you to our inaugural member of 
the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman. 

 

"OUR LIFELONG 

MEMBERS HAVE 

CREATED A L ASTING 

LEGACY WITHIN 

THE TAMPA BAY 

COMMUNIT Y. THE 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

HELPS PRESERVE  

THIS LEGACY."
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CELEBR ATING THE BIRTH OF
Hayden Parker, son of Lauren Leavine

Night Achilles Cacciatore, son of Alessandra Cacciatore

BEST WISHES TO
Jessica Cruze, on her engagement to Ian Hypes

CONGR ATULATIONS TO
Alexa Cline, on her promotion to Lead Trial Attorney  
with the State Attorney's Office, 13th Judicial Circuit

Jessica Couvertier, on her promotion to Deputy Chief  
with the State Attorney's Office, 13th Judicial Circuit

IN MEMORY OF
Joanne Baldy, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Joy Robinson Bell, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Calvin Carter, beloved husband of Patricia "Pat" Carter

Chloe Cullinan, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Tom Daley, beloved husband of Pat Daley and father of Cindy Coney

Betty Ennis, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Lucille Parsons Foster, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Lou P. Hatton, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Gloria Roberts Howell, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Joan McKay, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Wilma Martin, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Bernadina Morgan, beloved member of The Junior League of Tampa

Commemorative Gifts

THANK YOU COMMEMOR ATIVE FUND DONORS

Casey  
Barile ♦♦

Laura 
Everitt♦♦♦

Betsy and Steve 
Chambers Family 

Foundation♦♦♦
Kate 

Douglass♦♦

Stephanie and 
John Haas♦♦

Ruth and John 
Giordano♦♦♦ Lora Hulse Molly M. 

Malloy♦♦
Ruthanne 

McLean♦♦♦

Lauren Rice♦ Ann 
Thompson

Caroline and Ryan 
Vostrejs ♦♦♦ Betty Wood♦♦



Anyone who knows me, knows I love to entertain.  
Whether it is an intimate dinner party or a large 
gathering, hosting brings me a lot of joy. As my 
friends and family continue to add years of wisdom 
to their bodies, a wide variety of wellness lifestyles 
have emerged. I used to be able to make tasty 
dishes without concern of the ingredients, whereas 
now, I try to be extremely conscientious of dietary 
requests. The great news is now all our common 
grocery stores have also evolved and provide the 
ingredients needed to make classic dishes into 
ones that meet any needs for delicious vegan or 
gluten free meals. In preparation for a recent work 
dinner party, I was able to use The Junior League’s 
Life of The Party cookbook to modify a few recipes 
to make them Vegan friendly without losing any of 
the original dish’s great flavor.

You cannot have a good party without a signature 
cocktail. To pair with the fresh cool gazpacho,  
I wanted a cocktail which was just as light and 
refreshing. I turned to Capture the Coast for 
inspiration, updating the Princess Punch recipe to 
a cocktail fit for a queen. 

Refreshing Summer Entertaining  
for All Lifestyles

article + photos  CASEY BARILE
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ORIGINAL VERSION FROM  LIFE OF THE 
PARTY

•	 3-4 cucumbers peeled, chopped

•	 1 garlic clove

•	 3 cups chicken broth

•	 2 cups sour cream

•	 1 cup plain yogurt

•	 3 tablespoons white vinegar

•	 2 teaspoons salt

•	 ¼ teaspoon pepper

•	 4 tomatoes, peeled, chopped

•	 ½ cup chopped green onions

•	 ½ cup chopped fresh parsley

•	 ½ cup chopped green pepper

•	 ½ cup (or more) croutons

Process the cucumbers and garlic in a blender 
or food processor with a small amount of 
the chicken broth until well mixed. Add the 
remaining chicken broth and process until 
pureed. Combine the sour cream and yogurt 
in a large bowl. Add the pureed cucumber 
mixture gradually stirring until thin and well 
blended. Stir in the vinegar, salt and pepper. 
Chill, cover, for at least 6 hours. Serve the 
tomatoes, green onions, parsley, bell pepper 
and croutons in separate bowls as garnishes.  
Serve the gazpacho in chilled bowls as the 
first course.   
 
Yield:  6 to 12 services

THE ADULT VERSION OF PRINCESS PUNCH

•	 4 cups seedless watermelon chunks

•	 2 cups lemonade

•	 6 tablespoons Mint Simple Syrup

•	 2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

•	 1.5 cups vodka

•	 1.5 cups club soda

Process the watermelon and lemonade in a blender on low 
until smooth. Add the Mint Simple Syrup and lemon juice to 
blend briefly.  Pour through a strainer into a pitcher, pressing 
on the solids to extract as much of the juice as possible.  
You should have about 4 cups of liquid. Add the vodka and stir. 
Chill before serving. Stir in the club soda just before serving.  

Yield:  8 servings. To serve in a pitcher, double the portions.  

MODIFIED VEGAN GLUTEN FREE VERSION

•	 3-4 cucumbers peeled, chopped

•	 1 garlic clove

•	 3 cups vegetable broth

•	 2 cups kitehill plant based sour cream 
alternative 

•	 1 cup vegan plain yogurt

•	 3 tablespoons white vinegar

•	 2 teaspoons salt

•	 ¼ teaspoon pepper

•	 4 tomatoes, peeled, chopped

•	 ½ cup chopped green onions

•	 ½ cup chopped fresh parsley

•	 ½ cup chopped green pepper

•	 ½ cup (or more) Olivia’s GF Garlic croutons

Process the cucumbers and garlic in a blender 
or food processor with a small amount of the 
vegetable broth until well mixed.  Add the 
remaining vegetable broth and process until 
pureed. Combine the sour cream and yogurt 
alternatives in a large bowl. Add the pureed 
cucumber mixture gradually stirring until thin and 
well blended.  Stir in the vinegar, salt and pepper. 
When serving for a large gathering, pre-pour 
mixture into small cups. Chill, cover, for at least 
6 hours.  While chilling, tomatoes, green onions, 
parsley, and bell peppers to form a salsa type 
mixture.  When serving, top each cup with a dollop 
of tomato mixture along with 1-2 croutons.  

Yield:  12-24 small cups.

MINT SIMPLE SYRUP

•	 2 cups sugar

•	 1 cup water

•	 ¼ teaspoon fresh lemon juice

•	 1 whole cup mint leaves

Mix the sugar, water, lemon juice and 
mint in a saucepan. Bring to a boil 
over medium heat, stirring constantly.  
Reduce the heat. Simmer for 1 minute 
or until the sugar is dissolved. Remove 
form the heat to cool. Strain into a small 
pitcher, discarding the mint leaves.  

Yield: about 2 Cups.

Gazpacho Blanco Gazpacho Blanco 

Queen’s Punch
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Krista Allred  NMLS# 319001 
FBC Mortgage LLC NMLS#152859 
Mortgages Made Easy 
kallred@FBCHomeloans.com 
813.766.3313 cell/text

Jessica Kendall Hornof 
First Citrus Bank 
Personal and Business Banking 
firstcitrus.com 
jkendall@firstcitrus.com 
813.926.2848

Renee H. Dabbs - Consultant 
Change Management  
and Productivity 
Clifton Strengths Facilitator 
reneedabbs@gmail.com 
813.382.5378

Jan Cornelius, DDS 
Periodontic and Implant  
Dentistry 
DentalImplantCenter.net 
JanCornelius@DentalImplantCenter.net 
813.254.4568

Ashley Watters 
Cogent Bank 
Relationship Manager 
Commercial/ Investment  
Property Financing 
awatters@cogentbank.net 
615.476.2246

Joanne Sullivan, CFRE 
USF Health Development 
Director of Community Relations 
joannesullivan@usf.edu 
813-732-7949 

Hannah Gross 
Guardian Restoration 
Disaster Restoration and  
Construction Services 
guardianrestorationservices.com 
727.212.1202

Nancy Blake PA 
REALTOR® 
Smith & Associates Real Estate 
Tampa | St. Petersburg |  
Clearwater | Beaches | London 
O: 813.839.3800 | C: 813.892.1688 
smithandassociates.com

Clare Robbins 
Emerson Robbins  
Portrait Consultant,  
Fine Art Portraiture. 
Clarerobbins@me.com 
813.928.6902 

Kim Miller 
Majesty Title Services 
Make sure your home purchase  
has clear title! 
kmiller@majestytitle.com 
813.230.0236

Leland Baldwin  
The Law office of Leland  
Toman Baldwin 
Criminal Defense / Family Law,  
Focus on Collaborative 
115 South Albany Avenue  
Tampa, FL. 33606 
Ltbaldwinlaw@gmail.com  
813-773-5298

Jennie Smith 
Jennie Smith Interiors  
(FL License #0001644) 
Residential and Commercial  
Interior Design 
Visit my shop at 2713 S. MacDill Ave. 
813.839.7637

Jenny Spencer 
Coldwell Banker Realtor 
Jenny.Spencer@floridamoves.com 
"Here to help you with your  
Commercial & Residential Needs" 
408-234-6049

 
Ashley Zohar 
Law Office of Ashley Zohar, PLLC 
Wills, Trusts, Probate, Property, 
and Small business Law Counsel 
Ashley@AshleyZoharLaw.com 
813.992.5290

 
Amy Tamargo 
Tamargo Consulting, LLC. 
Your College Admissions Expert  
President 
at@tamargocollegeconsulting.com 
813-690-8229

 
Laura Webb 
Webb Insurance Group 
Home, Auto & Business 
Webbinsgroup.com 
813.887.5531

Come join us for lunch!

Exceptional Professionals  
is a group of Junior League women 
who gather monthly over lunch to 
share ideas and support one another 
as we navigate work, family, and 
life in general. We look forward to 
meeting in person at Seasons 52 for 
lunch, to discuss a variety of topics 
and speakers. Please join us.  

Contact Krista Allred, 813-766-3313 
and we will send you more details.

THE 2022-2023  
MEETING CALENDAR 
11:30 - 1:00 
☐ Friday, Sept 16 



LATEST LOGOS LAUNCHED

... IS YOURS NEXT? sensory5 .com
Marketing | Advertising | Design

LATEST LOGOS LAUNCHED
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Marketing | Advertising | Design

PI: Dr. Constance Visovsky,
Pro00040035

SEEKING BREAST CANCER SURVIVORS TO
PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY!

Join USF College of Nursing on a 16-week study that tests the 
effects of a home-based exercise program for women who suffer 
from peripheral neuropathy.

Eligible participants may receive a total of $125 for participating.

• Consistent monitoring of neuropathy symptoms
• Increase in muscle strength, gait and balance

POTENTIAL BENEFITS MAY INCLUDE:

To determine your eligibility, please call (813) 974-3831 or
email bhapi-research@usf.edu
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Read about our great community projects, 
interesting membership, fabulous donors  
and issues affecting the Tampa community. 
jltampa.org/sandspur 

Learn more about the League’s community 
impact work. jltampa.org

Learn about our impact in the community. 
jltampa.org/community

Follow us on Facebook. 
facebook.com/TheJuniorLeagueofTampa

Follow us on LinkedIn. 
linkedin.com/company/junior-league-of-tampa-inc 

Follow us on Instagram. @JuniorLeagueofTampa

Sharing a JLT experience? Use #myJLTampa

Support our community projects. 
jltampa.org/support

Access cookbooks and other League merchandise. 
jltampa.org/jlt-culinary-collection-cookbooks

CONNECT CONNECT 
WITH USWITH US

Family time, 
delivered.

Prices vary from in-store. Fees, tips & taxes may apply. Subject to terms & availability.

Get hand-selected, hand-delivered 
groceries right to your door in as little as 
two hours. So you can spend less time 
shopping and more time together. 

publix.com/shop
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Stacey Borsik Niebles
JLT 17 Years | RE 17 Years

Krista Maddox
JLT 23 Years | RE 17 Years

Katie Crowe
JLT 7 Years | RE 8 Years

Alex Pinta 
JLT 1 Year | RE 2.5 Years

Anne DePury
JLT 33 Years | RE 6 Years

Mary Lou Gordon
JLT 30 Years | RE 37 Years

Mary Beth Byrd
JLT 24 Years | RE 14 Years

Vicki Arthur
JLT 50 Years | RE 32 Years

Janet Mendez
JLT 44 Years | RE 25 Years

 Julie Lux
JLT 47 Years | RE 27 Years

Nancy Blake
JLT 29 Years | RE 19 Years

Molly James 
JLT 12 Years | RE 4 Years

Jen Carlstedt 
JLT 27 Years | RE 6 Years

Anne Mullis
JLT 51 Years | RE 41 Years

 

Autumn Etheredge
JLT 6 Years | RE 8 Years

Leslie Minder 
JLT 24 Years | RE 19 Years

TAMPA  |  ST. PETERSBURG  |  CLEARWATER  |  BEACHES  |  LONDON  |  813.839.3800

LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH

Smith & Associates Real Estate is proud to support The Junior League of Tampa.  
Congratulations on your collaborative work to make Tampa Bay brighter for all residents.

Thank you Smith Associates for all your amazing community work!

Kim Stallings 
JLT 11 Years | RE 8 Years SMITHISHOME.COM

SMITH IS HOME
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPERTS SINCE 1969
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