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Your Family’s Destination for
Comprehensive Skin Care
Your family members may have different
priorities when it comes to skin care.
Whether you are trying to control acne before
it becomes scarring; are concerned about
a suspicious mole; or just want to
minimize wrinkles and look more
youthful and refreshed, you want
to see dermatology experts who
have the knowledge, experience
and resources to address
your concerns. You want
Comprehensive Skin Care.

Our practice is proud
to be certified by:

2605 W. Swann Ave., Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33609
813-872-9551 • www.stderm.com
BOTOX

JUVEDERM

IPL

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
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Dana Hess
PA-C JLT-Active

Dr. Linda Flynn, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Abigail Ray
ARNP-BC
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EDITOR’S LET TER

Exploring Our Past
TANYA EGGER

There’s a saying, “Don’t dwell on the past.“
The truth is, an organization’s history is one
of the most important aspects of shaping
its future.
To find out where The Junior League of
Tampa is heading, all you have to do is open
up an issue of The Sandspur from the past.
December, 1950~
“At the present time The Junior League of
Tampa has 183 Actives and Provisionals
working under Placement. Whether her job
is for an agency, or an organization’s board,
or is confined to a League activity, each
Leaguer is working for a better community.”
From the women who began The Junior
League of Tampa 88 years ago to the
women who currently make up our
organization, we have always had a shared
vision. We continue our commitment
to women and children in Tampa and
Hillsborough County.
I wonder if the 22 women who began
The Junior League of Tampa in 1926
ever envisioned how much impact this
organization would have today.
We are now 1,800 women strong. Our
volunteers have amassed more than
60,000 service hours a year and through
our projects, we invest more than $260,000
a year in the Tampa Bay community.
When we face the challenges of present day,
we should look to our founding members
for encouragement and inspiration. I
imagine it wasn’t easy for them to begin

this organization. In the late 20’s, men were
active in many community groups including
Kiwanis and church groups. Women who
participated in community organizations
generally had only a limited role. The
founding members of The Junior League
of Tampa and the members who followed
them could be considered trailblazers; at
the very least; we know they were strong
women dedicated to changing the lives of
children and women in their community for
the better and we proudly continue their
legacy today.
Our history is what ties the members of
The Junior League together. This year, The
Sandspur committee will take you back
in time. Through the next four issues, we
will show you where we have come from
as a League and where we are heading.
In this edition we are “Sharing Our Story;”
taking a look at where it all started and
introducing you to the women who laid the
groundwork. We’ll show you the history
of our fundraisers through the years and
highlight some of our Sustainers who
paved the way for the rest of the members.
For The Junior League of Tampa, we
celebrate our past, embrace the present,
and look to our future.

Tanya Egger
Editor

TANYA EGGER
Editor, The Sandspur
Active Since 2005

James H. Carroll, Jr., PE
Chairman, Carroll Air Systems

Carroll Air Systems, Inc. specializes in the marketing and sales
of commercial, industrial and institutional HVAC equipment
in the Tampa, Fort Myers and Orlando markets. Jim Carroll
is a leader in engineering innovation, an Engineer of the Year
of the local Tampa Chapter of ASHRAE and a recent inductee
into the Engineering Hall of Fame for the state of Alabama.
“We have a trusting relationship with The Bank of Tampa,” says
Jim Carroll. “Insisting on a secure bank during the financial
crisis, we called Steve Fluharty on a Sunday night,” recalls
Carroll. “The next day he was in our office and committed to
financing at that meeting.”

Armenia 813-872-1201

Bayshore 813-872-1216

Tampa Palms 813-998-2620
www.bankoftampa.com
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Steve Fluharty of The Bank of Tampa
with Betty and Jim Carroll. Carroll
Air Systems’s equipment is used in
installations at the Vaughn Center,
Chiller Plant, Cass Building and Frank
and Carol Morsani Residence Hall at
The University of Tampa.

Waters 813-872-1350

Carrollwood 813-872-1399
Westshore 813-998-2600

Tampa Bay Banking Company

Downtown 813-872-1224

Sunset Park 813-872-1230

Brandon Division 813-998-2660

Pinellas County Division 727-502-8400
Member FDIC
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CONNECT WITH US
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issues affecting the Tampa Bay Community.
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Support our great community projects

jltampa.org/support-us

Find Cookbooks & other League merchandise

jltampa.org/marketplace

Founded in 1926, The Junior League of Tampa,
Inc. is an organization of over 1,800 women
committed to promoting voluntarism, developing
the potential of women, and improving
communities through effective action and
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is
exclusively educational and charitable.
www.jltampa.org | 9
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Share Our Story
LYNETTE RUSSELL

We train leaders. We serve our
community. We transform lives.
This is what The Junior League of Tampa
has been doing since its founding in 1926.
As we Share our Story this year, I hope you
will see the lasting impact our volunteers
have made in the Tampa Bay area. From
our past and current projects to civic and
community leaders, the League has been
and continues to be a catalyst for change.
The Junior League of Tampa’s legacy is
based upon individual development and
collective accomplishment. The contribution
our organization makes to our community
includes both training our members in the
management and leadership skills needed
to be effective volunteers and providing
hands-on community service opportunities.
The result of this remarkable combination
is seen in the enduring impact in the
Tampa Bay area that has helped improve
the lives of women and children for over
eight decades.
Throughout our history, the League has
worked to identify unmet needs and address
these critical issues in the community. We
have forged over 300 partnerships to
enact change. We have supported or been
instrumental in creating over 30 charitable
organizations throughout Tampa, including
the MacDonald Training Center featured
in this issue. Additionally, the League has
benefited over 175 local organizations with
our Enabling Fund Grants and Community
Action Projects, impacting thousands.

As I think about the accomplishments of
this amazing organization, I stand in awe
of our rich past and I am motivated to
continue the tradition of dedicated service.
My own story did not start with a desire
to be President but grew organically with
each passing year. As I learned more about
our community and the League, I quickly
realized the more I gave to the League, the
more I received in return. From the tangible
items like specific skills, mentors and lifelong friendships, to the intangible items
like the strong desire to make Tampa the
best place to live for disadvantaged women
and children.
As we reflect on our history, we owe a debt
of gratitude to those League members
who came before us, for it is through
their example that today’s members find
inspiration to serve the community in
momentous ways. Thank you for giving
your time, talent, and treasure to the
League and to our community. By staying
true to our Mission, The Junior League of
Tampa stands at the forefront of lasting and
positive change in our community. I invite
you to Share our Story.

Lynette Russell
President

LYNETTE RUSSELL
President
Active Since 2001

“The Junior League is a
continuing process. Like the
limestone foundation upon
which our city is built, the
foundation of the Tampa
League are ﬁrm, built layer
upon layer through the
years. The careful planning
of the years gone by is
evident in our present. The
careful planning of our
present will be evident in
the future”
— Frances Skemp, President 1959-1960
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Focus on Fundraising
A CONVERSATION WITH DENISE SCHULTZ — VP FINANCE
by ANGELA ADAMO

As the days begin to shorten and autumn approaches, The Junior League of Tampa
Vice President of Finance, Denise Schultz, along with the Holiday Gift Market and
JLT Marketplace committees are busy collaborating, planning and preparing for
the annual Holiday Gift Market fundraising event to be held November 7-9 at the
Florida State Fairgrounds. Having served on both of these committees, I understand
the dedication needed by committee members during this time.
Fundraising has always been an important part of the success of The Junior League
of Tampa, allowing us to impact more women and children in our community.
Finance VP Denise Schultz says it’s enlightening to see the efforts made over the
years to raise funds that directly impact our partner programs. It is always a formidable
task to take on a new fundraiser. From a gala to introduce the new Provisionals in
1950 which netted a profit of $284.96, to a charity ball described in a 1951 The
Sandspur as “perfect in every detail,” League fundraisers have always proven to be
an occasion not to be missed.

DENISE SCHULTZ
Finance VP
Active Since 2005

Lauren Companioni D.M.D.

Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
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COOLEST
Office in
Tampa!

3514 Bay to Bay Blvd. Suite #2 Tampa Florida 33629
www.SouthTampaKids.com
813-835-KIDS (5437)

Through the years, League fundraisers evolved as community needs increased.
Members initially managed the Thrift Store that offered shoppers gently used
merchandise at bargain prices. Today, the Holiday Gift Market is an expansive
shoppers paradise.
“We had more than 13,000 people walk through the door last year at Holiday Gift
Market and the committee this year is working hard to meet and exceed the target
amount of people,” Denise explained.
One of the League’s newest fundraisers is the Gasparilla Invasion Party, held at JLT
Headquarters during the annual Gasparilla Pirate Invasion. The League’s location
offers prime viewing of the floatilla, and provides a short walk to watch the parade
and enjoy the rest of the festivities. This family-friendly event, which started two years
ago, offers activities for both kids and adults. “Last year, the event sold out and there
are discussions on how to expand the event this year,” Denise added.
The League is also launching another fundraising event, The Luminaries, this spring.
It is an annual awards program honoring Tampa's most influential citizens who
exemplify leadership, community commitment, empowerment, and advocacy. This
new event is an exciting way to not only highlight Tampa’s growth as a city, but also
help raise awareness of the League’s mission and fundraising contributions within
the community.
“The growth in the fundraisers over the years is extremely impressive,” said Denise.
“The largest change is the expansion of every type of fundraiser we do and it’s
exciting to see the growth and how League members and the community support
every single one.”
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EXECUTIVE BOARD

The nine women who comprise the 2014-2015 Executive Board are a dynamic group
who have given their time and offered their vision to ensure The Junior League of
Tampa continues a legacy of excellence. They are tireless champions for the women
and children in our community. As a group, they inspire others to reach their potential
through innovative projects and effective training. Take a moment to meet the women
who are leading the charge.
by TANYA EGGER

President-Elect

STACY CARLSON

President

LYNETTE RUSSELL
Inspired by the women who blazed the trail before her, 2014-2015 President Lynette Russell is ready
to continue the League’s history of being a catalyst for change within our community. “Caring, loyal and
high energy,” best describes Lynette who realized early on in her League career that participating in
Willingness to Lead gave her more opportunities to grow and become involved in committees she had
a strong passion to lead. During her year as Placement Chair, the League implemented the Placement
Mentor program, empowering the women to get to know each committee member, offering guidance and
celebrating special moments. A graduate of Florida State University, Lynette worked for 12 years as an
Account Executive with Tenet Health Care, but her most rewarding job has been a mom to her three active
children, Cole, Quinlan, and Camden and wife to husband, Rick. Lynette is thrilled to lead the Executive
Board through this exciting time overseeing the development of the new leadership structure to enhance
our efficacy as an organization and offer more leadership opportunities to our members. As an Active
since 2001, Lynette loves speaking with Sustainers about their love of giving, “it definitely motivates me
not to be deterred by a circumstance or an obstacle that may present itself.”

Stacy Carlson is approaching this next year as PresidentElect with tremendous hope and enthusiasm. With
a new project, The Luminaries, in development and
exciting expanded leadership opportunities for League
members being explored, she sees great opportunity for
connecting more people internally and externally to the
League’s mission. As we approach JLT’s 90th anniversary
year, she considers this is a perfect time to reflect on
how all League members, Provisionals, Actives and
Sustainers, are taking the skills gained in the League to
further civic and community leadership. Working as Vice
President and Program Director Florida Transition Years
for Helios Education Foundation is another place where
she uses her skills gained in JLT to build partnerships
to further postsecondary education access particularly
for undeserved, low income students. Stacy will tell you
that her own children, Trey, Jacob, and Jon Luke are who
inspires her commitment to improving the community. She
believes that all children, regardless of zip code, deserve
the opportunity to reach their fullest potential and she is
proud of the role the League plays in helping children down
that path.

Communications VP

DANIELLE POST
2014-2015 Communications Vice President Danielle Post
never sought out leadership positions initially, but it was
the persistent recruitment by her mentors that sent her
in that direction. Danielle now feels extremely lucky and
grateful to be among an amazing group of women who
are leading the League through a time of growth in fund
development, communications, community leadership,
state and local advocacy, membership, training and our
new governance structure. Danielle looks to the League’s
history to provide a map to the future. She believes the
women who came before us and the past challenges in
our organization enable us to continue moving forward.
Empowered by the ability to change the lives of foster
children, Danielle’s most memorable placement was her
time with Kids Connect helping foster children find forever
families. As an Active since 2006, Danielle encourages
new members to “Get involved. Try something new. Go
outside of your comfort zone.” When she’s not cheering
on a League committee, Danielle can be found cheering
on her 10-year-old son, Jack, at the baseball field.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRITTANY ANDERSON PHOTOGRAPHY
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Our 2014-2015 Community Vice
President Casey Carefoot has a
knack for helping provisionals find
their way in the League. It was as a
provisional mentor that Casey built
her own leadership skills and first
realized she wanted to take on a
leadership role in the organization. An
active since 2008, Casey is amazed
at the League’s incredible history of
serving underprivileged children in the
Tampa Bay community. She points to
our Sustainers as the trailblazers who
established programs decades ago,
which are still running and helping the
community today. She spends her day
as a Recruiting Manager for Catapult
Systems but this funny, energetic,
friend to all, loves to spend her free
time at the beach or hanging out with
family and friends. Casey credits her
mom and dad for teaching her what it
means to have a commitment and the
importance of making good decisions
for the long term.

Community VP

CASEY CAREFOOT

2014-2015 Finance Vice President
Denise Schultz believes there is a great
deal we can learn from our Sustainers,
including the effects the League has
had on the community over the years.
An Active since 2005, Denise started
taking on leadership roles in her
Provisional year in San Francisco. She
is thrilled to once again be working with
the talented women on the Executive
Board. Every placement, including
her time on Kids in the Kitchen and
Cookbook (now JLT Marketplace) , has
been a challenge to see what could be
accomplished. She even found herself
completing cooking demos on TV,
which is quite an achievement since
Denise doesn’t cook. She has her
undergraduate degree in Marketing
from the University of South Florida
and her MBA from Webster University.
She works for JP Morgan as a Vice
President Business Control Manager
for Global Trade and is often described
as adventurous, honest, and loyal.
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Finance VP

DENISE SCHULTZ
Fund Development VP

NICOLE HUBBARD
Foster children will always hold a special place in the heart
of Nicole Hubbard, 2014-2015 Fund Development Vice
President. As the first chair of Birthday Buddies, Nicole
found she has a true passion for foster care and child
welfare. She became active in 2006 and after stepping
into the role of Asst. Merchant Coordinator for Holiday
Gift Market, she knew she would take a leadership track
in the League. As a proud graduate of Florida State
University Nicole loves to cheer on her Noles and spend
time with her family, husband, Matt, and their two vivacious
kids, Austin and Ansley. For the past 11 years, Nicole
has worked for Florida Gulf to Bay Anesthesiology at
Tampa General Hospital as a Certified Registered Nurse
Anesthetist (CRNA). Nicole is always encouraging new
members to “Soak it all up and enjoy!” Having served as
the League’s Community Vice President and Membership
Vice President, Nicole believes there is no better place to
try new skill sets and to develop your potential.

Membership VP

SUZY MENDELSON
“Try and have a little fun today!” That’s the approach 20142015 Membership Vice President Suzy Mendelson takes
at life. It’s a quote Suzy’s grandmother used to say as
she taught her the importance of being an independent
woman and giving back to your community. Suzy has been
giving back since she joined the League in 2002. Her
most rewarding placement was Finance Vice President
where she worked with the League’s largest fundraisers,
Holiday Gift Market and Cookbook. That year, HGM had a
record setting year — surpassing 13,000 attendees! Suzy
is a graduate of Florida State University and has been
with her employer, The Elan Group, since graduation. This
year on the Executive Board, Suzy is looking forward to
focusing on membership needs and how to better serve
our members. Suzy loves to spend time at home with her
husband, Mark, and their son, Max, especially when they
cook together.
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Secretary

LAURA EVERITT

Laura Everitt, 2014-2015 Secretary,
is looking forward to gaining a greater
understanding of the League’s decisionmaking process and shaping the future
during her time on the Executive Board.
Laura began her League career in
Charlottesville, Virginia in 1999 where
one of her most rewarding placements
was helping women out of prostitution
and human trafficking situations. She
believes the League’s history and previous
accomplishments allow us the opportunity
to be invited to the table where many key
community programs are shaped. With
a Masters in Urban Planning and a law
degree from the University of Virginia,
Laura’s leadership placements have ebbed
and flowed as her career demanded. Her
undergraduate degree, also from UVA, is
in environmental science. She currently
works for Tindale-Oliver & Associates, a
consulting firm, where she is an Associate
Director on a Transit Services team
overseeing long-term planning projects.
Laura is driven, funny, and oddly proud of
the fact she doesn’t own a television.

Pool Guard clients
Angier (JLT Active)
& Robert Miller with
their son Alexander
& pup George.

$25 OFF

Any Self Closing
Gate Or Net

Custom Designed Pool Fences and Nets

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

Decorative Colors Available

• Lifetime warranty • Self-closing key-lockable gates
• Next day installation available • Family Owned

813.929.8729 • 727.571.1525 • TampaPoolFence.com
SERVICING HILLSBOROUGH, PINELLAS, AND PASCO COUNTIES

2014-2015 Treasurer Katie Cappy became
active in 2004. She has continued to look
for ways to increase her role in leadership
positions within the League. She was
humbled during her placement as chair
of Food 4 Kids; amazed at the number of
children who go to school ill-prepared to
learn because they lack basic needs. An
advocate for change, Katie is proud to be
in a leadership position in an organization
that is as thoughtful and diligent as the
League in maintaining its excellence in
community projects, member satisfaction,
its financial future, and legacy. Inspired by
the leaders who came before her, Katie
believes the League has maintained its
determination and grit by taking on such
important issues as Human Trafficking
and making sure we are seen as a true
community collaborator. A graduate of
Florida State University with a degree in
Early Childhood Education, this wife and
mom encourages new members to step
out of your comfort zone and learn new
things about yourself.

Get your daily
allowance of
awesomeness.
Our expert chefs start with the freshest, all-natural
ingredients and craft them into delicious, perfectlyportioned meals with one goal in mind: to power
you to be your best.

TM

Treasurer

KATIE CAPPY
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South Tampa | Carrollwood | Countryside | St. Petersburg | SOHO | Brandon
Downtown Tampa (Coming Fall 2014)
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Leadership Council 2014 -2015

If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more,
do more and become more, you are a leader. — John Quincy Adams

Abolish Movement

Arrangements

By-Laws

Children’s Literacy

Community Action

Community Advisory Board

Kids in the Kitchen

Leadership Award Event

Legal

Love Bundles

Membership & Recruitment Mgr.

Nominating

Marie Hebbler

Ashley Hoff

Laura Donaldson

Lindsay Seel

Suzy Lopez

Michele Hintson

Caroline Foss

Melissa Knight
Nodhturft

Fran Dupuis

Lindsay Dorrance

Caroline Vostrejs

Kate Guilfoyle

Enabling Fund

Endowment

Food 4 Kids

Project Development & Evaluation

Placement

Provisional Education

Public Affairs

Community Newsletter

Community Projects Manager Electronic Communications

Public Relations and Marketing

Ready to Achieve

Lauri Burgess

Meghan McGuire

Jackie Medina

Kim Carswell

Sarah Kodadek

Sarah Walters

Jenay Iurato

Gianni O’Connor

Danielle Dennis

Isabel Dewey

Hannah Gross

Selena Ward

Fund Development Manager

Fundraising

Fundraising

Girl Power

Grants

H.E.A.R.T

The Sandspur

Scholastic Success

Social

Special Events

Strategic Planning

Sustainer

Jenny Spencer

Leslie Hodz

Morgan Watts

Allie LaLonde

Christina Thompson

Shannon Walsh

Tanya Egger

Taylor Jones

Ashley Swink

Laura Campbell

Andrea Layne

Suzanne Brownstein

Headquarters

Holiday Gift Market

Holiday Gift Market

JLT Marketplace

JLT Marketplace

Kids Connect

Sustainer President

Technology

Training

The Junior League of Tampa would like to thank
Nicole Geller Photography for the Council photos.

Gretchen Dominguez
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Megan Bock

Kristin Wilson

Kimy Marino

Kendra Velilla

Krista Dietrich

Dada Glaser

Chloe Cullinan

Roddy Belfatti
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Sustainers Not Slowing Down
A CONVERSATION WITH DADA GLASER — SUSTAINER PRESIDENT
by HEATHER TRKOVSKY

Dada Glaser, The Junior League of Tampa’s 2014-2015 Sustainer President,
became an Active in the League in 1979. She shares her thoughts on the
League’s living legacy and how our past can help deﬁne a future that we
might not have ever predicted.

2014-2015
Sustainer Ofﬁcers
Sustainer President
Dada Glaser
President-Elect
Susan Kynes Baldwin
Recording Secretary
Elaine Sweeney
Corresponding Secretary
Denise Cassedy

Tell me about your active League experience.
Because I worked full-time, my League placements were always things that
could be done at night or on Saturdays. I have to admit that I did not have any
significant leadership positions as an Active, but I was inspired by the amazing
women leaders I saw before me. My League experiences were very handson; I danced in a Junior League troupe for various nursing homes throughout
the city, volunteered at the H.B. Plant Museum, and staffed a Hyde Park art
studio. I did stints of reading in schools and worked on various “mail-outs” from
Headquarters. I was a “worker bee.” But I caught the volunteer enthusiasm
and knew it would be a life-long commitment and desire.
How did your “worker bee” experience as an Active, parlay into future
endeavors?
As a Sustainer, and with more confidence behind me thanks to my League
experience, I moved into more leadership positions at my children’s various
schools and in my neighborhood, and within various nonprofit organizations
that I became involved in when my children became older. I have continued
to be a “worker bee” as a 16-year Meals on Wheels driver.
What was the greatest opportunity your League experience gave you?
The League trained me, groomed me and exposed me to my community’s
needs. They showed by example how to get things done. The League created
in me a life-long desire to lend help, and my Mom also led me down this
path. She was The Junior League of Tampa President in 1961! I believe the
continuity of seeing your predecessors, your contemporaries and those you
admire volunteering in their communities keeps the momentum going.
What’s the biggest change to the League since you have been a
Sustainer?
The League is now giving excellent training to those League Members who
want to acquire leadership skills. Not only are we now learning by following
examples of others but we are being trained by experts.
What can Actives learn from the Sustainers?
What I have learned is that as Sustainers, we do not stop there! My fellow
Sustainers remain involved in their community and continue their voluntarism
their entire life. They continue what they began as Active League members
and keep on giving!
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L UMINARY
by MELISSA KNIGHT NODHTURFT

T

he Junior League of Tampa aims to improve the community
by preserving and inspiring a legacy of luminaries who
are catalysts for lasting community impact. As one of the
preeminent leadership development organizations in Tampa, the
League believes in the power of one individual to make a tangible
difference in our community. Steeped in 89 years of rich Tampa
history, the League stands in a unique position to preserve the life
histories of these influential individuals, and through the power of
storytelling, inspire a future movement of community leaders.

– a person
who inspires
or influences
others,
especially one
prominent in
a particular
sphere.

To that end, The Junior League of Tampa created The Luminaries,
an annual award program to showcase such outstanding individuals,
as exemplified by inspiring leadership, commitment to lasting
community impact through empowerment and advocacy, and
achievement of prominence or distinction in a particular sphere.
Yet, this leadership award program takes recognition a step further
by vividly capturing and preserving the influential stories of the
award recipients through the creation and distribution of digital
media biographies. The Luminaries – the permanent collection of
digital media biographies – will be presented at an inaugural award
ceremony in the spring of 2015.
The League has established partnerships with educational
organizations to feature the digital collection of The Luminaries
through online and permanent displays. As a result of the distribution
and use of these biographies, we hope that Hillsborough County
residents, in particular children, will learn about local leaders and
be inspired by these relatable stories to be the change they want
to see in their own community.
Through The Luminaries, we are certain that the power of one will
impact many. So, who will you nominate?
Nominees will come from a variety of sectors. Be on the lookout
for the launch of the award and nomination process online in midSeptember 2014 at www.jltampa.org/luminaries.
For more information on the award and the nomination process,
please contact Melissa Knight Nodhturft at leadershipaward@
jltampa.org.
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WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT WHAT WE DO
AND WE WOULD LOVE TO WORK WITH YOU!
WE ARE EXCEPTIONAL PROFESSIONALS

Business

Home

PROFESSIONALS
Women Helping Women

Finance

Health

DIANE ROTTENSTEINER
Director of Huntington Learning Center
Individualized tutoring in all subjects,
SAT/ACT/ASVAB exam prep
diane@hlctampa.com | 813.908.1000

NANCY BLAKE
Realtor, Keller Williams Realty-Tampa Central
Specializing in S. Tampa & the Beaches, one
relationship at a time.
nblake@kw.com | 813.892.1688

JAN CORNELIUS, DDS
Periodontic and Implant Dentistry
DentalImplantCenter.net
JanCornelius@DentalImplantCenter.net
813.254.4568

KRISTA ALLRED
FBC Mortgage LLC – Mortgage Lender, (NMLS #319001)
When you have a mortgage question, just call. We make
mortgages easy. In House Underwriting and Rush Closings.
kallred1@aol.com
813.766.3313

GAIL FRANK
Resume Writer, Frankly Speaking
Free download: “The Job Hunter’s Toolkit: What Do
You Need To Get A Job?”
jobsearchmakeovers.com
gailfrank@post.harvard.edu | 813.926.1492

HANNAH GROSS
Davis Ventures Corporation
Disaster Restoration and Construction Services
davisventures.net
hannah@davisventures.net | 813.857.5292

KATHLEEN THAXTON
Marketing/ Community Relations
The Family Dentist, Dr. Ron O’Neal
tampabayfamilydentist.com
813.503.8062

MEGAN RINDONE
Partnering with Krista Allred to help with all your home
needs. We are licensed in Florida, Georgia, and North
Carolina.
MRindone@FBCHomeloans.com
336.601.0389

LAURA WEBB
Independent Insurance Agent
Webb Insurance Group
Representing Many National Companies For Home,
Auto & Business
webbinsgroup.com | 813.887.5531

MELISSA SNIVELY
Agent, State Farm Life Insurance
Take care of your family, ask us about life insurance
813-662-3622

PAMELA WORDEN, CHHC, AADP
Holistic Health Coach and Owner of Vibrant
SOULutions
Feeding Body and Soul for a Vibrant Life!
813.340.9562
pworden23@gmail.com

DENISE CASSEDY
Cassedy Financial Group
401K & Investment Planning. Let us help achieve your
financial goals.
813.251.0004 office
813.765.6061 cell

JENNIFER PAULY PETERSON
Owner/Graphic Designer, jpcreations
Creative Ideas Brought To Life
jpcreations.me
jennifer@jpcreations.me
813.653.9808

JENNIE SMITH
Jennie Smith Interiors, (FL License #0001644)
Full Service Residential & Commercial
Interior Design
Visit my shop at 2713 S. MacDill Ave.
813.839.7637

KIMBERLY DAVIS
Independent Consultant, Arbonne International
Swiss Skin Care, Weight Loss,Aromatherapy
kimtodd.davis@verizon.net
813.767.5835

JESSICA L. KENDALL
Vice President/Branch Administrator and Security Officer,
First Citrus Bank
Member FDIC | Business and Personal Banking Services
firstcitrus.com
jkendall@firstcitrus.com | 813.786.4421

CHRISTY ATLAS-VOGEL
President, Marketing Direction
Your Part-Time Marketing Executive
marketingdirection.com
813.526.1870
cvogel@marketingdirection.com

KIM MILLER
Relationship Manager, Majesty Title Services LLC
Make sure your home purchase has clear title!
kmiller@majestytitle.com | 813.230.0236

SUSAN P. PHILLIPS, PH.D.
Licensed Psychologist (PY7291)
Individual, couples and career counseling.
2100 Ashley Oaks Circle,Wesley Chapel, FL 33544
dr.susanp.phillips@gmail.com
813.997.4538

Legal
LINDA COURTNEY CLARK
Family, Civil, Criminal and Law Protecting Your
Rights With Integrity!
linda@lindaclarklaw.com
813.935.7755

Art
DIXIE T. BRADY ESQUIRE
Pilka & Associates, P.A.
Bankruptcy, Workers’ Comp, General Litigation
213 Providence Road, Brandon, FL 33511
dbrady@pilka.com
813.653.3800

CALL OUR EXCEPTIONAL PROFESSIONALS FOR YOUR NEEDS AND SERVICES!

26 | Fall 2014

EXCEPTIONAL

CLARE ROBBINS
Emerson Robbins Portraits Consultants, Fine Art
Portraiture
5107 S. Nichol Street, Tampa 33611
clarerobbins@me.com
813.831.2787

FOLLOW OUR GROUP
ON FACEBOOK

LET US PARTNER WITH YOU
15+ YEARS OF CONTINUED FRIENDSHIPS
AND INTERPERSONAL SUPPORT
Exceptional Professionals is a group of past and
present Junior League women who live, work and play
right in your neighborhood. The group meets for lunch
monthly to share marketing ideas, business building
skills, and welcome new members. We’re passionate
about what we do and we’d love to work with you.
Additional services are welcome.

JOIN US FOR LUNCH, CALL KRISTA ALLRED AT 813.766.3313
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O

n April 2, 1926, twenty-two women
who shared a mission of promoting
voluntarism and advocacy to improve
the community met for the first time. In just a
month, the Tampa Service League adopted
a constitution, elected Marion Partrick as
its first president and welcomed 100 young
ladies to their provisional year. First on the
agenda for the motivated group of women
was a circulating library and gift shop, located
in the Crescent Apartments. By the end of
the first year, the women of the League had
worked 6,350 hours for welfare service
agencies and netted $1,800 from a charity
ball benefiting the Community Chest Drive.

HOW THE

Ms. Marion Harvey Partrick was the first
president of The Junior League of Tampa

LEAGUE BEGAN

During the Tampa Service League’s second
year, attention was focused toward the
management and partial financing of the Pine
Health Preventorium, a temporary home for
undernourished children and those affected
by tuberculosis. With the help of the League,
two wings and a pavilion for children were
added to the building. But the League needed
funds for other projects. In order to help raise
money, Leaguers paid annual dues of $10
and a penalty of 25 cents if they arrived late
to a membership meeting. Members also sold
The Times, a newspaper created to share
resources with the community and advertise
to potential new members. The newspaper
was sold for whatever others were willing
to pay. After its first publication, The Times
profited over $2,700.
Two years after the Tampa Service
League was established, officials from the
Associations of Junior Leagues of America
made a visit, and granted membership into
the AJLA on March 1, 1928.

by LAUREN MOORE

“I always thought the League
was the most dedicated group
for the community and I’ve
always admired them.”
— Adele Clark
Mrs. L.W. Lee read to a group of
children at the Pine Health Preventorium
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A few months ago, I had the opportunity to sit down
with Adele Clarke, who began her first year in the
League in 1956. Friends who were already members
of the League, along with her parents, who were active
in the community, encouraged Mrs. Clarke to become a
member. Because of the location of her home on Davis
Island, Mrs. Clarke was able to walk to her role at the
information desk at Tampa General Hospital where she
has been and still is an unpaid volunteer for more than
50 years.

Mrs. Clarke recalled details from the early years of her
membership that were much different than they are
today. Annual dues when she entered the League were
$30 and about 11 women joined her Provisional class.
Back then, the names of Provisionals were kept secret
from the community and the women were introduced at
an annual ball. The Provisionals typically gathered at the
home of another member and remained there until they
were presented. Mrs. Clarke remembered one elaborate
unveiling when the Provisionals entered through a side
door to a stage where there was a life-size Easter basket
full of eggs. The Provisionals had climbed into the eggs
and popped out when their names were called.
As a Provisional, Mrs. Clarke remembers the League’s
Thrift Store as a profitable money raiser. Members of
the League donated their own belongings and were
responsible for organizing and cleaning out the space.
Storing items at the store for extended periods of time
was difficult, as air conditioning was not yet standard.
Also at this time, efforts of the League were focused
on a school that utilized the old army buildings at Drew
Field. The school still operates today on Cypress St. and
is known as the MacDonald Training Center.
By the time Mrs. Clarke became an Active member,
lending libraries sponsored by the League had opened
at the Mirasol Hotel on Davis Island, the Tampa Terrace
Hotel, the Floridan Hotel and the Maas Bros. department
store in downtown Tampa. The League also operated
a tea room at Maas Bros. that aided in the League’s
philanthropic activities. Mrs. Clarke even worked as a
model for Maas Bros. in the tea room.
During much of Mrs. Clarke’s time in the League, women
were considered professional members and met during
the daytime because very few women worked outside
of their homes. Typically, members spent one day each
week working for each board on which they served.
During one year, Mrs. Clarke served on three different
boards. Organizations around the Tampa Bay community
requested volunteers from The Junior League of Tampa
and later, as the organizations became established,
members moved on to other projects.
Since its inception, The Junior League of Tampa
has supported some of the area’s most charitable
endeavors. Although the projects have changed over the
years, the mission to promote voluntarism and improve
communities through effective action and leadership
has remained the same. As Mrs. Clarke reminisced, “I
always thought the League was the most dedicated
group for the community and I’ve always admired them.”

Adele Clark began her JLT career in 1956. She joined
because she felt the League was the most dedicated
group in the community.
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DISCOVER your PASSION

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSES
Lower Division
(Pre-K to Grade 5)
Tuesday, October 21, 9–11 a.m.
Middle and Upper Divisions
(Grades 6 to 12)
Sunday, October 19, 2–4 p.m.

4811 KELLY ROAD, TAMPA , FL

813.885.1673

BERKELE YPREP.ORG / OPENHOUSE JLT

An independent day school for boys and girls in Pre-K to Grade 12

BPS_34_Ad_KidFace_JLTampa_8x525_070914.indd 1
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“STRONG VISION, DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT
WHICH CARRIED THE BALL FOR ADVANCEMENT FOR
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.” — RITA HATTAB

MACDONALD
TRAINING CENTER
JLT Paves the Way...

by CRYSTAL IRVING

Once the school opened, members of The Junior League
of Tampa (JLT) continued to challenge the status quo to
ensure that all children in Hillsborough County received
the education that they deserved. Junior League
members served as the first teachers at the preschool
and funded numerous programs for the MacDonald
Training Center (MTC).
JLT continued its intensive commitment in the
development and growth of MTC for the next 25 years.
By the mid 1970’s, the federal government passed the
Education of All Handicapped Children Act, a law requiring
states to establish free public education for all students
in order to receive education funding. Since students
with disabilities were now able to attend public schools,
the need for JLT women who served as teachers was no
longer needed, and the League assisted the Center in its
transition into an independent nonprofit agency.
Rita Hattab, the current Director of Development at
MTC, credits JLT with “strong vision, dedication and
commitment which carried the ball for advancement for
children with disabilities.”

T

he MacDonald Training Center strives each day to “empower the people they serve to
lead the lives they choose,” all while working to change the perception of the world.
This inspiring organization began in 1953 when Junior League President, Mrs. William
C. Gilmore, read a Tampa Tribune article about children with disabilities and the lack of
education they received from the state of Florida. She brought the article to her friend, J.
Clifford MacDonald, and together, the MacDonald family and The Junior League of Tampa
founded one of the first preschools in the nation for children with developmental disabilities.
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The Junior League of Tampa has always been
commended for paving the way for social change. The
organization’s involvement in founding the MacDonald
Training Center is just one of many examples of how JLT
has consistently been a pioneer.
Today, the MacDonald Training Center continues to lead
the way in service to people with disabilities. MTC’s
mission is for the people it serves to have independence

and the opportunity to make their own decisions about
where they live and work. The MacDonald Training
Center has established several unique partnerships
with local businesses through its business to business
program. The center is currently the exclusive packager
of SUNPASS Transponders for the State of Florida which
is a “great source of pride for the people we serve and
our organization,” notes Hattab. “Skills learned through
the steps of packaging the transponder continue as the
hallmark of our innovative ‘Empowering People, Inspiring
Change’ (EPIC) curriculum.” The skills learned through
this program include timeliness, dependability, attention
to detail and conflict resolution, which allows MTC
participants to grow personally and professionally.
The center also provides residential services giving
members the opportunity and resources to make their
own decisions about where and with whom they live as
well as paying their own bills. These employment and
residential services truly make a huge difference in
the lives of many and allows adults with developmental
disabilities to live independently in their own homes.
Jim Freyvogel, President/CEO of MTC, is extremely
proud of the strides MTC has made for the lives of people
with disabilities, and in changing the way in which the
world perceives them. However, there is still a long way to
go. He encourages others to continue to put disabilities
aside and to come together to change the world. He is
grateful to The Junior League for its unwavering support
and knows that, together, we can continue to shatter
barriers and make progress for people with disabilities.
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LEAVI N G A LEGACY

Betty

by LAUREN CROMER

Wood

A

s I rang the doorbell of Betty Wood’s beautiful
South Tampa home, I was excited and nervous.
Betty answered the door in a gorgeous pink
blazer and matching trousers, accompanied by a
welcoming smile and cheery disposition. She invited me in
and we immediately started talking. The quaint house was
decorated with memorabilia of Betty’s life and sprinkled
with pictures of family members and friends.
I instantly clicked with this spunky woman. Betty is
a legacy among fellow Junior Leaguers. After being
accepted into the League in 1957, she hit the ground
running. With an exceptional heart for the organization,
fun-filled spirit, and passion for people, she is
one of the most wonderful people I have
ever had the pleasure to meet. Betty
has whole-heartedly enjoyed her
membership in The Junior
League of Tampa and
has witnessed decades
of growth within the
League. Her dedication
to the League brought
an unexpected honor
in 1999 when she was
named Sustainer of
the Year.

Betty’s lust for life is infectious and has prompted her
family to not only support her in her endeavors, but has
also inspired them to follow in her footsteps. Her biggest
supporter was her late husband, G. Pierce Wood, who
accompanied Betty to each of her engagements at the
League, followed by her son, George, and daughter (a
former Junior League President) Betsy Wood
Chambers. Betty was glowing as she
reminisced about all of the fun she
had when Burdines (now Macy’s)
gave her the position of
Special Events, Community
Affairs,
and
Fashion
Manager for the West
Coast of Florida. Even
though her degree was
in Education and not
Fashion, she was in her
element. Today, Betty
is highly recognized
and sought after in
the community. From
motivational speaking,
to board memberships,
to volunteer organizations,
she has done it all.

“DON’T
WHINE AND
COMPLAIN ABOUT
THINGS THAT YOU
SIGN UP FOR, AND
DON’T EVER QUIT
THE LEAGUE.”
— BETTY WOOD

Through our entire
conversation,
Betty
laughed, smiled, and
was clearly proud of
her stories as a League
member. The telephone rang
several times during our chat,
with friends inviting Betty to dinner.
I was impressed and a bit surprised at
how much she still likes to go out and take
part in events. At one point Betty got out of her chair
and said, “I don’t want to be caught sitting in a nursing
home playing Bridge, I want to be out where the party is
at!”I loved her attitude and pizazz!
Betty’s list of accomplishments is an article in itself, and
includes: Chairman of the Placement Gala, Provisional
Ball, Transfer, Theater, and Hospitality committees. She
has served on numerous committees and did so with
the notion that, “you get what you put in.” Outside of the
League, Betty is on the H.B. Plant Museum Board of
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Directors and an active Chiseler. She has been involved
with and helped raise millions of dollars for organizations
like Metropolitan Ministries, United Way, American Red
Cross, Easter Seals, the University of Florida, Alpha Delta
Pi Sorority, and The Spring. Her life story could easily be
titled “How Voluntarism Became a Career.”

Betty is a huge advocate
for supporting the younger
generations and takes a particular
interest in the provisional classes each year.
Betty encourages Sustainers to never lose their spark
for the League. The Junior League is a commitment for
life in Betty’s eyes, and she encourages the Sustainer
class to be just as involved as they were as Actives.
Betty’s passion is truly one-of-a-kind. She invited me
back for tea time and I plan to visit her soon.
Betty gave me several pieces of advice during our visit
including one that reminded me again of Betty’s firecracker
personality, “Don’t whine and complain about things that
you sign up for, and don’t ever quit the League.”
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A History of
Fundraising
& the Holiday
Gift Market
by TARA DILLON

S

ince 1926 when The Junior League of
Tampa was founded, the mission has been
simple: to promote voluntarism, develop the
potential of women, and improve communities through
effective action. But having a mission was just the
beginning. Our twenty-two founding members set
out to make a difference, and to do so, they needed
a plan. Fundraising would become a vital piece
of not only the success of the League, but also its
history and traditions. To understand how our major
fundraising efforts have grown over the League’s
88-year history, I set out to talk to the best sources
possible – Sustainers. Sarah Jane Rubio, Joy Bell
and Anne Clark are three Sustainers who have been
with the League since the early 1950's. I listened as
they reminisced on their sixty years of service in the
League. Their stories helped draw a clearer picture of
how the League’s fundraising projects have evolved
from the very first charity ball in 1926, to our current
Holiday Gift Market, and everything in-between.
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Circulating Library and Tea Room

The Charity Ball
On December 20, 1927, the League set out to plan
for its first major fundraising project, a charity ball
to benefit the Community Chest drive (which would
later be known as the United Way). The event was
organized by the Entertainment Committee, chaired
by founding member Willie Carter Blake. Admission to
the event was $10 per couple and although the price
was steep, equivalent to about $120 today, the ball
managed to bring in $1,800, a huge accomplishment
given the declining economic state of the city at
the time. The charity ball would evolve between the
1940’s through the 1960’s and include the addition
of yearly galas.
“The League put on a series of galas and the first
ones that I remember were right after I joined the
League in 1951,” remembers Joy Bell. A decade later,
Anne Clark was chair for one of the first themed galas
which promoted the arts and fine music in Tampa. It
was held at the Cuban Club in Ybor City and featured
entertainment by an up-and-coming opera singer,
who would one day be a mainstay at the Metropolitan
Opera. “I was in charge of the first themed gala and
we brought in Beverly Sills, who turned out to be a very
famous opera singer,” explained Anne. “We organized
the event and sold tickets, which topped out at $15.”
“Back then, we held a New Members Gala once a year
and introduced the new League Provisionals,” added
Sarah Jane Rubio. “The event was considered a big
deal and tickets were in high demand by members
of Tampa society. It was one of our best fundraisers.”

Other early fundraising endeavors included the
Circulating Library and Tea Room. Despite having to
change locations multiple times, the Circulating Library
was successful in raising funds. Each League member
was required to buy a membership for $2.44 or donate
a new novel. “The Circulating Library was originally at
the Marisol Hotel and then moved to the Maas Brothers
Department Store,” recalls Sarah Jane. “I remember
going there in the early days with my mother, who was
one of the founding members of the League.” At the
Tea Room, you could get a light lunch for 50 cents and
for a quarter more, you could add dessert. The Tea
Room was popular among both League members and
locals. “My father was one of their best customers,”
joked Anne.
Thrift Shop
The Thrift Shop was the League’s primary source
of funding from the 1930’s until it closed in 1963. It
began in 1931 as a way to provide women with sewing
jobs during the Depression. League members were
required to donate salvaged items which were then
repaired or repurposed to sell. Anne spent the majority
of her tenure with the League working in the Thrift
Shop, and was its chairman in the early 1960’s. “The
majority of what we had in merchandising was clothing,”
she explained. “But occasionally we would get a baby
crib or some home goods. The year I was chair, we had
a goal to make $8,000. We ended up meeting our goal
that year. It was a huge accomplishment.”

items to be sold. Trinkets & Treasures was a great
success requiring only half of the volunteers to execute
and it brought in more than $7,000 in sales. “When
they first opened the Thrift Sale, it was unbelievable,”
remembers Joy. “People spent the night down on the
street waiting in line to get in.” Trinkets & Treasures
ended in 2002, after being a Tampa staple for 40 years.
Holiday Gift Market
Since 2003, Holiday Gift Market has become the
League’s largest fundraiser, raising more than $1 million
since its inception. Held at the Florida State Fairgrounds,
Holiday Gift Market features approximately 140 vendors
selling their goods during the three-day event. In 20132014, Holiday Gift Market had a record year, surpassing
13,000 attendees. Visitors can find just about anything
- gifts, holiday décor, women’s and children’s clothing,
jewelry, food and much more. There are also special
events throughout the weekend including live music,
cooking demonstrations, performances and pictures
with Santa.
The Holiday Gift Market will be open
November 7-9, 2014 and 100% of
net proceeds raised by The Junior
League of Tampa will support
the League’s programs
and community
projects.

Trinkets and Treasure
Trinkets & Treasures (also known as the Thrift Sale)
took the place of the Thrift Shop and was held
as a one–day bargain shopper’s paradise.
Members collected items throughout the
year and stored them in a warehouse
where volunteers organized the

Sustainers Anne Clark and Joy Bell
recalled their work on JLT fundraisers
with The Sandspur writer Tara Dillon.
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WHAT’S IN STORE
2014 Holiday Gift Market
WHEN:
Friday-Sunday, November 7th-9th
WHERE:
Florida State Fairgrounds
VENDORS:
Approx. 150, +90 Florida based,
including 50 from the Tampa Bay
area. +34 out of state

"With an expected 14,000 shoppers, this fall marks the 11th year of The

MERCHANTS:
Jewelry, women’s clothing, men’s
clothing, holiday décor, home
goods, children’s toys

growing in new ways every year, and more participation from community

Junior League of Tampa (JLT) Holiday Gift Market (HGM). This much
anticipated fundraising event has become a Tampa holiday tradition and
this year Mayor Buckhorn will help JLT kick off this exciting event. HGM is
leaders is proof that the City of Tampa is also passionate about our Mission."
Megan Bock and Kristin Wilson, Co-Chairs, Holiday Gift Market

Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn will
kick off the 3-day shopping event
on Friday morning.
NEW THIS YEAR:
Young Entrepreneurship Program
This is the inaugural year of a
new program designed to support
a young entrepreneur from the
Tampa area who is also committed
to community involvement. After
a selective application process,
the winner will be awarded a
complimentary booth (value of
$1,000) at JLT’s 3-day Holiday Gift
Market to sell her product.

Mother’s Nook
We have also added an area
for moms to take a break while
shopping. It’s called Mother’s Nook
and will be a private room outﬁtted
with items for mom to change
diapers, nurse, or just relax.

38 | Fall 2014

www.jltampa.org | 39

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
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Donations to the Annual Campaign support the programs and projects of The
Junior League of Tampa (JLT). Each year we ask individuals and businesses in the
community, as well as our Membership, to support our Mission by donating to the
Annual Campaign. Donations to the Annual Campaign are not used to pay for any
general operating expenses, which are financed by membership dues and other
administrative sources.
To learn more about the Annual Campaign or to make a gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/annual-campaign
For questions, contact fundraising@Jltampa.org

SILVER SPONSOR
Nordstrom♦♦
TECO Energy♦♦♦
BRONZE SPONSOR
Gretchen Dominguez♦♦
Meghan McGuire - CA
Technologies♦♦
PATRON
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Belfatti♦♦
Wendy and Jonathan Brill♦♦♦
Suzanne and Evan Brownstein♦♦
Allison and Adam Burden♦♦♦
Lauri and Tom Burgess♦♦
Casey Carefoot♦♦
Stacy Carlson♦♦
Jen and Ed Carlstedt♦♦♦
Betsy and Steve Chambers♦♦♦
Tara and Whalen Clark♦
Sue and Frank Courtright♦♦♦
Robin DeLaVergne♦♦
Danielle Dennis and Michael
Beattie♦♦
Krista Dietrich - Dietrich and
Associates, Inc.♦♦
Pam and Brett Divers♦♦♦
Tracie M. Domino♦♦
Christina and Gary Garcia♦♦
Nicole Geller Photography♦♦
Betsy and Drew Graham♦♦♦
Lauren and Chris Gstalder♦♦
Marie and David Hebbler♦
Michele and Raymond Hintson♦♦
Becky and Sam Ho♦
Nicole and Matt Hubbard♦♦
Shellie Huffmaster♦
Jenay and Kevin Iurato♦♦
Bella Bridesmaids - Molly and
Robert James♦♦
Aspen and Jake Kahl♦♦
First Citrus Bank/Jessica
Kendall♦♦
Melissa Knight Nodhturft♦♦
Lorraine and Jeff Korb♦
Allie LaLonde♦
Elizabeth and Ben Mackie♦
Katina and Matt Markowski♦♦
Inge Michaels♦
Taylor and Jason Murray♦
Gianni and Jim O’Connor♦
Lynette and Rick Russell♦♦♦
Denise D. Schultz♦♦
Jenny and Peter Spencer♦♦
Jenny Steinbrenner Swindal♦♦♦
Kathleen Thaxton♦♦
Susan and John Touchton♦♦♦
Sarah Walters♦♦
Kristin Wilson♦♦

CONTRIBUTOR
Shannon and Stuart Brown♦♦
Chloe Cullinan♦♦
Laura Farrior♦♦♦
Nicole and Garrett Garcia♦♦
Dada Pittman Glaser♦
Sarah and Chad Harrod♦♦
Leslie and Adam Hodz♦♦
Cathy and Grayson Kamm♦♦
Andrea and Tom Layne♦♦
Suzy Lopez♦♦
Crystal and Kaivon Madani♦♦
Julia N. Martinez♦♦
Marsha Otte♦♦♦
Michelle Repplinger♦
Diane and Ryan Tweedy♦♦
Whitney and Kevin Woods♦♦
FRIEND
Ceci and Nate Berman♦♦
Mary Bolen♦
Katie and Ryan Cappy♦
Denise and Thomas Cassedy♦♦
Kealoha and Justin Deutsch♦♦
Isabel and John Dewey♦♦
Lindsay and Sam Dorrance♦♦
Francine Dupuis♦
Jennifer L. Dutkowsky♦
Tanya Egger♦
Laura Everitt♦♦
Vicky and Jonathan Fiddelke Bayshore Title♦
Christie Garrido♦
Ali and John Garrity♦♦
Susan and Matthew Gentile♦
Lauren G. Hanley♦
Madeleine Henson♦
Ashley Macaluso Hoff♦
Mary Beth Hunt♦♦
Elise and Ian Ippolito♦
Sarah and Benjamin Kodadek♦♦
Patti Lee
Maria Papadakis Mason
Susan McElroy♦
Member’s Legacy Society
Christina Myers♦♦
Celeste and Paul Pramberger♦
Ginger Schnurman♦♦
Jennifer and Marc Stauffer♦♦
Lauren Suarez♦
Mandy and Doug Valenti♦♦
Shannon Walsh♦♦
Lauren and Shamus Warren♦♦
Morgan Watts♦
Tammy Waugh♦♦
SUPPORTER
Morgan Watts♦
Kelly Addison♦

Brittany and Zachary Anderson♦
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Anderson♦♦
Lindsay Apperson♦
John Arganian
Lindsey Astles
Stephanie Astrab♦
Suzanne Bainbridge
Colleen Balco♦
Alexis Bankowski♦
Emily Barber♦
Julie Anne Berlick♦♦
Caroline Boccaccio♦♦
Dixie and Nicholas Brady♦
Kristen Brady
Jennifer Breazeale♦
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Bridge♦♦
Caitlyn Brinker♦
Amy Brun♦
Heather Bryant♦
Tisha and Paul Buenaventura♦♦
Whitney Buescher♦
Nancy Burke♦
Jessica Burns Fugate♦
Jada Bush♦
Jaymi Butler♦♦
Amy Cadicamo♦
Kate Caldarelli♦
Danielle Campbell♦
Betsy Cappello♦
Laura Carmen♦♦
Kristin Carpenter♦
Kim and Trey Carswell♦♦
Marlo Cervi♦♦
Katie Christianson♦♦
Casey Christopher♦♦
Natalie P. Clark♦♦
Natalie Sargent Clark♦
Ashley Collado♦♦
Carla Cornett♦
Carol Crofton
Stacey Crum♦
Theresa Dam Lohmiller♦
Elena Day♦
Jane Delgado♦
Katelyn Dervay♦
Laura and Chris Donaldson♦♦
Jordan Donnelly
Lisa and Bryan Dreisbach♦♦
Erin Dye♦
Susie Ellison♦
Gina Evans♦
Jennifer Faggion♦
Nicole Ferlita♦
Lynn Footlick♦
Stefanie Ford♦
Caroline Foss♦
Lindsay A. Freeman♦
Kimberly French♦♦
Kelly Friar

Jill Gauld♦
Fiona-Lee Gerrard♦
Amy G. Gomez♦
Jessica Gonzalez
Ansley and Jamie Graff♦♦
Alexandra Greacen♦♦
Jessica Guercio♦♦
Ginny and Ken Haelsig♦
Amy and Bradford Hale♦
Michelle Hamilton♦
Kristine Harb♦
Kelli and Ryan Hardiman♦
Monica Helenek♦
Carrie Ann Henry
Dana Hess♦
Kirsten Higgins♦
Bridgette and Chris Howell♦♦
Luke Huffmaster
Noah Huffmaster
Marissa Moss Photography♦
Kristin and Andrew Ingram
Kelly Jackson♦
Rachel Jackson♦
Cindi Jacobsen♦
Aleks Jagiella♦
Ashley Johnson♦
Mrs. Jennifer Johnson♦♦
Kara Keller♦
Jill Kiely
Monica Kirkland♦
Jillian Koepke♦
Malloy and Nathaniel
Lacktman♦♦
Shawn D. Lambert
Emily E. Lazarou♦
Lauren Lee♦
Mary Hall Lester♦♦
Lisa Lockhart♦♦
Heather Mackin♦
Erin Macy♦
Rachel Kistner Magee♦
Tara Mahtani♦
Christine Malpartida♦♦
Dossie Marrone♦
Esther Mathew
Marysue and Jim Mathews♦♦
Amanda May♦♦
Michelle Mayo♦♦
Kendra McCan
Maggie McCleland♦
Liz and Kyle McCollum♦
Kristen McFarland
Kimberly McLaren
Tara McLaughlin♦♦
Ana Mendez♦♦
Bonnie Mentel
Angier and Robert Miller♦♦
Marcelite Manuel Miller♦♦
Katherine Molinari♦

Cherie Monarch♦
Sondra Monroe-Stockton♦
Jennifer L. Moore
Jessica Morgan♦
Lindsay Morgan
Nadine K. Mortensen♦
Merritt Mosley♦
Victoria Motes♦
Caroline Murphy
Cassidy Murray♦
Sarah J. Murrow♦
Ashley Musolino♦
Sarah Myers
Samantha Neides
Dr. Eunice Nieves
Kate O’Hara
Noelle and Sean Oakman♦
Angela Parone♦
Tina Patel
Amy Patenaude♦♦
Stacie Patterson♦
Lauren Petrie♦
Camaria Pettis-Mackle
Molly Phillips♦
Julianne Porter♦
Danielle Post♦♦
Catie Prawer♦♦
Tiffany and Scott Price♦♦
Meghan Prior
Lindsey Ragsdale♦
Ms. Kenisha Ray
Charlsey Reed♦
Katie and Blake Rehberg♦
Mrs. Brooks Reilly♦♦
Emily Lauren Rice♦

The Richey Family♦
Kitty Riggs♦
Heather and Adam Robyak♦♦
Amanda Rockwood♦
Jennifer Rodgers♦
Ashley Rushing♦
Andrea Sahawneh♦
Julie Scalfaro♦♦
Karry Schuele♦
Katherine Scott♦
Erin and Marc Seaverson♦♦
Lindsay and Brian Seel♦
Joanna and Stephen Segundo♦
Katie Selman♦
Rachel Semago♦
Kristi Shaw♦
Laura and Grant Shaw♦♦
Lyndsey E. Siara♦
Helena Simon
Sallie Ann Sims♦
Jennifer and Sam Singleton♦
Allison Smedley
Amanda Smith♦
Elisha M. Snyder♦
Alison St. Cyr♦
Janet and Mike Starkey♦
Abby Stevens
Ashley Stultz
Paulina Tam
Ashley Tardiff♦
Lucy Teague♦
Christina and Coleman Thompson♦♦
Tricia Tindall♦
Kimberly Hannah Trammell♦
Heather & Aaron Trkovsky♦♦

Ginny and Tom Veit♦♦♦
Mary Vitello♦
Michelle Vivacqua♦
Caroline Vostrejs♦♦
Jennifer Ward♦
Andrea Webb♦♦
Emily Williams♦♦
Jennifer Williams
Caroline Wright
Katie Wyatt♦
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Zahn♦♦
Camille Zutes♦
IN-KIND
A Piece of Cake
Andrea Layne Floral Designs♦
Bayshore Contracting Corporation
BlissBOOTH
Brittany Anderson Photography
Celsius
Clementine Monograms♦
Diamond Pilates
First Citrus Bank♦
Joe Photo/Matt Nassif♦
Krista and Tim Kleman/Nature’s Table
Café
Lilly Pulitzer
The Mack Center♦
Marissa Moss Photography♦
Pink Palm – A Lilly Pulitzer Signature
Store
Sensory 5♦
ShutterBooth Tampa♦
Uniform Nametape
Why Not Boutique

COMPANY MATCH
3M
AIG
Alliance Bernstein
Ameriprise Financial
Bank of America
CA Technologies, Inc
Covidien
CR Bard
Gannett
Helios Education Foundation
J.P. Morgan Chase
Merrill Lynch
Network for Good
Pohlad Family Giving
Saint-Gobain
US Lumber
MEDIA PARTNERS
CBS Radio: WQYK and Q105
TBT
Tampa Bay Metro
Tampa Bay Parenting
MULTI-YEAR DONOR DESIGNATIONS
♦= 2-4 years at any level
♦♦= 5-9 years at any level
♦♦♦= > 10 years at any level
Donor list as of September 9, 2014.
If you believe your name has been
omitted in error, please contact
Fundraising Chair, Leslie Hodz at
fundraising@JLTampa.org

Where your story begins.
Here’s to loving where you live and
the joys that make a house a home.

Do you have a Preschooler?

THEY CAN READ.
LAURA CAMPBELL Realtor®
813.990.9554
LauraTampaBay@gmail.com
3502 Henderson Blvd #300, Tampa, FL 33609
HomesTampaBayArea.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

(762-233-7323) | preschoolreaders.com
MENTION THIS AD FOR A FREE
ASSESSMENT & EVALUATION
“ My 4 year old son began reading after enrolling in the Preschool Readers program. He hasn’t
even started Pre-K yet, and can read kindergarten books! ” — Nicole Hubbard, mother of Austin
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COMMEMORATIVE FUND

A Commemorative Gift is a way to recognize a significant event in a Junior League
member’s life — joining in their celebration or thinking of them in a time of sorrow.
Any occasion may be commemorated; below are a few ideas:
• Celebrate birthdays, engagements, marriages, anniversaries, births, new jobs or promotions
• Honor someone’s service to JLT
• Offer condolences to a member who has lost a loved one
To make a commemorative gift, simply fill out an envelope and place your donation inside (cash or check
only) or scan the QR code to be taken directly to our online donation site (credit or debit card). All
commemorative gifts support The Junior League of Tampa’s endowment.
To learn more or to make a gift, visit http://www.jltampa.org/commemorative-gifts
For questions, contact endowment@jltampa.org

Taylor & Ford Carricato,
children of Jackie Carricato
Sarah Walters

Declan McDonnell,
son of Amber McDonnell
Sarah Walters

Luke Christopher
Mueller,
son of Karrie & Chris
Mueller
Shannon Walsh
Roia Barrios
Laura Campbell
Nicole Hubbard

Mary Jude Reynolds
Hale,
daughter of Amy Hale
Nicole Hubbard

Gemma Grace Korb,
daughter of Lorraine Korb
Meghan McGuire
Kellan Bersch,
son of Karyn & Kyle Bersch
Roia Barrios
Hilary O'Brien

Emily Ann Humiston,
daughter of Carrie & Brian
Humiston
Casey Carefoot
Merritt Malcolm Kamm,
son of Cathy Kamm
Nicole Hubbard

Scarlett James Kahl,
daughter of Aspen & Jake
Kahl
Casey Carefoot
Denise Schultz
Taylor Cassidy,
daughter of Beth
Thompson
Casey Carefoot
Nicole Hubbard

Anna McKinley James,
daughter of Ellen James
HEART Committee
Austin Jeffrey Annis,
son of Erin & Jay Annis
Lauri Burgess
Harrison David Gross,
son of Hannah & Paul
Gross
Meghan McGuire

Eloise Christianson,
daughter of Katie & Chris
Christianson
Kealoha Deutsch
Henley Rose Hardiman,
daughter of Kelli & Buddy
Hardiman
Heather Bryant
Olivia Grace,
daughter of Lauren
Gstalder
Nicole Hubbard
Audriana Isabel
Chillura,
daughter of Lisa & Vince
Chillura
Shannon Walsh
Sarah Walters
Erin Annis

Avery Marie Watts,
daughter of Morgan &
Ryan Watts
Elisha Snyder
Liz McCollum
Amber Crosby
Nicole Hubbard
Shannon Walsh
Henry Ayling Stiles V,
son of Sommer Stiles
Stacy Carlson
Lynette Russell
Sarah Walters

Caroline Elizabeth,
daughter of Tiffany Ullrich
Roia Barrios

Anna Pille,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Heather Stover,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Stephanie Milner,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Alison Brannigan's
Father,
Stacy Carlson
Lynette Russell

Ruth Knight,
grandmother of Melissa Knight
Nodhturft
Casey Carefoot

Danielle Eichmann,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Justine Gunderson,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Theresa Mueller,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Taylor Jones'
Grandmother,
Casey Carefoot

Sustainer Frannie Toole
JLT Executive Committee

Elisa Underhill,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Kate O'Hara,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Vanessa Valles,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Grace Northern,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Kathryn Chappetto,
as a new Transfer Member
of The Junior League of
Tampa
Shellie Huffmaster

Joshua Terence Hintson,
son of Michele Hintson
Meghan McGuire

Angela Adamo,
on new job at Tech
Data
Casey Carefoot
Erin Annis
Bridget Plesich,
on starting her doctorate of
nursing program at USF
Sallie Ann Sims
Christina Blood

Roia Barrios,
for being appointed to
Hillsborough County’s
Citizens Advisory
Committee
Lynette Russell
Megan Duffey,
on being cancer-free!
Casey Carefoot
Erin Annis
Meghan McGuire
Lee Lowry,
for being appointed to
Hillsborough County’s
Citizens Advisory
Committee
Stacy Carlson
Lynette Russell

Charlsey Reed,
on her engagement to Justin
Roman
Suzy Mendelson
Laura Campbell

Krista Dietrich,
on her engagement to Ian
Koteles
Casey Carefoot
Meghan McGuire

Courtney Loebel,
on her engagement to Joe
Cox
Shannon Walsh
Suzy Mendelson
Nicole Hubbard

Shannon Walsh,
on her engagement to Ray
Tompkins
Casey Carefoot
Meghan McGuire
Erin Annis

Megan Bock,
on her new position at
Mofﬁtt Cancer Center
Casey Carefoot
Denise Schultz
Ruth Giordano,
Celebrating her many
years of service, including
Sustainer President last
year
Elizabeth Giordano Mackie
Nicole Hubbard,
on being nominated as a
ﬁnalist for the Tampa Bay
Business Journal Health
Care Hero
Shannon Walsh
Stacy Carlson
Meghan McGuire

Lynette Russell
Kealoha Deutsch
Suzy Mendelson
Sarah Walters
Erin Annis
Nicole Geller,
on placing 1st in her race
Nicole Hubbard
Erin Annis
Kids in the Kitchen
Committee,
for being named Committee
of the month
Placement Committee
Chloe Cullinan,
on her successful
completion of the
Salesforce.com Certiﬁed

Megan Duffey,
on her engagement to
Daniel McConnell
Meghan McGuire

Jessica Kendall,
on her marriage to Jason
Hornof
Megan Duffey

Anjuli Lohn,
on her marriage to Charles
Davis
Tanya Arja Egger

Margaret Vickers,
on her marriage to Phillip
Glidewell
Casey Carefoot

Tiffany Harrington,
on her marriage to Scott Price
Erin Annis

Monica Helenek,
on her marriage to Logan
Murphy

Administrator Test Humiston
Laura Everitt
Casey Carefoot
Lynette Russell
Nicole Hubbard
Janelle Miller,
on being nominated for
October Proactive of the
month
Placement Committee
Kate Guilfoyle,
on passing her Project
Management Professional
exam
Casey Carefoot
Meghan McGuire
Suzy Mendelson
Nicole Hubbard

Laurel Moynihan
Allie LaLonde,
on her engagement to Ryan
Torrence
Shannon Walsh
Casey Carefoot
Meghan McGuire
Lynette Russell
Suzy Mendelson
Nicole Hubbard

Bianca Rachelle
Leonard,
daughter of Stephanie
Leonard
Nicole Hubbard

Harper Rae Blume,
daughter of Britt & Tye
Blume
Laura Campbell

Reed Hall,
son of Kathryn Hall
Tanya Arja Egger
Nicole Hubbard

Andrea Layne,
for being nominated to
serve on the Community
Violence Prevention
Collaborative Subcommittee
to Address Violence in
Tampa
Casey Carefoot

Helen Alora O’Brien,
daughter of Hilary &
Brendan O’Brien
Nicole Hubbard

WELCOMING

Robert Glen
McClanahan,
Jessica Kendall's
Grandfather
Nicole Hubbard

Sustainer Nell Canady
JLT Executive Committee
Sustainer Jane Witt
JLT Executive Committee

Althea Stambaugh,
Kim Carswell's
Grandmother
Casey Carefoot
Erin Annis

This includes a cumulative listing of commemorative gifts received June 1, 2014 through September 2, 2014.
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ENDOWMENT FUND

The Junior League of Tampa Endowment Fund
Leaving a Legacy...Sustaining Our Service

SPONSORS

Launched in 2007, The Junior League of Tampa (JLT) Endowment Fund is a
permanent fund established to ensure that our League is able to maintain
fiscal stability and fervently pursue our Mission without being radically
affected by changes in the economic climate or decreases in lifelong
membership. JLT can draw interest on the fund, but it will never touch
the principal of the fund. A strong endowment fund will ensure a unique
revenue stream that will give the League the opportunity to pursue exciting,
new opportunities or deal with unforeseen circumstances without creating
an additional financial hardship for the organization or its members. All
commemorative gifts support The Junior League of Tampa’s endowment.

Donating to the Endowment Fund is as affordable as your next double
espresso or 18 holes. To make it easier for you to support this critical
campaign, your pledge of $1,000 or more to The Fund can be paid over a
five-year period. For a small amount each week, you can Leave your Legacy
and ensure The Junior League of Tampa is able to Sustain Our Service forever.

Terrell and Joe Clark
Endowment Committee 2012-13

1 MONTH

LEGACY FOUNDERS
Campbell and Don Burton
The Community Foundation
of Tampa Bay

SUSTAINING FOUNDERS
Betsy and Drew Graham
Drs. Lance and Georgia Kane,
In memory of Kenneth Charles Kane

Heather and Bennett Barrow

1 YEAR

5 YEARS

In memory of Sandee Simpson
Barnes and Jennifer Kay Barnes

Allison and Adam Burden,

Coffee break

$5

$21

$250

On the go lunch

$10

$42

$500

Benefactor
$2,500

Laurie Ann Burton

Lunch for two

$21

$83

$1,000

Silver Legacy
$5,000

Pat and Calvin Carter

Dinner and a
movie for two

$42

$167

$2,000

Gold Legacy
$10,000

$5,000

Platinum Legacy
$25,000

$104

$417

JLT 6 years active | Current placement: Community Projects Manager | Donation level: Patron

The Junior League of Tampa

Sponsor
$1,000

A round of golf
for two

by ANGELA PARONE

The Founders Circle

FOUNDERS
1 WEEK

DONOR SPOTLIGHT:
MEGHAN MCGUIRE

Endowment Fund

Stacy Carlson

Mrs. George D. Curtis, Jr.
Pamela C. and Brett D. Divers
First Citrus Bank,
In honor of Jessica Kendall
Sally and Lewis H. Hill, III

To learn more about the Endowment Fund and to make a gift online, visit
http://www.jltampa.org/endowment-fund.

Jenay and Kevin Iurato

For questions, contact endowment@jltampa.org

Ann Sells and David Miller

Helen Kerr

do·nor
noun: donor;
plural noun:
donors
a person
who donates
something,
especially
money to
a fund or
charity.

The word might not mean much by itself, but
donors to the Annual Campaign support the
programs and projects of The Junior League of
Tampa (JLT). Peruse our website or read other
issues of The Sandspur and the explanation
is the same: Each year we ask individuals and
businesses in the community, as well as our
Membership, to support our Mission by donating
to the Annual Campaign.
Meghan McGuire, an Active member of six years,
contributes above and beyond to JLT. Meghan,
who currently serves as the League’s Community
Projects Manager, has been donating to JLT for
five years and is a Patron, donating a minimum
of $1,000 annually.
Meghan’s strong belief in the JLT Mission and
how its members contribute to the betterment of
their community motivates her to donate.

Not only do members contribute annually to
bring JLT’s mission to life, but businesses and
corporations do, as well. To make her personal
contribution have an even greater impact,
Meghan researched the donation policy at
her employer, CA Technologies. The global
corporation promotes a philanthropic spirit, and
believes in helping its employees improve the
quality of life in the communities where they live.
As a result of that commitment, CA Technologies
matched Meghan’s donation of $1250 for a total
of $2500 to the League.
“If you can take a few minutes to fill out the
application and if chosen, just like that, you’ve
increased your impact to JLT,” notes Meghan.

“I trust an organization that can give back every
dollar raised to the community,” she explains.
“That, and the time and energy the JLT ladies
put in really leaves a lasting impact. I want to be
a part of that and support it.”

Participating in an employers’ matching
contribution program is one of the easiest
ways to increase your donation to the JLT
Annual Campaign. If your company supports
a community initiative, they may match your
donation, either in whole, or in part. All it takes
to find out whether a company offers a matching
contribution is a review of its website, or asking
a supervisor or human resources director.

Meghan is happy to see her contribution used
in several ways, including assisting with partner
programs, supporting community partners or
used for further training of JLT volunteers.

Every dollar raised makes a difference in our
community. It is a lesson Meghan McGuire has
learned firsthand, and she hopes her fellow
members will step up to contribute, as well.

Jennifer S. Moyer and M. Lance Tavana
Terri D. Parnell

The Junior League of Tampa considers it an honor
to be designated as a beneficiary of an estate or
foundation. We highly regard this type of planned
giving and recognize donors through membership
in The Junior League of Tampa 1926 Society.
The 1926 Society enables you to leave your
legacy in our community by supporting the future
of our League and its members.

Mary, David and Abigail Persky
Stephanie and Stephen Rumbley
Lavinia Witt Touchton,
In memory of Willie Carter Witt Blake
Donor List as of September 5, 2014
Donations less than $250 are recognized
through the Commemorative Fund.
Thank you to our inaugural member of
the 1926 Society, Martha Sale Ferman.

44 | Fall 2014

Meghan had the pleasure of volunteering with
Ronderik Curtis and Tammy Curtis at the 20132014 Holiday Gift Market booth. RD and Tammy
Curtis have been a part of The Junior League of
Tampa, Kids Connect, and Heart Gallery for a few
years. They first met at one of our Kids Connect
events and became a forever family. They are now
advocates and speakers on behalf of the foster
care system in Hillsborough County and for the
Heart Gallery. You will see them volunteering at
several Heart Gallery events throughout the year
and at HGM in November.

www.jltampa.org | 45

CONVERSATIONS:
by NANCY BURKE

Stories of Sustainers Impacting Our Community
Everyone has a story to tell. Stories are meant to teach us, inspire us, change us and are meant to be shared.
To spotlight, The Sandspur's theme of sharing our story, I sat down with three Sustainers to learn how The
Junior League of Tampa is bound to its story of community change.

Nancy Crane
Executive Director of the Pediatric Cancer Foundation
Nancy’s love of children, health, fitness and injury prevention
gave her the idea of bringing health topics to life in classrooms
through an exciting, interactive learning environment for children.
In 1989, Nancy, along with Junior League volunteers, started a
project called More Health, Inc. This project aimed to develop
hands-on lessons and materials to use in classrooms for
grades K-12. Nancy took this Junior League project to Tampa
General Hospital, which became the major sponsor in 1992.
The curriculum is used in public and private schools, and has
taught more than 2 million children to date.
Nancy went on to serve as the Foundation Director for the
Tampa Bay Lightning, where she raised funds and organized
events for local charities. She worked closely with the Pediatric
Cancer Foundation, a charity she highly admired, and was asked
to lead the organization as its Executive Director in 2009. The focus of the Pediatric Cancer Foundation is to fund
research to find a cure for childhood cancers.
Nancy credits The Junior League for encouraging her to take an idea, brainstorm with talented people and turn ideas
into reality. She encourages women in the League to take advantage of everything the League has to offer, find your
niche and discover what you love to do.
“The League gave me many opportunities,” explained Nancy. “I learned how to take a project, event or program, from
start to finish and today that has served me well. From a creative vision to completion of a project is my strength, but
it takes a team. And I have always been very lucky to have had the opportunity to work with very talented and devoted
teammates. The Junior League also introduced me to talented, bright, and focused women who had the ability and
will to make just about anything they wanted to achieve, a reality.”
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Renee Dabbs
Principal at The Voyageur Company
Renee Dabbs is a highly experienced marketing and business
professional who excels in business development and creating
sustained growth in a business. She has started non-profit, political
and corporate organizations from scratch. She currently works for the
clients of The Voyageur Company, a national political firm that provides
campaign products and services for political candidates or causes.
Renee has worked on statewide and congressional campaigns,
legislative issues and ballot initiatives and has produced award winning
media for diverse groups.
Renee was previously the COO of The Victory Group, a communications
and consulting firm where she managed production of media, client
services and operations. Before her 10-year tenure with The Victory
Group, she served at Proctor and Gamble for sixteen years.
Renee’s personal mission statement is to create environments for women to be successful. She believes The Junior
League of Tampa provides a safe place for women to acquire skills they can apply in their careers. She has a passion
for empowering women and draws on three core elements when reflecting on how the League has helped her career
and how women can expand on their experience: training, support and adventures. Renee suggests looking around the
League for mentors and turning to other women for help. She has served as both the apprentice and the expert through
her journey with The Junior League; learning how to fundraise and about the community, and using her corporate skills
to strengthen the positions she has held in the League.

Wendy Garraty
Owner and Founder of Clayton Gray Home
As founder of Clayton Gray Home, Wendy uses her background in
commercial and residential design to select custom and traditional
pieces to create dazzling interior spaces. Clayton Gray Home searches
for home décor, lighting, furniture and art to bring ideal ambiance and
color schemes to any environment. Wendy says her business is driven
by the energy she puts into it, and her experience with The Junior
League of Tampa is no different.
“I think the League and the business are similar in that you get back
what you put into it,” she said. “I love that you can be as involved with
the League as time permits and the years that I did find more time,
my placements turned into a full time job, which was so gratifying.”
During her time in the League, she enjoyed working with women of
different professional backgrounds. Pulling together their knowledge and skill sets served her well in and out of the
League, creating fundraisers, projects and events. “Working on projects and fundraisers with limited funds and help
forces you to get creative and organize every step of your process,” added Wendy. “That ability has served me well in
business. As a business owner, it is easy to get overwhelmed with ‘all that needs to get done’, but I make myself prioritize
tasks, determine the ultimate goal and plan from there.” Wendy’s advice to new Provisionals, as well as seasoned Actives
looking to further their experience?
“Be open to taking on tasks that are out of your comfort zone. It’s the best way to grow! I think it is the duty of everyone
to give back in whatever capacity they are able. I believe strongly in giving back to this Tampa Bay community which is
why Clayton Gray Home does monthly fundraisers raising awareness to various nonprofits like Make-a-Wish, American
Heart Association and many others.”
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WHO’S WHO IN THE LEAGUE
by TANYA EGGER

All of our members give of their time and their money to make sure The Junior League of Tampa
continues to be an influential part of the community. But our members are amazing in their
professional and personal lives as well. Meet just a few…

Kristin relocated to Tampa a year ago. She moved from the D.C. Metropolitan area but her
heart is in Charlottesville, Virginia where she lived for 10 years and earned her degree from
the University of Virginia. She is a Labor and Delivery RN at Mease Countryside Hospital in
Clearwater. Her original certification as an RN was in HIV/AIDS and infectious disease. Kristin
is in her last year of a Doctor of Nursing Practice degree with a concentration in Public Health.

CAROLINE VOSTREJS | Placement: Membership & Recruitment Manager | Active: 2008

Kristin was crowned Miss Virginia in 2006 and then competed in Miss America where she
placed as 3rd Runner Up to Miss America. She credits the Miss America Organization for her
scholarships that paid for her two Bachelor’s degrees from UVA, her study abroad in West
Africa and for helping with her current Doctoral studies program. As her platform for Miss
Virginia, she dedicated her year to teaching life skills to incarcerated youth in juvenile detention centers and lobbying for
better policy in juvenile justice. She likes to tell people, in jest, she spent her year as Miss Virginia in jail.

Caroline was born in Stuttgart, Germany and moved to the U.S. when she was 5 years old.
She was raised in Ocala and attended the University of Florida. Caroline works at The Beck
Group, a design, construction, development, and technology firm in Tampa. The firm just
recently completed Ulele, the new Native-inspired restaurant in Tampa Heights along the
Riverwalk.

Kristin is thrilled to now be a part of JLT, “I knew even before I moved that I would pursue becoming a member of JLT.
I was so impressed with the impact of The Junior League of Tampa, especially with our work in human trafficking. My
mission in my career and in my life is women’s health and the empowerment of women as leaders and change-makers.
Because of the caliber of JLT’s members and because of our work for women and for the community, I am so proud to
finally be a Provisional!”

Caroline became a Guardian ad Litem after touring Mary Lee’s House as a Provisional Liaison
in 2009. She recently closed her second case. “It is such a rewarding experience, but it is
also a bit difficult. You see things that no one sees. The children in our foster care system are
often shuffled from place to place. They have very few adults, if any, who are advocating for
them on every level – at school, at home, at daycare, the doctor’s office, etc. Their parents are often times working long
hours, trying to make rent, staying on top of their medications. They spend large amounts of time at bus stops waiting
for the next bus to then walk long distances to get to work. It’s a tough situation for everyone. The work that JLT does is
visible through the programs and services we provide.”
Caroline is married to Ryan and is the oldest of three. Her sister, Andrea, is also a JLT member and her mother, Diane,
is a Sustainer. “I vividly remember my mom dressing up in costumes to go to a Junior League party when I was little. I
wanted to do that when I got older. It’s funny how certain little memories stick. Obviously, JLT is more than parties and
costumes; my mom volunteered when we were little and she instilled the practice of giving back at an early age.”

ASHLEY MACALUSO HOFF | Placement: Arrangements Chair | Active: 2009
Ashley graduated from the University of South Florida with a Public Relations degree. Her
first job out of college was a copywriting position at a non-profit that eventually turned into
a communications and media relations role. Ashley was tasked with managing the build and
launch of a new company website. “I fell in love with digital marketing! From websites to ad
buying and emails to social media, digital marketing was by far my favorite task. So, I made
it my career focus.”
This year, Ashley teamed with a longtime friend to become a partner at MEGA Inc. MEGA is
a boutique creative and marketing agency. The company helps launch brands and create the
tools a company needs to connect with their customers, meet business objectives, and seize
opportunities for growth. “As Marketing Director I oversee the creation and delivery of all marketing strategies. I specialize
in digital ad buying which has led me to work directly with Google and become Google AdWords certified partner.”
Ashley is married. This is her second year chairing a committee, last year she was co-chair of Cookbook. In her spare time,
she runs obstacle course races, like the Spartan race. She has always had a love for community, even back to her days
at Tampa Catholic High School, always finding a way to help fill a need. She jokes, a friend strong-armed her into joining
the League. “Little did my friend know at the time the impact the League would have on me. Not only do I have a stellar
organization to coordinate volunteering, I have also gained leadership training and experiences beyond what I could have
ever learned at work. For every hour I have volunteered, I can truly say I feel the League has invested double that into me.”
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KRISTIN INGRAM | Placement: Training Coordinator at The Spring | Provisional

LAUREN BENTZ | Placement: Editor, Spur of the Moment | Active: 2013
Lauren has been a teacher for five years with Hillsborough County. She has taught Kindergarten,
4th grade and she currently serves as an ELA Resource Teacher at Ippolito Elementary. Her
goal is to become a mentor for first and second year teachers. “Education and children are
two of my passions and I absolutely love working with both on a daily basis.”
When she’s not expanding our children’s minds, Lauren can be found running along Tampa
streets. She loves the sport because it allows her to challenge herself, try to beat her own
times, and get “me” time. She has run two marathons, six half marathons, and quite a few 15k
and 5k races. She has traveled across the country taking her running “on the road,” running
half marathons in Providence, Phoenix, San Francisco, St. Petersburg, and this June she is
signed up to run in Seattle. “It is really amazing to learn about other cities by running through them!”
This is just her 3rd year in The Junior League of Tampa, but Lauren continues to take on leadership positions. She served
as Special Events Coordinator for Cookbook in 2013-2014. “I absolutely love the League and I am so excited about my
path so far. Best choice I made here in Tampa so far.”

JENNIFER PALACIOS JOHNSON | Placement: Assistant Chair Love Bundles | Active: 2007
Jennifer is an Assistant State Attorney in Tampa, working as the Deputy Chief of the Sex
Offender Division. Jennifer prosecutes sex cases involving adult and child victims as well as
child abuse and child neglect cases. She has been a prosecutor for nine years.
This married mother of a 3-year-old son, with another child due in March, has been an
advocate for children in our community and works on some of the most difficult legal cases.
But she goes to work each day knowing she is helping to make a very scary situation more
understandable for families.
“It’s fulfilling to get to know my victims and assist them through the criminal process which
to them often seems very frightening and daunting. It’s very rewarding to ultimately seek justice on the victim’s behalf
against their perpetrators. Some days are harder than others but the victims and their families are so appreciative of the
work I do which allows me to keep moving on to the next case.”
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COOKBOOK: Short on Time?
After a busy day at the office or if you need a quick meal before your child’s baseball game,
The Junior League of Tampa cookbooks have some healthy, easy meals to prepare. Enjoy!
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Garlic Shrimp Penne
with Cilantro Cream

Grilled Honey-Bourbon
Pork Tenderloin

From Savor the Seasons | 4 to 6 servings

From Everyday Feasts | 8 to 10 servings

Prepare for an easy meal after school.

This yummy dish can be prepared the night
before for a quick weeknight meal.

1 garlic bulb, minced
¼ cup chicken broth
½ cup evaporated milk
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1 tablespoon water
½ teaspoon salt and pepper
2 tablespoons fresh cilantro
16 oz. penne
1 teaspoon olive oil
8 oz. small shrimp, peeled and deveined
1 cup (4 oz.) grated Parmesan cheese
Combine the garlic with the chicken
broth in a small saucepan. Bring to a
boil. Add the evaporated milk. Bring to
a boil. Remove from heat. Dissolve the
cornstarch in the water in a small bowl. Add
the cornstarch mixture, salt, pepper and
cilantro to the sauce. Spoon the sauce into
a blender and process until smooth. Cook
the pasta, drain. Sauté the shrimp in olive
oil in a skillet until pink. Add the sauce and
Parmesan cheese and mix well. Add the
pasta and mix. Serve immediately.

½ cup chopped onion
½ cup lemon juice
½ cup bourbon
¼ cup honey
¼ cup soy sauce
1 tablespoon minced fresh gingerroot
4 to 5 fresh garlic gloves, minced
2 tablespoons olive oil
3 (12 oz.) pork tenderloins
½ teaspoon salt and pepper
Combine, onion, lemon juice, bourbon,
honey, soy sauce, gingerroot, garlic and
olive oil in a bowl and mix well. Place pork
in a resealable bag with the marinade and
season with salt and pepper. Marinade
for 1 to 12 hours. Grill the pork over high
heat until a meat thermometer reads 150
degrees, turning once.
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JLT Kickoff Social @ Jackson’s

JLT Kickoff Social @ Jackson’s
JLT Kickoff Social @ Jackson’s

Love Bundles - “Slide into Summer Shoe Drive,” partnering with the Tampa Bay Rays. They collected more than 105 pairs of shoes.
Leadership Council Get Together

JLT Kickoff Social @ Jackson’s

Mary Lee’s House

HEART committee at their first event, a Quinceanera party
Provisionals Summer Orientation

Social Meet & Greet

JLT Kickoff Social @ Jackson’s
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AROUND THE LEAGUE

During its 88 years, The Junior League of Tampa has made a substantial impact within
the community through voluntarism, awareness and fundraising. While our membership
and fundraising efforts have changed over eight decades, our Mission is unwavering.
Here’s a look — then and now — of the contribution we make in Tampa.

THEN: 1926

NOW: 2014
MEMBERSHIP

118
6,350
2

1,800
VOLUNTEER
SERVICE
HOURS

COMMUNITY
PROJECTS

60,000
9

Love. Family. Friends. Fun!
Be inspired. Experience a Bella Bridesmaids showroom
for the largest selection of bridesmaids dresses.

$1,800
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FUNDS
RAISED

3215 s. macdill ave, ste h | tampa,ﬂ 33629 | 813.443.4984
tampa@bellabridesmaids.com

$436,000+

birmingham, al • mobile, al • los angeles, ca • orange county, ca • san diego, ca • san francisco, ca • denver, co
westport, ct • west hartford, ct • washington, dc • jacksonville, ﬂ • orlando, ﬂ • palm beach, ﬂ • tampa, ﬂ • atlanta, ga • chicago, il
indianapolis, in • kansas city • baton rouge, la • shreveport, la • boston, ma • baltimore, md • minneapolis, mn • saint louis, mo
jackson, ms • madison, nj • las vegas, nv • new york city • charlotte, nc • raleigh, nc • cleveland, oh • pittsburgh, pa • charleston, sc
greenville, sc • memphis, tn • nashville, tn • austin, tx • dallas, tx • houston, tx • san antonio, tx • richmond, va • seattle, wa • milwaukee, wi

www.bellabridesmaids.com

Franchise Opportunities Available
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