
SANDSPUR
THE www.jltampa.org

SPRING 2015

OUR MEMBERS. OUR MISSION.



2  |  Spring 2015 www.jltampa.org  |  3www.jltampa.org  |  3

2605 W. Swann Ave., Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33609 
813-872-9551  •  www.stderm.com

Your Family’s Destination for 
Comprehensive Skin Care
Your family members may have different 
priorities when it comes to skin care.

Whether you are trying to control acne before 
it becomes scarring; are concerned about 
a suspicious mole; or just want to 
minimize wrinkles and look more 
youthful and refreshed, you want 
to see dermatology experts who 
have the knowledge, experience 
and  resources  to  address 
your concerns. You want 
Comprehensive Skin Care.

Dr. Linda Flynn, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Our practice is proud 
to be certified by:

BOTOX     JUVEDERM     IPL     FRACTORA     FRACTORA FORMA     

LASER HAIR REMOVAL     FACIAL PEELS     ZO SKIN HEALTH    PICOSURE

Abigail Ray 
ARNP-BC

Dana Hess 
PA-C    JLT-Active
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FIND YOUR PATH...BLAZE A TRAIL 
TANYA EGGER

When I fi rst joined The Junior League of 
Tampa 10 years ago, I had a vision for the 
path I would take in my League career. I 
wanted my placements to be something 
different than what I do every day. I’ve been 
working in the Communications fi eld for 
19 years.

I was asked early on to work on the Public 
Relations committee or write for one of the 
League’s publications. But as a member of 
the media, my initial reaction was to take 
on new roles. So I immersed myself in 
placements with Connected by 25, Project 
Development and Evaluation Committee 
(PDEC), Holiday Gift Market, and the 
Glazer Children’s Museum. They were all 
great placements; I met great friends, was 
inspired by wonderful leaders, and I learned 
so much about the League.

It was not until the latter part of my League 
career that I began to realize I had real 
talents that could help the League. Leaders 
in the League and many friends urged me 
to consider taking a new path. 

So I started looking into leadership 
opportunities in areas that I felt I had an 
expertise in. I believe this new focus on 

my JLT volunteer work has helped to bring 
more attention to the great work that is 
going on every day by The Junior League 
of Tampa members and has also helped 
me grow in my professional life. My skills 
as an interviewer and an editor helped 
launch the League’s fi rst video series. Those 
videos have now won the WEDU Be More 
Relevant, Best Use of Video Award. My 
experience in communications has allowed 
The Sandspur committee to tackle some 
very important issues and dig deep into our 
history as a League.

We all have a decision to make every year 
when the Nominating process begins and 
when Willingness to Lead comes around. 
Whether you decide to go out of your 
comfort zone and try something different, or 
if you decide to give back doing something 
you're good at, your path in the League will 
blaze a trail for those that follow you.

Tanya Egger
Editor

TANYA EGGER
Editor, The Sandspur

Active Since 2005



6  |  Spring 2015

EMPOWERING WOMEN 
When women work together, magic happens. We 
take a look at some key areas where women can 
empower each other.222222
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ON THE COVER
Our Members. Our Mission. 

Kids Connect committee 
member Monica Murphy, a 
JLT Active, takes time out 
from the fi rst Annual Adoptive 
Family Reunion Picnic at Old 
McMicky’s Farm to share why 
she volunteers. See more from 
our members in our I Volunteer 
Because article on page 30.

Designed by Sensory 5

IN EVERY ISSUE

WHAT’S INSIDE | feature stories

The Crown Automotive Group thanks each of the 1,800 women of
The Junior League of Tampa who donate more than 75,000 hours
of service each year to helping families and charitable causes.
You make the Tampa Bay area a better place to live. 

We realize at Crown that our lives are intertwined. Not only
through the automobile related work we do but in other ways,
such as how our families and yours are supported in our
communities through education, the arts, and the great medical
services available to all of us. Like you, we realize that there are
those less fortunate than us and we strive to help as we can in our
way to support those organizations. In that way, we are all related.

The Crown Automotive Group is proud to support The Junior
League of Tampa.

If we can ever help you with a vehicle purchase, you will find our
family of dealerships conveniently located along U.S. 19, just
minutes from Tampa.

I VOLUNTEER BECAUSE 
We all give of our time for different reasons. Find 
out why members of The Junior League of Tampa 
continue to volunteer for others.30
PROVISIONALS
We introduce you to our newest League members 
who are a group of hardworking professionals, 
moms and advocates. They are truly in a league of 
their own.34

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Through our eleven community projects, we impact 
the lives of thousands of women and children every 
year. Meet some of the young adults who have a 
bright future ahead.26

CONVERSATIONS
Advisor, mentor, friend. The chain of mentoring is 
seen in all aspects of the League. We show you 
how the chain continues from year to year.5252

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Meet the dynamic woman who has been chosen to 
lead our members in 2015-2016. She gives multi-
tasking a whole new meaning.40
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THE SANDSPUR, the offi cial magazine of The Junior 
League of Tampa is published four times a year.

For advertising, please email: 
sandspurads@jltampa.org or call (813) 254-1734

CONNECT WITH US
Read about our great community projects, 

interesting membership, fabulous donors, and 
issues affecting the Tampa Bay Community.

jltampa.org/the-sandspur

Keep a fi nger on the pulse of 
what’s going on in the League.

jltampa.org

Find information highlighting the work 
we are doing with our community partners.

jltampa.org/community

Enjoy some “Face” time.

facebook.com/TheJuniorLeagueofTampa

Follow us on Twitter

@JLTampa

Support our great community projects

jltampa.org/support-us

Find Cookbooks & other League merchandise

jltampa.org/cookbooks

Design & Layout | Sensory 5 | www.sensory5.com

Founded in 1926, The Junior League of Tampa, 
Inc. is an organization of over 1,800 women 

committed to promoting voluntarism, developing 
the potential of women, and improving 

communities through effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose 

is exclusively educational and charitable.

Freshly Squeezed Ideas

SM

Marketing | Advertising | Design
sensory5.com

A f loral design boutique specializing  
in weddings & events

AndreaLayneFloralDesign.com

Photo by: Blue Lane Studio 
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Head to the Visit Tampa Bay Visitor Center 
and peruse a treasure chest of gi� s and 
gear. Mention this ad and get 10% off !

SHARE TAMPA’S 
TREASURES
GIFTS FOR FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS.

Official Tampa Bay Visitor Center
615 Channelside Dr.  •  Suite 101A
Tampa, FL 33602 • (813) 226-0293

Head to the Visit Tampa Bay Visitor Center 
and peruse a treasure chest of gi� s and 
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LYNETTE RUSSELL

This slogan was made famous over 25 
years ago by American Express™. I feel this 
is very true for the members of The Junior 
League of Tampa as well. At a recent 
New Member Preview, where numerous 
members, myself included, spoke about 
the League and what we do, this statement 
popped into my head. As I listened to the 
different members talk about what Junior 
League means to them, it became clear to 
me that there are many tangible privileges 
of being a member, but the intangible 
benefi ts make the biggest impact. 

To me, the most obvious concrete benefi t 
of membership is being a part of our long 
and rich history of community impact. The 
dollars raised, lives effected and change 
produced within the past 89 years has been 
tremendous. However, it is the relationships 
made, nonprofi ts created and infl uence our 
projects and partners have had on member’s 
personal lives that are equally impressive. 
Throughout the decades, women have 
found their passion, gone on to volunteer 
or work with these agencies or even 
create their own organization beyond the 
JLT commitment. Recently, the Children’s 
Board’s Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay’s Be 
Mine Gala had 15 JLT members on its host 
committee. Active Heather Barrow founded 
High Risk Hope four years ago and was 
recently awarded Nonprofi t of the Year at 
WEDU’s Be More Awards. Past President 
Allison Burden is consulting with Wheels for 
Success in marketing and public relations, 
and this is just to name a few!

Another visible privilege is JLT’s long 
standing commitment to developing the 
potential of women. We train women to be 
volunteers by providing ample opportunities 
to learn about our community’s needs and 
offer hands-on service projects that address 
these needs. We offer trainings in public 
speaking, fi nancial and estate planning 

and a leadership development program. 
Additionally, our parent organization, The 
Association of Junior Leagues International 
(AJLI) provides webinars with nationally 
acclaimed speakers, self-paced courses, 
and access to tools to support member 
development. What isn’t so concrete is the 
personal growth that happens over time. For 
me personally, this has taken many forms. In 
the past few years I have honed the art of 
multi-multi-tasking, often sitting with my lap 
top, using my iPad and talking on a phone all 
at the same time. Another is realizing there 
is always a way to accomplish what you 
need to, I often say, “if plan A doesn’t work, 
there are 25 other letters in the alphabet” 
Possibly the most important area of growth 
for me is listening. I mean really listening, 
which is not easy when you are multi-multi-
tasking. Hearing my children tell me a silly 
story, listening to friends in a time of need 
or joy, or understanding members concerns 
or hearing about their triumphs. Taking a 

“moment” has made a huge impact in my life. 

As a part of AJLI, members also receive 
perks. They provide online learning 
opportunities and discounts on numerous 
products and services such as car rentals, 
hotels and resorts and group insurance plans. 
But being a part of AJLI also provides an 
instant connection with over 292 Leagues 
and 150,000 women around the world all 
committed to the same mission. Being a 
part of JLT provides life-long friendships, 
mentors and mentees, and a parade of 
great times. Membership truly does have 
its privileges.

Lynette Russell
President

LYNETTE RUSSELL
President

Active Since 2001

“The purpose of life, after 
all, is to live it, to taste 

experience to the utmost, 
to reach out eagerly and 

without fear for newer and 
richer experience.”

— Eleanor Roosevelt

Membership Has Its Privileges traciedomino.com813.810.0621

Photo Credit: Justin DeMutiis Photography

813.929.8729 • 727.571.1525 • TampaPoolFence.com

• Lifetime warranty • Self-closing key-lockable gates
• Next day installation available • Family Owned

Decorative Colors Available

SERVICING HILLSBOROUGH, PINELLAS, AND PASCO COUNTIES

License #150177

Custom Designed Pool Fences and Nets
$25 OFF

Any Self Closing 
Gate Or Net

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

Pool Guard clients 
Angier (JLT Active) 
& Robert Miller with 
their son Alexander 

& pup George. 
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Suzy Mendelson, Membership Vice President, joined The Junior League of 
Tampa 13 years ago when her life and the League were a bit different. Over 
time, Suzy’s involvement in the League changed too. It took a while for Suzy 
to understand that no matter where a member is in their interest level, their 
profession or the amount of time they have available for volunteer work, the 
League offers an array of opportunities.

Suzy fi rst joined The Junior League of Tampa at the age of 23 and enjoyed 
the social and growth aspects the League provided. Over the next few years, 
Suzy searched for what she refers to as her League “light bulb,” trying different 
placements and eagerly learning about the impact that she could make in the 
community. While Suzy served as a Community Action Coordinator, she had 
the opportunity to work with League member, Kim Carswell. Suzy says that 
Kim, through her leadership and organization, made her realize that there is a 
“place” for every member, no matter where they are in their life. This is when 
Suzy’s ‘League light bulb’ lit up!

Suzy is now a wife, mother, Vice President at The Elan Group (an employee 
benefi ts company) and Executive Board member in The Junior League of 
Tampa. She understands that an individual member’s priorities, interests and 
time availability change over the span of a League career, but believes that as 
your life evolves there is always an opportunity to be successful as a volunteer. 
She encourages members to do their homework, use the resources available 
in the League and understand it is ok to take a step back or take on a new 
challenge as your time allows.

“Each day I am proud to be a member of The Junior League of Tampa,” Suzy 
stated. She offered this thoughtful advice for our members: “Take each day as 
it comes and really feel great about your successes. Learn and grow from your 
experiences and make conscious decisions about what you want to do and 
where you want to go. The journey is different for everyone.”

SEARCHING FOR YOUR 
LEAGUE “LIGHT BULB” 
A CONVERSATION WITH SUZY MENDELSON — MEMBERSHIP VP

SUZY MENDELSON
Membership VP

Active Since 2003

by CRYSTAL IRVING 

Back again is the Academy of the Holy Names’ ever-popular 
Summer on Bayshore with exciting weekly camps led by 
our outstanding faculty. Choose from themed day camps, 
technology, sports, enrichment and review and arts studio 
camps. Complete session information and online registration 
available at www.holynamestpa.org.

3319 Bayshore Boulevard • Tampa, Florida 33629

813-839-5371 • www.holynamestpa.org

Suzy Mendelson moderated the Sustainer of the Year Panel

Suzy Mendelson moderated the Sustainer of the Year Panel
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A Lifelong Commitment to Help
by DADA GLASER

2014–2015
Sustainer Offi cers
 Sustainer President
Dada Glaser

President-Elect
Susan Kynes Baldwin

Recording Secretary
Elaine Sweeney

Corresponding Secretary
Denise Cassedy

The League's Sustainer membership has changed over the past 20 years. These days, 
more than half of our Sustainers work outside of the home and many Sustainers still 
have young children at home when they go “sustaining.” These women are doing it all.
Even with so many responsibilities, there remains a passionate desire to give back to 
our community and to serve others. It is hard to forget what we learned as Actives: 
that what we do, and have done, truly makes an impact in our community and on 
our citizens. 

Becoming a Sustainer sets you free to choose your path as a volunteer. Not all of us 
are certain of our direction. A panel of women who have been named Sustainers of 
the Year, including Robin Gonzalez (2014), Harrison Giddens (2013), Celia Ferman 
(1996) and Joanne Frazier (1987), suggest just putting your feet on the ground and 
moving in a direction — volunteering where you have a passion or interest or skill 
set that very well may have been learned or acquired during your time as an Active. 
Everything you try will help you fi nd the activity that provides a spark within.

Educator Robin Gonzalez taught middle and high school social studies and reading, 
but the historic preservation of her beloved Tampa was her passion. As a Sustainer, 
Robin developed a curriculum to study our city’s historic areas and heritage. She 
followed her interests and used her background in education to promote and educate 
her community.

Harrison Giddens was always interested in the arts and history. The Tampa Museum, 
the Tampa Theatre, H. B. Plant Museum Society, The Chiselers, The Tampa Bay 
History Center and the Children's Home all play to her passion. Being Patron's Party 
Chairman and Decorations Chair of these organizations peaked her interest and raised 
thousands of dollars. Who knows? It could have been her success as Decorations 
Chair at so many events that evolved into her successful business, Floral Impressions. 
Harrison has sold her business now, but she has not stopped volunteering.

So, go ahead — take a leap. If you’re not sure what to do or what direction to take, 
just do SOMETHING. Follow a friend, fi nd an interest and proceed. And never forget 
that you have been trained by The Junior League of Tampa.

Dada Glaser
Sustainer President

TM

Our expert chefs start with the freshest, all-natural 
ingredients and craft them into delicious, perfectly-
portioned meals with one goal in mind: to power 
you to be your best.

100% all-natural 
meals that taste a  
lot like greatness.

South Tampa  |  Carrollwood  |  Countryside  |  St. Petersburg  |  SOHO

Brandon  |  Downtown Tampa

(813) 476-2620 | info@tampapoolservicesinc.com

TAMPAPOOLSERVICESINC.COM

• Reliable and professional
• Stain treatment
• Green pool cleanup
• Affordable, full-service, 

weekly pool maintenance

OWNER BOB SHERIDAN

KEEP 
YOUR 
POOL 
BLUE 
YEAR 
ROUND!

get fab in-a-flash

bodybyblo.com
blomedry.com

blo|body tampa
4102-2 West Boy Scout Boulevard,
Tampa, Florida 33607 • 813 877 2639
blotampa@blomedry.com

Whether you’re going for a pretty and polished 
mani/pedi, or flawless tresses Blo|Body Tampa 
will make your wildest beauty wishes come true, 
seven days a week. 

Plus! Junior League members get $5 off of any service 
for a limited time, with the code bloheartsjlt! 
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Sustainer of the Year Panel Reception

Sustainer Day at the Races

Sustainer Day at the Races
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ulie Shematz was accustomed to using her body 
to make money. Being exploited was a way of 
life for her for several years. Formerly an exotic 

dancer, Julie is now the Director of Social Services for 
The Salvation Army Tampa Area Command. 

Her story of domestic and sexual abuse, addiction and 
human traffi cking victimization, and then starting over 
and becoming a woman who helps others rebuild their 
lives is a story of God’s grace and redemption, she said. 
Today, Julie helps other women, men and children fi nd 
a way out of being traffi cked and exploited. Part of that 
restoration process begins at the Salvation Army safe 
house that she oversees.

Running a safe house means providing more than a safe 
place – it means providing an environment that is warm, 
comfortable and conducive to restoration. In 2014, The 
Junior League of Tampa helped transform a portion of the 
safe house into an apartment-like setting for traffi cking 
victims. 

“JLT transformed the space at The Salvation Army to allow 
them to bring in more human traffi cking victims because 
the transitional house is often full. There is a shortage 
of beds for these victims and unfortunately, too many 
need a safe place to go.” explained Michelle Repplinger, 
2013-2014 JLT Abolish Chair.

The space is now welcoming — decorated walls with 
inspirational messages, a library of books, television and 
clean, attractively made beds. 

Since opening last year, 28 people including fi ve men 
have progressed through the house. For Mary (not her 
real name), a 32 year-old mother, her stay at the safe 
house and meeting Shematz was a blessing.

A Tampa police offi cer found Mary and learned she was 
sometimes homeless and being exploited by a boyfriend. 
She was referred to Shematz and stayed in the safe 
house for a couple of months before transitioning into a 
more stable environment. 

“This place has been a real blessing,” Mary said. “I’m not 
sure what I would have done without it.”

“The safe house’s structure is transitional. It is meant to 
be a temporary solution – getting survivors off the streets 
and away from their traffi ckers,” Julie said. The safe house 
may be temporary, but the support is unconditional. While 
in the safe house, survivors work with case workers to 
help them make a plan for the longer-term. The next step 
may be moving out into an apartment, or to a rehabilitation 
program, or other long term shelter.

Human Traffi cking is a story not everyone wants to hear 
or talk about. However, it is one of the fastest growing 

Members of the Tampa City Ballet performed a brilliant piece, Protecting Innocence, which 
premiered during the League’s Art for Abolish event, a sold-out multidisciplinary arts event 
on January 15, 2015.

JLT members helped to transform a portion of the safe house at the Salvation Army to give victims 
of human traffi cking a safe, comfortable place to stay.

To increase awareness about human traffi cking, The Junior League of Tampa collaborated with the 
13th Judicial Circuit of Florida to display the Casting Justice sculpture series by Junior League of 
Gainesville member Jenn Garrett. Each piece has a QR code telling the story of a traffi cked victim. 

crimes in the world. The International Labor Offi ce estimates 
that more than $150 billion in illegal profi ts are generated 
annually. There are more than 21 million people enslaved 
in the world today – more than at any other time in history. 
You may think those numbers do not impact you. However, in 
2013 Florida ranked 3rd nationally in the number of Human 
Traffi cking calls to the National Human Traffi cking Resource 
Center, with Tampa Bay considered a hot bed for traffi ckers. 

Experts suggest the high volume of calls from Florida to 
the center is attributed to several things: the Interstate 4 
corridor which connects east and west Florida, professional 
sports teams and a booming tourist industry. Tampa also 
hosts one of the largest “adult” entertainment industries in 
the nation, which makes the state the “perfect storm” for 
traffi ckers and their victims.

Sex traffi cking exists at legal establishments like strip 
clubs, escort services and massage parlors. Illegal brothels 
and street prostitution can also facilitate the traffi cking of 
individuals.

According to the Department of Homeland Security, there 
are more adult entertainment facilities than McDonald’s in 
the Tampa Bay area.

For people like Julie Shematz, the numbers are no deterrent, 
as she is always motivated to help the next person fi nd 
freedom and a new life.

Julie works with over 100 community partners to help people 
who have been traffi cked and/or exploited restore the life 
they once had. These organizations include, The Tampa 
Police Department, Department of Homeland Security, The 
Salvation Army, The FREE Network, and The Junior League 
of Tampa, just to name a few. 

In addition to our work at the Salvation Army safe house, 
The Junior League of Tampa is making an impact in the 
area of human traffi cking through The Abolish Movement™. 
The Abolish Movement™ is a human traffi cking awareness 
campaign which aims to:

• Raise community awareness of the scope of the Human 
Traffi cking problem;

• Empower the community to report suspicious activity; and
• Reach victims who need to know where to go for help.

The Junior League of Tampa strives to educate and advocate 
about human traffi cking within the Tampa Bay area and 
to rally the community into action. Through the work of 
the League and over 100 Tampa Bay nonprofi ts, human 
traffi cking survivors are able to navigate through the black 
hole of shame and abandonment to hope and restoration.

by DULCINEA KIMREY
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life for her for several years. Formerly an exotic 
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BREAKING 
THROUGH THE CHAINS   

J
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The Junior League of Tampa in partnership with WEDU will 
launch The Luminaries – an annual award luncheon to recognize 
outstanding women and men who have, through their inspiring 
leadership, made a lasting impact on the Tampa community.  

2015 LUMINARIES AWARD HONOREES 
Governor Bob Martinez · Sister Claire LeBoeuf, CSC · Richard Gonzmart 

At the luncheon, the League will showcase – for the fi rst time – 
the digital biographies, created by WEDU, of these Luminaries 

award honorees.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT BECOMING A SPONSOR OR TO 
PURCHASE TICKETS, PLEASE VISIT: JLTAMPA.ORG/LUMINARIES

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2015 
at the Hilton Tampa Downtown

REGISTRATION OPENS AT 11AM 
EVENT BEGINS AT 12 NOON
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uilding a strong community means more than 
just finding the ideal place to live, finding the 
right school for your children, and looking for the 

perfect job or volunteer opportunity. As women, a strong 
community of female counterparts – our friends, peers, 
and co-workers – helps to support us, build us up, and 
offer us direction. It can be a powerful outcome when 
women get together for information sharing, networking, 
and raising our family. 

For years, as her job became more demanding, India 
Witte, a mother of two, periodically found herself turning 
to a small circle of friends for help. India is the Executive 
Director of USF Women in Leadership and Philanthropy 
and Senior Director of Foundation Board Relations 
for USF. Her children, 10-year-old Ingalls and 8-year-
old Tucker are active in school and in sports. India, a 
Junior League of Tampa member since 1999, and now a 
Sustainer, says when her husband David is not available, 
she looks to her close group of mom friends to help 
carpool her children to sports activities.

“I have them on speed text. If a meeting goes late at 
work, I know I can grab my phone and see which of my 
friends is available. And it’s reciprocal – they know they 
can always count on me.”

India believes that, as women, we have to accept that 
things are not always going to be perfect. “We all want 
to look like we have it all under control. But I have found 
that you have to allow yourself to be vulnerable and ask 
for help. I came to realize and celebrate that asking for 
help is not a failure. It helps develop a unique, very special 
sense of camaraderie, a realization and appreciation that 
we’re all in this together.” 

Women are nurturers by nature and gain satisfaction 
by feeling needed. Asking for help strengthens and 
enhances our relationships when you show you “can’t do 
it all.” A study by UCLA scientists suggests relationships 
among women can reverse daily stress. It may explain why 
women consistently outlive men. The UCLA study found 
in women, social ties reduce our health risks. 

India says taking help graciously and extending that back 
builds a rapport and opens doors to new relationships. It 
also starts a close-knit bond because it allows for dialogue 
as we all work with the challenges of managing our time.
Women now comprise more than 50% of the U.S. 
workforce and more women than men are earning college 
degrees. In addition, more women than ever before 
are joining the ranks of leadership in corporations and 
governments.

B

EMPOWERING   
   WOMEN

by TANYA EGGER

Renee Dabbs, a strategic consultant, has spent her 
career creating environments for women to be successful. 
She has worked for a number of years in marketing, 
communications, and imaging. Renee is a Sustainer with 
The Junior League of Tampa and believes one to one 
relationships with women are critical. 

“I believe in women and what we can do collectively. 
We have more in common than we realize and once we 
understand that, we are unstoppable.”

Renee has taught the concept of “Turn, Pull, Shove, Catch” 
- when you succeed, you turn around and pull up another 
woman. “That's our true role. We should always turn 
around and see the women who are in need of support 
and help pull them up as a leader as well. Women will 
then rise up and do the same for another woman. Often 
women need to be asked to take a leadership role. That 
is where a little shove comes into play.”

Renee is co-chair of Women Empowering Women in 
Legislation and Leadership (WeWill) along with another 
JLT Sustainer Jen Carlstedt. It is a non-partisan, political 
symposium designed to identify ways women can be 
relevant in the political process. At the spring 2014 
symposium, women from government, political, corporate, 
and nonprofit sectors shared their knowledge with each 
other.

The objective for the symposium was to create a way for 
women to become engaged in all parts of the political 
process — getting out to vote, getting appointed to a 
commission or a governing board, throwing their hat in 
a political race, or understanding the issues that affect 
their families and community. 

“We knew when we brought all these women in one room, 
we would have a combustion of energy and ideas. We 
hoped that after the meeting, 40% of attendees would 
take action when they left (vote, run for office, write a 
check to an organization they believed in),” explained 
Renee. 

Three months later, the co-chairs conducted a survey 
that showed that’s exactly what happened. “We took the 
mystery out of the process.”

More than 100 women attended the WeWill Symposium 
in the spring of 2014, and the word is out. Two hundred or 
more women are already expected to attend the second 
meeting in fall 2015. The attendees understood not 
only the political process but also what to do with this 
knowledge to affect their community.

We all have the power to unlock the potential in ourselves 
and in other women. More and more groups are forming 

with the intent of bringing women together, to share ideas, 
network, and inspire women in their professional and 
personal lives.

Paola Schifino is President and Co-Founder of Schifino 
Lee, a Tampa advertising and branding agency. Paola 
works with million dollar companies launching advertising 
and rebranding campaigns that result in huge revenue 
increases. She was named a “40 Under 40” winner by 
Tampa Bay Business Journal and a Business Woman of 
the Year finalist, also by Tampa Bay Business Journal, in 
2008 and 2013.

Paola is part of many different business organizations. 
One group in particular, Bank of Tampa’s Women 
Connected, allows her to meet other like-minded women, 
including business entrepreneurs - women she calls the 
movers and shakers in the community. Paola is on the 
Women Connected Advisory Board and says they work 
to collaborate on ideas and strategies to help each other 
in the business world. “We learn and network and try to 
support each other.”

There is still a lack of representation by women in the 
board room among private and public corporations. But 
with more women in the workforce, we can see the true 
benefits of becoming advisors and collaborating with 
other women. 

“The trend started about 10 years ago, women started 
feeling very comfortable networking with each other 
and partnering with each other. In the past, that wasn’t 
happening,” explained Paola.

Paola says realizing someone’s potential can help 
launch that person in the right direction professionally. 
Paola looks for the best candidate for any position, but 
when that candidate is a woman, Paola says working 
together opens up more doors simply based on our 
commonalities.
 
“Women share the same passions. Today women are 
changing the world and they are empowered to do so. 
When we work together, it allows us to find common 
ground and make a difference. Today women point out 
when they see another women doing great work and they 
are not afraid to tell them,” said Paola.

There is still work to be done but when women believe 
in themselves, great things happen. Building a strong 
community means celebrating another woman’s 
success, telling a female co-worker they did a great 
job on a project, or mentoring a younger female. When 
those bonds are made, the entire community will reap 
the benefits.
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MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE 
IN OTHER PEOPLE’S LIVES

by NANCY BURKE 

STEVEN HERALDO 
Steven entered the foster care system when he was 16, and spent the next two 
years being shuffl ed around between group homes — fi ve different homes by the 
time he turned 18. With just two days’ notice, Steven would have to start all over, 
building relationships with other kids in the group home and adjusting to a new 
environment. The change was heartbreaking for him because many of the kids he 
lived with became like family to him. Younger kids became attached to him and 
he suffered a loss with every move. Because of the constant upheavals, Steven 
became distant and unable to properly express his emotions, which lead to fi ghting 
with other kids and staff members. 

Steven admits that life started to get better when he became part of JLT’s Ready 
to Achieve Project through Connected by 25. Staff members motivated him and 
gave him the confi dence he needed to look towards the future. He started to 
communicate and work through some of his suppressed emotions. Steven never 
really thought about his future before, but in talking with members of the League 
and staff from Connected by 25, he began to see that pursuing a college degree, 
a career, and having a family all seemed attainable. When he aged out of the 
system, Steven received the support and the means to start a new life on his own 

from the program. There were some struggles along the way, such as learning how to manage money. But the reality hit 
him hard when he didn’t have any food in the pantry. Steven learned how to be responsible, manage his time and money. 
Today, he currently attends college full time and is studying to be a nurse.

CHAVON 
Chavon has been part of The Children’s Board Heart Gallery of Tampa for over a 
year. Members of The Junior League of Tampa fi rst met Chavon through JLT’s Girl 
Power! Project at the Joshua House. At the initial meeting, she was shy. Chavon 
says she didn’t think of the future and wasn’t focused on her goals. But through 
Girl Power! , she developed self-confi dence and talked about her short term and 
long term goals. She shared that she hopes to be a surgeon one day. Chavon is 
an honor roll student and enjoys helping people. She has learned a lot from the 
leadership of League members and wants to give back to the community someday. 
Chavon now sees she is in control of her own destiny and is looking forward to 
what’s ahead. She admires how generous, kind, and loving the women of JLT are 
and she is grateful to those at the Heart Gallery. Chavon feels like she has people 
who are on her side and who truly care about her. 

he Junior League of Tampa believes, through the work of our volunteers, we can strengthen and transform 
communities. The hope of our members is to remove the barriers to success that limit a child’s ability to 
improve their life. Our work with the Children’s Board Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay and our H.E.A.R.T project 

provides children in foster care a birthday party or helps celebrate other milestones in their lives. We also partner 
with Connected by 25 with our Ready to Achieve project which provides life skills to young adults as they age out 
of foster care and assists them as they prepare for their independence. We introduce you to three young adults we 
have had the privilege of assisting through our projects and have had the chance to watch them grow and thrive. 

TATIANO PALACIOS
Tatiano Palacios started in the foster care system when she was very young, and 
dropped out of school when she was in the 8th grade. She didn’t like school and 
didn’t consider herself the ‘student-type.’

When she became part of JLT’s Partner Project, Connected by 25, she recalls 
not liking it and was not devoted to the work. During that time, she ran away from 
group homes regularly, quit the program and lacked a purpose. But when Tatiano 
was 16, a lightbulb went off. She realized the path she was going down wasn’t a 
healthy one and wanted to change. She decided to re-join Connected by 25 to 
re-establish her goals and create a plan to get there with the help of her teachers. 
“Life was rocky for me for a long time,” recalled Tatiano. “When you see people 
around you doing the bare minimum, you don’t care to do anything more. Anyone 
can do the bare minimum, but I knew I didn’t want that.” 

Instead of running away, Tatiano created a plan to graduate by age 17. She spent 
most evenings studying for exams. She remembers receiving the phone call from one of her teachers telling her that she 
would receive her high school diploma. The feeling of setting and meeting a goal was very new and extremely satisfying 
for her. “I felt if I can do this, I can do other things, too,” she said.

Being part of Connected by 25 gave Tatiano hope for achieving future goals. She currently attends community college 
and also has a job working in customer service. She wants to earn her Master’s degree, teach in a private school and 
buy her own home someday. Tatiano now has confi dence in herself and sees herself in a whole new light. From JLT 
members, she learned not only how to dress for interviews, but that there is a support system in the community if you 
need it. Tatiano says she is thankful for the nice people she met along the way. 

26  |  Spring 2015 www.jltampa.org  |  27

Children’s Board Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay
Photo by Marissa Moss



www.jltampa.org  |  29

www.smeds.org

•Challenging Academics              •Competitive Athletics        •Performing and Visual Arts
•Foreign Language Instruction    •Religious Education           •Advanced Technology
•Video Production Activities        •Global Studies                     •Community Service
                                                            •Exciting Enrichment Opportunities

Now Enrolling Pre-K through 8th Grade Students 
for the 2015-16 Academic Year — Call Today!{ }

2101 S. Hubert Avenue Tampa   (813) 258-5508

SMEDS_HalfPage_ad_Layout 1  10/20/14  6:37 PM  Page 1

3215 s macdill ave suite h   |   tampa, fl 33629   |   813.443.4984
tampa@bellabridesmaids.com

Love. Family. Friends. Fun!
Be inspired.  Experience a Bella Bridesmaids showroom 

for the largest selection of bridesmaids dresses. 

Franchise Opportunities www.bellabridesmaids.com

birmingham, al • mobile, al • los angeles, ca • orange county, ca • san diego, ca • san francisco, ca • denver, co • westport, ct 
 west hartford, ct • washington, dc • jacksonville, fl • orlando, fl • palm beach, fl • tampa, fl • atlanta, ga • chicago, il • indianapolis, in

kansas city • baton rouge, la • new orleans, la • shreveport, la • boston, ma • baltimore, md • minneapolis, mn • saint louis, mo • jackson, ms 
 madison, nj • las vegas, nv • new york city • charlotte, nc • raleigh, nc • cleveland, oh • pittsburgh, pa • charleston, sc • columbia, sc

greenville, sc • memphis, tn • nashville, tn • austin, tx • dallas, tx • houston, tx • san antonio, tx • richmond, va • seattle, wa • milwaukee, wi



30  |  Spring 2015 www.jltampa.org  |  31

I VOLUNTEER BECAUSE...
by TARA DILLON AND ANGELA PARONE

other, Daughter, Colleague, Mentor… in an organization of over 1,800 women we all have something we are 
committed to being. How about a Volunteer? For members in The Junior League of Tampa, volunteering 
is another commitment that we are proud to take on within the Tampa Bay community. 

As one of the League’s values, we are constantly promoting voluntarism by creating a supportive, safe environment that 
encourages the continuous development of women to reach their highest potential as civic and community leaders. 

We all have reasons why we take time out of our schedules to give back to the community – purpose, making a 
difference, giving back, impact – and when you ask a League member, they’re eager to share why they volunteer.  

  M

We spoke to ladies attending the February 3rd and March 
3rd General Membership Meetings where we all gather to 
be in the know of League happenings and asked, “Why 
do you volunteer?”

“I volunteer because…we were put on earth for a purpose 
and I feel that my purpose in life is fulfi lled when I am 
serving others. As a volunteer, I get so much more joy out of 
serving others than I could ever give to those I am serving; 
it's that joy that keeps me coming back!” – Sarah S. Taylor

“I volunteer because…I know I can make a difference and 
what a fantastic adventure my life has become now that I 
volunteer!” – Courtney Bilyeu

“I volunteer because…I want to make a difference! Whether 
it's a difference in one child's life as they learn what foods will 
make them stronger & healthier or bringing a whole community 
together to kickoff summer in a positive way ... That's why I 
volunteer!” – Ashley Tardiff 

“I volunteer because…I see how much the children are learning 
and having fun during Family Literacy Nights and it makes me 
feel like I'm giving some of that good fortune that I had growing 
up back to them. I volunteer because the appreciation on the 
parents’ faces when they get to take food home for the week 
makes donating a few hours of my time seem like the least I 
can do.” – Lauren Natale 

“I volunteer because…being able to put a smile on someone's 
face by just spending a few hours with them is something that 
is worth more than anything bought.” – Colleen Moffett (Balco) 

We spoke to ladies attending the February 22th Training 
Event where we learned about Women, Wealth and Wills; 
taking control of household fi nances and setting us up for 
success. While there we asked, “Why do you volunteer?”

“I volunteer because…I want to give back to my community. 
Tampa has done so much for me, and I want to pay it forward 
as much as I can.” – Lena Cabrera McCrory

“I volunteer because…I love seeing fi rsthand the impact JLT 
has in our community.” – Kelli Pace Hardiman

“I volunteer because…I know I can't fi x all of the world's 
problems, but I will do what I can do, to make a difference 
where I can right here in our Tampa community.” – Kat Lewis

“I volunteer because…it is the ultimate expression of our 
individual power to impact the greatest good. Through 
voluntarism, we empower the success of others by improving 
the lives and circumstances of the most disadvantaged children 
and families in our community.” – Melissa Knight Nodhturft 

We spoke to ladies attending the February 21st 
Food 4 Kids packing event at the Feeding America 
facility. While there, we were able to participate in 
assembling more than 700 backpacks containing 
food that will be distributed to children in local 
communities facing hardships. As we fi nished 
fi lling our bags, we asked “Why do you volunteer?”

“I volunteer because…I want to strengthen
our community by supporting our youth and 
improving their education.” – Sarah Walters

“I volunteer because … of the feeling of satisfaction 
I get knowing I helped others who aren’t as 
fortunate. It really makes me appreciate all that I 
have been blessed with.” – Amy Gallo 

“I volunteer because … I want to give back to my 
community!” – Beth Harris

“I volunteer because … it feels good! It truly brings 
me joy knowing that I am doing something for 
someone else, and even if it’s just in a small way, 
I know that we, all together, make a difference in 
peoples lives for the better.” – Christine Myers 

We spoke to ladies from the Kids Connect 
program, who attended the February 28th 

Adoptive Family Reunion Picnic. This was the 
fi rst annual Reunion Picnic, which celebrates 
the more than 200 children who have found their 
forever homes in 2014. While there, we asked 
“Why do you volunteer?”

“I volunteer because…I can make a difference! 
Seeing the impact that the Junior League has on 
the community makes it all worth it.” – Lauren Petrie

“I volunteer because…I want to help kids connect 
with their forever homes. There are so many kids in 
the Tampa community that are in the Child Welfare 
System and we want to see them be placed in loving 
homes.” – Bailey Nicholas and Amy Patenaude

“I volunteer because…I care and I want to make a 
difference to children in our community.” – Monica 
Murphy

“I volunteer because…I want to give back. Events 
like this make me realize the difference that one 
person can make.” – Kendra Velilla
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LS The women of the 2014–2015 Junior League 

of Tampa Provisional class define themselves 

in many ways — future physician, CPA, proud 

mommy, teacher, world traveler, sustainability 

enthusiast, loving wife, NICU RN, avid shopper, 

attorney, dog lover, event planner, eternal 

optimist, hairstylist extraordinaire, community 

champion, dedicated friend, speech pathologist, 

Tampa native, entrepreneur, shining light in the 

darkness. As the theme of their provisional year 

states, they are truly in a League of their own. 

They came to The Junior League of Tampa as 

accomplished students, professionals, mothers, 

advocates, and community volunteers. They 

will now take the skills they gain in their first 

year in the League to benefit the Tampa Bay 

community. Welcome to our newest members! 

We are excited for the future and couldn’t be 

more proud to have you in the League!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2014-2015 PROVISIONALS 

Lauren DeLuna

Courtney HubbardCaroline Boyle

Danielle GreenLindsey Astles

Camille LiebnitzkyJordan Cline

Katherine Fuller

Carly KennedyAlexandra Cata-Ross

Caitlin Doyle

Kristin IngramMina Brinkey

Caitlin HamlinLauren Bird 

Sarah LingMonica Cook

Michelle Gallagher

Mandy KimmelAlexis Chatman

Marissa Dietz

Karen HusseyKristen Brady

Nicki HallJenni Bell

Libby LifseyAngelia Compton

Virginia Galavis

Jill KielyMary Katherine Charles

Jessica Evanson

Lauren JasonKatie Cabana

Cali HarrisonMorgan Boatwright

Michelle MabeAimee Craig 

Allyson Garcia

LaKisha Kinsey-SallisJasmin Childress

Kristen Floyd

Sandra JohnsonChristine Caci

Miranda HendersonKelsey Bohannan

Molly MalloyTerin Cremer

 Tiffany Gershen

Nicole LeClairLillian Chor

Kelly Friar

Julie JunkermannKatie Callaway

Meredith Fulford

Megan Kelly

Kaeleigh HillCarlee Bowdoin

Lindsey MarcumCarol Crofton 

Jessica Hohman

Sarah Martisek

Nikki Goldweitz

Lindsey LedoChristen Christian

Jessica Gonzalez

Patti Lee

by HEATHER TRKOVSKY
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Leah Oliveros

Phara McLachlan

Lindsay Morgan

Jamie Massaro

Naseem RahmanKara Partin

Kayley Pace

Sara Melvin

Lesly Morton

Kendra McCan

Lauren Rehm

Rachel Phillips

Alexandra Reese

Jessica Overfelt

Kimberly McLaren

Kelly Morningstar

Esther Mathew

Michelle Raymondo

Katie Persons

Carson Padgett

Bonnie Mentel

Samantha Neides

Kristen McFarland

Hayley Reteneller

Summer Popejoy

Carissa Parisi

Shelly Mitchell

Sarah Nelson

Eileen McGee

Desiree Rivers

Hannah Parker

Jennifer Moore

Karrah Nobel

Erin McKenney

Emily Rowland

Gael Ragone

Jennifer Russo

Allison Welter

Brittany Svendgard

Brittani Snavely

Stephanie Schroeder

Jennifer Williams

Caitlyn Tierney

Jessica Stephenson

Amber Rutkin

Coley Westerberg

Paulina Tam

Tara Steinberg

Kyra Shields

Lindsay Yarbrough

Marianna Tountasakis

Abigail Stevens

Faith Shifrin

Cally Yvel

Amber VanHaerents

Erica Stevens

Amy Slater Allison Smedley

Laura Walsh Brandy Waltzer

Jessica Stravino Karlin Strube

Provisionals embarked on a Road Rally in January visiting the Joshua House and Mary Lee's House.

“Don’t be intimidated by what you don’t know. That can be your greatest strength and 
ensure that you do things differently from everyone else.” – Sara Blakely, Founder of Spanx
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he Junior League of Tampa’s President-Elect for 
2015-2016 embodies the definition of leader. 
Nicole Hubbard eats, sleeps, and breathes Junior 

League — all while being a full-time mother, wife, friend 
and a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist. Nicole’s 
peers describe her as a passionate, energetic, visionary 
and loving woman who is committed to each woman in 
the League. Nicole never misses an opportunity to thank 
those around her and is the first to recognize members for 
their hard work, creating a positive environment of praise 
and continual celebration. 

Born and raised in the Orlando area, Nicole is a natural 
leader who has held many leadership roles throughout 
all stages in her life. A standout athlete, Nicole earned 
a place on a traveling all-star fast pitch softball team at 
age nine and competed around Florida and across the 
country. In high school, she helped lead her varsity team 
to the 5A State Championship. When she wasn’t on the 
field, Nicole was competing all over the U.S. with her high 
school cheerleading team, which elected her as Captain 
during her senior year. Off the field, Nicole was a member 
of the National Honor Society and Student Council, and 
her classmates not only voted her Senior Class President, 
but Homecoming Queen as well. 

At Florida State University, Nicole again excelled in 
academics and held a variety of leadership roles with 
Delta Delta Delta sorority, including President. She 
graduated Magna Cum Laude from the nursing program 
and three years later took on a new challenge of Graduate 
School. Nicole was the youngest person in her program 
to graduate Summa Cum Laude with a Master of Science 
in Anesthesiology. 

This ‘superwoman’ married her college sweetheart, Matt 
Hubbard, and they have two beautiful children, Austin, 
six, and Ansley who is four. Nicole is a “beautiful woman 
who is caring with a BIG heart, passionate, and extremely 
intelligent,” said Matt. “I am forever amazed by her ability to 
switch roles from being a terrific wife, mother, and friend. 
She gives multitasking a whole new meaning and does it 
with grace.”

Since joining The Junior League of Tampa, Nicole has 
taken on a multitude of placements on the Holiday Gift 
Market committee and co-chaired the event, our largest 
fundraiser, in 2009. 

“I didn’t know her when she was selected to be my Holiday 
Gift Market Co-Chair, but we bonded the minute we met.” 

She is “inspiring,” said Sheri Shobert, who co-chaired HGM 
with Nicole. “She was working full-time, I had just started a 
new job, and my father was deathly ill — our plates were very 
full. Whenever I didn’t want to do something she would say, 
‘We can do this Sheri! ’ Chairing the Holiday Gift Market was 
by far, my most fulfilling and enjoyable experience in Junior 
League, but only because I had her beside me.” 

After HGM, Nicole became the League’s Placement Chair, 
and served as the inaugural Heart Gallery Birthday Buddies 
Chair. She has spent six years on the League’s Leadership 
Council; the last three years have been spent as a member 
of the Executive Board as Membership VP and Community 
VP. Her current placement is as Fund Development VP.

“They say that leaders become great, not because of their 
power, but because of their ability to empower others,” 

noted current Fund Development Manager, Jenny Spencer. 
“Nicole inspired and encouraged me to take the next step 
to become the Fund Development Manager, a brand-new 
position this year when I was having thoughts of Sustaining. 
Whether it is in work clogs, running sneakers, or even her 
leopard print heels, she is the right person to take the 
League into its next big stride.” 

“In every position she has held she has accomplished so 
much and made significant changes,” added Nominating 
Chair, Kate Guilfoyle. “They all focused on pushing our 
organization to greater heights. Nicole is great at analyzing 
situations, identifying the challenges, exploring options for 
improvement and implementing them- while always keeping 
our Mission, members, and community partners in mind.”

Nicole led teams to start two new community projects, 
while successfully launching a community partner as well 
as a community project. She envisioned, created, and 
implemented the inaugural Family Food Fest (collaborative 
community partner event in Sulphur Springs), and is currently 
helping pave the way for alternative types of corporate 
partnerships, fundraising, and diversified channels of 
income while creating and implementing the first Corporate 
Lunch and Learn at JLT. It is no wonder Nicole was named 
our 2010 Inspiring Leader of the Year!

Nicole’s leadership is not just limited to JLT. She has served 
on committees such as Tampa Museum of Art CITY, Make 
a Wish Foundation, Glazer Children’s Museum Inaugural 
Gala and Heart Gallery Tampa Bay Be Mine, which named 
her Advocate of the Year in 2013. Most recently, Tampa 
Bay Business Journal named her a finalist for its Health 
Care Hero award.

We congratulate this dynamic woman who embodies the 
modern woman balancing work, family, and volunteer 
life. We look forward to your never-ending commitment, 
engagement, and passion for serving the community and 
our members.

2015–2016 PRESIDENT-ELECT
Nicole Hubbard

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader.” – John Quincy Adams

T

by LAUREN CROMER 
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N Donations to the Annual Campaign support the programs and projects of The 

Junior League of Tampa (JLT). Each year we ask individuals and businesses in the 
community, as well as our Membership, to support our Mission by donating to the 
Annual Campaign. Donations to the Annual Campaign are not used to pay for any 
general operating expenses, which are financed by membership dues and other 
administrative sources.

To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/annual-campaign
For questions, contact fundraising@Jltampa.org

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Garcia Family Foundation II, Inc./
    Myrna Haag♦

SILVER SPONSOR
Publix Super Markets Charities, 
    Inc.♦♦

BRONZE SPONSOR 
Burton Family Foundation♦♦♦
Gretchen Dominguez♦♦
Jim Moran & Associates, Inc.
Beth and Jeff Kalicki/ADP♦♦
Meghan McGuire/CA  
    Technologies♦♦

PATRON
Erin and Jay Annis♦♦
June and Michael Annis♦♦♦
Barrymore Hotel Tampa Riverwalk
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Belfatti♦♦
Wendy and Jonathan Brill♦♦♦
Shannon and Stuart Brown♦♦
Suzanne and Evan Brownstein♦♦
Allison and Adam Burden♦♦♦
Lauri and Tom Burgess♦♦
Laura and Mark Campbell♦
Casey Carefoot♦♦
Stacy Carlson♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Michele and David Cation
Betsy and Steve Chambers♦♦♦
Tara and Whalen Clark♦
Sue and Frank Courtright♦♦♦
Sue and Don Cox♦♦♦
Dr. Hilary Dalton / Dalton Dental♦
Margaret E. Davis♦♦
Robin DeLaVergne♦♦
Danielle Dennis and Michael 
    Beattie♦♦
Pam and Brett Divers♦♦♦
Tracie M. Domino♦♦

Nicole and Kevin Dorr / The 
    Cottage Dorr♦♦
Tara and Drew Eckhoff♦♦♦
Christina and Joseph Fontana♦
Ms. Elizabeth Park Fowler/ Triad 
    Foundation
Brigid and William Futch♦♦
Christina and Gary Garcia♦♦
Nicole Geller/Nicole Geller 
    Photography♦♦
Ruth and John Giordano♦♦♦
Betsy and Drew Graham♦♦♦
Hannah and Paul Gross♦♦
James Gross
Lauren and Chris Gstalder♦♦
Sarane and Chris Harrell♦♦
Marie and David Hebbler♦
Michele and Raymond Hintson♦♦
Becky and Sam Ho♦
Jessica Kendall Hornof/First 
    Citrus Bank♦♦
Bridgette and Chris Howell♦♦
Nicole and Matt Hubbard♦♦
Shellie Huffmaster♦
Jenay and Kevin Iurato♦♦
Molly and Robert James/Bella 
    Bridesmaids♦♦
Jennifer and D. Blaine 
    Johnson♦♦♦
Julie and Rob Johnston♦
Caroline and Dennis Jones♦
Aspen and Jake Kahl♦♦
Barbara and Aydin Keskiner♦♦
Lorraine and Jeff Korb♦
Krista Koteles - Dietrich and 
    Associates, Inc.♦♦
Megan and Josh Kuder♦♦
Allie LaLonde♦
Kelly and Joseph Lastra♦♦
Stephanie and Eric Leonard♦
Lee and Lionel Lowry♦♦
Allison and Tom Luzier♦♦

Elizabeth and Ben Mackie♦
Katina and Matt Markowski♦♦
Suzy and Mark Mendelson♦♦
Christina and Ulrik Merrild♦♦
Inge Michaels♦♦
Angier and Robert Miller♦♦
Ann and David Miller♦♦
Laurel Moynihan♦
Taylor and Jason Murray♦
Melissa Knight Nodhturft♦♦
Gianni and Jim O'Connor♦♦
Penny Parks♦♦
Rachel Phillips
Kristi and Brad Resch/SBJ 
    Resch Family Foundation♦♦
Megan and Ryan Rindone♦
Stephanie and Stephen 
    Rumbley♦♦
Lynette and Rick Russell♦♦♦
Adajean and Bruce Samson♦♦
Caitlin Schmidt♦
Denise D. Schultz♦♦
Hinks and Elaine Shimberg 
    Family♦
Jenny and Peter Spencer♦♦
Jenness Steele and Scott 
    Bostic♦
Scott and Sarah Stichter♦♦♦
Jenny Steinbrenner Swindal♦♦♦
Ashley and Christopher Swink♦
Sheryl and Joe Teague
Kathleen Thaxton♦♦
Danielle Tinsley/Great Glam♦
Jackie and Jose Toledo♦♦
Susan and John Touchton♦♦♦
Lisa Kelley and Michael 
    Trentalange, Trentalange and 
    Kelley, PA♦♦♦
Tena Vozenilek♦
Sarah Walters♦♦
Nell Ward♦♦♦
Stephanie Wiendl/CertiPay♦♦♦

Kristin Wilson♦♦
Alyson and Robert Zamore♦♦

CONTRIBUTOR
Gina and Matt Barsema♦♦
Lindsay Carter♦
Lillian Chor/Baglanti Jewelry
Adele M. Clarke♦♦♦
Chloe Cullinan♦♦
Megan Duffey♦♦
Francine Dupuis♦♦
The Elan Group♦
Laura Farrior♦♦♦
Nicole and Garrett Garcia♦♦
Dada Pittman Glaser♦
Rachel and Jason Haman/Tampa  
    Pallet♦♦
Sarah and Chad Harrod♦♦
Holiday Gift Market Donors
Lindsey and Kurt Hirshorn♦
Leslie and Adam Hodz♦♦
Ashley Macaluso Hoff♦
Cathy and Grayson Kamm♦♦
Chrisi and David Laxer♦♦♦
Andrea and Tom Layne♦♦
Suzy Lopez♦♦
Crystal and Kaivon Madani♦♦
Gene Marshall
Julia N. Martinez♦♦
Susan McElroy♦
Shantell and Dan McLean♦♦
Kelley and Robert Merck♦
Mr. and Mrs. David Osterweil♦♦
Marsha Otte♦♦♦
Danielle Post/CertiPay♦♦
Joan and Larry Rayburn/Saint 
    Gobain Corporation♦♦♦
Michelle Repplinger♦
Hadley and Hector Rivera♦
Olivia Ruiz-Carus♦
Beth M. Schatzberg♦♦
Ann and John Sheppard♦

Southerndoe
Diane and Ryan Tweedy♦♦
Heather and Mark Walsh♦
Morgan Watts♦
Gail and Justin Wilson♦♦
Whitney and Kevin Woods♦♦

FRIEND
Debbie and Michael Abdoney♦♦♦
Andrea and David Augustine♦♦
Tee Ann Bailey♦♦
Laurie and Tripp Barlow♦♦
Ceci and Nate Berman♦♦
Lauren Bird
Mary Bolen♦
Elizabeth Burkett♦♦
Katie and Ryan Cappy♦
Patricia and Calvin Carter
Denise and Thomas Cassedy♦♦
Karen Clarke♦♦♦
Cindy and Tony Coney♦♦♦
Colleen and Rees G. Crosby II♦♦
Laurie and Scott Daigle♦♦
Pat Daley♦♦♦
Connie and Miller Detrick♦♦
Kealoha and Justin Deutsch♦♦
Isabel and John Dewey♦♦
Lindsay and Sam Dorrance♦♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦
Tanya Egger♦♦
Sara Evans♦♦
Laura Everitt♦♦
Vicky and Jonathan Fiddelke/
    Bayshore Title♦
Yvonne Fry
Wendy Garraty/Clayton Gray 
    Home♦
Christie Garrido♦
Ali and John Garrity♦♦
Susan and Matthew Gentile♦
Joyce and Michael Gerwe♦♦
Lauren G. Hanley♦
Madeleine Henson♦
Mary and Ron Hulse♦♦
Mary Beth Hunt♦♦
Elise and Ian Ippolito♦♦
Ellen and Jeff James♦♦
Lauren E. Jason
Whitney and Jason Jones♦♦
Jana Kaney♦♦
Mindy Kantor♦
Sarah and Benjamin Kodadek♦♦
Brooke Palmer Kuhl and Craig 
   Kuhl♦
Patti Lee
Lagretta and Mark Lenker♦♦♦
Terri and Eric Longphee♦♦
Marcadis Plastic Surgery 
    in honor of Coley Westerberg
Lindsey Marcum
Marlene Sundquist Maseman♦
Maria Papadakis Mason
Erika and Mike McCandless♦♦♦
Phara McLachlan

Member's Legacy Society
Christina Myers♦♦
Shazia Nagamia-Sparkman♦
Lyris Newman♦♦♦
Raul C. Palomino
Children's Board of Hillsborough 
    County
Laura and Doug Politz
Celeste and Paul Pramberger♦
Gwyn and Mark Schabacker♦♦♦
Ginger Schnurman♦♦
Melissa Sedda-Alesnik♦
Jennifer and Sam Singleton♦
Caroline and Mike Smith♦♦
Jennifer and Marc Stauffer♦♦
Erica Stevens
Lauren Suarez♦
Shannon Walsh♦♦
Ann Turner♦♦
Mandy and Doug Valenti♦♦
Bette S. Walker♦
Laura Walsh/Laura Walsh Events
Kimberly Walters♦♦
Lauren and Shamus Warren♦♦
Morgan Gibbons Watson♦
Tammy Waugh♦♦
Andrea Webb♦♦
Laura Woodard♦

SUPPORTER
Cristina M. Abreu♦
Tanya Marie Acevedo
Brandi Adams♦
Kiersten Adams
Kelly Addison♦
Beth Ahmedic♦
Vicki Ahrens♦
Krista Allred♦
AmazonSmile
Brittany and Zachary Anderson♦
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Anderson♦♦
Anonymous Donors
Lindsay Apperson♦
John Arganian
Brittney Armstrong
Lindsey Astles
Stefanie Astrab♦
Tiffany Avril♦
Jennifer Azzarelli♦
Suzanne Bainbridge
Dayton Baird♦
Courtney Baker♦
Colleen Balco♦
Alexis Bankowski♦
Emily Barber♦
Sarah Barnett♦
Roia Barrios♦♦
Heather and Bennett Barrow♦♦♦
Stacey Bedard
Jenni Bell
Jessica Belser♦
Rebecca Benedict♦
Trimeka Benjamin
Lauren Bentz♦

Julie Anne Berlick♦
Karyn Bersch♦
Amanda Bilodeau
Courtney L. Bilyeu♦
Christina Blood♦
Caroline Boccaccio♦♦
Megan Bock♦
Ellen Boczarski
Ashley Collado Borrego♦♦
Kathryn Bostick♦
Kymberly Boswell♦
Caroline Boyle
Dixie and Nicholas Brady♦
Kristen Brady
Jen and Chris Branton♦
Jennifer Breazeale♦
Michelle and Jefferey Bremer♦♦
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Bridge♦♦
Carolina Briggs♦
Amanda Brill♦
Caitlyn Brinker♦
Mina Brinkey
Melanie and Rob Brown♦
Amy Brun♦
Heather Bryant♦
Karen Pesce Buckenheimer
Barrie and Lou Buenaventura♦♦
Tisha and Paul Buenaventura♦♦
Whitney Buescher♦
Amanda Burke♦
Nancy Burke♦
Louise Burnett♦♦
Jada Bush♦
Jaymi Butler♦♦
Laura Byrne♦
Katie Cabana
Amy Cadicamo♦
Kate Caldarelli♦
Kate Callaway
Danielle Campbell♦
Christine and Mike Campo♦♦
Betsy Cappello♦
Laura Carmen♦♦
Jane and Haynes Carswell♦♦
Kim and Trey Carswell♦♦
Margaret Cashill♦♦
Erin C. Cassidy♦
Nicole Castro♦
Alexandra Cata-Ross
Marlo Cervi♦♦
Joanna and Robert Chapman♦♦
Mary Katherine Charles
Alexis Chatman
Children's Literacy Committee
Jasmin Childress
Christen Christian
Katie Christianson♦♦
Casey Christopher♦♦
Lindsay Churton♦
Dr. and Mrs. David Ciesla♦
Natalie P. Clark♦♦
Natalie Sargent Clark♦
Angelia Compton
Monica Cook

Erin and Patrick Corcoran♦♦
Stefanie Coren♦
Carla Cornett♦
Virginia M. Covington♦
Kristen Cowen♦
Aimee Craig
Jessica Craven♦
Terin Barbas Cremer
Lynn Cristina♦
Carol Crofton
Lauren Cromer♦
Sheff Crowder♦
Stacey Crum♦
Dawn Cummins♦
Ginny Daniel♦♦
Rebekah Daoud♦
Sarah Darr♦
Elena Day♦
Catherine de laTorre
Jennifer Del Valle♦♦
Jane Delgado♦
Lauren M. DeLuna
Tammy B. Denbo♦
Katelyn Dervay♦
Marissa Dietz
Michelle Diotalevi♦
Alison Domino♦
Elizabeth Donald♦♦
Laura and Chris Donaldson♦♦
Jordan Donnelly
Caitlin Doyle
Lisa and Bryan Dreisbach♦♦
Erica Duci♦
Patricia C. Dwyer♦♦
Allison Dye♦
Erin Dye♦
Erin Eckhouse♦♦
Beth and Bart Edwards♦
Jeni Eldridge♦♦
Susie Ellison♦
Candace Evans♦
Gina Evans♦
Jennifer Faggion♦
Melissa Pavese Farrell♦
Laura Fender♦♦
Mychael Fenlon♦
Carrie Ferderigos♦
Nicole Ferlita♦
Yenly Fernandez♦
Renee Figga♦
Dana Flesher♦♦
Kristen Floyd
Lynn Footlick♦
Stefanie Ford♦
Caroline Foss♦
Melissa Foster♦
Lara Fowler
Bethany Fox♦♦
Lindsay A. Freeman♦
Kimberly French♦♦
Kelly Friar
Allie Fugate♦
Jessica Burns Fugate♦
Dora Furman♦
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Jill Gauld♦
Andrea Gelsinger
Melissa and Joey Gelwix♦♦
Fiona-Lee Gerrard♦
Tiffany Gershen
Nicole Gitney♦
Nikki Goldweitz
Amy G. Gomez♦
Jessica Gonzalez
Gosine Anesthesia
Kaila Gosselin♦
Ansley and Jamie Graff♦♦
Alexandra Greacen♦♦
Shelby Gregory♦♦
Jessica Guercio♦♦
Kate and Michael Guilfoyle♦♦
Alexandra Haddad♦
Ginny and Ken Haelsig♦
Amy and Bradford Hale♦
Kathryn Hall♦
Nicki Mohr Hall
Michelle Hamilton♦
Jan Han♦
Kristine Harb♦
Sally Hardee♦♦♦
Kelli and Ryan Hardiman♦
Cali Harrison
Alexandria Hartig♦
Ashley Hayes♦
Courtney and Aaron Haygood♦♦
Allison Hebert♦
Mary Helton♦
Miranda Henderson
Carrie Ann Henry
Nancy Hepner
Kristi Hernandez
Vanessa and Karl Herrmann♦
Dana Hess♦
Kirsten Higgins♦
Kate Hiles♦♦
Sally S. Hill♦♦♦
Marissa Holdorf♦♦
Miray Ross Holmes♦
Alison Huffaker
Luke Huffmaster
Noah Huffmaster
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Hui♦
Jennifer and Jeffrey Hunt♦♦
Cady Huss♦
Karen Hussey
Marissa Moss Hyman/Marissa  
    Moss Photography♦
Stacy Hyman♦
Monica Illas♦
Kristin and Andrew Ingram
Betsy Isaak♦
Kelly Jackson♦
Rachel Jackson♦
Cindi Jacobsen♦
Aleks Jagiella♦
Jamie Jenkins♦
Ashley Johnson♦
Mary Hope Johnson♦

Mrs. Jennifer Johnson♦♦
Sandra Johnson
Taylor Jones♦
Julie Junkermann
Selma Kapo♦
Nichole Katulich♦
Kara Keller♦
Megan Kelly
Natalie Kelly♦
Carly Kennedy
Jill Kiely
Dulcinea Kimrey
LaKisha M. Kinsey-Sallis
Gale Kirby
Monica Kirkland♦
Jillian Koepke♦
Loralee Koontz/The Mack 
    Center♦♦
Emily Kropp
Meredith Kuebler
Malloy and Nathaniel 
Lacktman♦♦
Shawn D. Lambert
Kimberly LaPorte♦
Emily E. Lazarou♦
Wendi LeBrocq♦
Nikki LeClair
Erika and Scott Lee♦
Lauren Lee♦
Rachel Lee♦
Brooke Leske♦
Mary Hall Lester♦♦
Jennifer Libous♦
Libby Lifsey
Mrs. Erika Lindsey♦
Sarah Ling
Lisa Lockhart♦♦
Emily and Gary Loduca
Courtney Loebel♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦
Ashley Looney♦♦
Michelle Mabe
Heather Mackin♦
Erin Macy♦
Kristen Maduri♦
Rachel Kistner Magee♦
Tara Mahtani♦
Molly Malloy
Christine Malpartida♦♦
Brandi Maniscalco
Margaret Mariani♦
Dossie Marrone♦
Ashley Martin♦
Leah Martin
Marissa Martin♦♦
Wilma C. Martin♦♦
Alyssa Martinez
Caro Massari♦
Jamie Massaro
Mae Mastrorio♦
Esther Mathew
Marysue and Jim Mathews♦♦
Erika Matos♦
Lydia Mauritson♦

Amanda May♦♦
Kendra McCan
Lisa McCarthy♦♦
Denise McCaskill♦♦
Maggie McCleland♦
Liz and Kyle McCollum♦
Linda Carol McDonald♦
Kristen McFarland
Vivian Santiago McIlrath♦
Sara McIntire♦♦
Carol McKee
Erin McKenney
Melissa and Sterling McLamore♦
Kimberly McLaren
Tara McLaughlin♦♦
Nicole Melendez♦♦
Sara Melvin
Ana Mendez♦♦
Bonnie Mentel
Annette and Michael Messina♦
Sara Messina♦
Alison and Chris Meyer♦♦
Janelle M. Miller♦
Kim and Michael Miller♦
Marcelite Manuel Miller♦♦
Megan Miller♦♦
Jenn Millman♦♦
Michelle Mobley♦
Katherine Molinari♦
Alison Monahan♦♦
Cherie Monarch♦
Sondra Monroe-Stockton♦
Jennifer L. Moore
Lynette Morales♦
Leah and JR Morell♦
Jessica Morgan♦
Lindsay Morgan
Nadine K. Mortensen♦
Lesly Morton
Merritt Mosley♦♦
Victoria Motes♦
Mackenzie Munger♦
Caroline Murphy
Julie and Jim Murphy
Monica Murphy♦
Cassidy Murray♦
Sarah J. Murrow♦
Ashley Musolino♦
Ann Musser♦
Anne Myers♦
Erika Read Myers♦♦
Sarah Myers
Samantha Neides
Tiffiny Newton♦
Bailey Nicholas♦
Stacey Borsik Niebles♦
Dr. Eunice Nieves
Lisa K. Nugent♦♦
Hilary O'Brien♦
Jacqueline H. O'Connor♦
Kate O'Hara
Elise O'Malley♦
Kristin Carpenter O'Steen♦
Noelle and Sean Oakman♦

Jennifer and Paul Olson♦
Danielle Osbrach
Jessica Overfelt
Kayley Pace
Carson Padgett
Chelsea Padgett♦
Lindsey Parks♦
Angela Parone♦
Adriana Parrino♦
Courtney Parrott♦
Kara M. Partin
Tina Patel
Amy Patenaude♦♦
Stacie Patterson♦
Sarah Schelling Peet♦
Katie Perkey♦
Katie Persons
Cindy Peterson♦♦
Lauren Petrie♦
Camaria Pettis-Mackle
Molly Phillips♦
Dada A. Pittman
Rayane Plyler♦♦
Anita Popp♦♦
Julianne Porter♦
Catie Prawer♦♦
Tiffany and Scott Price♦♦
Meghan Prior
Jennifer Putnam♦
Gael Ragone
Lindsey Ragsdale♦
Cindy Ramm♦♦
Ms. Kenisha Ray
Michelle Raymondo
Charlsey Reed♦
Jill Reeves♦
Lisa Reeves♦
Katie and Blake Rehberg♦
Mrs. Brooks Reilly♦♦
Hayley Reteneller
Erin B. Reynolds♦
Emily Lauren Rice♦
The Richey Family♦
Kitty Riggs♦
Michelle Mayo♦♦
Judy Rivais and Joe Rivais
Dr. Desiree Rivers
Barbie Roberts♦
Heather and Adam Robyak♦♦
Amanda Rockwood♦
Jennifer Rodgers♦
Deborah and Roger Rodriguez
Jessie Roeder♦
Candace Rotolo
Danielle Roverts♦
Emily Rowland
Shelly Rumenik♦
Ashley Rushing♦
Jenn Russo - JLT
Amanda Rustmann♦
Amber Rutkin
Andrea Sahawneh♦
Priscilla Sale
Shannon Sampson♦

Christina Sansonetti♦
LM Sawyer and Jerry Kerby♦♦
Julie Scalfaro♦♦
Jamie Schabacker♦
Steve Schack
Erica Schneider♦
Ellen Schnitzlein♦
Krystal Schofield♦♦
Stephanie Schroeder
Karry Schuele♦
Katherine Scott♦
Erin and Marc Seaverson♦♦
Lindsay and Brian Seel♦
Joanna and Stephen Segundo♦
Katie Selman♦
Rachel Semago♦
Shelley Sharp♦
Kristi Shaw♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦
Avril Shelton♦
Beth Shultz♦
Lyndsey E. Siara♦
Austin G. Simon♦
Helena Simon
Marti Simon♦
Sallie Ann Sims♦
Dorimar Siverio-Minardi♦♦
Meghan Gallagher Sladek♦
Amy Slater
Allison Smedley
Amanda Smith♦
Elisha M. Snyder♦
Alden and Rick Sollner♦
Alison St. Cyr♦
Brittany Stahl♦
Janet and Mike Starkey♦
Michaile Stein♦
Jessica Stephenson
Abby Stevens
Karla Stevenson♦
Laura Stevenson♦♦
Sarah Stockstad♦
Lauren Companioni Strahan♦
Jessica Stravino
Shannon Strong♦
M Stull♦
Ashley Stultz
Cindi Sutton♦
Hannah Tait
Paulina Tam
Ashley Tardiff♦
Susanna Martinez Tarokh and 
    Jason Tarokh♦♦
Sarah Taylor♦
Lucy Teague♦
Christina and Coleman Thompson♦♦
Beth and Colin Thompson♦♦
Caitlyn Tierney
Mrs. DawnTiffin♦♦
Tricia Tindall♦
Kimberly Hannah Trammell♦
Heather and Aaron Trkovsky♦♦
Shelby Tuttle♦
Elisa Underhill

Jennifer Valdes♦
Ginny and Tom Veit♦♦♦
Margaret Vickers♦♦
Mary Vitello♦
Michelle Vivacqua♦
Caroline Vostrejs♦♦
Brandy Waltzer
Jennifer Ward♦
Selena and Curtis Ward♦
Laura Warren♦
Christi Watson
Marni Weaver♦
Caitlin Weber♦
Kristin Wells♦
Allison Welter
Alyssa Wennlund♦
Coley Westerberg
Mary Whalen♦♦
Melissa Whitney♦
Ashley Whittemore♦
Caterina Whitwell♦
Emily Williams♦♦
Jennifer Williams
Teneille Williams♦
Cari Wolczynski♦
Caroline Wright
Katie Wyatt♦
Lindsay Yarbrough
Cally Yvel
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Zahn♦♦
Kellie Ziemak♦
Camille Zutes♦

IN-KIND
A Piece of Cake
American Bartending School
Ashton Woods Homes
Avery and John Colman/ Uniform 
    Nametape♦♦
Balloon Sunsations
Bayshore Contracting Corporation
Brittany Anderson Photography
Cabot Creamery♦
CBS Radio
Celsius Marketing Interactive♦♦
Clementine Monograms♦
Datz♦
Diamond Pilates
Doormet: Gourmet Cafe-Delivery
Ducky's Sports Lounge
Essentials Massage, Facials and  
    Nails
Farm House Fresh
First Citrus Bank♦
Flora Fine Flowers and Events
Florida Holocaust Museum♦
Grand Events of Florida♦
Happy's Home Centers
Healthcare Professional Liability 
    Specialists
Jamberry Nails
Joe Photo Tampa/Matt Nassif♦
LabCorp
Nature's Table Cafe/Krista and  

    Tim Kleman
Painting With A Twist - Tampa
Pink Palm - A Lilly Pulitzer  
    Signature Store
Rex Goliath
Rick Maupin Photography
Sensory 5♦
ShutterBooth Tampa/Monique 
    Turley♦
Tampa Bay Metro Magazine♦♦
Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine♦
Team Enterprise
The BlissBooth
The Florida Aquarium♦
The Mack Center♦
Tito's Handmade Vodka♦
Via Musica Productions
Westshore Pizza and Cheesesteaks
Yogurtology

MEDIA PARTNERS
CBS Radio: WQYK and Q105 ♦♦
TBT ♦♦
Tampa Bay Metro ♦♦
Tampa Bay Parenting ♦♦

COMPANY MATCH
3M
Abbvie
ADP
Aetna
AIG
Alliance Bernstein
Ameriprise Financial
Avis Budget Group
Bank of America
BIC
CA Technologies, Inc
Cengage Learning
Covidien
CR Bard
Delicato Family Vineyards
Gannett
Helios Education Foundation
J.P. Morgan Chase
Macy’s
Merck & Co, Inc.
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Network for Good
Pohlad Family Giving
Saint-Gobain
Socius Insurance Services, Inc.
T Rowe Price
Tampa Pallet
Well Care

HOLIDAY GIFT MARKET 
SPONSORS

SILVER
Nordstrom♦♦
TECO Energy♦♦

BRONZE
The Bank of Tampa♦♦♦

PATRON
Suncoast Chrysler Jeep Dodge♦

GASPARILLA SPONSORS

SILVER
Tampa Bay Rays Baseball Ltd.♦

BRONZE
ASKTHEDOM.COM – 102.5 FM 
    THE BONE
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP♦♦
South Tampa Kids Dental Krewe♦

PATRON
L & L Fire Protection/Rhonda and 
    Duane LeCornu
Majesty Title Services, LLC
Sparkman and Sparkman, PA
Stahl & Associates Insurance

LUMINARY SPONSORS
In Partnership with WEDU

SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR
Florida Blue Foundation
Betsy and Drew Graham
Helios Education Foundation
NorthStar Bank
Tampa Bay History Center
TECO Energy

LANTERN SPONSOR
The Dutkowsky Family

TABLE SPONSOR
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
    in honor of Bob Dutkowsky
Terrell and Joe Clark
Ayman Rizkalla

MULTI-YEAR DONOR DESIGNATIONS
♦= 2–4 years at any level 
♦♦= 5–9 years at any level 
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any level

Donor list as of Feb 28, 2015. 
If you believe your name has been 
omitted in error, please contact 
Fundraising Chair, Leslie Hodz at 
fundraising@JLTampa.org
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ND A Commemorative Gift is a way to recognize a significant event in a Junior League 

member’s life — joining in their celebration or thinking of them in a time of sorrow.

Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions
• Honor someone’s service to JLT 
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one

To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your donation inside 
(cash or check only) or scan the QR code to be taken directly to our online donation site 
(credit or debit card). All commemorative gifts support The Junior League of Tampa’s 
endowment. 

To learn more or to make a gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts
For questions, contact endowment@jltampa.org

WELCOMING

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF

Nathalie Dani,
as a new Sustainer Transfer Member 
of The Junior League of Tampa
 Suzy Mendelson

Suzanne Bainbridge,
as a new Sustainer Transfer Member 
of The Junior League of Tampa
 Suzy Mendelson

Esther Mertz,
as a new Sustainer Transfer Member 
of The Junior League of Tampa
 Suzy Mendelson

Gayle Holsapple,
as a new Sustainer Transfer Member 
of The Junior League of Tampa
 Suzy Mendelson 

Anna Wiand,
as a new Transfer Member of The 
Junior League of Tampa
 JLT Executive Board
 Laura Everitt
 Shellie Huffmaster
 Suzy Mendelson

Julie Cayse,
as a new Transfer Member of The 
Junior League of Tampa
 JLT Executive Board
 Laura Everitt
 Shellie Huffmaster
 Suzy Mendelson

Anna May, 
daughter of Amanda & Joseph May	
 Andrea Layne
 Danielle Dennis
 Katie Cappy 
 Katie Persons 
 Suzy Mendelson

Declan McDonnell, 
son of Amber & Tim McDonnell	
 Katie Cappy 

Lorenzo Bennett Gomez, 
son of Amy & Nelson Gomez	
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Foss
 Rachel Lee
 Sara McIntire
 Tara McLaughlin

Henry Hettinger Foss, 
son of Caroline & Peter Foss	
 Allie Lalonde
 Andrea Layne
 Ashley Hoff
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Casey Carefoot
 Chloe Cullinan
 Danielle Dennis
 Danielle Post
 Denise Schultz
 Jenny Spencer
 Katie Cappy 
 Katina Markowski
 Laura Everitt
 Lynette Russell
 Meghan McGuire
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Rachel Lee
 Sara McIntire
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzy Mendelson
 Tara McLaughlin

Emma Grace Katherine Prawer, 
daughter of Catie Prawer	
 Christina Thompson
 Danielle Dennis
 Katie Cappy 

Mason Michael Fontana, 
son of Christina & Joe Fontana	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Denise Schultz
 Katie Cappy 
 Nicole Hubbard
 Shannon Walsh
 Suzy Mendelson

William Stephen Donnelly, 
son of Jordan & Jimmy Donnelly	
 Casey Carefoot
 Lynette Russell
 Marie Hebbler
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzy Mendelson

Luke Christopher Mueller, 
son of Karrie & Chris Mueller	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Meghan McGuire

Henley Rose Hardiman, 
daughter of Kelli & Buddy Hardiman	
 Katina Markowski

Kaelyn Leigh Fender, 
daughter of Laura Fender	
 Ashley Hoff
 Katie Cappy 
 Katina Markowski
 Leslie Hodz 
 Nicole Hubbard
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzy Mendelson

Olivia Grace Gstalder, 
daughter of Lauren & Chris Gstalder 	
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Danielle Dennis
 Katina Markowski
 Marie Hebbler
 Stacy Carlson

Sydney Lane Siara, 
daughter of Lyndsey & Joe Siara	
 Casey Carefoot
 Christina Thompson
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Michael Maxton Glidewell, 
son of Margaret & Phil Glidewell 	
 Chloe Cullinan
 Denise Schultz
 Ginny Veit
 Katie Cappy 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Sara McIntire

Cora & Caroline, 
twins of Mary Ellen & Roy Collins	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Denise Schultz
 Lynette Russell
 Meghan McGuire 

Taylor Enick, 
daughter of Claire Enick	
 Jenny Spencer

Mona Baker, 
daughter of Courtney Baker	
 Christina Thompson
 Denise Schultz
 Lynette Russell
 Marie Hebbler
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Stacy Carlson

Anna McKinley James, 
daughter of Ellen & Jeff James 	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Casey Carefoot
 Chloe Cullinan
 Danielle Post
 Nicole Hubbard

Finn Michael Dupuis, 
son of Francine Hewes Dupuis	
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Denise Schultz
 Katie Cappy 
 Laura Everitt
 Nicole Hubbard
 Suzy Mendelson
 Lynette Russell

Julia Elizabeth Hornof, 
daughter of Jessica Kendall & Jason 
Hornof 	
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Foss
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Casey Carefoot
 Chloe Cullinan
 Danielle Dennis
 Danielle Post
 Denise Schultz
 Fran Dupuis
 Ginny Veit
 Ginny Veit
 Jenny Spencer
 Katie Cappy 
 Kim Carswell
 Laura Everitt
 Meghan McGuire
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Sara McIntire
 Shannon Walsh
 Suzanne Oaks Brownstein
 Suzy Mendelson
 Lynette Russell

Avery Marie Watts, 
daughter of Morgan & Ryan Watts	
 Kim Carswell

Chloe Olivia Popovics,
daughter of Nichole Katulich & Mike 
Popovics	
 Shannon Walsh
 Suzy Mendelson

Gunnar Garcia, 
son of Nicole Garcia
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Foss
 Danielle Dennis
 Nicole Hubbard
 Sara McIntire
 Suzy Mendelson

Margaux Elisabeth Plyler, 
daughter of Rayane & Jay Plyler	
 Andrea Layne
 Kim Carswell
 Laura Everitt
 Meghan McGuire

Harris Stiles, 
son of Sommer & Henry Stiles	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Jenny Spencer

Blakely Elizabeth Jones, 
daughter of Taylor & Wesley Jones 	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Danielle Post
 Denise Schultz
 Katie Cappy 
 Kim Carswell
 Meghan McGuire
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Shannon Walsh
 Suzy Mendelson

Christian James Benjamin, 
son of Trimeka & Anthony Benjamin	
 Andrea Layne
 Danielle Post
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Stacy Carlson

Adoption of Tyler, 
son of Heather Mackin	
 Nicole Hubbard

Alex Haddad, 
for her place in the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal's 2014 Up & 
Comers Class	
 Lynette Russell

Andrea Layne,  
on the expansion of her business, 
Andrea Layne Floral Design	
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Chloe Cullinan
 Meghan McGuire
 Suzy Mendelson

Bridgette Howell, 
on her new ante/postpartum 
clinical nurse at TGH
 Denise Schultz
 Jenny Spencer
 Nicole Hubbard

Chloe Cullinan, 
on her successful completion 
of the Salesforce.com Certified 
Administrator Test 
 Denise Schultz

Erin Cassidy, 
for being named the incoming 
President of Emerge Tampa Bay
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Erin Seaverson, 
for qualifying for the 2016 Boston 
Marathon	  	
 Danielle Dennis

Kids in the Kitchen Committee,
for being named Committee of 
the month
 Jenny Spencer

Hannah Gross, 
on her new job as Director of 
Business Development at Guardian 
Restoration Services, Inc.	
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Meghan McGuire

Jenay Iurato, 
for being honored with the Luis 
“Tony” Cabassa Award from the 
Tampa Hispanic Bar Association 
because of her dedicated work on 
human trafficking	
 Andrea Layne
 Christina Thompson
 Danielle Post
 Denise Schultz
 Jenny Spencer
 Laura Everitt
 Lauri Burgess
 Lynette Russell
 Marie Hebbler
 Meghan McGuire
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Stacy Carlson
 Suzy Mendelson

Laura Ward, 
for being elected Circuit Court 
Judge, Group 20	
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Sara McIntire
 Lynette Russell

Marlo Cervi, 
for making Chairman's Club and 
Rep of the Year for RTI
 Nicole Hubbard
 Suzy Mendelson

Megan Bock and Kristin Wilson, 
on a very successful 11th Annual 
Holiday Gift Market
 Caroline Vostrejs
 Danielle Post
 Denise Schultz
 Jenny Spencer
 Katie Cappy 
 Laura Everitt
 Lynette Russell
 Meghan McGuire
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Suzy Mendelson

Melissa Knight Nodhturft,
on her new job as a Staff Attorney 
for the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Suzy Mendelson

Melissa Snively,
or being elected to the 
Hillsborough County School 
Board District 4	
 Marie Hebbler
 Lynette Russell

Roia Barrios,
for being appointed to 
Hillsborough County’s Citizens 
Advisory Committee
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard

Ruth Giordano,
on many years of service, 
including Sustainer President 
last year
 Casey Carefoot

Suzy Mendelson,
for being named in the Top 
10 Under 40 by South Tampa 
Magazine
 Andrea Layne
 Ashley Hoff
 Caroline Foss
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Casey Carefoot
 Danielle Dennis
 Danielle Post
 Denise Schultz
 Fran Dupuis
 Jenny Spencer
 Katie Cappy 
 Laura Everitt
 Marie Hebbler
 Meghan McGuire
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Lynette Russell

Trimeka Benjamin,
for her place in the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal's 2014 Up & 
Comers Class 	
 Andrea Layne
 Denise Schultz
 Lynette Russell

Karla Stevenson,
for her place in the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal's 2014 Up & 
Comers Class	
 Danielle Post
 Lynette Russell
 Marie Hebbler
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Lauren Companioni D.M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

3514 Bay to Bay Blvd. Suite #2 Tampa Florida 33629
www.SouthTampaKids.com

813-835-KIDS (5437)
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Ali Tomlin, 
on her marriage to Jeff St. Cyr
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft

Erin Dye, 
on her marriage to Rob Lastra
 Melissa Knight Nodhturf

Jessica Kendall, 
on her marriage to Jason Hornof 
 Chloe Cullinan
 Lynette Russell
 Meghan McGuire

Jillian Koepke, 
on her marriage to Patrick 
Pantano
 Andrea Layne
 Katie Cappy 

Krista Dietrich, 
on her marriage to Ian Koteles 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Marie Hebbler

Natalie Capone, 
on her marriage to Mario 
Rodriguez   
 Andrea Layne
 Denise Schultz
 Jenny Spencer
 Stacy Carlson

Alex Haddad,  
on her engagement to Anthony 
Palermo 
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard

Allie LaLonde,
on her engagement to Ryan 
Torrence  
 Marie Hebbler
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Stacy Carlson

Casey Christopher, 
on her engagement to Tom 
Gaggin 
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Chloe Cullinan
 Denise Schultz
 Katie Cappy 
 Meghan McGuire
 Nicole Hubbard
 Sara McIntire

Courtney Loebel, 
on her engagement to Joe Cox 
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Katie Cappy 

Jessie Wilcox, 
on her engagement to Todd 
Spolinski
 Suzy Mendelson

Kristin Trimble,
on her engagement to Ryan Nail
 Andrea Layne

Lucy Teague,
on her engagement to Garrett 
Garcia
 Shannon Walsh
 Suzy Mendelson

This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts received December 1, 2014 through February 22, 2015.

IN MEMORY

JLT Active Krystal Schofi eld, 
 Andrea Layne
 Caroline Vostrejs 
 Casey Carefoot
 Chloe Cullinan
 Denise Schultz
 JLT Executive Board
 Katie Cappy 
 Kim Carswell
 Laura Everitt
 Lindsay Dorrance
 Marie Hebbler
 Meghan McGuire

 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Nicole Hubbard
 Sara McIntire
 Shannon Walsh
 Sustainer Liaison Committee
 Lynette Russell

Leslie Hodz & Laura 
Fender's Grandmother,
 Denise Schultz
 Katie Cappy 
 Nicole Hubbard 

Anne Vincent, 
mother of Kate O'Hara 
 Laura Everitt
 Rachel Lee
 Sara McIntire
 Shellie Huffmaster
 Tara McLaughlin

Betty Culbreath Gibbons, 
 JLT Executive Board

JLT Sustainer Sara Adams,
 Cynthia Coney

JLT Sustainer Betty Ann 
Jordan,
 Adajean Samson

Stacy Carlson's 
Grandmother,
 Andrea Layne
 Danielle Dennis
 Melissa Knight Nodhturft
 Lynette Russell

CONGRATULATIONS TO JLT'S 2015 –2016 EXECUTIVE BOARD
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SPONSORS
Terrell and Joe Clark

Endowment Committee 2012–13

 
The Founders Circle

LEGACY FOUNDERS

The Junior League of Tampa

Campbell and Don Burton

The Community Foundation 

of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS

Betsy and Drew Graham

Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane, 

In memory of Kenneth Charles Kane 

FOUNDERS

Heather and Bennett Barrow

Allison and Adam Burden, 

In memory of Sandee Simpson 
Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes

Laurie Ann Burton

Stacy Carlson

Pat and Calvin Carter

Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.

Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers

First Citrus Bank, 

In honor of Jessica Kendall

Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III

Jenay and Kevin Iurato

Helen Kerr

Ann Sells and David Miller 

Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana

Terri D. Parnell

Mary, David and Abigail Persky

Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley

Lavinia Witt Touchton, 

In memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake

Donor List as of December 8, 2014
Donations less than $250 are recognized 
through the Commemorative Fund. 

Thank you to our inaugural member of 

the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman.

The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund
Leaving a Legacy...Sustaining Our Service

Launched in 2007, The Junior League of Tampa (JLT) Endowment Fund is a 
permanent fund established to ensure that our League is able to maintain 
fi scal stability and fervently pursue our Mission without being radically 
affected by changes in the economic climate or decreases in lifelong 
membership. JLT can draw interest on the fund, but it will never touch 
the principal of the fund. A strong endowment fund will ensure a unique 
revenue stream that will give the League the opportunity to pursue exciting, 
new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating 
an additional fi nancial hardship for the organization or its members. All 
commemorative gifts support The Junior League of Tampa’s endowment.  

Donating to the Endowment Fund is as affordable as your next double 
espresso or 18 holes. To make it easier for you to support this critical 
campaign, your pledge of $1,000 or more to The Fund can be paid over a 
fi ve-year period. For a small amount each week, you can Leave your Legacy 
and ensure The Junior League of Tampa is able to Sustain Our Service forever.

1 WEEK 1 MONTH 1 YEAR 5 YEARS

Coffee break $5 $21 $250
Sponsor
$1,000

On the go lunch $10 $42 $500
Benefactor 
$2,500

Lunch for two $21 $83 $1,000
Silver Legacy 
$5,000

Dinner and a 
movie for two

$42 $167 $2,000
Gold Legacy
$10,000

A round of golf 
for two

$104 $417 $5,000
Platinum Legacy
$25,000

To learn more about the Endowment Fund and to make a gift online, visit 
http://www.jltampa.org/endowment-fund.

For questions, contact endowment@jltampa.org

The Junior League of Tampa considers it an honor 
to be designated as a benefi ciary of an estate or 
foundation. We highly regard this type of planned 
giving and recognize donors through membership 
in The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society.

The 1926 Society enables you to leave your 
legacy in our community by supporting the future 
of our League and its members.

We are honored to be the recipient of WEDU’s Be More Relevant, Best Use of Video Award. Our video, “Creating the 
Next Generation of Leaders,” features members of our Community Advisory Board explaining how our organization 
has been able to develop women into leaders in our community.

Congratulations to Junior League Active Member and 
founder of High Risk Hope Heather Barrow for being 
awarded the WEDU’s Be More Entertaining and Be More 
Unstoppable, Nonprofi t Organization of the Year award. 
High Risk Hope is a nonprofi t that provides support, 
encouragement, information and resources to women 
and families who are experiencing a high risk pregnancy 
resulting in hospital bed rest, potential premature birth 
and neonatal intensive care after delivery. Heather truly 
is UNSTOPPABLE!

Congratulations to JLT partner Ad 2 Tampa 
Bay for winning WEDU’s Be More Informed 
Award for their public service marketing 
campaign, The Abolish Movement, to end 
child sex slavery in Tampa Bay. 
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One of the tenents of The Junior League of Tampa’s Mission 
statement is developing the potential of women. Mentoring is a 
key component to this undertaking. Each generation of women 
mentors the next to build an unbroken chain of friendship, respect, 
and support. Sustainer Betsy Graham, Active Jessica Kendall Hornof 
and Active Krista Dietrich Koteles make up a small piece of one of 
those chains and they offered the following thoughts on mentoring.

How do you defi ne “mentor”? 

KK: I defi ne it as helping another individual or group discover 
their potential and empowering them, in addition to providing 
guidance and feedback along the way.  

JH: A mentor is a trusted advisor, sometimes friend, and 
always someone that a person can confi de in knowing trust 
will never be broken. 

BG: Mentoring is providing a listening ear, advice and 
encouragement to someone within the context of their 
personal situation and aspirations. 

How do you think having a mentor helps you excel, whether 
in the League, your career or life in general?

KK: It gives you the confi dence you need to extend yourself 
beyond whatever limitations you have set for yourself, even if 
you’re unaware you have set these limitations. They are your 
cheerleader, believing you are capable of doing more than 
you could have imagined. 

JH: Having a mentor can help one excel because the mentee 
knows someone is there for them, has their back, their best 
interest in mind and will give them unbiased feedback and 
help when asked. 

BG: Mentoring is critical to fulfi lling the League’s Mission of 
“developing the potential of women.” Beyond merely serving 
as role models, it is the responsibility of League leaders at 
all levels to help other members fi nd the best path for them 
through the League and to support them along the way. I 
believe that mentoring is a key ingredient of strong leadership. 

How do you defi ne “mentor”?

How do you think having a mentor helps you excel, whether 
in the League, your career or life in general?in the League, your career or life in general?

CONVERSATIONS: 
by HEATHER TRKOVSKY

Did you feel mentored in the League, at the beginning 
of your League career and then as you moved through 
the ranks, and by whom and in what ways?

KK: I was mentored day one as a provisional by Aspen Kahl. 
She took me under her wing and gave me a lot of great 
opportunities to succeed. Not to mention she is so down to 
earth and such a true friend. Jessica Kendall mentored me 
further during my fi rst Chair position. She helped me see 
areas of improvement I needed to recognize and work on 
in order to be a stronger leader. I’ve also had the pleasure 
of being mentored by Nicole Hubbard when chairing a fi rst 
year project. I was nervous about kicking it off but Nicole's 
positive attitude and enthusiasm for the project gave me 
the confi dence boost I needed. 

JH: I have felt mentored from day one in the League. My 
fi rst placement as an Active Member was as Assistant 
HGM Treasurer where I worked with the League Treasurer, 
Betsy Graham, and the other ladies of the fi nance team.  
As a banker, it was a natural fi t; however, learning the 
League fi nances took time and someone willing to explain 
it. Betsy took me under her wing and spent time explaining 
the inner workings of the League. Ultimately, she inspired 
me to continue to pursue a League career in Finance. 
Fortunately, I had the opportunity to work with other great 
mentors like Jen Carlstedt and Stephanie Wiendl along the 
way. These women were always there to listen, give advice 
or pick you up when you fell. A well-rounded background 
in the League is important to have before climbing the 
ranks to the Executive Board and these ladies helped push 
me to get the experience fi rst and then take the plunge 
to interview. Good advice and mentoring from the start is 
one of the main reasons for my success in the League 
and in my career.

BG: Like many League members, I was fi rst inspired to 
get more involved by two committee chairs whom I greatly 
respected. Without the excellent leadership, guidance and 
support of 2002-2003 Cookbook Co-Chairs Danielle 
Walsh and Dara Leslie, I might not have lasted long in 
the League. I also think there are lots of possibilities in 
the League for co-mentoring relationships. Frequently in 
the League, you end up working closely with someone 
who you didn’t know all that well before, and you have the 
opportunity to learn from each other. I had that experience 
with Terrie Dodson when we were appointed Cookbook 
Co-Chairs. As I moved on to the Board and then Executive 
Committee, my go-to people when faced with challenges 
or diffi cult decisions were some fabulous leaders who were 
a bit ahead of me on their League career path, including 
Christina Boe and Jennifer Johnson among others. 

Did you set out to be a mentor to others in the League 
or did it just happen?

KK: I don't recall ever saying to myself, “Now, you are going 
to mentor this person”. Mentoring is sort of an unspoken, 
naturally occurring thing in my mind. The best mentors 
do it without knowing they are. I think I have just noticed 
when a member showed a lot of potential. I’ve reached 
out to a number of members when I feel like they’d be a 
really good fi t for a specifi c role and encouraged them 
to go for it. On the fl ip side, I’ve tried to recognize when 
a member needs my time and assistance.

JH: I didn’t set out to mentor anyone initially, but I love 
helping people and it comes naturally to me. Developing 
the potential of women is my favorite part of our Mission 
and one I aim to do daily in the League and at work. If you 
genuinely care for people and want to see them succeed, 
mentoring is a natural part of that process.

BG: This is a tough question as mentoring is such an 
integral part of League leadership that it can be hard to 
separate out. I chaired several large committees and thus 
was presented with all sorts of potential mentees. I was 
always happy to give someone more responsibility and 
the support to reach their goals! Other times, you end 
up spending a lot of time with someone because of your 
respective positions. Such was the case with Jessica 
Kendall as we spent countless hours together in the HGM 
money room for many years.

What factors do you think build mentoring relationships? 

KK: There are two key components, respect and a positive 
attitude. There has to be mutual respect established. I 
don’t think anyone is open to being mentored or mentoring 
someone unless there is an element of respect present. 
You also must have a positive attitude. We all have bad 
days and weak moments but it's the attitude you choose 
to have that makes you a strong leader and mentor. 

JH: Trust is a major factor in building a mentoring 
relationship. Being the person people trust to seek 
advice for any situation, specifi cally diffi cult situations, 
is very important to me. Once that trust is broken, you 
have nothing. 

BG: I think the key factors in building a mentoring 
relationship are time and availability. As the mentor, you 
have to be accessible and ready to listen. As the mentee, 
you must the make the time to share your thoughts, goals 
and challenges in a one on one setting, whether in the JLT 
parking lot, by phone, or over coffee, lunch or a cocktail. 
While a mentoring relationship requires mutual respect 
to begin, my experience has been that deep and lasting 
friendships sometimes result. 

ACTIVE Krista Dietrich Koteles 

SUSTAINER Betsy Graham

ACTIVE Jessica Kendall Hornof

“Leadership is about making others better as a result 
of your presence and making sure that impact lasts in 
your absence.” -Sheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook
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WHO’S WHO IN THE LEAGUE
All of our members give of their time and their money to make sure The Junior League of Tampa 
continues to be an influential part of the community. But our members are amazing in their 
professional and personal lives as well. Meet just a few…

SUZY LOPEZ | Placement: Nominating and Community Action | Active: 2006
 
Suzy Lopez works in the Hillsborough County State Attorney’s Office as the Deputy Chief 
of the Narcotics Division. She is also a Lay Eucharist Reader at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
and is the past chair of the board for Self Reliance, Center for Independent Living.

Suzy found her niche in JLT during her 2009-2010 placement when she served on the 
Enabling Fund committee. The committee chair, Stacy Carlson, served as her mentor, friend, 
and leader. The following year, Suzy served as a placement mentor and recalls it as the most 
incredible committee she could have hoped for. “The stars aligned,” as she puts it. “We didn’t 
really know our leader, Nicole Hubbard, or each other. We all met one hot summer night at 
Hula Bay to start our journey as placement mentors. And the rest, as they say, is history. 

The women on that committee formed a strong bond that still exists today. I met some of my closest friends that year. 
We adore each other and are still grateful to our dynamic leader.” 

Suzy strongly believes in the Mission of The Junior League of Tampa. “We are strong women who contribute so much 
to our community.” Suzy was born and raised in Tampa and is honored to serve her community through the work of the 
League. She values the training she has received and has used it in other capacities of her life, including her job and 
other volunteer opportunities. Suzy says she’s seen Halley’s comet twice. You might ask how she was able to see a 
comet twice if it only appears once every 75 years? She asked me to put on my reporting hat to figure it out and you 
might want to as well. 

KRISTIN TRIMBLE | Placement: Food 4 Kids Mobile Pantry Committee | Active: 2014
 
As a Kindergarten teacher at Riverhills Magnet School for International Studies, Kristin has a 
heart for children and has always strived to give all students an equal opportunity for success. 
“I absolutely love my job. I never thought I’d become a Kindergarten teacher but it's become 
a part of me. I love to see the progress the children make throughout the year and how much 
independence they gain in the course of the year.” 

Kristin joined JLT to become more involved in the community and to work with partners who are 
also passionate about advocating for children. Kristin stays active with yoga, cycling and running. 
She competed in her first running race with the Gasparilla 15k in 2011. She realized then how 
much she is physically and mentally driven by competition. She has now run four marathons with 

plans to do more. Kristin recently became engaged to Ryan Nail, who she met while they volunteered for their church. They 
are planning a June wedding in Downtown St. Petersburg. In the near future, Kristin might turn her newest hobby, modern 
calligraphy, into a side business of hand-lettered prints and personalizing envelopes.

LAUREN GSTALDER | Placement: Corporate Coordinator, Fundraising Committee | Active: 2009
 
In 2001, Lauren Gstalder moved to Tampa from Albany, NY to attend the University of Tampa. The 
gorgeous campus, dance program, and great weather with nearby beaches, was all she needed 
to be hooked. “I still love Tampa and the city it has become. Downtown Tampa has blossomed, 
the restaurant scene is better than ever, the people are kind and generous, the economy is 
strong, and there are great schools.” 

Lauren works for the American Cancer Society and is currently the Senior Manager for Community 
Engagement overseeing Making Strides against Breast Cancer walks for Southwest Florida. 
“Cancer is a disease that has touched my family and loved ones too many times and I feel very 
fortunate to work for an exceptional organization that I truly believe in.” She volunteers as a Team 

Captain for the Relay for Life for South Tampa and is also a member of the Fundraising Professionals and Leading Ladies of 
Learning. Two of her favorite JLT placements have been Love Bundles and the FUNdraising Committee and she feels very 
blessed to have worked with incredible committee leaders. This past year, she and her husband, welcomed their beautiful 
daughter Olivia Grace who has stolen their hearts. Lauren loves to travel, hike, dance, paddle board, and kayak. Back in the 
day, Lauren was a competitive dancer traveling the U.S. competing in tap, jazz, ballet, swing, and ballroom.

CLARA REYNOLDS | Sustainer | Active: 2000
 
Clara Reynolds is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has spent the past 22 years working 
with children and their families. She started as a child abuse investigator for the Department of 
Children and Families and went on to become a school social worker for Hillsborough County 
Public Schools working with pregnant teens, elementary-aged students, and youth involved in 
juvenile delinquency. 

About 10 years ago, Clara and another therapist created a nonprofit agency – Success 4 Kids 
& Families, providing services to women and children. In her first three years in The Junior 
League of Tampa, Clara was assigned to Trinkets and Treasures, which she loved. She was the 
last chair of this fundraising event, which served as JLT's primary fundraiser for 40 years before 

Holiday Gift Market. Clara was also part of the PDEC committee. “I helped create some valuable projects and was involved 
in researching many community agencies. But the best part of my placements was meeting and learning from talented, 
creative, and caring women.”

Clara was born and raised in Tampa. She attended Florida State University. She is married to Steven Reynolds and has one 
son, Corey. Clara likes to swim in her spare time and has taken her interest to some unique places, including swimming 12.5 
miles around Key West, and swimming from the Sunshine Skyway Bridge to the Courtney Campbell Causeway. She has also 
swam around both Davis Islands and Harbour Island.

ELIZABETH BROOKS HARRIS | Sustainer | Active: 1990
 
Elizabeth and her husband Chuck moved to Tampa in 1990. Elizabeth worked for Price 
Waterhouse as the couple welcomed their first child, Chase. She joined The Junior League of 
Tampa to meet more women and become more active in the community. “My first placement 
was Cookbook and I loved it.”

She and the family moved to Paris where her twins, Brooks Anne and Tristan were born. 
During her time in Paris, Elizabeth enjoyed cooking classes at Le Cordon Bleu. “My greatest 
lesson was the realization that the mastery of cooking is a lifelong journey best enjoyed 
through practice on family and friends.” 

After moving back to Tampa, Elizabeth returned to her JLT placements, serving as the Recipe Tester Coordinator for the 
first book, Life of the Party, in the JLT cookbook series. Elizabeth enjoys preserving Tampa's heritage, saving the Old 
Trolley Stop in front of Gorrie Elementary, and working with the Tampa Theatre. Last March, she trekked the Himalayas 
and spent two nights in a tent at 17,500 feet at Mt. Everest Base Camp. “At night, the avalanches roared, but what a thrill 
it was to walk on the famous Icefall at the head of the Khumbu Glacier. In Kathmandu, meeting the Living Kumari Hindu 
Goddess was another highlight of the Nepali trip.”

Elizabeth has served as a Girl Scout Leader and an Assistant Cub Scout Packmaster. She believes we should all consider 
the following motto, “Saying No is a learned skill that we must all acquire or there would never be time for oneself at the 
end of the day. But, saying ‘yes’ can also lead down a path of discovery and adventure.”

by TANYA EGGER
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T Feeding America Provisionals

Kids in the Kitchen Provisionals

Shannon Walsh Tompkins Wedding 
Richard Harrell Photography

Transfer Group at Brunch

After the Slate Announcement Celebration

Heart Gallery Be Mine Gala

Heart Gallery Be Mine Gala

Heart Gallery Be Mine Gala

Heart Gallery Be Mine Gala

Provisionals

Hillsborough County Public Schools 
Magnet Programs INSPIRE Students to...

Arts • International Baccalaureate • Engineering 
STEM • Environmental Science • Preparatory Academies

For more information, contact the Choice Information Line at 813.272.4692 or visit choice.mysdhc.org

ACHIEVE EXCEL DISCOVER
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AR
O

UN
D 

TH
E 

LE
AG

UE In our 89 year history, who we are and where 
we come from, as members of The Junior 
League of Tampa, has changed dramatically. 
Today, the average Junior League member is 
a professional woman juggling many different 
aspects of life, from work, home, children, 
volunteer work, and friends. 

Here’s a quick look at the demographics of 
our current members:

1846
M E M B E R S

128 PROVISIONALS

931
SUSTAINERS

WHERE THEY CAME FROM:
Atlanta, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Cincinnati, 

Fort Myers, Gainesville, Lakeland, Memphis, 

Minneapolis, Mobile, New York, Northern 

Virginia, Ocala, Orlando and St. Petersburg.

WHERE WE LIVE:

2
2

TR
AN

SF
ER

S

89%33AVERAGE 
AGE:

WORK 
OUTSIDE
THE HOME

68% 
17%  
6% 
5% 
4% 

South Tampa 
(including Downtown) 

North Tampa, Westchase, 
Wesley Chapel

Brandon, Valrico, Fish Hawk

Town and Country

Pinellas, Polk or Manatee 
Counties
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